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Chapter I. Project Description 

A. INTRODUCTION 
Amy’s Kitchen, Inc. (“Amy’s Kitchen”) proposes to construct an approximately 369,000 square-
foot food manufacturing facility on an approximately 60.1-acre property located on Hartley 
Road in the Town of Goshen, New York. Amy’s Kitchen has submitted an application to the 
Town of Goshen Planning Board for site plan review of its proposed manufacturing facility and 
is considered “the Applicant” (or “Project Sponsor”) for purposes of this environmental review. 

Science of the Soul (“SoS”) proposes to construct a conference center (herein referred to as the 
“Conference Center”) comprising an approximately 200,000 square-foot open-air pavilion with 
four (4) associated restroom buildings (approximately 5,000 square feet each); one (1) two-story 
approximately 80,000 square-foot Multi-Purpose/Family Area Building; one (1) two-story 
approximately 38,000 square-foot Central Building; one (1) one-story approximately 8,000 
square-foot Maintenance Barn; two (2) Caretaker Residences, approximately 2,400 square feet 
each; one (1) approximately 4,500 square-foot Guest House; and associated pervious and 
impervious parking areas to accommodate approximately 2,043 cars and 130 buses on an 
approximately 195-acre property located on NYS Route 17M and Echo Lake Road in the Town 
of Goshen, New York. 

A potential Warehouse Use on an approximately 11.6-acre subdivided parcel on Hartley Road is 
also contemplated. 

The two entities, Amy’s Kitchen and SoS, have agreed to collaborate on the preparation of State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) compliance documents and to share certain 
access, water supply, and wastewater treatment infrastructure. The Amy’s Kitchen 
manufacturing facility, the SoS Conference Center, together with private water supply line and 
wastewater force-main connected to the City of Middletown, as well as the Warehouse Use 
comprise the “Proposed Project.” Four properties comprising six tax parcels and totaling 
approximately 374.14 acres, all in the Town of Goshen, New York, comprise the project site 
(“Project Site”). 

A Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) was prepared by the Applicant pursuant to the 
State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) (Article 8 of Environmental Conservation 
Law) and its implementing regulations (6 NYCRR Part 617). The DEIS analyzed potential 
environmental impacts from the Proposed Project. The Town of Goshen Planning Board (acting 
as Lead Agency) issued a Notice of Completeness for the DEIS on April 21, 2016. The DEIS is 
hereby incorporated by reference into this Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). Any 
terms relating to description of the Proposed Project described in the DEIS are also used within 
this FEIS.  

A duly noticed public hearing on the DEIS was held by the Lead Agency on May 31, 2016, for 
purpose of hearing any public comment on the DEIS. Written comments were accepted for a 
period of no less than 10 days following the close of the public hearing and ending on June 10, 
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2016. The DEIS was made accessible on the Town of Goshen’s web-site and in hard-copy 
format in Town Hall and the Town Library. 

Pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617 (specifically §617.9(b)(8)), the purpose of this FEIS is to 
provide Lead Agency responses to the substantive public comments (both written and verbal) 
made on the DEIS during the public hearings and formal comment period. SEQRA allows for, 
and in principle encourages, modifications to projects to be made by an applicant in response to 
public comment on the DEIS, so long as those modifications, and any potential environmental 
impacts of those modifications, are described and analyzed in the FEIS.  

The Applicant has made several minor modifications to the Proposed Project that it believes are 
responsive to the substantive comments made during the public review period and that further 
avoid or mitigate potential environmental impacts. These minor modifications to the Proposed 
Project described in the DEIS now constitutes the Proposed Project.  

Chapter I of this FEIS describes the “Proposed Project.” Chapter II of this FEIS provides an 
assessment of potential environmental impacts of the Proposed Project, and includes additional 
analysis and detail in response to comments on the DEIS. Chapter III of this FEIS provides 
responses to comments received on the DEIS and is organized by sub-chapter according to the 
structure of the chapters and analysis within the DEIS. Copies of all comments, including the 
public hearing transcript, are provided in the appendix to this FEIS. 

B. PROJECT LOCATION 
This FEIS makes reference to several geographical areas: the Project Site, Additional Areas, and 
New Conservation Properties. The Project Site, described below, would contain the Amy’s 
Kitchen Manufacturing Facility, SoS Conference Center, volunteer parking on Strong Farm, 
Lipoff property, and the Warehouse. The Additional Areas would contain the access roadway 
and water and sewer infrastructure to serve the Proposed Project. The New Conservation 
Properties are identified as supplementary areas of off-site habitat conservation. The Additional 
Areas and New Conservation Properties together comprise the “Ancillary Properties” to the 
Proposed Project. 

PROJECT SITE 

The Project Site is located in the Town of Goshen north of New York State Route 17M (“NYS 
Route 17M”), east of the Town of Wawayanda, west of the Village of Goshen, and south of the 
West Hills Country Club (see Figure I-1). The Project Site comprises four (4) properties totaling 
approximately 374 acres in the Town of Goshen, Orange County, New York (see Figure I-2 and 
Table I-1). The Project Site is bisected in a north-south direction by the Wallkill River and 
generally lies south of Echo Lake Road and the future Orange County Heritage Trail (“Heritage 
Trail”) extension west of Hartley Road,1 although portions of the Project Site lie north of Echo 
Lake Road and the Heritage Trail. 

                                                      
1 While the Heritage Trail west of Hartley Road is not currently improved as a recreational trail, Orange 

County intends to initiate clearing in 2016 and complete construction of a multi-use trail west to the City 
of Middletown by 2018. 
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Table I-1 
Properties Comprising the Project Site  

Property Address SBL Zoning1 Acres Proposed Use 
Amy’s Kitchen Properties 

Ver Hage 
property2 

111 Hartley Road 12-1-1.222 I 54.6 Manufacturing Facility and 
Conservation Easement 

103 Hartley Road 12-1-19.2 I 17.1 Manufacturing Facility and 
Conservation Easement 

Lipoff property 
(east) 12 Echo Lake Road 12-1-1.41 RU 11.8 Conservation Easement 

Science of the Soul Properties 

Echo Lake 
property 

41 Echo Lake Road 12-1-24.2 CO, I, 
and RU 172.9 SoS Conference Center and 

Conservation Easement 

2832 NYS Route 17M 12-1-23.2 I 21.7 Access Road and 
Conservation Easement 

Strong Farm 
property 212 Cheechunk Road 10-1-11.2 RU 96 

Maintain Existing Residential 
and Agricultural Uses, 

Temporary Parking 
TOTAL 374.1  

Notes: 
1. Town of Goshen Zoning Designations: Commercial/Office Mixed-Use (CO); Industrial (I); and Rural (RU). 
2  It is anticipated that approximately 11.6 acres of this property would be subdivided off for use by Mr. Ver 

Hage. This would leave approximately 60.1acres for use by Amy’s Kitchen. 

 

ADDITIONAL AREAS 

Two (2) additional areas are required for improvements related to the Proposed Project, but 
would not be owned or controlled by either Amy’s Kitchen or SoS (and so are not considered 
part of the “Project Site”). 

ACCESS ROAD IMPROVEMENT AREA 

The Proposed Project involves a land transfer of an approximately 8.2 acre portion of SBL 12-1-
101 from the State of New York to the Town of Goshen to construct an access road from NYS 
Route 17M into the main portion of the Echo Lake property (see Figure I-2). A small area of 
land on the south side of NYS Route 17M owned by New York State would also be affected to 
allow for re-alignment of Training Center Lane. This property would remain in its current 
ownership. As a result of discussions with the New York State Office of Mental Health 
(NYSOMH), slight modifications to the alignment of the proposed access road would cause a 
change to the boundary of the land to be transferred from the State of New York to the Town of 
Goshen. However, the “Access Road Improvement Area” is still located in the same area as 
previously described and analyzed in the DEIS. 

HERITAGE TRAIL UTILITY CORRIDOR 

A portion of the Heritage Trail from the Project Site west to the City of Middletown wastewater 
treatment plant will be occupied by a water supply line and wastewater force-main to serve the 
Proposed Project (see Figure I-3). This “utility corridor” is considered a secondary study area 
for purposes of analysis in this FEIS. The Heritage Trail will remain in the ownership of Orange 
County (from Hartley Road west to the original Wallkill River channel) and the City of 
Middletown (from the original Wallkill River channel west to the City of Middletown) and 
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utility easements will be required as part of the Proposed Project (see Table I-2). The water 
supply line and wastewater force-main serving the Proposed Project will also traverse two (2) 
short sections not owned by either Orange County or the City of Middletown. An approximately 
120 foot section of the utility corridor traverses the Interstate 84 (I-84) right-of-way and will 
require a Use and Occupancy Permit from New York State Department of Transportation 
(NYSDOT). An approximately 50 foot section of the utility corridor, between the Heritage Trail 
and the City of Middletown wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) traverses a portion of property 
owned by Orange & Rockland Utilities. A utility easement will also be required from Orange & 
Rockland Utilities as part of the Proposed Project. Finally, the Applicant will be required to 
obtain street opening permits from the Town of Wawayanda where the proposed water supply 
line and wastewater force-main cross underneath Town streets. 

Table I-2 
Properties Comprising the Proposed Utility Corridor   

Owner Address Tax ID Land Use 
City of Middletown 159 Dolson Ave, Middletown, NY 10940 49-1-8 WWTP 

Orange and Rockland 
Utilities, Inc 71 Dolson Ave, Middletown, NY 10940 

49-1-3  
and 1-1-3.1 

Electrical 
Substation* 

City of Middletown Dolsontown Rd, Wawayanda, NY 10973 
1-1-4.11 

and 1-1-4.12 
Heritage Trail 
Right of Way 

City of Middletown County Rt 50, Wawayanda, NY 10973 3-3-6 and 6-1-10 
Heritage Trail 
Right of Way 

City of Middletown 103 Fischer Ln, Goshen NY 10924 12-1-7.11 
Heritage Trail 
Right of Way 

County of Orange 45 6 1/2 Station Rd, Goshen NY 10924 12-1-7.12 
Heritage Trail 
Right of Way 

Notes: * -- No improvements are proposed within the electrical substation. Proposed Project utility lines 
would run in unimproved portions of these properties. 

Sources: Orange County Tax Maps. 
 

NEW CONSERVATION PROPERTIES 

As further described below and as shown in Figure I-2, the Applicant has identified new 
properties for inclusion in a Conservation Easement as part of an offset for indirect impacts to 
threatened and endangered bat species. The Conservation Easements would be held by the Town of 
Goshen, and will include enforcement mechanisms that will be approved by the Town Board. Any 
costs associated with the implementation and enforcement of the Conservation Easement will be the 
responsibility of the Applicant. Table I-3 lists the three (3) additional parcels. These parcels include an 
additional approximately 14.4-acre tax parcel (SBL 12-1-1.5—the western portion of the “Lipoff” 
property) already owned by an entity affiliated with Amy’s Kitchen, an additional approximately 5.3-
acre parcel (SBL 12-1-1.3) north of the Ver Hage property and south of Echo Lake Road that is soon 
to be under contract to purchase from Al Turi Landfill, Inc., and an approximately 8.1 acre portion of 
the Echo Lake property located in the Town of Wawayanda. 
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Table I-3 
New Conservation Properties  

Property Address SBL Zoning1 Acres Proposed Use 
Hartley Road 

property 121 Hartley Road 12-1-1.3 I 5.3 Conservation Easement 

Lipoff property 
(west) 38 Echo Lake Road 12-1-1.5 RU 14.4 Conservation Easement 

Wawayanda 
property Echo Lake Road 1-1-40 SR 8.12 Conservation Easement 

TOTAL 27.8  
Notes: 
1  Town of Goshen Zoning Designations: Commercial/Office Mixed-Use (CO); Industrial (I); and Rural (RU). Town of 

Wawayanda Zoning Designation: Suburban Residential (SR). 
2  The total acreage of this tax parcel is 12.1 acres. However, an approximately four (4) acre portion of the property 

will be reserved for potential future residential use. 
 

C. PROPOSED PROJECT 
This section describes each component of the Proposed Project, and identifies how it differs 
from the Proposed Project described in the DEIS. The Proposed Project comprises five (5) 
primary components (see Figure I-4): 

• Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility on the “Ver Hage property”; 
• Subdivision of approximately 11.6 acres from the “Ver Hage property” for a future 

“Warehouse Use;” 2 
• SoS Conference Center on the “Echo Lake property”; 
• Potable water supply line and wastewater conveyance line within the existing Heritage Trail; 

and 
• Use of the “Strong Farm property” for agricultural use and volunteer parking for SoS. 

Since the issuance of the DEIS, the following project modifications have been made in response 
to public and agency comment: 

• Slight realignment of the proposed site access road from NYS Route 17M; 
• Adjustment of the proposed property line of property to be transferred from NYSOMH to 

the Town of Goshen to accommodate the slight realignment of the access road; 
• Modifications to the emergency access entrances on Hartley Road; 
• Development of additional detail for the on-site wastewater pre-treatment plant serving the 

Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility; 
• Advancement of design drawings for the proposed Wallkill River bridge; 
• Relocation of the proposed Guest House and a reduction in the length of the driveway to 

reach the Guest House on the SoS property; 
• Development of architectural drawings for the SoS Conference Center buildings; 

                                                      
2 The actual size of the subdivision would be determined at the time of application. The Subdivision and 

Site Plan/Special Permit applications for the Warehouse Use would be pursued by Mr. Ver Hage. For 
analysis purposes, the DEIS/FEIS assumes a warehouse of approximately 70,000 square feet.  
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• Identification of certain properties to be included in either a Conservation Easement to offset 
indirect impacts to habitat of the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat; 

• Addition of 27.8 acres of new conservation land; and 
• Refinement of the overall Proposed Project construction schedule. 

The project modifications are described in more detail in the following description of the 
Proposed Project. Appendix F contains the modified Site Plan drawings for Amy’s Kitchen and 
SoS Conference Center. 

AMY’S KITCHEN 

The proposed manufacturing facility would remain largely the same as what was presented in 
the DEIS. Amy’s Kitchen proposes to construct an approximately 369,000 square-foot 
manufacturing facility where food is prepared, packaged and frozen. The main products to be 
prepared in the facility would be pizza, canned soup, frozen entrees, and burritos. The 
manufacturing facility is proposed to be constructed on the Ver Hage property, which fronts on 
Hartley Road (see Figures I-5 through I-7b). A new roadway and vehicular bridge over the 
Wallkill River would provide direct access for Amy’s Kitchen to NYS Route 17M across the 
Echo Lake property (see Figure I-4).  

The plant would be constructed in two (2) phases: an initial approximately 226,000 square-foot 
plant, including an 11,000 square-foot office area, to be opened in 2019 with an approximately 
140,000 square-foot expansion (134,000 square feet of production space plus 6,000 square feet 
of office area) to be opened in approximately 2023. An ancillary building of approximately 
3,000 square feet would be constructed for on-site medical treatment of Amy’s Kitchen staff and 
families as part of Phase 1. 

The Proposed Project includes the same number of parking spaces as described in the DEIS: 
approximately 642 parking spaces for employees, 49 parking spaces for visitors, and 18 tractor-
trailer parking spaces. Approximately 20 to 30 loading bays would be provided. The Amy’s 
Kitchen manufacturing facility would employ approximately 459 full-time people on the Project 
Site upon completion of Phase 1, and approximately 681 full-time people upon completion of 
Phase 2 of the Project.  

POTABLE WATER 

Since the issuance of the DEIS, the potable water line designs have been further developed 
principally with respect to the alignment of the water supply line in the area between the 
Heritage Trail and the Middletown WWTP. Figure I-8a through I-8o indicates the current 
proposed location of the utility corridor within properties owned by Orange & Rockland Utilities 
and the City of Middletown. Figure I-8a indicates the proposed connection point of the 
proposed potable water supply to an existing 12-inch diameter water main at Dolson Avenue 
adjacent to the City of Middletown WWTP. See Chapter II of this FEIS for additional analysis 
of potential wetland impacts for the water supply line. 

The potable water supply system for the Proposed Project remains substantially similar to what 
was described in the DEIS. Potable water supply to the Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility 
would be provided by a new private utility connection to the City of Middletown water supply. 
Based on the Applicant’s experience at its plant in Medford, Oregon, Amy’s Kitchen estimates 
an average daily demand of approximately 375,000 gallons per day (gpd) at full buildout. An 
approximately eight (8)-inch diameter line would be constructed within the Heritage Trail 
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Chapter I: Project Description 

 I-7 09/28/2016 

corridor and would connect with existing City of Middletown water supply lines in the vicinity 
of the City of Middletown wastewater treatment plant (WWTP). The new private water line 
would be constructed in a new trench within the Heritage Trail Utility Corridor at a depth of 
approximately 4.5 feet below existing ground surface. The water line would be horizontally 
separated from the existing 36- to 42-inch City of Middletown wastewater effluent line by ten 
(10) feet and from the proposed private wastewater force-main serving the Proposed Project by 
three (3) feet horizontally and 18 inches vertically. The new water line and wastewater force-
main would be constructed in a single trench. It is anticipated that no pumping stations would be 
required along the Heritage Trail corridor to ensure satisfactory water pressure at the end of the 
supply line. A private Transportation Corporation would be created to allow potable water to be 
supplied to Amy’s Kitchen, SoS, and the future warehouse use on Hartley Road. 

WASTEWATER  

Since the issuance of the DEIS, the proposed wastewater force-main designs have been further 
developed principally with respect to the alignment of the wastewater force-main in the area 
between the Heritage Trail and the Middletown WWTP. Figure I-8a through I-8j indicates the 
current proposed location of the utility corridor within properties owned by Orange & Rockland 
Utilities and the City of Middletown. Figure I-8b indicates the approximate connection point of 
the proposed wastewater force-main to the City of Middletown WWTP. See Chapter II of this 
FEIS for additional analysis of potential wetland impacts for the wastewater force-main. 

The wastewater force-main for the Proposed Project remains substantially similar to what was 
described in the DEIS. It is anticipated that Amy's Kitchen would generate an average daily flow 
of approximately 300,000 gallons per day (gpd) of wastewater (including sanitary wastewater 
and process wastewater) at full buildout. Amy’s Kitchen intends to convey wastewater to the 
City of Middletown wastewater treatment plant through a new private force-main within the 
Heritage Trail. An approximately eight (8)-inch diameter wastewater force-main would be 
constructed within the Heritage Trail corridor and would connect to the City of Middletown 
WWTP.  

Two (2) below-ground pumping stations would be required to ensure pre-treated wastewater 
effluent conveyance to the Middletown WWTP. One (1) pumping station would be located 
within the Echo Lake property and one (1) pumping station would be located within the Ver 
Hage property. The Echo Lake pumping station would be approximately ten (10) feet in 
diameter and 14 feet in depth. The Ver Hage pumping station would be approximately 20 feet by 
46 feet and 12 feet in depth. Air release or vacuum valves would be placed along the length of 
the wastewater force-main to allow maintenance access and to allow for release of air.  

A wastewater pre-treatment plant would be constructed on the Project Site to reduce the high 
biological oxygen demand (BOD) that is characteristic of Amy’s process wastewater. The 
wastewater pre-treatment plant would be located in a fenced compound at the north end of the 
employee parking lot. Since issuance of the DEIS, the Applicant has prepared more detailed 
design drawings of the wastewater pre-treatment plant. Figure I-9a provides a detail of the plant 
showing the enclosed structure containing the treatment works, exterior enclosed sludge storage 
tank, equalization tank, selector tank, and aeration basin. The plant building would be 
approximately 60 feet by 40 feet and 18 feet high with an influent channel screen building 
approximately 22 feet long by 10 feet wide. Building height for the channel screen will be 
specified per final equipment selection or match the general plant building.  



9.
26

.1
6

Am
y’

s 
Ki

tc
he

n
Sc

ie
nc

e 
of

 th
e 

So
ul

W
as

te
w

at
er

 P
re

-T
re

at
m

en
t P

la
n 

D
et

ai
l

Fi
g

u
re

 I-
9a



9.
26

.1
6

Am
y’

s 
Ki

tc
he

n
Sc

ie
nc

e 
of

 th
e 

So
ul

Pr
oc

es
s 

Fl
ow

 D
ia

gr
am

Fi
g

u
re

 I-
9b

SO
S 

W
A

ST
EW

A
TE

R
PU

M
PI

N
G

 S
TA

TIO
N

C
O

N
FI

D
EN

TIA
L

A
L

L
 

R
I

G
H

T
S

 
R

E
S

E
R

V
E

D

SH
EE

T

PR
O

JE
C

T 
N

UM
BE

R:

W
:\

TP
G

\M
ar

ke
tin

g\
Br

an
d

in
g\

Lo
go

s\
Pr

ob
st

-P
M

S-
Lo

go
-3

00
d

pi
.jp

g

17
03

5 
W

. W
IS

C
O

N
SI

N
 A

V
E.

SU
ITE

 1
20

BR
O

O
KF

IE
LD

, W
IS

. 5
30

05
TE

L:
 (2

62
) 2

64
-5

66
5

FA
X:

 (2
62

) 4
36

-1
35

9

Th
is 

d
oc

um
en

t c
on

ta
in

s i
nf

or
m

at
io

n
w

hi
ch

 is
 th

e 
pr

op
er

ty
 o

f T
he

 P
ro

bs
t

G
ro

up
, a

nd
 m

ay
 n

ot
, i

n 
w

ho
le

 o
r i

n
pa

rt,
 b

e 
d

up
lic

at
ed

, d
isc

lo
se

d
 o

r
us

ed
 fo

r d
es

ig
n 

or
 m

an
uf

ac
tu

rin
g

pu
rp

os
es

 w
ith

ou
t t

he
 p

rio
r w

rit
te

n
pe

rm
iss

io
n 

of
 T

he
 P

ro
bs

t G
ro

up
.

IS
SU

E 
D

A
TE

:

C
HK

'D
 B

Y:
D

RA
W

N
 B

Y:

PR
O

J.
 E

N
G

:

N
O

.
D

A
TE

RE
V

IS
IO

N
S

50
07

GOSHEN, NY
P/CHEM TREATMENT
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT W/ BIOLOGICAL TREATMENT
PROCESS FLOW DIAGRAM

AMY'S KITCHEN PF
D

-1

M
JM M
FP

M
FP

7-
28

-1
6

PR
EL

IM
IN

A
RY

T-
60

0

T-
10

0

T-
20

0

SL
UD

G
E 

TA
N

K
14

'Ø

LI
FT

 S
TA

TIO
N

EQ
UA

LI
ZA

TIO
N

 T
A

N
K

44
.5

6'
Ø

FI
LT

RA
TE

FL
O

O
R 

D
RA

IN
S

SL
S-

70
0

PR
ES

S

O
C

-6
00

O
D

O
R 

C
O

N
TR

O
L

D
A

F
SL

S-
50

0

SO
LI

D
S 

FO
R

O
FF

SI
TE

 D
IS

PO
SA

L

SC
-0

50
C

HA
N

N
EL

 S
C

RE
EN

W
W

PT
P 

EF
FL

UE
N

T

PU
M

PI
N

G
 S

TA
TIO

N
TO

 M
ID

D
LE

TO
W

N
W

W
TP

SO
LI

D
S

SOLIDS

PR
O

DU
C

TIO
N 

FA
C

ILI
TY

T-
30

0
SE

LE
C

TO
R 

TA
N

K
27

.6
9'

Ø

T-
40

0
A

ER
A

TIO
N

 B
A

SI
N

65
.3

6'
Ø

W
A

S

RA
S



Amy’s Kitchen/Science of the Soul 

09/28/2016 I-8  

The waste water pre-treatment building and channel screen building together would have a 
footprint of approximately 2,620 square feet. The approximately 66-foot diameter aeration basin, 
approximately 28-foot diameter selector tank, approximately 45-foot diameter equalization tank, 
and approximately 14-foot diameter sludge tank together would have a footprint of 
approximately 5,560 square feet. Therefore, the total footprint of the structures within the 
compound would be approximately 8,180 square feet. 

The sludge storage tank would be approximately 20 feet high and would be equipped with odor 
control that would minimize odors from the tank. Any fan or other equipment on the exterior of 
the wastewater pre-treatment plant would likely be of a size and capacity as to be virtually 
inaudible above background noise levels at publicly-accessible locations such as the Heritage 
Trail. The wastewater pre-treatment plant would be approximately 500 feet from the nearest 
point on the Heritage Trail. 

SITE ACCESS 

A new roadway and a new vehicular bridge across the Wallkill River would provide direct 
access for Amy’s Kitchen to NYS Route 17M across the Echo Lake property. In addition to 
employee vehicle trips, Amy’s Kitchen anticipates approximately 56 truck trips (entering or 
exiting) per day. Emergency access would be provided from Hartley Road. 

NYS Route 17M and Site Entrance 
Site access would be from a new access road intersecting with NYS Route 17M approximately 
200 feet west of the existing Training Center Lane. Based on initial consultations with 
NYSDOT, the Proposed Project would need to upgrade the intersection of NYS Route 17M at 
the location of the proposed site entrance to include turning lanes and a traffic signal. To 
facilitate these improvements, the Proposed Project involves a land transfer of an approximately 
8.2 acre portion of SBL 12-1-101 from the State of New York to the Town of Goshen. The 
purpose of the land transfer would be to improve access to NYS Route 17M and safety along 
NYS Route 17M, not only for the Project, but also for the Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center and 
the Orange County Transfer Station. 

A realigned intersection with NYS Route 17M, Training Center Lane, and the Project Site 
access road would provide beneficial safety improvements along Route 17M and would provide 
satisfactory access to the Project Site. Accessing the Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility from 
NYS Route 17M requires an additional bridge over the Wallkill River. This bridge also serves to 
provide second access to the SoS Conference Center in an emergency situation. 

As a result of comments from the New York State Office of Mental Health (OMH), the portion 
of the proposed access road between the new driveway to OMH and Wetland K has been shifted 
approximately 38 feet to the east, and away from the Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center (see 
Figure I-10). This relocated roadway would allow OMH more flexibility to accommodate future 
potential projects on its property. As described in Chapter II, the realignment of the access road 
would result in slightly greater disturbance to federally-regulated wetlands than what was 
described in the DEIS, but not in excess of the 0.1-acre threshold that would require an 
Individual Permit. To avoid even greater disturbance to federally-regulated wetlands and the 
construction of a long retaining wall, the access road has been further modified to eliminate the 
sidewalk that had been noted in the DEIS. The Traffic Impact Study contained in the DEIS did 
not assume that employees would be arriving by bus or walking to the site. As such, the 
elimination of this sidewalk does not affect the conclusion of the traffic analysis. 
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Chapter I: Project Description 

 I-9 09/28/2016 

The new access road would serve the Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center, SoS, and Amy’s Kitchen. 
The new roadway would be located approximately 200 feet west of the existing Training Center 
Lane, which would be relocated to align opposite the SoS and Amy’s Kitchen access to form a 
full movement signalized intersection. The intersection would be reconstructed to have multi-
lane approaches. Two entrance and exit lanes would be provided on the new access road, one 
entrance and one exit lane would be provided on Training Center Lane, separate left-turn lanes 
in each direction would be provided along NYS Route 17M, and a separate right-turn lane in the 
westbound direction would be provided along NYS Route 17M. 

Traffic light signalization of this intersection would be required to accommodate anticipated 
future traffic volumes and improve safety. The proposed improvements will require a Highway 
Work Permit from the New York State Department of Transportation. Coordination with the 
Orange County Department of Public Works regarding the relocation of Training Center Lane 
will also be required. 

Based on the current Highway Improvement Plans for the NYS Route 17M/Training Center 
Lane intersection improvements, the eastbound left-turn lane is proposed to be 185 feet long 
with an 86 foot taper and the eastbound right-turn lane is proposed to be 100 feet long with a 75 
foot taper. The westbound left-turn lane is proposed to be 200 feet with an 86 foot taper and the 
westbound right-turn lane is proposed to be 125 feet with a 75 foot taper. Training Center Lane 
is proposed to be relocated approximately 200 feet west of its current location. 

While it is understood that the Town would continue to own the portion of the new access road 
located on Town-owned property, Amy’s Kitchen and SoS would be responsible for snow-
removal and maintenance of the full length of this roadway, as well as the nearby landscaped 
areas to ensure access and adequate site distances are maintained. 

Wallkill River Bridge 
A new Warren-truss bridge would be constructed across the Wallkill River to connect the Ver 
Hage property to the Echo Lake property and the access road to NYS Route 17M. The bridge 
would be approximately 50 feet wide and accommodate two (2) 12-foot wide vehicular lanes, a 
striped median, and a cantilevered pedestrian walkway (see Figure I-11 and Figure I-12). The 
striped median would transition to a third vehicular lane on the east side of the bridge to allow 
for a left-turn lane into the employee parking lot and is considered a necessary safety element. 
Bridge abutments would be located outside of the boundaries of the Wallkill River and any 
associated wetlands but within the 100-year floodplain. A gas line (the size of which would be 
determined through consultation with NYSEG) would be suspended underneath the cantilevered 
pedestrian walkway on the north side of the bridge. The bridge would be constructed in 
accordance with New York State Department of Transportation standards. 

A guard house would be provided east of the bridge to allow for access control to the loading 
dock and employee parking areas. 

Emergency Access from Hartley Road 
Two (2) emergency access driveways would be provided off of Hartley Road, one providing 
access to the south side of the Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility (the loading docks) and one 
providing access to the north side of the manufacturing facility and the Warehouse Use. These 
emergency access driveways would be gated, and equipped with a Knox box, and could be 
opened quickly in the case of an emergency. The Proposed Project no longer includes a guard 
house at either of the emergency access driveways. 



9.
26

.1
6

Am
y’

s 
Ki

tc
he

n
Sc

ie
nc

e 
of

 th
e 

So
ul

Fi
g

u
re

 I-
11

Pr
op

os
ed

 W
al

lk
ill

 R
iv

er
 B

rid
ge

 E
le

va
tio

n

11
5'

-0
" 
℄ 

BE
A

R
IN

G
 T

O
 ℄

 B
EA

R
IN

G

PR
O

PO
SE

D
 1

10
'-0

" 
± 

C
LE

A
R

 S
PA

N
 (

PE
R

PE
N

D
IC

U
LA

R
 T

O
 C

H
A

N
N

EL
 A

LO
N

G
 ℄

)

℄ 
BE

A
R

IN
G

ST
A

. 4
+9

3.
81

℄ 
BE

A
R

IN
G

ST
A

. 3
+7

8.
81

9.
5"

 S
U

PE
R

ST
R

U
C

T
U

R
E 

SL
A

B 
W

IT
H

IN
T

EG
R

A
L 

W
EA

R
IN

G
 S

U
R

FA
C

E 
- 

BO
T

T
O

M
FO

R
M

W
O

R
K

 R
EQ

U
IR

ED
 -

 T
Y

PE
 9

 F
R

IC
T

IO
N

IT
EM

 5
57

.0
10

9

BO
LT

ED
 P

R
EF

A
BR

IC
A

T
ED

G
A

LV
A

N
IZ

ED
 S

T
EE

L
T

R
U

SS
 S

Y
ST

EM
IT

EM
 5

64
.0

10
1

5'
-0

"

(T
Y

P.
)

ST
O

N
E 

FI
LL

 (
H

EA
V

Y
)

IT
EM

 6
20

.0
5 

(T
Y

P.
)

IT
EM

 5
68

.7
0

T
R

A
N

SI
T

IO
N

 R
A

IL
IN

G
IT

EM
 5

68
.7

0
T

R
A

N
SI

T
IO

N
 R

A
IL

IN
G

G
EO

T
EX

T
IL

E 
BE

D
D

IN
G

IT
EM

 2
07

.2
0 

(T
Y

P.
)

FO
O

T
IN

G
 P

IL
ES

 (
T

Y
P.

)
T

Y
PE

 T
O

 B
E 

D
ET

ER
M

IN
ED

IN
 F

IN
A

L 
D

ES
IG

N

1'-0"

(SEE NOTE 1)

15
'-0

" 
± 

(T
Y

P)

ST
R

U
C

T
U

R
A

L
A

PP
R

O
A

C
H

 S
LA

B,
SE

E 
A

PP
R

O
A

C
H

 S
LA

B
D

ET
A

IL
S 

SH
EE

T
IT

EM
 5

57
.2

00
9 

(T
Y

P.
)

ST
EE

L 
BR

ID
G

E 
R

A
IL

IN
G

, F
O

U
R

-R
A

IL
(P

O
ST

S 
N

O
T

 S
H

O
W

N
 F

O
R

 C
LA

R
IT

Y
)

IT
EM

 5
68

.5
1

M
IN

. L
O

W
 C

H
O

R
D

EL
EV

A
T

IO
N

 =
 3

74
.7

9'

4'-0"

(TYP.)

O
F 

21

C
us

to
m

er
 L

oy
al

ty
 th

ro
ug

h 
C

lie
nt

 S
at

is
fa

ct
io

n
w

 w
 w

 . 
m

 a
 s

 e
 r

 c
 o

 n
 s

 u
 l 

t 
i n

 g
 . 

c 
o 

m
En

gi
ne

er
s 

   
 P

la
nn

er
s 

   
 S

ur
ve

yo
rs

La
nd

sc
ap

e 
A

rc
hi

te
ct

s 
   

 E
nv

ir
on

m
en

ta
l S

ci
en

tis
ts

IT
 I

S 
A

 V
IO

LA
T

IO
N

 O
F 

LA
W

 F
O

R
 A

N
Y

 P
ER

SO
N

,
U

N
LE

SS
 

T
H

EY
 

A
R

E 
A

C
T

IN
G

 
U

N
D

ER
 

T
H

E
D

IR
EC

T
IO

N
 

O
F 

A
 

LI
C

EN
SE

D
 

PR
O

FE
SS

IO
N

A
L

EN
G

IN
EE

R
, A

R
C

H
IT

EC
T

, L
A

N
D

SC
A

PE
 A

R
C

H
IT

EC
T

,
O

R
 

LA
N

D
 

SU
R

V
EY

O
R

, 
T

O
 

A
LT

ER
 

A
N

 
IT

EM
 

IN
A

N
Y

 W
A

Y
.  

IF
 A

N
 I

T
EM

 B
EA

R
IN

G
 T

H
E 

ST
A

M
P 

O
F

A
 

LI
C

EN
SE

D
 

PR
O

FE
SS

IO
N

A
L 

IS
 

A
LT

ER
ED

, 
T

H
E

A
LT

ER
IN

G
 

EN
G

IN
EE

R
, 

A
R

C
H

IT
EC

T
, 

LA
N

D
SC

A
PE

A
R

C
H

IT
EC

T
, 

O
R

 L
A

N
D

 S
U

R
V

EY
O

R
 S

H
A

LL
 S

T
A

M
P

T
H

E 
D

O
C

U
M

EN
T 

A
N

D
 IN

C
LU

D
E 

T
H

E 
N

O
T

A
T

IO
N

"A
LT

ER
ED

 B
Y

" 
FO

LL
O

W
ED

 B
Y

 T
H

EI
R

 S
IG

N
A

T
U

R
E,

T
H

E 
D

A
T

E 
O

F 
SU

C
H

 
A

LT
ER

A
T

IO
N

, 
A

N
D

 
A

SP
EC

IF
IC

 D
ES

C
R

IP
T

IO
N

 O
F 

T
H

E 
A

LT
ER

A
T

IO
N

.
St

at
e 

of
 N

.Y
. C

er
t. 

of
 A

ut
ho

ri
za

tio
n:

 0
00

86
71

/0
00

88
21

PR
IN

T
 D

A
T

E:

M
A

N
A

G
ER

:

PR
O

JE
C

T
 N

U
M

BE
R

:

D
R

A
W

N
 B

Y
:

D
ES

IG
N

ED
 B

Y
:

C
H

EC
K

ED
 B

Y
:

SH
EE

T
 N

o.

C
-L

A
Y

T

D
R

A
W

IN
G

 N
o.

A
LL

 D
IM

EN
SI

O
N

S 
IN

 U
S 

SU
R

V
EY

 F
EE

T
 U

N
LE

SS
 O

T
H

ER
W

IS
E 

N
O

T
ED

N
O

T
E:

 A
LL

 U
T

IL
IT

Y
 L

O
C

A
T

IO
N

S 
SH

O
W

N
 A

R
E 

Q
U

A
LI

T
Y

 L
EV

EL
   

  (
Q

LD
).

D
O

C
U

M
EN

T
 N

A
M

E:
PI

N
:

BR
ID

G
E/

C
U

LV
ER

T
:

O
N

:
PR

EP
A

R
ED

 B
Y

:

77
7 

C
he

st
nu

t 
R

id
ge

 R
oa

d
Su

ite
 2

02
C

he
st

nu
t 

R
id

ge
, N

Y
  1

09
77

Ph
on

e:
 8

45
.3

52
.0

41
1

Fa
x:

 8
45

.3
52

.2
61

1
6/

28
/2

01
6

ST
A

T
E

 O
F 

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K

A
S 

BU
IL

T
 R

EV
IS

IO
N

S
D

ES
C

R
IP

T
IO

N
 O

F 
W

O
R

K
:

SI
G

N
A

T
U

R
E

D
A

T
E

A
M

Y
'S

 K
IT

C
H

E
N

 &
 S

C
IE

N
C

E
 O

F 
T

H
E

 S
O

U
L

B
R

ID
G

E
 D

E
SI

G
N

T
R

A
IN

IN
G

 C
E

N
T

E
R

 L
A

N
E

 A
N

D
 H

A
R

T
LE

Y
 R

O
A

D

T
O

W
N

 O
F 

G
O

SH
E

N

O
R

A
N

G
E

 C
O

U
N

T
Y

A
W

08
.0

3.
70

P

N
M

G
BD

R
PA

M
N

M
G

13
00

16
59

B

BR
ID

G
E 

EL
EV

A
T

IO
N

ST
-6

6 
   

   
   

  

10
10

SC
A

LE
 : 

1"
 =

 1
0'

0
8

6
4

2
5

PR
O

PO
SE

D
 B

R
ID

G
E 

EL
EV

A
T

IO
N

2
1

2
1

N
O

T
ES

:
1.

T
H

E 
PR

O
PO

SE
D

 F
R

EE
BO

A
R

D
 C

LE
A

N
IN

G
 =

 1
.0

 F
T

 F
O

R
 T

H
E 

1%
 F

LO
O

D
 E

V
EN

T
.

C
R

IT
IC

A
L 

PO
IN

T
 IS

 L
O

C
A

T
ED

 A
T

 T
H

E 
IN

T
ER

SE
C

T
IO

N
 O

F 
T

H
E 

EA
ST

 A
BU

T
M

EN
T

ST
EM

 A
N

D
 T

H
E 

BO
T

T
O

M
 O

F 
T

H
E 

T
R

U
SS

 B
O

T
T

O
M

 C
H

O
R

D
.

A
P

P
R

O
X

. N
O

R
M

A
L 

W
A

TE
R

 L
E

V
E

L

1%
 W

S
E

L.
 3

73
.7

9'



9.
26

.1
6

Am
y’

s 
Ki

tc
he

n
Sc

ie
nc

e 
of

 th
e 

So
ul

Fi
g

u
re

 I-
12

Pr
op

os
ed

 W
al

lk
ill

 R
iv

er
 B

rid
ge

 P
la

n

O
F 

21

C
us

to
m

er
 L

oy
al

ty
 th

ro
ug

h 
C

lie
nt

 S
at

is
fa

ct
io

n
w

 w
 w

 . 
m

 a
 s

 e
 r

 c
 o

 n
 s

 u
 l 

t 
i n

 g
 . 

c 
o 

m
En

gi
ne

er
s 

   
 P

la
nn

er
s 

   
 S

ur
ve

yo
rs

La
nd

sc
ap

e 
A

rc
hi

te
ct

s 
   

 E
nv

ir
on

m
en

ta
l S

ci
en

tis
ts

IT
 I

S 
A

 V
IO

LA
T

IO
N

 O
F 

LA
W

 F
O

R 
A

N
Y

 P
ER

SO
N

,
U

N
LE

SS
 

T
H

EY
 

A
R

E 
A

C
T

IN
G

 
U

N
D

ER
 

T
H

E
D

IR
EC

T
IO

N
 

O
F 

A
 

LI
C

EN
SE

D
 

PR
O

FE
SS

IO
N

A
L

EN
G

IN
EE

R
, A

R
C

H
IT

EC
T

, L
A

N
D

SC
A

PE
 A

R
C

H
IT

EC
T

,
O

R 
LA

N
D

 
SU

R
V

EY
O

R
, 

T
O

 
A

LT
ER

 
A

N
 

IT
EM

 
IN

A
N

Y
 W

A
Y

.  
IF

 A
N

 IT
EM

 B
EA

R
IN

G
 T

H
E 

ST
A

M
P 

O
F

A
 

LI
C

EN
SE

D
 

PR
O

FE
SS

IO
N

A
L 

IS
 

A
LT

ER
ED

, 
T

H
E

A
LT

ER
IN

G
 

EN
G

IN
EE

R
, 

A
R

C
H

IT
EC

T
, 

LA
N

D
SC

A
PE

A
R

C
H

IT
EC

T
, 

O
R 

LA
N

D
 S

U
R

V
EY

O
R

 S
H

A
LL

 S
T

A
M

P
T

H
E 

D
O

C
U

M
EN

T 
A

N
D

 IN
C

LU
D

E 
T

H
E 

N
O

T
A

T
IO

N
"A

LT
ER

ED
 B

Y
" 

FO
LL

O
W

ED
 B

Y
 T

H
EI

R
 S

IG
N

A
T

U
R

E,
T

H
E 

D
A

T
E 

O
F 

SU
C

H
 

A
LT

ER
A

T
IO

N
, 

A
N

D
 

A
SP

EC
IF

IC
 D

ES
C

R
IP

T
IO

N
 O

F 
T

H
E 

A
LT

ER
A

T
IO

N
.

St
at

e 
of

 N
.Y

. C
er

t. 
of

 A
ut

ho
ri

za
tio

n:
 0

00
86

71
/0

00
88

21
PR

IN
T

 D
A

T
E:

M
A

N
A

G
ER

:

PR
O

JE
C

T
 N

U
M

BE
R

:

D
R

A
W

N
 B

Y
:

D
ES

IG
N

ED
 B

Y
:

C
H

EC
K

ED
 B

Y
:

SH
EE

T
 N

o.

C
-L

A
Y

T

D
R

A
W

IN
G

 N
o.

A
LL

 D
IM

EN
SI

O
N

S 
IN

 U
S 

SU
R

V
EY

 F
EE

T
 U

N
LE

SS
 O

T
H

ER
W

IS
E 

N
O

T
ED

N
O

T
E:

 A
LL

 U
T

IL
IT

Y
 L

O
C

A
T

IO
N

S 
SH

O
W

N
 A

R
E 

Q
U

A
LI

T
Y

 L
EV

EL
   

  (
Q

LD
).

D
O

C
U

M
EN

T
 N

A
M

E:
PI

N
:

BR
ID

G
E/

C
U

LV
ER

T
:

O
N

:
PR

EP
A

R
ED

 B
Y

:

77
7 

C
he

st
nu

t 
R

id
ge

 R
oa

d
Su

ite
 2

02
C

he
st

nu
t 

R
id

ge
, N

Y
  1

09
77

Ph
on

e:
 8

45
.3

52
.0

41
1

Fa
x:

 8
45

.3
52

.2
61

1
6/

28
/2

01
6

ST
A

T
E

 O
F 

N
E

W
 Y

O
R

K

A
S 

BU
IL

T
 R

EV
IS

IO
N

S
D

ES
C

R
IP

T
IO

N
 O

F 
W

O
R

K
:

SI
G

N
A

T
U

R
E

D
A

T
E

A
M

Y
'S

 K
IT

C
H

E
N

 &
 S

C
IE

N
C

E
 O

F 
T

H
E

 S
O

U
L

B
R

ID
G

E
 D

E
SI

G
N

T
R

A
IN

IN
G

 C
E

N
T

E
R

 L
A

N
E

 A
N

D
 H

A
R

T
LE

Y
 R

O
A

D

T
O

W
N

 O
F 

G
O

SH
E

N

O
R

A
N

G
E

 C
O

U
N

T
Y

A
W

08
.0

3.
70

P

N
M

G
BD

R
PA

M
N

M
G

13
00

16
59

B

N
O

T
E

1.
B

R
ID

G
E

 A
LI

G
N

M
E

N
T 

S
TA

. 3
+0

0 
M

A
TC

H
E

S
 W

E
S

T 
V

E
R

H
A

G
E

 A
LI

G
N

M
E

N
T 

S
TA

. 2
2+

00

2.
B

R
ID

G
E

 A
LI

G
N

M
E

N
T 

S
TA

. 5
+9

5.
55

 M
A

TC
H

E
S

 A
M

Y
'S

 T
R

U
C

K
 D

O
C

K
 A

LI
G

N
M

E
N

T 
S

TA
. 1

2+
50

3.
BR

ID
G

E 
PR

O
JE

C
T

 L
IM

IT
S 

A
R

E 
FR

O
M

 S
T

A
. 3

+3
7.

58
 T

O
 S

T
A

. 5
+3

0.
33

. A
LL

 R
O

A
D

W
O

R
K

 O
U

T
SI

D
E

O
F 

BR
ID

G
E 

LI
M

IT
S 

T
O

 B
E 

D
O

N
E 

BY
 O

T
H

ER
S.

PR
O

PO
SE

D
 B

R
ID

G
E 

PL
A

N

20
20

SC
A

LE
 : 

1"
 =

 2
0'

0
16

12
8

4
10

G
EN

ER
A

L 
BR

ID
G

E 
PL

A
N

ST
-4

4 
   

   
   

  

T
O

P 
O

F 
W

A
LL

EL
. 3

72
.3

7'



Amy’s Kitchen/Science of the Soul 

09/28/2016 I-10  

CONSTRUCTION PHASING 

Full build-out of Amy’s Kitchen would occur in two (2) phases. Phase 1 would total 226,000 
square feet: 215,000 square feet of production space and 11,000 square feet of office space. An 
accessory 3,000 square-foot medical clinic would be constructed in a free-standing building on 
the Project Site. Phase 1 would also include construction of the new access road from NYS 
Route 17M, relocation of Training Center Lane, the bridge across the Wallkill River, internal 
driveways and employee parking, water supply lines, wastewater force-main, and the on-site 
wastewater pre-treatment system. Site landscaping, stormwater management, and lighting would 
also be completed. It is anticipated that Phase 1 would take approximately 24 months to 
complete. Amy’s Kitchen has scheduled the Goshen facility to be completed in 2019. Grading 
would not commence until Site Plan approval has been finalized by the Town of Goshen 
Planning Board. Clearing of trees would not commence until November 1 to comply with 
NYSDEC restrictions relating to protected species of bats. 

Overall, the sequence of construction activities is substantially similar to what was described in 
the DEIS. A modified construction schedule has been developed (see Figure I-13). 

Construction activity would begin with site work (clearing and grading) of the Access Road 
Improvement Area, access road alignment on the Echo Lake property, and the bridge landing 
area on the Ver Hage property. Delivery of earth-moving equipment and limited construction 
worker access to the Project Site would be provided directly from NYS Route 17M and by the 
existing driveway to the Echo Lake property on Echo Lake Road and by the existing driveway to 
the Ver Hage property on Hartley Road. Neither the Echo Lake Road driveway nor the Hartley 
Road driveway would be used as long-term construction site access points. Since the initial 
focus of construction is the clearing and grading of the access road from NYS Route 17M to the 
upper portion of the Echo Lake property and the Wallkill River bridge location, that road would 
become the primary construction access to the Project Site. 

While rough grading occurs on the Echo Lake property and the Wallkill River bridge is 
constructed, installation of utilities serving the Proposed Project would be underway. A 
significant amount of investment is required to bring utilities to the Project Site and this must 
occur before construction can commence on building foundations and super-structure. The water 
supply and wastewater force-main would be constructed within the Heritage Trail Utility 
Corridor while the gas line would be constructed along the access road from NYS Route 17M. 
Installation of the Wallkill River bridge would follow to allow for construction access to the Ver 
Hage property from NYS Route 17M.  

Once the access road and bridge have been substantially completed and would allow for 
construction truck traffic, transfer of excess fill material from the Echo Lake property to the Ver 
Hage property would commence. Since the grading plan for the Proposed Project contemplates a 
roughly balanced cut-and-fill across the Project Site, excavated material from the Echo Lake 
property would be used to fill the Ver Hage property. With the access road and bridge completed 
in the earliest construction phase, very limited construction traffic would use either Hartley Road 
or Echo Lake Road. 

Following rough grading on the Ver Hage property, construction of building foundations and 
site utilities would commence, followed by construction of site buildings for the Amy’s Kitchen 
manufacturing facility. Electrical connections for both Amy’s Kitchen and SoS Conference 
Center would be pulled from existing transmission lines along Hartley Road and/or Echo Lake 
Road.  
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Figure 1-13a
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PROJECT SEQUENCING / PHASING

Phase Science of the Soul Site - Echo Lake Amy's Kitchen Site - Ver Hage
1A Install stabilized construction entrance. Clear trees from entire site - Leave stumps in place, no

grubbing.

1B Install erosion control measures. Silt fence, Diversion Swales, Temporary Sediment Traps, etc…

2 Remove stumps & grub access road from
proposed bridge to location of entrance road
split between Science of Soul and Amy's Kitchen
access points.
Strip and stockpile topsoil.
Excavate to proposed road sub-grade elevation,
stockpile material in fill zone on Science of Soul
site.
Prepare access and staging areas for bridge
construction

Prepare construction access and staging areas to
proposed bridge and prepare for bridge
construction.

3 Construct proposed bridge

4 Transport stockpiled fill materials from Echo Lake Science of the Soul Site across bridge to VerHage
Amy's Kitchen Site and place & grade areas requiring proposed fill.

5 Construct access road from RT 17M to newly constructed bridge. Excavated materials to be placed
in fill zone on Science of the Soul Site. Road construction includes road-side swales, drainage
utilities, final slope stabilization.
Construct new Mid-Hudson Psychiatric driveway, leave current Mid-Husdson Psychiatric driveway
in-service, place binder course asphalt, temporary stripe lanes on new access road

6 Construct all NYSDOT approved offsite traffic improvements on RT 17M including new turn lanes,
new entrance road to Fire Training Lane,  and traffic signals.
After traffic signal is operational, switch Mid-Hudson Psychiatric driveway to use new entrance.
Demolish existing Mid-Hudson Psychiatric driveway entrance.

7 Continue cut & fill / mass-haul operations on
Science of the Soul Site to bring site to proposed
sub-grade elevation. Provide and maintain
temporary stabilization for all areas as proposed
sub-grade elevation is achieved.

Prepare Amy's Kitchen proposed building areas
to sub-grade. Continue grading site to proposed
sub-grade elevation.

8 Install drainage swales and final stablize all site
slopes with topsoil, seed, & stabilization matting
as work progresses and slope reaches final
grade.

Prepare project staging areas and install
temporary contractor parking areas within
proposed employee parking areas. Stabilize all
areas with item 4 sub-base.

9 Construct site access and circulation roadways
and road-side swales to sub-grade elevation.
Install item 4 sub-base.

Prepare project access roads to sub-grade
elevation. Install proposed Item 4 sub-base.
Install  site access control gates at all entrances.

10 Construct staging areas and temporary
contractor parking areas within proposed
parking lots.

Commence construction on Amy's Kitchen
proposed manufacturing plant, clinic, and waste
water treatment plant

11 Commence construction on proposed Central
Building, Family Building, and Maintenance Barn

Install proposed water, sewer, and drainage
utilities

12 Install proposed water, sewer, and drainage
utilities. Provide stubs for building connections
as needed

Install proposed employee parking areas to
sub-grade elevation. Install item 4 sub-base.
Install site lighting

13 Commence construction on conference center
and toilet buildings

Construct gate house and vehicle barriers at
bridge.

14 Install drainage needed within large open lawn
area SW of conference center, spread topsoil and
seed. Establish final lawn area growth

Install curbing within roadways and parking lots,
install porous asphalt sub-base materials, pave
employee parking areas with binder course
asphalt. Do not install porous asphalt. Protect
porous asphalt areas with silt fence

15 Contruct guest house access driveway, install
water and sewer utlity lines to guest house area,
install item 4 sub-base, and rough grade
proposed guest house building area. Rough
grade proposed caretaker residence building
areas.

Install binder course asphalt on all proposed
project roads

16 Commence construction on Guest House and
Caretake Residences

Make connection to water main from off-site at
Heritage Trail. Connect waste water treatment
plant to off-site sewer

17 Construct final parking lots for Conference
Center and Bus Parking. Construct Orchard
Parking lot including tree planting, final topsoil &
seed and gravel drive aisles. Install site lighting,
install item 4 sub-base, install porous asphalt
sub-base materials. protect porous asphalt areas
with silt fence. Do Not install porous asphalt.

Convert temporary sediment ponds to final
permanent bio-retention areas

18 Construct and install parking lots at Central
Building and Family Building including item 4
sub-base and binder course asphalt

Install all site landscaping

19 Final topsoil and seed lawn areas between
Family Building, Central Building, and Caretaker
residences.

Install top course asphalt in all final parking areas
and road ways as appropriate, install porous
asphalt, stripe parking stalls and roadways.

20 Make connection to water main from off-site at
Heritage Trail. Connect sewer to proposed pump
station.

Amy's Kitchen Project Closeout

21 Final grade item 4 on all roadways and install
binder course asphalt on road ways and all
parking areas.

22 Convert temporary sediment ponds to final
permanent bio-retention area.

23 Install all site landscaping

24 Install top course asphalt in all final parking areas
and road ways as appropriate, install porous
asphalt, stripe parking stalls and roadways.

25 Install top course asphalt and final striping on Entrance Road from Rt 17M

26 Complete Project Closeout
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Figure 1-13b
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PROJECT SEQUENCING / PHASING

Phase Science of the Soul Site - Echo Lake Amy's Kitchen Site - Ver Hage
1A Install stabilized construction entrance. Clear trees from entire site - Leave stumps in place, no

grubbing.

1B Install erosion control measures. Silt fence, Diversion Swales, Temporary Sediment Traps, etc…

2 Remove stumps & grub access road from
proposed bridge to location of entrance road
split between Science of Soul and Amy's Kitchen
access points.
Strip and stockpile topsoil.
Excavate to proposed road sub-grade elevation,
stockpile material in fill zone on Science of Soul
site.
Prepare access and staging areas for bridge
construction

Prepare construction access and staging areas to
proposed bridge and prepare for bridge
construction.

3 Construct proposed bridge

4 Transport stockpiled fill materials from Echo Lake Science of the Soul Site across bridge to VerHage
Amy's Kitchen Site and place & grade areas requiring proposed fill.

5 Construct access road from RT 17M to newly constructed bridge. Excavated materials to be placed
in fill zone on Science of the Soul Site. Road construction includes road-side swales, drainage
utilities, final slope stabilization.
Construct new Mid-Hudson Psychiatric driveway, leave current Mid-Husdson Psychiatric driveway
in-service, place binder course asphalt, temporary stripe lanes on new access road

6 Construct all NYSDOT approved offsite traffic improvements on RT 17M including new turn lanes,
new entrance road to Fire Training Lane,  and traffic signals.
After traffic signal is operational, switch Mid-Hudson Psychiatric driveway to use new entrance.
Demolish existing Mid-Hudson Psychiatric driveway entrance.

7 Continue cut & fill / mass-haul operations on
Science of the Soul Site to bring site to proposed
sub-grade elevation. Provide and maintain
temporary stabilization for all areas as proposed
sub-grade elevation is achieved.

Prepare Amy's Kitchen proposed building areas
to sub-grade. Continue grading site to proposed
sub-grade elevation.

8 Install drainage swales and final stablize all site
slopes with topsoil, seed, & stabilization matting
as work progresses and slope reaches final
grade.

Prepare project staging areas and install
temporary contractor parking areas within
proposed employee parking areas. Stabilize all
areas with item 4 sub-base.

9 Construct site access and circulation roadways
and road-side swales to sub-grade elevation.
Install item 4 sub-base.

Prepare project access roads to sub-grade
elevation. Install proposed Item 4 sub-base.
Install  site access control gates at all entrances.

10 Construct staging areas and temporary
contractor parking areas within proposed
parking lots.

Commence construction on Amy's Kitchen
proposed manufacturing plant, clinic, and waste
water treatment plant

11 Commence construction on proposed Central
Building, Family Building, and Maintenance Barn

Install proposed water, sewer, and drainage
utilities

12 Install proposed water, sewer, and drainage
utilities. Provide stubs for building connections
as needed

Install proposed employee parking areas to
sub-grade elevation. Install item 4 sub-base.
Install site lighting

13 Commence construction on conference center
and toilet buildings

Construct gate house and vehicle barriers at
bridge.

14 Install drainage needed within large open lawn
area SW of conference center, spread topsoil and
seed. Establish final lawn area growth

Install curbing within roadways and parking lots,
install porous asphalt sub-base materials, pave
employee parking areas with binder course
asphalt. Do not install porous asphalt. Protect
porous asphalt areas with silt fence

15 Contruct guest house access driveway, install
water and sewer utlity lines to guest house area,
install item 4 sub-base, and rough grade
proposed guest house building area. Rough
grade proposed caretaker residence building
areas.

Install binder course asphalt on all proposed
project roads

16 Commence construction on Guest House and
Caretake Residences

Make connection to water main from off-site at
Heritage Trail. Connect waste water treatment
plant to off-site sewer

17 Construct final parking lots for Conference
Center and Bus Parking. Construct Orchard
Parking lot including tree planting, final topsoil &
seed and gravel drive aisles. Install site lighting,
install item 4 sub-base, install porous asphalt
sub-base materials. protect porous asphalt areas
with silt fence. Do Not install porous asphalt.

Convert temporary sediment ponds to final
permanent bio-retention areas

18 Construct and install parking lots at Central
Building and Family Building including item 4
sub-base and binder course asphalt

Install all site landscaping

19 Final topsoil and seed lawn areas between
Family Building, Central Building, and Caretaker
residences.

Install top course asphalt in all final parking areas
and road ways as appropriate, install porous
asphalt, stripe parking stalls and roadways.

20 Make connection to water main from off-site at
Heritage Trail. Connect sewer to proposed pump
station.

Amy's Kitchen Project Closeout

21 Final grade item 4 on all roadways and install
binder course asphalt on road ways and all
parking areas.

22 Convert temporary sediment ponds to final
permanent bio-retention area.

23 Install all site landscaping

24 Install top course asphalt in all final parking areas
and road ways as appropriate, install porous
asphalt, stripe parking stalls and roadways.

25 Install top course asphalt and final striping on Entrance Road from Rt 17M

26 Complete Project Closeout
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PROJECT SEQUENCING / PHASING

Phase Science of the Soul Site - Echo Lake Amy's Kitchen Site - Ver Hage
1A Install stabilized construction entrance. Clear trees from entire site - Leave stumps in place, no

grubbing.

1B Install erosion control measures. Silt fence, Diversion Swales, Temporary Sediment Traps, etc…

2 Remove stumps & grub access road from
proposed bridge to location of entrance road
split between Science of Soul and Amy's Kitchen
access points.
Strip and stockpile topsoil.
Excavate to proposed road sub-grade elevation,
stockpile material in fill zone on Science of Soul
site.
Prepare access and staging areas for bridge
construction

Prepare construction access and staging areas to
proposed bridge and prepare for bridge
construction.

3 Construct proposed bridge

4 Transport stockpiled fill materials from Echo Lake Science of the Soul Site across bridge to VerHage
Amy's Kitchen Site and place & grade areas requiring proposed fill.

5 Construct access road from RT 17M to newly constructed bridge. Excavated materials to be placed
in fill zone on Science of the Soul Site. Road construction includes road-side swales, drainage
utilities, final slope stabilization.
Construct new Mid-Hudson Psychiatric driveway, leave current Mid-Husdson Psychiatric driveway
in-service, place binder course asphalt, temporary stripe lanes on new access road

6 Construct all NYSDOT approved offsite traffic improvements on RT 17M including new turn lanes,
new entrance road to Fire Training Lane,  and traffic signals.
After traffic signal is operational, switch Mid-Hudson Psychiatric driveway to use new entrance.
Demolish existing Mid-Hudson Psychiatric driveway entrance.

7 Continue cut & fill / mass-haul operations on
Science of the Soul Site to bring site to proposed
sub-grade elevation. Provide and maintain
temporary stabilization for all areas as proposed
sub-grade elevation is achieved.

Prepare Amy's Kitchen proposed building areas
to sub-grade. Continue grading site to proposed
sub-grade elevation.

8 Install drainage swales and final stablize all site
slopes with topsoil, seed, & stabilization matting
as work progresses and slope reaches final
grade.

Prepare project staging areas and install
temporary contractor parking areas within
proposed employee parking areas. Stabilize all
areas with item 4 sub-base.

9 Construct site access and circulation roadways
and road-side swales to sub-grade elevation.
Install item 4 sub-base.

Prepare project access roads to sub-grade
elevation. Install proposed Item 4 sub-base.
Install  site access control gates at all entrances.

10 Construct staging areas and temporary
contractor parking areas within proposed
parking lots.

Commence construction on Amy's Kitchen
proposed manufacturing plant, clinic, and waste
water treatment plant

11 Commence construction on proposed Central
Building, Family Building, and Maintenance Barn

Install proposed water, sewer, and drainage
utilities

12 Install proposed water, sewer, and drainage
utilities. Provide stubs for building connections
as needed

Install proposed employee parking areas to
sub-grade elevation. Install item 4 sub-base.
Install site lighting

13 Commence construction on conference center
and toilet buildings

Construct gate house and vehicle barriers at
bridge.

14 Install drainage needed within large open lawn
area SW of conference center, spread topsoil and
seed. Establish final lawn area growth

Install curbing within roadways and parking lots,
install porous asphalt sub-base materials, pave
employee parking areas with binder course
asphalt. Do not install porous asphalt. Protect
porous asphalt areas with silt fence

15 Contruct guest house access driveway, install
water and sewer utlity lines to guest house area,
install item 4 sub-base, and rough grade
proposed guest house building area. Rough
grade proposed caretaker residence building
areas.

Install binder course asphalt on all proposed
project roads

16 Commence construction on Guest House and
Caretake Residences

Make connection to water main from off-site at
Heritage Trail. Connect waste water treatment
plant to off-site sewer

17 Construct final parking lots for Conference
Center and Bus Parking. Construct Orchard
Parking lot including tree planting, final topsoil &
seed and gravel drive aisles. Install site lighting,
install item 4 sub-base, install porous asphalt
sub-base materials. protect porous asphalt areas
with silt fence. Do Not install porous asphalt.

Convert temporary sediment ponds to final
permanent bio-retention areas

18 Construct and install parking lots at Central
Building and Family Building including item 4
sub-base and binder course asphalt

Install all site landscaping

19 Final topsoil and seed lawn areas between
Family Building, Central Building, and Caretaker
residences.

Install top course asphalt in all final parking areas
and road ways as appropriate, install porous
asphalt, stripe parking stalls and roadways.

20 Make connection to water main from off-site at
Heritage Trail. Connect sewer to proposed pump
station.

Amy's Kitchen Project Closeout

21 Final grade item 4 on all roadways and install
binder course asphalt on road ways and all
parking areas.

22 Convert temporary sediment ponds to final
permanent bio-retention area.

23 Install all site landscaping

24 Install top course asphalt in all final parking areas
and road ways as appropriate, install porous
asphalt, stripe parking stalls and roadways.

25 Install top course asphalt and final striping on Entrance Road from Rt 17M

26 Complete Project Closeout
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Phase 2 of Amy’s Kitchen would total 140,000 square feet: a 134,000 square feet expansion of 
production space and an additional 6,000 square feet of office space. Phase 2 construction is 
anticipated to be completed by approximately 2023. 

WAREHOUSE USE 

No changes are proposed to the potential future Warehouse Use from what was described and 
analyzed in the DEIS. An approximately 11.6-acre portion of the Ver Hage property would be 
subdivided for a future approximately 70,000 square-foot Warehouse Use that would have 
access from the Amy’s Kitchen internal site driveway (emergency access would be provided 
from Hartley Road) (see Figure I-4).  

SCIENCE OF THE SOUL 

In response to comments from the involved and interested agencies, several changes are 
proposed to the SoS Conference Center, including the relocation of the Guest House, and the 
inclusion of conservation easements on the subject properties as further described below. 
However, the overall development program remains the same from what was described and 
analyzed in the DEIS.  

SoS proposes to construct a Conference Center on the Echo Lake property (see Figure I-14). 
The Conference Center would comprise an approximately 200,000 square-foot open-air pavilion 
with four (4) associated restroom buildings (approximately 5,000 square feet each); one (1) two-
story approximately 80,000 square-foot Multi-Purpose/Family Area Building; one (1) two-story 
approximately 38,000 square-foot Central Building; one (1) one-story approximately 8,000 
square-foot Maintenance Barn; two (2) Caretaker Residences, approximately 2,400 square feet 
each; one (1) approximately 4,500 square-foot Guest House; and associated pervious and 
impervious parking areas to accommodate approximately 2,043 cars and 130 buses. 

The Conference Center would be used to host one (1) annual three (3)-day national conference 
(“National Conference”), with attendance of up to 12,000 people. The National Conference 
would typically be held over a three (3) day period: either Friday through Sunday or Saturday 
through Monday. Each day’s program for a National Conference would run from 9:00 AM until 
1:00 PM. 

In addition, SoS would hold one (1) regional two (2)-day conference (“Regional Conference”) 
per year with approximately 1,200 to 2,000 attendees over a weekend. The Regional Conference 
would be held in the two-story Multi-Purpose/Family Area Building. The lecture would occur on 
one floor, and the other floor would be used for the family area. The Regional Conference would 
start mid-day on a Saturday and conclude on a Sunday afternoon. 

Regular weekly meetings on Sunday mornings for local congregants (“Weekly Meeting”), 
estimated between 200 and 400 people, would be held in the Multi-Purpose Building. The 
Central Building would be used for administrative purposes, temporary accommodation for 
volunteers staying for short periods, and small volunteer meetings. During the week, a small 
number of volunteers (10 to 15 people) would attend to normal administrative and property 
management tasks.  

The Central Building would also contain a commercial kitchen, which would be used to provide 
meals for volunteers. Guests attending the National and Regional Conferences would not be 
served from this kitchen. They will be offered a bag lunch with wrapped food provided by 
Amy’s Kitchen. 
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During both the National and Regional Conferences, attendees would engage in off-site 
activities (tourism, shopping, and entertainment) or on-site volunteer activities (property 
maintenance and agriculture) after the day’s session. 

The Conference Center would not be used for weddings or other cultural events, nor would it be 
rented to the general public for any use. 

Access to SoS would be from the new entrance roadway off NYS Route 17M, which would also 
serve the Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility. Emergency access and such other access as the 
Town may require, and as the County might permit, would be provided from Echo Lake Road 
with a permeable hard surface. 

SoS would seek to avoid using temporary structures. Temporary structures would be limited to 
small canopy/tent structures for serving water, lunch, and tea or as information tables. These 
would be located in strategic areas so that event staff and guests would have access to water, tea, 
and information at several locations. Temporary canopy structures may also be used for book 
sales during the National Conference. 

The two (2) caretaker residences would serve as permanent residences for two (2) on-site 
caretaker households (individuals or couples). The five-bedroom Guest House would be used by 
SoS traveling speakers attending the National Conference and for National Board members and 
distinguished guests. The Guest House would be vacant at all other times. 

GUEST HOUSE 

In response to comments from involved and interested agencies, particularly the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC), the Proposed Project would relocate the proposed Guest House to 
minimize the fragmentation of the existing forested area on the Echo Lake Property. The 
proposed Guest House would now be located at an elevation of 510 feet above mean sea level, 
as opposed to 527 feet (see Figure I-15). The relocation enables a shifting of the driveway 
closer to the SoS Conference Center, as well as a reduction in the length of the driveway. This 
relocation would reduce the length of the driveway approximately 1,100 feet (approximately 
forty percent (40%) of its previous length) and would reduce directly and indirectly affected 
habitat for threatened and endangered bat species as specified in Tables I-4 and I-5 below. In 
particular, the reduction in habitat fragmentation from the relocation of the guest house and 
driveway would greatly decrease the impacts to indirectly affected habitat for the Northern long-
eared bat, which prefers interior forest areas for foraging and roosting. 

Table I-4 
Approximate Acreage of Indiana Bat Habitat 

Affected by the Proposed Project 

Impact 
DEIS FEIS 

Foraging Roosting Foraging Roosting 
Directly Affected Habitat 131 42 128 35 

Indirectly Affected Habitat 41 0 41 0 
Total 172 42 169 35 
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Table I-5 
Approximate Acreage of Northern Long Eared Bat Habitat 

Affected by the Proposed Project 

Impact 
DEIS FEIS 

Foraging Roosting Foraging Roosting 
Directly Affected Habitat 39 39 35 32 

Indirectly Affected Habitat 42 41 28.8 27.8 
Total 81 80 63.8 59.8 

 

CONFERENCE CENTER DESIGN 

Since the issuance of the DEIS, the SoS Conference Center architectural designs have been 
advanced, including initial identification of energy demands. Figures I-16 through I-29 provide 
architectural plans and elevations of the major Conference Center buildings. Final building 
materials have not been specified, but SoS intends to select a green-colored roof material and a 
cream-colored exterior siding. 

Initial calculations of energy demand indicate that the Conference Center building (which would 
not be air-conditioned) would draw approximately 300 kilowatts of electrical demand. The 
multi-purpose building/administration building would draw approximately 750 kilowatts of 
electrical demand. The Central Building would draw approximately 300 kilowatts of electrical 
demand. The toilet buildings surrounding the main Conference Center shed would not be air-
conditioned and would draw minimal electrical demand for lighting. The two (2) caretaker 
residences and Guest House would each draw minimal electrical demands. 

STRONG FARM 

SoS intends to continue to enhance the agricultural use of the Strong Farm property and would 
restore the main residence and some of the agricultural structures on the property. The two (2) 
other residential structures would be rented to tenants or used for volunteer housing during the 
National and Regional Conferences. Continuation of the former dairy farm use is not proposed. 
The Strong Farm property would also be used for volunteer parking for the SoS Conference 
Center during the National Conference for three (3) days of the year. Volunteer parking would 
be provided in hayfields or orchards, and not in areas used for crop farming (see Figures I-30 
and I-31). The areas indicated in Figures I-30 and I-31 for overflow parking were selected based 
on ease of access and existing topography, as no grading or earth work is proposed to 
accommodate temporary parking in this area. Slopes in these areas are approximately six to eight 
percent, which could accommodate temporary parking one to three days per year. 

CONSERVATION EASEMENT 

In consultation with the NYSDEC, USFWS, and the Town of Goshen, Amy’s Kitchen and SoS 
have voluntarily agreed to implement land preservation measures on the Project Site and New 
Conservation Properties to mitigate potential indirect impacts to the Indiana bat and northern 
long-eared bat. Figure I-32 identifies the areas to be protected. The Conservation Easements 
would be held by the Town of Goshen, and will include enforcement mechanisms that will be 
approved by the Town Board. Any costs associated with the implementation and enforcement of the 
Conservation Easement will be the responsibility of the Applicant. 
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Science of the Soul Figure I-29
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Undisturbed portions of the Ver Hage property, the Echo Lake property, the Lipoff property 
(including an additional approximately 14 acre parcel on the west side of the Wallkill River), 
and an approximately 5.2 acre parcel of land north of the Ver Hage property would be protected 
through a Conservation Easement. Under the Conservation Easement, further development of 
undisturbed areas would be prohibited except for an approximately four (4)-acre portion of the 
12.1 acre Echo Lake property in the Town of Wawayanda accessed off of Echo Lake Road that 
would be preserved for potential future residential use. This 12.1 acre property is not part of the 
Project Site. Any future use of this 12.1 acre property would be subject to subsequent review 
under SEQRA as applicable.  

The Conservation Easement would prohibit further development of the land in the areas 
specified. This would protect various conservation values including floodplain, wetlands, scenic 
values, and potential roosting and foraging habitat for the Indiana bat and northern long-eared 
bat. 

The Strong Farm will be protected through a Conservation Easement to be enforced by the Town 
of Goshen. Activities on Strong Farm will be limited to farming and existing residential uses. 
Repair or replacement of existing buildings, as well as construction of new agricultural buildings 
within the developed area will be permitted as shown in Figure I-32. Any new buildings will be 
designed to be consistent with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and Scenic Overlay District and 
would require approval of the Town. In addition, no new development will occur within wetland 
or floodplain areas, and foraging habitat for the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat will be 
preserved. Temporary volunteer parking and overflow parking (if needed) will also be allowed 
in the areas indicated in Figures I-30 and I-31 during the three-day annual SoS National Event. 

In total, Amy’s Kitchen and SoS have agreed to protect 273 acres, up from 262 acres in the 
DEIS, including 165 acres of woodland, up from 162 acres in the DEIS, as an offset for impacts 
to habitat for the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat. 

D. PERMITS AND APPROVALS 
The following permits and authorizations have been identified as potentially required. 
Additional permits and/or agencies may be identified at a later date. 

INVOLVED AGENCIES 

• NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
- State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) General Permit for Stormwater 

from Construction Activities (GP-0-15-002) 
- Freshwater Wetlands permit (6 NYCRR Part 662) for wetland buffer disturbance 
- Extension of private wastewater force-main 
- Incidental taking (ECL Article 11) of an endangered species 

• NYS Department of Transportation 
- Highway Work Permit for roadway improvements on NYS Route 17M 
- Land transfer from NYS OMH/OGS for roadway improvements 

• NYS Office of General Services 
- Land transfer to Town of Goshen 
- Land transfer to NYSDOT 
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• NYS Office of Mental Health 
- Land transfer to Town of Goshen 
- Land transfer to NYSDOT 

• New York State Department of Health 
- Public Function permit (Title 10, Chapter I, NYS Sanitary Code, Part 18) 

• Empire State Development  
- Approval of financial incentives 

• Orange County Legislature 
- Approval of wastewater force-main and water supply line within the Heritage Trail 

right-of-way 
- Approval of potential modified access (for SoS National Conference) across the 

Heritage Trail for the Echo Lake site 
• Orange County Department of Public Works 

- Re-alignment of County road 
- Highway work permit for re-alignment of Training Center Lane 
- Modifications to Heritage Trail for water and wastewater lines 

• Orange County Department of Health 
- Approval of extension of private water main to connect to City of Middletown 

• Orange County Industrial Development Agency 
- Resolution to approve payment in lieu of tax (PILOT) program 
- Contribution of $500,000 towards Route 17M improvements 

• Town of Goshen Town Board 
- Land transfer from NYS OMH/OGS 
- Granting of access easement and acceptance of roadway dedication on land transferred 

to the Town from the State and maintenance agreement with Amy’s Kitchen for road 
- Consent to the formation of water and wastewater Transportation Corporations 

• Town of Goshen Planning Board 
- Site Plan approval for Amy’s Kitchen and SoS 
- Subdivision for future Warehouse Use 
- Special Permit approval for a religious use in the CO District 
- Special Permit approval for a warehouse use in the Industrial District 

• Town of Goshen Zoning Board of Appeals 
- Area Variance(s) 

• Town of Goshen Highway Department 
- Highway Work Permit for driveway improvements on Echo Lake Road and/or Hartley 

Road 
• Town of Goshen Building Department 

- Floodplain Development Permit 
• City of Middletown 
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- Board of Estimate and/or City Council agreement for water and wastewater service to an 
out-of-district user 

- City Council Adoption of Local Law to amend out-of-district water and wastewater 
requirements 

- Permit to expand service area (Article 15 Title 15 and 6 NYCRR Part 601) 
• Town of Wawayanda 

- Street-opening permit for utility crossing(s) 

INTERESTED AGENCIES 

The following agencies have no permitting authority but will be considered Interested under 
SEQR and will receive copies of all SEQR documents. 

• United States Army Corps of Engineers 
• United State Fish and Wildlife Service 
• NYS Department of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
• NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets 
• NYS Police (for large SoS events) 
• NYS Dormitory Authority 
• Orange County Department of Planning — G.M.L. § 239-l, m, and n 
• Orange County Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation (Heritage Trail) 
• Orange County Sheriff Department (for large SoS events) 
• Town of Goshen Environmental Review Board 
• Town of Goshen Fire District 
• Town of Goshen Police Department 
• Goshen Volunteer Ambulance Corp 
• Town of Wallkill 
• Village of Goshen  
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Chapter II.  Potential Impacts of the Proposed Project 

A. INTRODUCTION 
This chapter assesses the potential environmental impacts of the Proposed Project, as described 
in Chapter I, “Project Description.” Since the Proposed Project, as revised, is substantially 
similar to the project described in the DEIS, much of the analysis contained in the DEIS and any 
measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts remain relevant. This FEIS assesses whether 
the Proposed Project, as revised, would result in any new or substantially different impacts than 
what were previously described in the DEIS. 

The Proposed Project comprises five (5) primary components: 

• Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility on the “Ver Hage property”; 
• Subdivision of approximately 11.6 acres from the “Ver Hage property” for a future 

“Warehouse Use;” 1 
• SoS Conference Center on the “Echo Lake property”; 
• Potable water supply line and wastewater force-main within the existing Heritage Trail; and 
• Use of the “Strong Farm property” for agricultural use and volunteer parking for SoS. 

Since the issuance of the DEIS, the following project modifications have been made in response 
to public and agency comment: 

• Realignment of the proposed site access road from NYS Route 17M; 
• Adjustment of the proposed property line of property to be transferred from NYSOMH to 

the Town of Goshen to accommodate the realignment of the access road; 
• Modifications to the emergency access entrances on Hartley Road; 
• Development of additional detail for the on-site wastewater pre-treatment plant serving the 

Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility; 
• Advancement of design drawings for the proposed Wallkill River bridge; 
• Relocation of the proposed Guest House and a reduction in the length of the driveway to 

reach the Guest House on the SoS property; 
• Development of architectural drawings for the SoS Conference Center buildings; 
• Identification of certain properties to be included in either a Conservation Easement to offset 

indirect impacts to habitat of the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat; 
• Addition of 27.8 acres of new conservation land; and 

                                                      
1 The actual size of the subdivision would be determined at the time of application. The Subdivision and 

Site Plan/Special Permit applications for the Warehouse Use would be pursued by Mr. Ver Hage. For 
analysis purposes, the DEIS/FEIS assumes a warehouse of approximately 70,000 square feet.  



Amy’s Kitchen/Science of the Soul 

09/28/2016 II-2  

• Refinement of the overall Proposed Project construction schedule. 

The primary changes associated with the Proposed Project are the realignment of the access 
road, the relocation of the guest house, and the addition of 27.8 acres of new conservation land 
to offset indirect impacts to habitat of the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat. 

The proposed realignment of the access road is in response to discussions with the New York 
State Office of Mental Health (NYSOMH). This slight modification to the alignment of the 
proposed access road would cause a change to the boundary of the land to be transferred from 
the State of New York to the Town of Goshen. However, the “Access Road Improvement Area” 
is still located in the same area as previously described and analyzed in the DEIS. As such, no 
significant changes to impacts discussed in the DEIS are anticipated. 

The Proposed Project would relocate the proposed Guest House to minimize the fragmentation 
of the existing forested area on the Echo Lake Property. The proposed Guest House would now 
be located at an elevation of 510 feet above mean sea level, as opposed to 527 feet. The 
relocation enables a shifting of the driveway closer to the SoS Conference Center, as well as a 
reduction in the length of the driveway. This relocation would reduce the length of the driveway 
by approximately 1,100 feet (approximately forty percent (40%) of its previous length) and 
would reduce direct and indirect impacts to habitat for threatened and endangered bat species. 

B. POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT 

GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

Two elements of the Proposed Project would result in changes to disturbance to geology and 
soils. The realigned access road would result in a different pattern of grading to the Access Road 
Improvement Area, but would not significantly change the amount of geology or soils to be 
disturbed. The reduced length of the SoS Guest House driveway would result in approximately 
3.1 acres less of disturbance from grading activity. (See Figure II-1) 

Through the implementation of a New York State approved Stormwater Pollution Prevention 
Plan (SWPP) and Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (ESCP), the Proposed Project would avoid 
any adverse impacts to soils. Principally through use of sedimentation and erosion control 
measures the movement of soil downslope or downstream would be avoided. This would 
prevent detrimental impacts to receiving waters and wetlands. These measures would be 
installed prior to construction, and would be monitored and maintained constantly during 
construction. With the implementation of these measures, the Proposed Project would not result 
in any significant adverse impacts to geology or soils on or in the vicinity of the Project Site.  

TOPOGRAPHY 

Construction of the Proposed Project will require modifications to the natural topography of the 
Ver Hage property, the Echo Lake property, and the Access Road Improvement Area. The 
construction phasing plan for the Proposed Project would begin with clearing and grading of the 
access road from NYS Route 17M into the Echo Lake property, followed by the construction of 
the bridge over the Wallkill River. This would allow for excess material generated by clearing 
and grading on the Echo Lake property to be used on the Ver Hage property and for the entire 
Project Site to be roughly balanced between cut and fill. (See Figure II-2 and Table II-1). 



STRONG FARM
PROPERTY

LIPOFF
PROPERTY

ECHO LAKE 
PROPERTY

VER HAGE 
PROPERTY

Echo Lake

W
a l l

k i l
l

R
i v

e r

ESB

SXC

AdA

NaD

ScA

MdB

AdB
SXC

CnB

HoC

Du

ErA

HoC

Fd

MdCSXC

MdC

ErA

ErA

ErA

MdB

MdB

Ab

MdD

HoD

RhD

My

Ma

MdB

MdC

ErA

ErA ErA

UnB

RhC

MNE
UnB

HoC

MdB

ErB
MdC

Fd

MdC

AdB

Su

BnB

HoC

RbA

MdC

My

ScB

MdB
MdC

MdD

MdB MdB

MdC
ErA

UnB

HoD

MdC

MdB

ErA

ErB

ErB

MdD

UH

ErA

MdB
MdD

MdC

Wd

MdCMdC

MdB

MdB

Tg

ErA

BnC

MdC

MdC

Ma ErB

Ca

HoC

MdD

OVE

BnC

ErB

Ra

Su

HoC

Ab

MdC
MdC

MdC

AC

BnB

ErA

SXC

MdC

ErB

ErB

BnC

ESB

ErB

Pg

Wd

ErB

RhC

MdC

RKC

ErB
RSD

My

MdD

Ma

ErB

MdC

MdB

MdC

MdB

MdB

MdB

MdB

Ab
OkB

MdC

ESB

ErA

ESB

MdC ErA

MNE

RbA

ErB

Ma

RbA

W

MdB

Ab

MdB

MdC

HoD
MdB

UH

W

MdB

MdB

W

MdB

MdC

MdB

ErB

ErB

UH

UH

MdB

FdRhB

UF
ESB

Cd

MdC

Ab

HoD

MdD

BnC

MdB

MdB
HoD

MdC

ESB

MdB

RSB

ErB

ScB

MdC

ErB

ErB

Ab

Ab

HoC

BnB

ESB

ESB

HoB

ErA

MdC

MdC

Ab

OVE

MdC

Su ErB

BnC

Su

MdC

NaD
RaW

HoC

ErA

MdB

HoB

HoB

MdB

HoC

MdB

CnB
NaD

ErB

ScA
ErBRbA

Ma

MdB
MdD

HoB

MdD

My

HoD

OVE

ErB

RSF

ErB

Du

My

Pg

ErB

MdB

MdB

RbA

MdB

MdD

MdB

UnC

MdC

ErB

ErB

MdB

ErB

HoC

RhD

Fd
Ma

Ra

Tg

MdB

RhC
Ca

MdC

ESB

W

ErBAb MdB

RhD OVE

ErB

MdC

RSD

ErB

HH

RhB

ErA
HoD

MdB

MdB

MdC
MdC

MdD

ErB

Ab

8/9/2016

 Figure II-1
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Figure II-2
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Table II-1 
Cut and Fill Analysis 

Science of the Soul 
Calculation to Final Grade Elevations 

Total Site Cut (1,038,999) CY 
Total Site Fill 994,784  CY 

Site Volume to Finished Grade (44,215) CY Cut to be removed from site 

Imported materials needed for Construction (84,337) 
CY to be imported (Displaces site 
material) 

SUBTOTAL SITE VOLUME (128,552) CY Cut to be removed from site 
Excess material exported to Amy's Kitchen Site 128,552  CY 

NET TOTAL SITE VOLUME 0  CY Fill needed to balance site 
Amy's Kitchen 
Calculation to Final Grade Elevations 

Total Site Cut (67,040) CY 
Total Site Fill 247,745  CY 

Site Volume to Finished Grade 180,705  CY Fill needed on site 

Imported materials needed for Construction (51,553) 
CY to be imported (Displaces site 
material) 

SUBTOTAL SITE VOLUME 129,152  CY Fill needed on site 
Excess material imported from Science of the 

Soul (128,552) CY 
NET TOTAL SITE VOLUME 600  CY Fill needed to balance site 

Source: Lanc & Tully. 
 

The realigned access road and the shortened SoS Guest House driveway would change the 
overall limits of disturbance and impacts to topography. While the shortened SoS Guest House 
driveway is expected to reduce impacts from clearing and grading, the slightly realigned access 
road is likely to result in similar amounts of disturbance and grading activity as was 
contemplated in the DEIS. 

The Proposed Project would result in unavoidable adverse impacts to topography through 
clearing and grading activities. However, the following measures have been identified to 
minimize or mitigate those impacts such that they would not be significant adverse impacts. The 
Proposed Project would utilize erosion and sedimentation protection measures to be designed to 
meet the requirements of Chapter §97-46, “Steep Slope Regulations” and Chapter §53, 
“Clearing and Grading Control” of the Town Code. All erosion control plans will be reviewed 
by the Town of Goshen. In addition, through the implementation of a New York State approved 
SWPPP, the Proposed Project would avoid any adverse impacts to topographic resources. 
Principally through use of sedimentation and erosion control measures, the movement of soil 
downslope or downstream would be avoided. This would prevent detrimental impacts to 
receiving waters and wetlands. These measures would be installed prior to construction, and 
would be monitored and maintained constantly during construction. With these measures in 
place, the Proposed Project would not result in any significant adverse impacts to topography. 

WETLANDS AND SURFACE WATER RESOURCES 

The slightly realigned access road would result in additional disturbance to federally-regulated 
Wetland K. In comparison to the Proposed Project described in the DEIS, which would have 
disturbed 0.032 acres of Wetland K, the Proposed Project would result in approximately 0.054 
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acres of disturbance to Wetland K. However, the permanent disturbance to federally-regulated 
wetlands (0.081 acres) remains below 0.10 acres, as summarized in Table II-2 below. 

Table II-2 
Federally Regulated Wetland Disturbance 

Wetland 
Temporary/ 
Permanent Acres Description of Disturbance 

Wetland J Extension (Echo Lake Property) Permanent 0.007 Access road 
Wetland K (Echo Lake Property) Permanent 0.054 Access road 

Wetland J (Wallkill River) Permanent 0.015 
Slope armoring for bridge abutment 
on Echo Lake property 

Wetland J (Wallkill River) Temporary 0.005 
Temporary construction period 
disturbance for bridge installation 

Wetland J (Wallkill River) Permanent 0.005 
Slope armoring for bridge abutment 
on Ver Hage property 

Wetland J (Wallkill River) Temporary 0.004 
Temporary construction period 
disturbance for bridge installation 

Total Temporary Disturbance 0.009  
Total Permanent Disturbance 0.081  

Source: Lanc & Tully 
 

This additional amount of disturbance to federally-regulated wetlands, and the total disturbance 
to federally regulated wetlands, is not considered significant or adverse because these wetlands 
have limited ecological value. Similarly, impacts to on-site non-regulated wetlands would not 
have significant adverse impacts because they are isolated wetlands of limited ecological value. 
No impacts to surface waters have been identified.  

In response to comments from NYSDEC, potential federally-regulated and State-regulated 
wetlands along the Heritage Trail Utility Corridor were identified subsequent to the DEIS. 
Figures II-3a to II-4 identifies the locations of the wetlands delineated. While the proposed 
water supply line and wastewater force-main would run within the 100-foot adjacent area of two 
(2) NYSDEC mapped wetlands, and would require permits for adjacent area disturbance, there 
would be no direct impacts to NYSDEC-mapped wetlands. In the vicinity of the Middletown 
WWTP, a small wetland area (approximately 0.08 acres) would be disturbed by construction 
activity to install the water supply line and wastewater force-main. It is the Applicant’s opinion 
that this small wetland area is isolated and would not fall under the jurisdiction of the USACE. 
A request for jurisdictional determination has been submitted to the USACE for confirmation, 
and will be provided to the Town upon receipt. 

The Proposed Project will conform to the floodplain development requirements of the Town of 
Goshen Chapter 61A, “Flood Damage Prevention,” which implements the provisions of the 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) at the Town level. No development is proposed in the 
designated “floodway” within the Wallkill River, and all development within the 100-year 
floodplain (Special Flood Hazard Area) will conform to the Town Code construction 
requirements in floodplains, including such measures as constructing the first-floor elevation of 
all buildings at or above the base flood elevation (BFE) or flood-proofing portions of structures 
that are below the BFE. 

A SWPPP has been developed for the Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing and SoS Conference 
Center. The implementation of the SWPPP would avoid any potential significant adverse 
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Amy’s Kitchen
Science of the Soul Figure II-3a

Project Site Wetlands

TAX LOT  12 - 1 -24.2 & 1 - 1 - 40      189.081± AC.
TAX LOT 12 - 1 - 23.2                    21.733± AC.
TOTAL:                                  210.814± AC.

WETLAND AREA JURISDICTION

TES WETLAND A 9.09± AC. NYSDEC JURISDICTIONAL

TES WETLAND B 0.75± AC. NYSDEC JURISDICTIONAL

TES WETLAND C 0.16± AC. NON-JURISDICTIONAL

TES WETLAND D 0.573± AC. NON-JURISDICTIONAL

TES WETLAND E 2.864± AC. NON-JURISDICTIONAL

TES WETLAND F 0.704± AC. NON-JURISDICTIONAL

TES WETLAND H 0.320± AC. NON-JURISDICTIONAL

TES WETLAND K 1.130± AC. USACE JURISDICTIONAL

TES WETLAND J
(WALLKILL RIVER) 3.717± AC. USACE JURISDICTIONAL

TES WETLAND J (ONSITE) 0.138± AC. USACE JURISDICTIONAL

EXTENSIONS TO TES
WETLAND J

(ADJOINING SITE)
756 L.F. USACE JURISDICTIONAL

TOTAL: 19.446± AC.
756 L.F.
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Project Site Wetlands

TAX LOT 12 - 1 - 19.2      17.145± AC.
TAX LOT 12 - 1 - 1.222     54.616± AC.
TOTAL:                     71.761± AC.

WETLAND AREA JURISDICTION

WETLAND A 0.118± AC. NON-JURISDICTIONAL

WETLAND B 1.893± AC. USACE JURISDICTIONAL

WETLAND C 4.653± AC. USACE JURISDICTIONAL

TOTAL: 6.664± AC.
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Project Site Wetlands

WETLAND AREA JURISDICTION

WETLAND B
(WALLKILL RIVER)

NONE WITHIN
PROPERTY BOUNDARY USACE JURISDICTIONAL

WETLAND E 0.195± AC. USACE JURISDICTIONAL

WETLAND F 5.504± AC. USACE JURISDICTIONAL

TOTAL: 5.699± AC.
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Project Site Wetlands

WETLAND AREA JURISDICTION

WETLAND B 0.632± AC. USACE JURISDICTIONAL

WETLAND C 1.061± AC. USACE JURISDICTIONAL

WETLAND D 0.860± AC. NON-JURISDICTIONAL

TOTAL: 2.553± AC.
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stormwater impacts to surface water quality. These measures include the use of bio-retention 
areas, porous pavement, dry swales, and underground infiltration. 

In addition, plan notes will be added addressing de-icing agents as well as development of an 
Operation and Maintenance Program (which is noted in the SWPPP and is completed once all 
long term treatment areas are installed). This will include use of less-damaging de-icing 
materials (calcium chloride, etc.) and proper storage and use of de-icing materials. The SWPPP 
would ensure that runoff from Project Site impervious surfaces would not adversely affect the 
quality or quantity of waters in the Wallkill River or Cheechunk Creek. 

VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE 

In response to comments on the DEIS, the Proposed Project was modified to minimize potential 
impacts to vegetation and wildlife, and in particular, habitat for the Indiana and northern long-
eared bats (see Table II-3).  

Table II-3 
Acreages of Disturbance to Different Habitat Types on the  

Project Site and Ancillary Properties 
Community Type Total Acres Acres Disturbed Acres Retained 

Project Site  
Beech-Maple Mesic Forest (W) 0.94 0.00 0.94 
Cropland/Field Crops 33.94 0.00 33.94 
Cropland/Row Crops 27.92 0.00 27.92 
Ditch/Artificial Intermittent Stream 0.89 0.00 0.89 
Floodplain Forest (W) 11.59 0.00 11.59 
Red Maple - Hardwood Swamp 1.26 0.05 1.22 
Sedge Meadow 5.53 0.00 5.53 
Shallow Emergent Marsh 5.56 4.32 1.25 
Successional Old Field 96.31 74.74 21.56 
Successional Shrubland 27.18 16.67 10.51 
Successional Southern Hardwoods (W) 175.23 48.88 126.35 

SUBTOTAL 386.351 144.66 241.69 
Ancillary Properties 
NYS Land transfer parcel 
Successional Shrubland 3.32 3.32 0.00 
Successional Southern Hardwoods (W) 4.90 2.78 2.12 

SUBTOTAL 8.22 6.10 2.12 
Off-site parcels  
Floodplain Forest (W) 7.15 0.00 7.15 
Successional Old Field 6.22 0.00 6.22 
Successional Southern Hardwoods (W)2 16.03 0.00 16.03 

SUBTOTAL 29.40 0.00 29.40 
TOTAL 423.97 150.76 273.21 

Notes: 
1. Total Acres were calculated using tax parcel boundaries obtained from Orange County GIS and 

do not match property tax records of parcel acreage presented in Table I-1.  
2. Excludes 4 acre portion of Wawayanda parcel for potential future residential development. 
(W)             Woodland. 
 

As detailed in the updated “Impact Assessment for The Indiana And Northern Long-Eared Bat” 
contained in Appendix D, construction and operation of the Proposed Project on the Project Site 
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(the Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility, the SoS Conference Center, the Warehouse Use, and 
the access road) would disturb approximately 151 total acres of land that represents potential 
foraging and/or roosting habitat for the Indiana bat and/or northern long-eared bat (see Figure 
II-5a and 5b and Table II-3). As detailed in Tables II-4 and Table II-5, this represents a direct 
impact to 128 acres of potential foraging, and 35 acres of potential roosting habitat for the 
Indiana bat, and 35 acres of potential foraging and 32 acres of potential roosting habitat for the 
Northern long-eared bat. Tables II-4 and II-5 also presents the potential foraging and roosting 
habitat that would be affected by the indirect impacts of fragmentation, motor vehicle traffic and 
noise, and nighttime lighting to bat habitat quality. As presented in Tables II-4 and II-5, these 
acreages represent a decrease in disturbance area from what was analyzed in the DEIS. 

Table II-4 
Approximate Acreage of Indiana Bat Habitat 

Affected by the Proposed Project 

Impact 
DEIS FEIS 

Foraging Roosting Foraging Roosting 
Directly Affected Habitat 131 42 128 35 

Indirectly Affected Habitat 41 0 41 0 
Total 172 42 169 35 

 

Table II-5 
Approximate Acreage of Northern Long Eared Bat Habitat  

Affected by the Proposed Project 

Impact 
DEIS FEIS 

Foraging Roosting Foraging Roosting 
Directly Affected Habitat 39 39 35 32 

Indirectly Affected Habitat 42 41 28.8 27.8 
Total 81 80 63.8 59.8 

 

All tree clearing for the Proposed Project would be conducted during the October 31 to March 
31 hibernation period of Indiana and northern long-eared bats to avoid removal of a potentially 
active roost tree, and avoid the potential for any direct impacts. To offset any incidental take of 
the Indiana and northern long-eared bat due to indirect effects, and comply with the Endangered 
Species Act and the net conservation benefit requirements of Article 11 of the New York State 
Environmental Conservation Law, the Proposed Project would include the preservation of 
approximately 165 total acres of woodland that would provide Indiana and northern long-eared 
bats with potential foraging and roosting habitat. This would exceed the 3:1 ratio of developed 
woodland area to preserved woodland area that is a recommended Indiana bat conservation 
guideline of the USFWS. In addition to the woodland preservation areas, approximately 22 acres 
of old field, 11 acres of shrubland, 6 acres of sedge meadow, 1 acre of shallow emergent marsh, 
and 62 acres of cropland would also be preserved on the Project Site and represent additional 
potential foraging habitat for Indiana bats. By preserving these undeveloped portions of the 
Project Site, both species of bats would be expected to continue to occupy the Project Site in the 
future. Preservation of the Strong Farm and Lipoff properties, along with the large portions of 
the Echo Lake and Ver Hage properties that would be outside of the Proposed Project’s limits of 
disturbance, would contribute to the USFWS goal of maintaining a minimum of 35 percent 
forest cover in the landscapes surrounding Indiana bat maternity colonies. A Geographic 
Information Systems analysis using the U.S. Geological Survey’s National Land Cover Database 
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Community Type Total Acres Acres Disturbed Acres Retained

Project Site

Beech-Maple Mesic Forest (W) 0.94 0.00 0.94

Cropland/Field Crops 33.94 0.00 33.94

Cropland/Row Crops 27.92 0.00 27.92

Ditch/Artificial Intermittent Stream 0.89 0.00 0.89

Floodplain Forest (W) 11.59 0.00 11.59

Red Maple - Hardwood Swamp 1.26 0.05 1.22

Sedge Meadow 5.53 0.00 5.53

Shallow Emergent Marsh 5.56 4.32 1.25

Successional Old Field 96.31 74.74 21.56

Successional Shrubland 27.18 16.67 10.51

Successional Southern Hardwoods (W) 175.23 48.88 126.35

SUBTOTAL 386.35 144.66 241.69

NYS Land transfer parcel

Successional Shrubland 3.93 3.32 0.61

Successional Southern Hardwoods (W) 6.30 2.78 3.51

SUBTOTAL 10.22 6.10 4.12

Off-site parcels

Floodplain Forest (W) 7.15 0.00 7.15

Successional Old Field 6.22 0.00 6.22

Successional Southern Hardwoods (W)* 16.03 0.00 16.03

SUBTOTAL 29.40 0.00 29.40

TOTAL 425.97 150.76 275.21

NOTES:

* Excludes 4 acre portion of Wawayanda parcel for potential future residential development

(W) Woodland
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showed that forest (i.e., combined categories of “Deciduous Forest”, “Evergreen Forest”, and 
“Mixed Forest”) currently covers approximately 42.5 percent of the land within 2.5 miles of the 
center point of the Project Site; following the removal of approximately 39 acres of forest2 to 
construct the Proposed Project, that percentage would only decrease to 42.0 percent. The 
approximately 165 total acres of woodland that would be preserved on the Project Site and 
Ancillary Properties would represent a sizable amount of forest cover in Goshen that would be 
protected from development and ensure the availability of potential foraging and roosting habitat 
for both Indiana and northern long-eared bats.  

Amy’s Kitchen and SoS have voluntarily agreed to implement a Conservation Easement, as 
described in Chapter I, to offset the indirect impact to bat habitat as a result of the Proposed 
Project. 

As detailed in Appendix D, other features of the Proposed Project and measures that would be 
implemented to minimize potential impacts to Indiana and northern long-eared bats would 
include best management practices for outdoor nighttime lighting, little to no nighttime 
operation of the SoS Conference Center, tree plantings throughout the SoS parking area, and 
project footprints centered on old field and shrubland to minimize tree removal and 
encroachment into wooded areas. With these measures in place, the Proposed Project would be 
expected to offset any incidental take and result in a Net Conservation Benefit, as required under 
Article 11 of the ECL as implemented in 6 NYCRR Part 182, while also exceeding the 3:1 ratio 
of developed to preserved woodland that is recommended by the USFWS for the conservation of 
the Indiana bat. 

GROUNDWATER/ WATER SUPPLY 

A new private water utility connection to the City of Middletown water supply is proposed as 
part of the Proposed Project. This connection is the same as what was analyzed in the DEIS. 
That new private utility line would serve Amy’s Kitchen, Science of the Soul, and the potential 
Warehouse Use and would be managed through a Transportation Corporation established to 
serve the multiple water users. Amy’s Kitchen has received a “will serve” letter from the City of 
Middletown indicating its willingness and capability to serve the Proposed Project (see 
Appendix III.E of the DEIS). 

No significant adverse impacts are anticipated as a result of the private utility connection serving 
the Proposed Project. Using a municipal source for water supply would avoid potential impacts 
to groundwater supply wells in the vicinity of the Project Site. 

WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT 

Wastewater generated by the Proposed Project would be conveyed to the City of Middletown 
WWTP approximately 2.5 miles northwest of the Project Site by a new private utility force-main 
connection to be constructed within the Heritage Trail Utility Corridor. This is the same 
connection and route that was analyzed in the DEIS. However, since the issuance of the DEIS, 
additional studies have been undertaken to further the engineering design of the route. 

                                                      
2 The definition of “forest” used in this calculation differs from the definition of “woodland” used 

elsewhere in this chapter. 
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The Amy’s Kitchen facility would generate both process and sanitary wastewater and the 
Science of the Soul Conference Center and Warehouse Use would generate sanitary wastewater. 
The Amy’s Kitchen facility would generate approximately an average of 300,000 gallons per 
day (gpd) of process and sanitary wastewater at full build out. The Warehouse Use would 
generate approximately 7,000 gpd of sanitary wastewater. During its largest event, the SoS 
Conference Center would generate approximately 36,000 gpd. The Project Site is without 
existing public sewer service. 

A wastewater pre-treatment plant would be constructed on the Ver Hage property to reduce the 
high biological oxygen demand (BOD) that is characteristic of Amy’s process wastewater. The 
pre-treatment plant would be located at the north end of the employee parking lot and would 
have a footprint of approximately 15,000 square feet.  

The Middletown Sewer Treatment Plant has a SPDES-permitted capacity of 8.5 million gallons 
per day (MGD) and currently accepts an average of 5.1 MGD. Sufficient capacity exists within 
the City of Middletown WWTP to service the Proposed Project. Having the Proposed Project’s 
wastewater treated at an existing regional WWTP is an environmental benefit as it avoids 
creating a new outfall in the Wallkill River. So long as the City of Middletown WWTP remains 
compliant with its State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) permit, the Proposed 
Project’s wastewater would not result in any significant adverse impacts; therefore, mitigation 
measures are not required. All land disturbances associated with construction of underground 
wastewater force-mains would be temporary and limited to the construction period. Soil erosion 
and sediment control measures would be in place throughout the construction period and the 
disturbed land would be restored upon completion of construction. Therefore, the Proposed 
Project would not result in any significant adverse impacts related to wastewater. 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

With the reduction in the SoS Guest House driveway, the Proposed Project would decrease the 
area of disturbance from what was analyzed in the DEIS. Therefore, the Proposed Project would 
have less potential for stormwater impacts than what was previously analyzed. The realignment 
of the access road from NYS Route 17M would not significantly change the amount of 
impervious surface in this location. 

The SWPPP and ESCP for the Proposed Project will conform to the requirements of NYSDEC 
SPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activity, Permit No. GP-
0-15-002, and the 2015 Stormwater Management Design Manual. The SWPPP contains both 
temporary erosion control measures during construction and post-construction stormwater 
management practices to avoid increased discharge and water quality impacts in the long term. 
Additionally, the SWPPP has been designed to meet the requirements and applicable regulations 
of the Code of the Town of Goshen, particularly Section 83-14, “Stormwater Management.” 
With the ESCP and SWPPP in place, the Proposed Project would not result in any significant 
adverse stormwater management impacts.  

TRAFFIC 

The Proposed Project would not change the trip generation or distribution from what was 
analyzed in the DEIS. Although the Proposed Project would slightly adjust the alignment of the 
proposed site access roadway, it would still intersect with NYS Route 17M and Training Center 
Lane in the same location. Therefore, the same mitigation measures are proposed as part of the 
Proposed Project. 
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As part of the Proposed Project, improvements at the intersection of NYS Route 17M & 
Training Center Lane/Project Site Access have been recommended by NYSDOT and Orange 
County Department of Public Works and are included as part of the development plan. These 
improvements, which will be funded and implemented by the Applicant under a NYSDOT 
Highway Work Permit, will also address existing capacity and safety conditions in the vicinity 
of the intersection and provide improved access to Training Center Lane. The improvements 
include the relocation of Training Center Lane approximately 200 feet to the west of its current 
location in order to align opposite the Project Site. Separate left- and right-turn lanes along NYS 
Route 17M are proposed to be constructed as part of these improvements as well as a separate 
right-turn lane on Training Center Lane and Project Site access would also have two exiting 
lanes. These improvements would include the installation of a traffic signal at this intersection. 
As part of the construction of the Project Site access roadway the existing access to the Mid-
Hudson Psychiatric Center would be eliminated and that facility would be accessed via a 
connection to the site access roadway and be better served by this improved, signal controlled 
access. This also provides better access management for the corridor by aligning the main 
intersection on NYS Route 17M opposite the relocated Training Center Lane. 

In addition, based on the results of the analyses, in comparison to the Town of Goshen 
“Environmental Performance Standards,” the following is a summary of the potential adverse 
impacts that could result at or near the Project Site, as well as the potential measures identified 
to mitigate these impacts. Note that each of these intersections listed below is projected to 
experience LOS E or F on one (1) or more approaches of the intersections regardless of the 
Proposed Project and therefore certain improvements will be required to improve existing and/or 
future traffic conditions in the area without the Proposed Project.  

1. The Interstate 84 Westbound Off-Ramp at NYS Route 17M was identified to experience 
increased delays during the PM Peak Hour of Amy’s Kitchen Generation and the PM Peak 
Highway Hour. The Proposed Project will not add any additional traffic to the off-ramp 
approach, however the additional traffic along NYS Route 17M passing this intersection 
will result in a drop from LOS E with a delay of 49.8 seconds under 2033 No-Build 
conditions to a LOS F with a delay of 51.3 seconds under 2033 Build conditions with the 
proposed project. The existing “Stop” sign could be replaced with a “Yield” sign in order to 
improve traffic flow from the Off-Ramp approach. This would require the approval of the 
NYSDOT, and would be funded and implemented by the Applicant as part of the NYSDOT 
Highway Work Permit if acceptable to the department. 

2. The intersection of NYS Route 17M & CR 12/CR 50 currently experiences long delays in 
the eastbound direction during the AM Peak Hours. Under No-Build and Build conditions 
the volumes are anticipated to exceed the eastbound through/right movement capacity based 
on the currently allocated green time. Signal timing improvements have been recommended 
for this intersection to mitigate delays in the eastbound direction. These improvements are 
recommended regardless of the Proposed Project, and will be coordinated by the Applicant 
with NYSDOT as part of the Highway Work Permit process 

3. The intersection of NYS Route 17M & Hartley Road has a history of numerous rear-end 
type accidents. Traffic signal back plates (shields that increase visibility of the traffic signal) 
could be installed at this intersection on eastbound and westbound NYS Route 17M 
approaches in order to increase the visibility of the traffic signals, especially during periods 
of significant sun glare, which could help to reduce these accident types. This modification 
should be considered regardless of the Proposed Project. In addition, minor traffic signal 
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timing improvements have been identified for this intersection to maximize the 
intersection’s efficiency under future conditions. The traffic signal timing modifications 
will be coordinated by the Applicant with NYSDOT as part of the Highway Work Permit 
process. The installation of traffic signal back plates on the signal heads will be funded and 
completed by the Applicant as part of the Highway Work Permit for the project. 

4. The intersection of Golf Links Road and McVeigh Road is projected to experience 
increased vehicle delays during the PM Peak Hour of Amy’s Kitchen Generation and the 
PM Peak Highway Hour. It should be noted that during the PM Peak Hour of Amy’s 
Kitchen Generation the Proposed Project is estimated to add approximately 18 vehicles 
through this intersection, which equates to a less than 2% increase in total traffic volumes 
when compared to the 2033 No-Build traffic volumes for the same time period. The 
installation of All-Way Stop control has been proposed to mitigate these delay increases. 
This mitigation should be considered regardless of the Proposed Project, but would be 
funded and completed by the Applicant if approved. 

5. The NYS Route 17 Interchange 122A On/Off Ramps at Fletcher Street are projected to 
experience increased vehicle delays during the AM Peak Highway Hour for the Eastbound 
On/Off Ramp and during the PM Peak Hour of Amy’s Kitchen Generation for the 
Westbound On/Off Ramp. It should be noted that the Project is estimated to add 
approximately 5 vehicles through each of these intersections, which equates to a less than 
1% increase in total traffic volumes when compared to the 2033 No-Build traffic volumes. 
These delay increases are projected to occur both with and without the Proposed Project. 
These intersections should be monitored for signalization and a traffic signal installed if 
warranted in the future. 

6. The intersection of NYS Route 17M and Cannon Hill Drive is currently operating at LOS F 
during all weekday time periods and some delay increases are projected to be experienced 
both with and without the Proposed Project. The reconstruction of the Training Center Lane 
and NYS Route 17M intersection and installation of a traffic signal, which are part of the 
Proposed Project will provide increased gaps in the traffic stream along NYS Route 17M 
including at the intersection with Cannon Hill Drive. The increased gaps created by the 
signal will improve the ability for traffic to exit from Cannon Hill Drive, which will 
improve the operation and reduce delays at this intersection. 

7. All truck traffic generated by both the Amy’s Kitchen and the Warehouse Use will be 
directed to utilize NYS Route 17M only to access NYS Route 17 and Interstate 84 avoiding 
the use of local roadways, many of which have weight restrictions.  

8. Temporary impacts during construction of roadway improvements at NYS Route 17M and 
Training Center Lane/Site Access may occur. The project will be subject to the New York 
State “Drivers First” Initiative which prioritizes the convenience of motorists and ensures 
that disruptions are as minimal as possible to drivers at all highway projects throughout the 
state. As a result detailed Maintenance and Protection of Traffic Plans will be prepared as 
part of the NYSDOT Highway Work Permit and will be funded and implemented by the 
Applicant to control traffic during the construction of the intersection improvements at NYS 
Route 17M and Training Center Lane/Site Access Roadway. 

Based on the results of the capacity analysis contained herein, with the completion of the 
recommended improvements summarized above, the traffic generated by Amy’s Kitchen, 
Warehouse Use, and SoS typical daily operations can be accommodated on the roadway system. 
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A NYSDOT Highway Work Permit will be required for the proposed access improvements as 
well as coordination with the Orange County Department of Public Works for the realignment of 
Training Center Lane.  

SCIENCE OF THE SOUL SPECIAL EVENT CONDITIONS 

As presented in the DEIS, to accommodate the Science of the Soul annual three (3)-day National 
Conference and two (2)-day Regional Conference conditions, certain traffic management 
strategies will have to be implemented to ensure that traffic to and from the site and on the 
surrounding roadways will operate efficiently. The following is a description of these 
recommended measures and will require coordination with the Town of Goshen.  

Staggering of Start Times 
The scheduling of Science of the Soul special events should be coordinated with existing traffic 
volumes along NYS Route 17M in order to reduce overall traffic impacts to the corridor. The 
proposed start time for Weekday Morning Event of 10:00 AM ensures that Peak Entry Period 
occurs after the AM Peak Highway Hour along NYS Route 17M and the Peak Exit Period occurs 
during the 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM hour when volumes along Route 17M are as much 80 percent of 
the PM Peak Hour volumes along the roadway. Weekday Afternoon Events, beginning between 
3:00 PM and 6:00 PM shall be avoided since this results in the Peak Entry Period occurring during 
the 2:30 PM to 3:30 PM hour when volumes are nearing the peak volumes along Route 17M.  
However, these Weekday afternoon events can be accommodated with the use of manned police 
traffic control and other mitigation measures discussed further below.  

Weekend Morning events should be scheduled such that the Peak Exit Hour occurs prior to or 
after the 12:30 PM to 1:30 PM Peak Hour of traffic along NYS Route 17M when traffic volumes 
are as much as 10 percent lower than the highest Saturday peak period. Similarly, Weekend 
Afternoon Events could also be scheduled such that the Peak Entry Hour also does not occur 
during the Peak Hour of Traffic along NYS Route 17M.  

Furthermore, if Amy’s Kitchen is to be in operation during the SoS National Conferences, it 
would be beneficial to set the start times of the events such that the peak entry and/or exit 
periods do not coincide with the peak hours of Amy’s Generation (i.e. 6:00 AM to 7:00 AM and 
3:00 PM to 4:00 PM). 

Traffic Management  
As indicated by the analysis results for the special event conditions, several of the study area 
intersections are expected to operate at capacity due to the large volume of traffic that is 
expected to be generated by the SoS site. During special events other arrangements with the 
Orange County Sheriff’s office and/or State Police will also be necessary in order to manage the 
traffic flow along NYS Route 17M. This would be similar to what occurs at other regional 
venues that have special events such as the Bethel Woods Performing Arts Center in Sullivan 
County as well as the Orange County Fairgrounds. During these time periods, police control is 
provided at numerous off-site intersections to accommodate the peak flows along the corridor. 
Similar practices are also employed by SoS at their Petaluma and Fayetteville facilities. A 
General Traffic Management Plan has been prepared by SoS for the proposed Goshen 
Conference Center, and is included in Appendix E. 

SoS expects 40% of National Conference attendees to arrive by charter or shuttle buses, and that 
automobile occupancy will average 3.5 persons per car. In response to comments, SoS has 
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developed a contingency plan for overflow parking (see Appendix D). In the contingency that 
bus utilization or automobile occupancy targets are not met and additional parking is needed, 
overflow parking will be provided on Strong Farm. The DEIS indicated that approximately 350 
volunteer cars would be parked on approximately 2.75 acres of hayfield meadow. As shown in 
Figure I-31, an additional approximately 2,400 cars can be accommodated on approximately 20 
acres of mowed hayfields, or in between trees of a future orchard. These temporary parking 
areas are located in dry uplands only, completely avoiding lower fields of row crops and 
wetlands. These areas were selected based on the ability of the existing topography to 
accommodate limited temporary parking as no grading or earthwork is proposed. Of the total 90 
acres on Strong Farm, approximately seventy-five percent (75%) would never be used at any 
time for temporary parking. These cars can be accommodated for a few hours on three mornings 
per year without impacting either agricultural productivity or bat foraging, which occurs at night. 

Since busses are coordinated by volunteers, low bus utilization would be known well in advance 
of the event. As such, some portion of attendees could be directed to the overflow parking via 
Fletcher Road exit off route 17, thereby avoiding the entrance at 17M. Cars would access the 
Strong Farm volunteer parking area at the existing driveway to the north on Owens Road, and 
then either walk to Echo Lake site along the edge of Cheechunk/Echo Lake Road, or along 
Heritage Trail, or take shuttle vans. This pedestrian traffic could be separated from vehicular 
traffic by temporary cones or other delineators, with details to be worked out with local law 
enforcement as part of a final Traffic Management Plan to be developed prior to the National 
Conference.  

In addition, as stated in the DEIS, SoS has indicated that coordination with both local law 
enforcement and Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs) is an important component of their 
planning for special events. While events are typically staffed by volunteer security personnel, 
SoS will also seek to have four (4) to five (5) local law enforcement officers on site, typically 
off-duty officers. SoS also coordinates on traffic issues prior to events including meeting with 
town, county and state law enforcement agencies and go over plans and concerns.  

Based on the results of the capacity analysis it is likely that coordination with local law 
enforcement for the management of traffic will be required for several area intersections 
including NYS Route 17M & C.R. 12/C.R. 50, NYS Route 17M & Training Center Lane/Site 
Access, NYS Route 17M & Hartley Road and NYS Route 17M & Maple Avenue/6½ Station 
Road.  

Variable Message Signs (VMS) could also be utilized prior to events to inform local drivers of 
the upcoming events and potential delays along the NYS Route 17M corridor and the 
surrounding area. This would allow local drivers to avoid this area during the event weekends, 
utilizing other roadways in the area. The VMS signs could also be utilized during the event to 
direct attendees to appropriate locations as well as inform other drivers of delays on NYS Route 
17M and the surrounding area. The placement of these VMS signs would have to be coordinated 
with the Town, County and State. 

Another option to help distribute traffic volumes during the exit period after the event would be 
to request permission to use the emergency access connection to Echo Lake Road. This would 
lessen the potential impact on NYS Route 17M. Manned police traffic control would be required 
at the emergency access location as well in the event of its use.  
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Parking Flow and Management (Internal Circulation): 
As mentioned previously, SoS will rely on volunteers to manage parking and pedestrian flow 
both in and around the site. The SoS internal traffic plans for the Annual Events use the 
following elements: 

• Pedestrian/Vehicle Separation – The parking plan for the SoS National Conference is such 
that the spaces closest to the venue are filled first and then farther spaces are filled, row by 
row. This is done to separate pedestrians from newly parking cars. Bus parking is provided 
in a separate area so that those unloading from buses do not have to cross incoming traffic. 
As shown on the site plan the bus parking is on the opposite side of the event area from the 
passenger car parking. 

• Special Needs Separation - Upon entry vehicles with elderly and handicapped stickers would 
separate from general traffic. Special needs vehicles would be directed to a dedicated 
parking area closer to the event area, again trying to avoid pedestrian-vehicle conflict. 

• Shuttle – Shuttles are typically provided for those parking in faraway locations. Shuttle vans 
are utilized within the property for this purpose. Similar shuttle vans would also be used for 
shuttling of people to the Strong Farm Overflow Parking location as previously indicated.  

The proposed site plans for the SoS site take into account SoS staff’s long experience with 
traffic and pedestrian flow during these special events. 

Since this National Conference is an event limited to a once per year occurrence, it will not 
result in any significant adverse impacts that require additional mitigation. However, as part of 
the Proposed Project, various Traffic Management Strategies (TMS) and related measures are 
being incorporated to accommodate this event condition. These measures, including the use of 
shuttle busses, manned police traffic control, on-site circulation, etc. will be coordinated with the 
Town of Goshen. 

NOISE 

Changes made to the Proposed Project would not substantially change the analysis of potential 
noise impacts presented in the DEIS.  

The predicted noise levels associated with the Proposed Project would not exceed NYSDEC’s 
threshold for a significant noise level increase of 6.0 dBA at most receptor sites, and the maximum 
future noise level associated with the Proposed Project would not exceed the threshold established by 
the Town of Goshen Noise Ordinance. At site 6, the maximum predicted increase in Leq(1) noise levels 
would be up to 7.6 dBA during the SoS National Conference with the Proposed Project only, and up to 
10.1 dBA during the SoS National Conference with the Proposed Project and the potential Warehouse 
Use. These predicted noise level increase would exceed the 6 dBA NYSDEC threshold. However, the 
absolute noise levels would be well below the 65 dBA level recommended by NYSDEC for non-
industrial uses. At site 7, the maximum predicted increase in Leq(1) noise levels would be 10.3 dBA with 
the potential warehouse and 10.7 dBA during the SoS National Conference with the potential 
Warehouse Use. These predicted noise level increase would exceed the 6 dBA NYSDEC threshold. 
However, the absolute noise levels would be well below the 65 dBA level recommended by NYSDEC 
for non-industrial uses. In addition, total noise levels in the future with the Proposed Project at sites 2, 3, 
and 5 would exceed NYSDEC’s recommended level for residential uses of 65 dBA. While the future 
noise levels exceed the recommended level of 65 dBA, the increases in noise levels would be small and 
existing noise levels at these locations already exceed the recommended level of 65 dBA. 
Consequently, the noise due to the Proposed Project would not constitute a significant noise impact. 
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Since the Proposed Project would not result in any significant adverse noise impacts, no 
mitigation is required. 

UTILITIES AND SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL 

The Proposed Project would not substantially change the analysis of utilities and solid waste 
from what was presented in the DEIS.  

Electric service would be provided to Amy’s Kitchen by running a service line from the existing 
electric transmission line on Echo Lake Road to a bank of on-site transformers. Several 2,500 
kvA transfers would be used instead of one (1) larger transformer to reduce risk of entire loss of 
power to the plant should the single transformer fail. Electric service lines would also be run to 
any lighting and heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) energy requirements for the 
warehouse use on the Ver Hage parcel. Gas service would be provided to Amy’s Kitchen by a 
service line (approximately 12-inch diameter) run from the existing gas line beneath NYS Route 
17M along the new access road and under the proposed bridge over the Wallkill River. 

Based on initial discussions with O&R and NYSEG, it is anticipated that these energy demands 
would be fully met by existing off-site infrastructure and would not require any off-site upgrades 
to gas or electric service or existing infrastructure beyond standard connections. A “will serve” 
letter from O&R has been received, and a “will serve” letter from NYSEG has now been 
obtained (see Appendix C). 

Initial calculations of energy demand indicate that the Conference Center building (which would 
not be air-conditioned) would draw approximately 300 kilowatts of electrical demand. The 
multi-purpose building/administration building would draw approximately 750 kilowatts of 
electrical demand. The Central Building would draw approximately 300 kilowatts of electrical 
demand. The toilet buildings surrounding the main Conference Center shed would not be air-
conditioned and would draw minimal electrical demand for lighting. The two (2) caretaker 
residences and Guest House would each draw minimal electrical demands. It is anticipated that 
the energy requirements for the SoS Conference Center would be fully met by O&R and 
NYSEG and would not require any off-site upgrades to gas or electric service or existing 
infrastructure.  

SOLID WASTE 

Solid waste management in the area is provided by private haulers. Solid waste is carted to the 
Orange County Transfer Station south of NYS Route 17M. Amy’s Kitchen would utilize private 
haulers to cart waste to this facility. Where feasible, Amy’s Kitchen would work with local 
agricultural and other operations to compost food waste from the production process. 

Based on its Medford, Oregon plant operations, Amy’s Kitchen estimates that at full-build out, a 
five (5)-day per week operation would generate approximately 444 tons of waste per month. 
Amy’s Kitchen is committed to reducing and eliminating solid waste from its operations. Amy’s 
Kitchen has established relations and partnerships with local businesses around its existing 
plants. Amy’s has programs at each food processing facility and office to separate solid waste 
into distinct groups to provide clean recyclable waste to those companies that process and 
recycle specific materials. Packaging materials from raw materials and operating supplies may 
be returned to the supplier for re-use or enter the recycling stream. Food wastes are also 
segregated for use in off-site composting and animal feed. Amy’s Kitchen also supplies pallets 
to local recyclers for re-use. When pallets cannot be re-used, Amy’s has established relations 
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with biomass companies to convert pallets to electricity. Amy’s Kitchen will pursue relations 
and partnerships with local businesses in the Orange County area to continue to reduce waste 
and encouraging recycling. 

In order to reduce the total amount of landfilled solid waste, Amy’s Kitchen would compost 
approximately 74 tons of organic matter per month and recycle approximately 100 tons of 
cardboard and plastics per month. Recyclable and compostable materials would be kept separate 
from other wastes inside the Amy’s Kitchen facility and would be collected and disposed of by a 
private waste management company. 

The proposed Warehouse Use would generate minimal amounts of solid waste from the few 
employees that would staff the building. 

Operation of the Science of the Soul facilities would result in minimal solid waste generation. 
Normal SoS weekday and weekend activities at the two (2) caretaker residences and volunteer 
activities and weekly meetings would generate small quantities of solid waste, which could total 
approximately 100 pounds per month. SoS National Conference and Regional Conference 
events would generate solid waste from food wrappers and other personal waste items generated 
during events. Recyclable and compostable materials would be collected and stored separately 
from the waste stream and would be collected for beneficial reuse by a private waste hauling 
company. 

As all solid waste services would be provided by a private company, no impacts to municipal 
services or budgets are anticipated. 

LAND USE AND ZONING 

Similar to the proposed project assessed in the DEIS, the Proposed Project would be consistent 
with land use and public policy documents in the Town of Goshen, and would have no 
significant adverse effects on land use, community character, zoning, or public policies. 

The proposed Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility would be located on the Ver Hage property, 
located in the I Zoning District. The proposed manufacturing facility use would be considered 
“light industry” under the Town of Goshen Zoning Code. Light industry is defined by the Code 
as the “manufacture, assembly, treatment, processing, or packaging of products that does not 
emit objectionable levels of smoke, noise, dust, odor, glare, or vibration beyond the property 
boundaries” (see §97-84), and it is a use permitted by right subject to Planning Board site plan 
approval in the I District. (See Figures II-6 and II-7) 

The SoS Conference Center would be partially located in the CO and I Zoning Districts, no 
facilities are proposed within the RU district. The SoS Conference Center is considered a 
“religious institution” under the Town of Goshen Zoning Code. A religious institution is defined 
under §97-84 of the Code as, “a church, synagogue, or other place of religious worship, as well 
as a monastery or other place of religious retreat.” SoS has a 501(c)(3) designation from the 
Internal Revenue Service as a religious not-for-profit entity. A determination by the Town’s 
Building Inspector, dated October 20, 2015, confirms that “this religious use is permissible on 
the proposed site with all of its affiliated and accessory uses.”  

An approximately 11.6-acre portion of the Ver Hage property would be subdivided for a future 
Warehouse Use. This DEIS identifies a conceptual layout of an approximately 70,000 square-
foot warehouse with shared access from the Amy’s Kitchen internal driveway. The Warehouse 
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Use would be located in the I Zoning District. A “warehouse” is permitted in the I District by 
special permit issued by the Planning Board.  

Land uses in the immediate vicinity of the Project Site are characterized by rural residential, 
farmland, institutional, and rural industrial uses. The Town of Wawayanda is located to the west 
of the Project Site, and includes rural residential and commercial uses. North, south, and east of 
the Project Site are primarily vacant forested land, rural residential, and farmland.  

The Proposed Project is consistent with all surrounding land uses. The Project Site is located in a 
rural industrial and agricultural area. There is currently substantial truck traffic through the 
Project Area associated with the existing industrial, infrastructure, agricultural, and commercial 
uses. The Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility would constitute an industrial use in a corridor 
of other industrial uses located along NYS Route 17M. The intervening topography and distance 
between the SoS Conference Center and any residential uses would avoid any potential 
significant adverse impacts to those land uses.  

The Proposed Project would result in unavoidable adverse impacts to zoning through the 
construction of the Proposed Project which, as discussed above, cannot be designed to meet all 
of the Town’s design standards. However, these impacts to zoning are not considered 
significant, and would not adversely affect the character of land uses within the proximity of the 
Project Site. 

With the exception of one or more area variances from design standards, or interpretation of the 
Town Code Enforcement Officer to permit building of more than 10,000 square feet with design 
or color changes, the Proposed Project is consistent with the industrial Zoning for the Project 
Site, policies for economic development in the Town’s Comprehensive Plan, and is consistent 
with other land uses in adjacent areas. Granting of area variances with respect to design 
standards would not significantly alter the land use pattern or character of the study area. Thus, 
no significant adverse impacts will result, and no mitigation is required or proposed. 

COMMUNITY SERVICES 

The Proposed Project would not result in any changes to community services from what was 
analyzed in the DEIS. 

EMERGENCY SERVICES 

The Proposed Project would be located entirely within the Town of Goshen. Therefore, calls for 
assistance from emergency service providers would generally be routed to providers within the 
Town of Goshen. 

The proposed Amy’s Kitchen facility would be equipped with video surveillance and an alarm 
system, and all visitors would be required to enter through the controlled entrance. 
Approximately 30 video cameras would be installed in and around the building, and the alarm 
system would include exit door alarms. The system would be monitored by a 24-hour manned 
guard house. Weekday security would be provided by an in-house security team, and weekend 
security would be contracted out to a local security firm. Based on its experience with a similarly 
sized facility in Medford, OR, Amy’s Kitchen would generate only one (1) or two (2) calls for 
emergency service per year. None of those calls in the last five (5) years were for police service. 

SoS will provide on-site security to manage traffic and other safety concerns during events. SoS 
will coordinate with local law enforcement and EMS in planning each event. While the events 
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are staffed by volunteers, if allowed under local regulations, SoS would seek to have four (4) to 
five (5) local law enforcement officers on-site, and would pay for off-duty officers or reimburse 
the Town for the necessary compensation (additional costs to the Town related to these 
activities). Any costs associated with the Town of Goshen emergency personnel compensation 
(additional costs to the Town related to these activities) will be addressed in a Developer’s 
Agreement between the Town of Goshen and SoS. 

RECREATIONAL RESOURCES 

The Echo Lake, Ver Hage, and Lipoff properties are currently vacant land. The Strong Farm 
property is currently used for residential and agricultural purposes. Although the right-of-way of 
the unimproved section of the Heritage Trail abuts the Project Site, there are no public 
recreational resources on the Project Site itself.  

Any disturbance to the Heritage Trail will require approval from the County Legislature, and 
would be coordinated with the Orange County Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Conservation and the County Department of Public Works. Temporary disturbance of this 
unimproved section of the Heritage Trail can be expected during the construction period for 
installation of water and wastewater force-mains. However, since this section is not actively 
used by the public at this point in time, no significant adverse impacts to recreational resources 
during the construction are anticipated.  

The Town Comprehensive Plan does not make specific recommendations for the Project Site 
with respect to its potential for recreational use. Wallkill River Trailway: Conceptual Plans 
prepared by the Town in 2002 identified lands in and around the Project Site for possible 
acquisition by the Town for use as active and passive recreation. The conceptual plan 
specifically referenced the portion of the Project Site running along the western bank of the 
Wallkill River for use as part of a trailway system. However, this plan was never implemented. 

The Proposed Project is consistent with the Town’s 2009 Comprehensive Plan as it advances the 
goal of economic development in the industrial zone and preserves sensitive features such as 
wetlands on the Project Site.  

In addition, the Proposed Project would generate substantial property tax revenues for the Town, 
Goshen Fire District, and Goshen Central School District that would offset any increased costs 
to these community service providers. Overall, emergency and town services would benefit from 
the additional tax revenue generated by the Proposed Project. As further discussed in Chapter 
III.M, “Fiscal Impacts,” at full build-out the Proposed Project would generate approximately 
$2,259,470 in annual property tax revenue. This includes $105,881 to the Goshen Fire District, 
and $1,542,397 to the Goshen Central School District. Therefore, the Proposed Project is not 
anticipated to result in any significant adverse impacts to police, fire, ambulance, or town hall 
services, or recreational resources. 

FISCAL IMPACTS 

The Proposed Project would not result in any changes to Fiscal Impacts from what was analyzed 
in the DEIS. The Proposed Project would generate direct and indirect economic activity and tax 
revenues. 
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Economic Benefits of the Proposed Project 
As presented in the DEIS, economic benefits were estimated using IMPLAN (IMpact Analysis 
for PLANning), an economic input-output modeling system. That analysis focuses on changes in 
the local economy that would likely occur as a result of the completion of the Proposed Project, 
including jobs not only for Amy’s Kitchen and SoS employees, but also for construction, 
maintenance, service, vendors and other trades. The study areas for analysis are the Town of 
Goshen, the various taxing jurisdictions affected by the Proposed Project, Orange County, and 
New York State.   

Construction of the Proposed Project would result in 532 direct person-years of employment. 
Including indirect and induced employment, the Proposed Project would result in 829 person-
years of employment in New York State, of which 766 person-years of employment are 
estimated in Orange County. Total direct, indirect and induced employee compensation is 
estimated at $49.98 million in New York State, including $44.48 million in Orange County. 
Total direct, indirect, and induced output from construction of the Proposed Project is estimated 
at $151.92 million in New York State, including $135.39 million in Orange County. 
Annual operations of the Proposed Project would result in 709 direct full-time equivalent (FTE) 
employees associated with Amy’s Kitchen (681), SoS (1), and employees that would be supported 
by increased expenditures from SoS visitors (27). Including indirect and induced employment, the 
Proposed Project would result in 870 direct, indirect, and induced FTEs in New York State, of 
which 844 FTEs are estimated in Orange County (see Table III.M-20 in the DEIS). Total direct, 
indirect, and induced employee compensation from annual operations of the Proposed Project is 
estimated at $30.28 million in New York State, including $28.54 million in Orange County. Total 
direct, indirect, and induced output from annual operations of the Proposed Project is estimated at 
$200.29 million in New York State, including $195.20 million in Orange County. 

Visitors to the SoS Conference Center would have an economic effect on local businesses. 
Visitors would stay overnight in area hotels, eat meals in neighborhood restaurants, and shop in 
neighborhood stores, thereby supporting the local and regional economies and generating sales 
tax revenues. For the three (3)-day National Conference, it is expected that there would be 
12,000 attendees. It is assumed that 70 percent of attendees would stay in hotels (or 8,400 
attendees). On average, it is assumed that hotel rooms would be occupied by two people (or 
4,200 rooms) and that guests would stay for 3.5 nights for a total of 14,700 hotel nights. In 
addition, it is assumed that 600 volunteers would be needed to work at the National Conference. 
Each hotel room would be occupied by two people for four nights for a total of 1,200 hotel 
nights. Assuming a $125 room rate, guests and volunteers would spend $1,987,500 at area 
hotels. It is also assumed that each of the 12,000 attendees would spend $75 (or a total of 
$900,000) on items such as meals, fuel, and taxis.   

For the Regional Conference, it is expected that there would be up to 2,000 attendees. It is 
assumed that 50 percent of guests would stay in hotels (or 1,000 attendees). On average, it is 
assumed that hotel rooms would be occupied by two people (or 500 rooms) and that guests 
would stay for one night. In addition, it is assumed that 100 volunteers would be needed to work 
at the Regional Conference. Each hotel room would be occupied by two volunteers for two 
nights for a total of 100 hotel nights. Assuming a $125 room rate, guests and volunteers would 
spend $75,000 at area hotels. It was also assumed that each of the 2,000 attendees would spend 
$75 (or a total of $150,000) on items such as meals, fuel, and taxis. 
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Based on the estimated visitor spending, assuming that the specified expenditures take place at 
stores in Orange County, the direct employment supported by expenditures of SoS visitors is 
estimated at 27 permanent FTEs in Orange County. 

Employee compensation for employees working in local businesses frequented by SoS visitors is 
estimated to be $724,400 annually. Total direct, indirect, and induced employee compensation in 
Orange County is estimated at $1.05 million annually. Total direct, indirect, and induced employee 
compensation in New York State is estimated at $1.21 million annually. 

The direct effect on the local economy from the local expenditures of visitors, measured as economic 
output or demand, is estimated at approximately $2.84 million annually. Based on the IMPLAN model, 
the total economic activity, supported by expenditures from SoS visitor spending is estimated at $4.21 
million annually in Orange County and $4.67 million in New York State. 

Potential Fiscal Impacts of the Proposed Project 
The four (4) properties that comprise the Project Site currently generate approximately $88,000 
per year in property taxes. 

By comparing real property tax revenues with real property tax costs, the net impact on taxing 
jurisdictions can be identified. In Year 3 the Proposed Project would generate approximately 
$1.36 million more in net new property tax revenue than in costs to all taxing jurisdictions. The 
greatest percent of positive impact would be to the Town Outside Village and Highway Outside 
Village funds, while the Goshen Central School District would see the greatest total amount of 
net revenue at an estimated $953,032. 

In Year 5 and thereafter the Proposed Project would generate approximately $2.13 million more 
in net new property tax revenue than in costs to all taxing jurisdictions. As in Year 3, in Year 5 
the greatest percent of positive impact would be to the Town Outside Village and Highway 
Outside Village funds, while the Goshen Central School District would see the greatest total 
amount of net revenue at approximately $1.48 million annually. 

Amy’s Kitchen is seeking a “super-enhanced” payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) from the 
Orange County Industrial Development Agency (Orange County IDA). This incentive would 
provide a tax exemption on the value of improvements that decreases from 100 percent 
exemption in the first year to full taxation after 15 years. The amount of the exemption decreases 
by 5 percent per year over the first 10 years and by 10 percent over the last five. This exemption 
only applies to the value of improvements, and does not apply to the Fire District because it is a 
special assessment district. 

Assuming that tax rates and costs will be static over time, Orange County is projected to receive 
an initial shortfall during the first three years under the proposed PILOT, and the Town of 
Goshen would receive an initial shortfall only during the first year of the PILOT. These 
shortfalls would be short-term, and would quickly become positive impacts as the PILOT 
progresses. Furthermore, Orange County would receive substantial non-property tax revenues 
from the Proposed Project’s construction and operations that exceed the shortfall identified 
during the first years of the PILOT. 

VISUAL RESOURCES  

The Proposed Project would not substantially change the potential visual impact of the project as 
analyzed in the DEIS. The one exception to this is the relocation of the Guest House to an 
elevation of 510 feet instead of 527 feet. The lowering of the Guest House would minimize its 
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potential visibility from off-site locations. However, this single-family house was not anticipated 
to result in any significant adverse visual impacts in its previous location. 

The proposed Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility and Warehouse Use would be visible from 
Hartley Road and the Orange County Heritage Trail as it traverses the northern portion of the 
Ver Hage property. The SoS Conference Center buildings would be visible from the Orange 
County Heritage Trail as it traverses the Echo Lake property, from portions of Echo Lake Road, 
and from the existing driveway to the Echo Lake property from Echo Lake Road. Limited views 
of the SoS Conference Center roof-tops during winter months might be possible from higher 
elevations within the Owens Road Scenic Road Corridor Overlay District (Vantage Point 12). It 
is unlikely that any views of the Proposed Project would be possible from the main farmhouse at 
Strong Farm. With the exception of the new access road, elements of the Proposed Project would 
not be visible from NYS Route 17M and the majority of Echo Lake Road. While clearly visible 
from some locations, this visibility is not considered a visual impact according to the definitions 
contained in NYSDEC Program Policy DEP-00-2. 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION 

The Proposed Project would not change the analysis presented in the DEIS as it relates to 
hazardous materials, and would not result in any significant adverse impacts related to hazardous 
materials. Although some hazardous materials would likely still remain in the subsurface 
following construction, buildings would incorporate elements (such as sub-slab venting systems 
and/or waterproofing/vapor barriers) to prevent contaminated groundwater or vapors from 
entering the new facilities, resulting in no further potential for significant adverse impacts.  

In addition, although operation of the Proposed Project would use a variety of materials and 
petroleum products (e.g., for maintenance) and would generate a variety of wastes as part of the 
manufacturing process, the storage, transportation, use, and disposal of these are subject to strict 
regulation and, as such, would not be expected to present the potential for significant adverse 
impacts during operation of the Proposed Project. 

Construction of the proposed Amy’s Kitchen facility would require abandonment of the three (3) 
monitoring wells (W-20S, W-25, and W-26) associated with the Old Al Turi Landfill that are 
located on the Ver Hage property (see Figure II-8). These wells are not critical to the Class II 
Landfill monitoring program and their abandonment is not expected to pose a significant adverse 
impact with respect to groundwater contamination. NYSDEC Division of Environmental 
Remediation has approved a request to close and decomission these monitoring wells. All other 
on-site monitoring wells associated with the Old Al Turi landfill would be maintained at the Ver 
Hage property as appropriate to ensure the efficacy of the remedy that was implemented for the 
landfill.   

Development on the Project Site in general would involve excavation of on-site soil and 
potential dewatering for construction purposes. Absent appropriate controls, as described below, 
the Proposed Project could potentially result in an increase in exposure for the community and 
construction workers to contaminants in soil and groundwater. As part of the Proposed Project, 
soil disturbance would occur on the Ver Hage property for construction of the Amy’s Kitchen 
food processing facility, on the Echo Lake property for construction of the Science of the Soul 
Conference Center, along the Heritage Trail Utility Corridor for installation of water and 
wastewater utility connections; and for construction of an access road connecting Route 17M to 
the southern portion of the Echo Lake property. The Strong Farm and Lipoff properties would 
remain undeveloped under the Proposed Project. In general, contaminants were not identified in 
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soil or groundwater at levels exceeding regulatory criteria for the intended site use during the 
Phase II Subsurface Investigations of the Ver Hage and Echo Lake properties; however, several 
areas of waste disposal were noted at the Echo Lake property. The Applicant anticipates that 
potential impacts from potential unforeseen conditions would be avoided by performing 
construction activities in accordance with the following protocols: 

• The waste disposal areas at the Echo Lake property would be addressed by excavating, 
segregating and disposing of the waste materials off-site in accordance with applicable 
regulations. Endpoint samples would be collected from the excavations to confirm that 
associated contaminants do not remain in the underlying soil. Soil removal would be 
conducted if contaminant concentrations exceeding the applicable regulatory criteria are 
identified. 

• Results from the soil vapor sampling at the Ver Hage Property did not identify VOCs above 
the NYSDOH Air Guideline Values, and data from on-going groundwater monitoring 
associated with the Old Al Turi Landfill shows minimal groundwater impacts on the 
Property. Therefore, there is low potential for future contaminant migration onto the 
Property and a low potential for vapor encroachment. Nevertheless, as a precautionary 
measure, a vapor barrier will be incorporated in the design of the Amy’s Kitchen food 
processing facility building on the Ver Hage property to prevent potential radon and/or 
vapor intrusion. 

• After design of the utility line connection is completed, targeted soil and groundwater 
sampling would be conducted along the Heritage Trail Utility Corridor to characterize 
subsurface materials that would be encountered during construction. The sampling 
parameters would be selected based on the anticipated contaminants of concern associated 
with the conditions identified based on the regulatory database review (e.g., metals, 
pesticides, PCBs, petroleum compounds associated with former railroad use; chlorinated 
solvents associated with the nearby dry cleaner; VOCs and SVOCs associated with nearby 
petroleum spills). (See Figure II-9) 

• A Construction-Phase Environmental Health and Safety Plan (CHASP) would be prepared 
and implemented to manage disturbance of soil and handling of dewatering fluids, and 
would include a contingency plan to address sources or areas of contamination, if any, 
identified during targeted sampling along the utility corridor and/or encountered during 
future construction activities. Elements of the CHASP will include the following: 

- All soil and fill excavated as part of Project Site construction activities would be 
managed in accordance with all applicable regulations. All soil intended for off-site 
disposal would be tested in accordance with the requirements of the intended receiving 
facility. Transportation of all material leaving the Project Site for off-site disposal would 
be in accordance with Federal, State and local requirements covering licensing of 
haulers and trucks, placarding, truck routes, manifesting, etc. Among the pertinent 
regulatory requirements are those found in 6 NYCRR Parts 360 through 376, which set 
forth waste management requirements. Any waste disposal that would occur outside of 
New York State would be conducted in accordance with similar federal and individual 
state requirements. 

- If tanks, drums, or other sources of subsurface contamination are discovered at the 
Project Site during excavation activities, they would be removed in accordance with all 
applicable regulations. Any associated soil and groundwater contamination would be 
mitigated in accordance with the state, county, and local requirements. The removal of 
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petroleum tanks is regulated by NYSDEC (6 NYCRR Section 613.9), which requires 
that tanks no longer in use be closed in place or removed according to specific 
requirements. Contaminated soils surrounding the tanks, separate phase product on the 
water table, or contaminants dissolved in the groundwater, if encountered, would be 
addressed in accordance with applicable NYSDEC regulations (6 NYCRR Section 
611.6) and Article 12 of the New York Navigation Law (notification and management 
requirements for spills to the waters of the state).  

- Access to the Project Site for groundwater monitoring associated with the NYSDEC 
closure of the Al Turi Landfill would be permitted, as necessary. 

• If dewatering is required (e.g., for installation of utilities), treatment and discharge of 
dewatering fluids would be conducted in accordance with all applicable regulations and 
guidance, including obtaining appropriate permits. The discharge of wastewater to surface or 
groundwater in New York State will be conducted in accordance with 6 NYCRR Part 750.   

• Appropriate erosion and sediment controls will be implemented in accordance with a 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). This will minimize the potential of dust 
generation and sediment in stormwater during the soil disturbance activities. Analysis of 
stormwater management for the project is provided in Chapter III-G, “Stormwater 
Management.” 

With the implementation of these measures, no significant adverse impacts related to hazardous 
materials would be expected to occur as a result of the construction activities for the Proposed 
Project. Following construction of the Proposed Project, there would be no further potential for 
adverse impacts. 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

As presented in the DEIS, the Proposed Project would result in unavoidable impacts to four (4) 
S/NR eligible archaeological sites. Although the Proposed Project would relocate a portion of 
the access road, it is not feasible to avoid impacts to the three archaeological sites affected by the 
access road. Since avoidance of these sites is not possible through design changes, Phase III 
Data Recovery Plans (DRPs) have been developed to outline the testing strategies and protocols 
that will be implemented as part of the Data Recovery. The DRPs have been submitted to the 
Town and SHPO for review and concurrence. As a result thereof, no significant adverse impacts 
to archaeological resources would result. 

As presented in the DEIS, the Strong Farm is a S/NR eligible resource. Under the Proposed 
Project, the Strong Farm will be protected through a Conservation Easement to be enforced by 
the Town of Goshen. Activities on Strong Farm will be limited to farming and existing 
residential uses. Repair or replacement of existing buildings, as well as construction of new 
agricultural buildings within the developed area will be permitted. Any new buildings will be 
designed to be consistent with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and Scenic Overlay District and 
would require approval of the Town. In addition, no new development will occur within wetland 
or floodplain areas, and foraging habitat for the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat will be 
preserved. Temporary volunteer parking and overflow parking (if needed) will also be allowed 
during the three-day annual SoS National Event. 

This Conservation Easement will protect the agricultural use of Strong Farm. In addition, SoS 
proposes to restore the main residence and some of the agricultural structures on the property. 
The two (2) other residential structures would be rented to tenants or used for volunteer housing 
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during the National and Regional SoS Conferences. The Strong Farm property would also be 
used for volunteer parking (and possible some overflow attendee parking) for the SoS 
Conference Center during the National Conference. Volunteer parking would be provided in 
hayfields or orchards, north of the Strong Farm complex (see Figures I-31 and I-32). The 
continued agricultural use of the property and temporary parking would not result in any adverse 
physical effects to the farm complex. In addition, due to existing topography and vegetation, 
neither Amy’s Kitchen nor SoS are expected to be visible from the farm complex, and the farm 
complex’s setting would not be affected. Therefore, the Proposed Project would not result in any 
significant adverse indirect effects on the Strong Farm historic complex.  

Within the Study Area, 34 Owens Road has been identified as a potential historic resource. 
However, the Proposed Project would have no significant adverse impacts on this potential 
historic resource. The house is located across Owens Road from the Strong Farm property fields 
that would be utilized for agricultural use and temporary volunteer parking for SoS three days 
per year. It is not expected that the continued agricultural use of the fields and temporary parking 
would have any adverse physical effects or adversely affect the setting of the house at 34 Owens 
Road. Therefore, the Proposed Project would have no adverse effects on historic resources in the 
study area. In a letter dated September 30, 2015, SHPO concluded that it has no concerns 
regarding the Proposed Project’s potential impacts on historic architectural resources.  

AGRICULTURE 

As discussed in the DEIS, the Amy’s Kitchen and SoS Project Site would be located in an area 
that is largely characterized by low-density rural residential and agricultural land uses, as well as 
several commercial and light industrial sites, public infrastructure and utilities, and institutional 
uses. The Project Site is located within the Town of Goshen in the Orange County Agricultural 
District No. 2, as approved through Resolution No. 7 of 2013 of the Orange County Legislature, 
Adopted 7 February 2013. 

The immediate study area, including the Strong Farm property on the Project Site, includes 
currently operating farms which contribute to the Town and the County’s economy, provide 
livelihoods for local residents, and add to the area’s rural character and attractiveness. The 
Applicant recognizes the value of these factors to the local and regional economies, as well as 
the added value that the Proposed Project would bring to fostering and promoting the local and 
regional agricultural economy and jobs relating to it. In addition, the Proposed Project would 
place a Conservation Easement on Strong Farm to protect the agricultural use of the property. 

Overall, the Proposed Project would result in long term benefits to the local and regional 
agricultural economy. Amy’s Kitchen currently purchases approximately 90 million pounds of 
organic materials each year for use in their products. In the last year, Amy’s Kitchen purchased 
more than 36 million pounds of organic tomatoes, and more than 17 million pounds of organic 
onions. Amy’s Kitchen is actively working with and pursuing increasing east coast suppliers, 
which could include organic produce and dairy from the Hudson Valley region. 

As further discussed in DEIS Chapter III.M, “Fiscal Impacts,” the Amy’s Kitchen project is not 
anticipated to result in significant in-migration of workers, or to compete with existing 
agricultural operations for workers. The analysis contained in DEIS Chapter III.M indicates that 
there are approximately 11,336 unemployed persons available for work (unemployed, exceeding 
stable unemployment rate of 4.5 percent) living within a one (1)-hour drive of the Project Site. 
Of these, roughly 4,060 persons live within 30 minutes of the site, and over a quarter of those 
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(1,090 persons) are in the “blue collar” occupational category from which Amy’s Kitchen would 
draw a majority of its employees.  

The total number of full-time equivalent (FTE) workers needed to staff the Amy’s Kitchen 
facility upon completion of Phase 2 is 681. Of these, 630 employees would work in food 
production, 30 employees would provide facility maintenance, and 21 employees would work in 
a supervisory or plant safety and engineering capacity. Wages are anticipated to be comparable 
to prevailing wages for similarly skilled jobs in the Project Area, including agricultural workers. 
As such, there is a sufficient workforce within the area from which to draw employees, and the 
Proposed Project is not anticipated to compete for labor with the agricultural industry. 

AIR QUALITY 

The Proposed Project would not substantially change the conclusions of the air quality analysis 
presented in the DEIS. Air quality impacts can be either direct or indirect. Direct impacts result 
from emissions generated by stationary sources at a project site, such as emissions from on-site 
fuel combustion for heat and hot water systems, or industrial process boilers. Indirect impacts 
are impacts that are caused by off-site emissions associated with a project, such as impacts that 
are caused by emissions from on-road vehicle trips generated by a project or other changes to 
future traffic conditions due to a project. The Proposed Project would generate both truck and 
car trips; therefore the potential for indirect mobile source impacts from the Proposed Project 
was evaluated. The Proposed Project would include natural gas-burning heat and hot water 
systems and process boilers. Therefore, stationary sources were evaluated as well. 

The vehicle trips generated by the Proposed Project and the Proposed Project’s stationary 
sources are not expected to cause any exceedance of ambient air quality standards. None of the 
locations affected by the Proposed Project would exceed any of the screening criteria. Therefore, 
additional screening or microscale modeling is not required, and the Proposed Project would not 
cause any significant adverse air quality impacts from mobile sources. 

The Proposed Project would introduce relatively small stationary sources at a large distance 
from the nearest sensitive locations, and the traffic increments associated with the Proposed 
Projects would not exceed screening levels. Overall the review of these sources has concluded 
that the Proposed Project would not cause any significant adverse air quality impacts. 

Emissions from vehicles generated by the Proposed Project would be unavoidable, but are not 
considered impacts as none of the screening locations for mobile source emissions exceed the 
volume threshold criteria for either carbon monoxide or particulate matter established by 
NYSDOT. Emissions from stationary sources (process boilers, heat and hot water systems, and 
ovens) are also considered unavoidable, but are not considered impacts as none of the stationary 
sources individually or collectively are large enough to require any air quality permits, they 
would be located a large distance from any sensitive receptor, and because ambient pollutant 
concentrations are substantially lower than NAAQS. Since the Proposed Project would not result 
in any significant adverse air quality impacts, no mitigation is required. 

CONSTRUCTION IMPACTS 

Construction of the Proposed Project would have similar impacts as described in the DEIS. 
However, the construction period for Phase 1 of Amy’s Kitchen would be extended from 
approximately 18 months to approximately 36 months. While this duration is doubled, the 
impacts associated with the construction activity would be similar to those for any construction 
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project and the location of the Project Site would minimize disturbance to any sensitive land 
uses. 

UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

The Proposed Project would create a number of physical changes to the Project Site and 
Additional Areas. The Proposed Project would have similar unavoidable adverse environmental 
impacts as the Proposed Project analyzed in the DEIS. However, the Proposed Project reduces 
the total disturbance to the Project Site by reducing the length of the SoS Guest House driveway 
and relocating the Guest House to a lower elevation on the ridgeline. 

IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENT OF RESOURCES 

As presented in the DEIS, natural and manmade resources would be expended in the 
construction and operation of both Amy’s Kitchen and SoS. These natural resources include the 
use of land and energy. Manmade resources include the effort required to develop, construct, and 
operate the Proposed Project; building materials; financial funding; and motor vehicle use. 
Resources are considered irretrievably committed because it is highly unlikely that they would 
be used for some other purpose. However, none of the resources expended would constitute a 
significant adverse impact. Therefore, no mitigation is required. 

GROWTH INDUCING IMPACTS 

As analyzed in the DEIS, the Proposed Project would create a substantial number of new jobs in 
Goshen, and the Proposed Project would not change the anticipated number of jobs. It is 
anticipated that these jobs can be filled by existing workers within the greater Project Area. The 
fiscal impact analysis identified a gap of approximately ten (10) workers within the ten-minute 
commute area for blue collar workers. This gap could be filled either by workers in the 10 to 20 
minute commute area, of which there is a surplus, or by approximately 10 workers relocating 
closer to the Project Site. This fiscal analysis also found that the existing housing market can 
easily accommodate the small number of worker households that could potentially relocate to 
the 10-minute commute radius based on the results of the labor gap analysis. Therefore, the 
Proposed Project is not expected to result in any new housing development or a substantial 
number of new worker/residents. 

A number of local businesses near the Project Site would likely experience increased patronage 
from employees during construction, as well as from Amy’s Kitchen employees after 
construction, and SoS volunteers and visitors during the National and Regional conferences. It is 
expected that this patronage would be welcomed in the business community, and would not 
result in significant new development in areas not already developed with commercial uses. 

The Proposed Project would connect to the existing potable water system and wastewater 
treatment plant of the City of Middletown. To avoid potential growth inducing impacts the water 
and sewer lines would be sized to accommodate the Proposed Project only and would be 
considered private utility connections. Since the water and sewer lines would not have the 
capacity to accommodate any additional connections, no growth inducing impacts would result 
from a connection to either the potable water system or wastewater treatment plant.  

Since the release of the DEIS, an additional project has been identified within the Town of 
Goshen. LegoLand is proposed to be developed on property located on the south side of NYS 
Route 17 and Harriman Drive east of the NYS Route 17 Exit 125 Eastbound On/Off Ramps and 
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east of the Glen Arden facility. LegoLand is currently anticipated to be completed in 2019 or 
beyond. As it relates to the Proposed Project, LegoLand is expected to have little or no traffic 
generation during the AM Peak Hour of Amy’s Kitchen (6:00 AM to 7:00 AM) and only minor 
employee traffic volumes during the AM Peak highway hour (7:30 AM to 8:30 AM) analyzed in 
the DEIS Traffic Impact Study since the LegoLand Park will not be open until 10:00 AM. The 
LegoLand peak exit time periods are expected to occur after 5:00 PM which is after the PM Peak 
Hour of Amy’s Kitchen Generation (3:00 PM to 4:00 PM). Furthermore, preliminary estimates 
based on LegoLand data indicates that the majority of their site generated traffic (over 70%) will 
be destined to and from the east along NYS Route 17. As a result, NYS Route 17M in the 
vicinity of the Amy’s Kitchen/SoS development is expected to experience approximately 5% or 
less of the LegoLand traffic which would equate to 15 to 20 vehicles per direction during the 
peak hours analyzed in the Amy’s Kitchen Traffic Study. This level of traffic volume is 
accounted for as part of the background traffic growth included in the Amy’s Kitchen/SoS 
Traffic Impact Study.  
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Chapter III:  Responses to Comments on the DEIS 

A. INTRODUCTION 
This Chapter of the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) addresses comments that 
were made on the Draft EIS (DEIS), either verbally at the Public Hearing held on May 31, 2016, 
or provided in writing through June 10, 2016. This includes all comments made by the public or 
their representatives, the Town of Goshen and its technical consultants, and interested and 
involved agencies.  

This chapter provides responses to the substantive verbal and written comments submitted on the 
DEIS. A full transcript of public testimony and complete correspondence from which these 
comments are drawn can be found in Volume 2 of this FEIS.  

Approximately 280 comments were received on the DEIS. Comments are presented verbatim. 
Similar comments, in terms of subject or technical points, by multiple or by the same 
commenter, are grouped together. Comments are denoted by the agency or last name of the 
commenter and the date of the comment. 

B. LIST OF ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS WHO 
COMMENTED ON THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
STATEMENT 

AGENCIES AND TOWN CONSULTANTS 

1. David Church, Orange County Department of Planning. Letter dated June 10, 2016 
(2016-06-10_OrangeCounty) 

2. John Canning, VHB. Memo dated May 31, 2016 (2016-05-31_VHB_Traffic) 

3. Rebecca S. Crist, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation. Letter 
dated June 10, 2016 (2016-06-10_NYSDEC) 

4. Richard Golden, Burke, Miele & Golden, LLP. Letter dated April 19, 2016 (2016-04-
19_BMG Comments)1 

5. Patrick J. Hines, McGoey, Hauser & Edsall. Fax dated June 6, 2016 (2016-06-
06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

                                                      
1 This comment letter was prepared prior to the acceptance of the DEIS as complete, and included a 

number of comments that were addressed in the DEIS that was accepted as complete by the Town of 
Goshen Planning Board on April 21, 2016, and made available for public review on April 29, 2016. The 
comments that were addressed in the DEIS are not recited herein. 
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6. Town of Goshen Environmental Review Board Meeting Notes, May 25, 2016 (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

7. Ralph E. Huddleston Jr., Carpenter Environmental Associates, Inc. Memo dated May 
26, 2016 (2016-05-26_CEA_Natural) 

8. Dennis G. Lindsay, H2M Architects + Engineers. Memo dated May 27, 2016 (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

9. John Lupinski, Town of Goshen Planning Board, Public Hearing Comments (2016-05-
31_Lupinski) 

10. Joseph E. Stankavage, P.E., Orange County Department of Public Works. Letter dated 
June 10, 2016 (2016-06-10_OCDPW Report) 

11. New York State Office of Mental Health (NYSOMH). Verbal comments at a meeting at 
the Empire State Development office, 33 Airport Center Drive, New Windsor, NY, on 
June 7, 2016. Attendees from the NYSOMH included: Ed Killeen, John Reisinger, and 
Jennifer Huber. 

12. Town of Goshen Environmental Review Board Minutes, May 25, 2016 (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

GENERAL PUBLIC 

13. Jerry Boss, Public Hearing Comments (2016-05-31_Boss) 

14. Betsy Dunlevy, Public Hearing Comments (2016-05-31_Dunlevy) 

15. Kenneth F. Cerullo, Esq., Owens Road Associates, LLC. Email dated June 10, 2016 
(2016-06-10_Cerullo) 

16. Mary Rice Israelski, Email dated June 6, 2016 (2016-06-06_Mary Israelski) 

17. Jeremy Pearlman, Email dated June 10, 2016 (2016-06-10_Pearlman) 

18. James Torcivia, Letter dated June 6, 2016 (2016-06-06_Torcivia) 

19. A. Zuckerman, Public Hearing Comments (2016-05-31_Zuckerman) 

C. COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

SITE PLAN 

 There are several areas where the lighting exceeds 0.1-foot candles at the Comment 1:
property line. This is a condition that the Planning Board frequently includes, 
despite the DEIS stating that it will restrict lighting to 0.5-foot candles at the 
property line. (2016-04-19_BMG Comments) 

Response: The proposed lighting plan meets the requirements of Section 97-50.L of Town 
Code, which states that, “No use shall produce glare so as to cause illumination 
beyond the boundaries of the property on which it is located in excess of 0.5 
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footcandle.” While the majority of the Project Site will be able to meet the 0.1-
footcandle recommendation, it is not possible for the reasons stated below to 
meet this at the proposed new site access road from NYS Route 17M. In 
addition, for health and safety reasons, the emergency access driveways on 
Hartley Road are proposed to be 0.2 footcandles at the property line. This meets 
the Town Code requirement of 0.5 footcandles at the property line. 

 A full set of site design plans, including the proposed intersection design, FEIS, Comment 2:
SEQRA information and related submittals, prepared in conformance with the 
Policy & Standards of the Orange County Department of Public Works and the 
Town of Goshen regulations, must be reviewed and approved by this 
department under Section 239-f of the General Municipal Law and Section 136 
of the Highway Law. The developer will be required to obtain a permit from the 
Orange County Department of Public Works prior to any site preparation or 
construction activity. Specifically, permits from this department must be 
obtained due to the proposed impacts to Training Center Lane and the Heritage 
Trail Utility Corridor. We kindly request that your board not grant approvals for 
construction or site development until after our Department has reviewed and 
approved the plans. (2016-06-10_OCDPW Report) 

Response: The Applicant will continue to coordinate with the County on this project and 
specifically the off-site improvements at NYS Route 17M and Training Center 
Lane and along the Heritage Trail. The Applicant will be required to submit an 
application for a Highway Work Permit, and receive that permit, for the 
proposed roadway and utility improvements prior to the signing of the site plan 
by the Planning Board Chairman. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 The adopted scope for this project specifies that no information will be included Comment 3:
in the Executive Summary that is not included within the document We have 
only performed a cursory review of the executive summary having focused our 
efforts on the individual sections which should include the full detailed 
discussions. (2016-05-26_CEA_Natural) 

Response: The Executive Summary provides a summary of the technical information 
provided in detail in each respective chapter. There is no information contained 
in the Executive Summary that is not also contained in the detailed chapters. 

CHAPTER II: PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 There is now a reference that the Central Building for Science of the Soul will Comment 4:
have dormitory accommodations. This residential use, and its interplay with the 
residential uses of the caretaker houses and the 5-bedroom house should be 
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made clear to allow the Planning Board and public to fully understand the 
residential components of the Science of the Soul project, and their impacts and 
zoning issues. (2016-04-19_BMG Comments) 

Response: The Central Building would include temporary accommodation for a maximum 
of sixty (60) volunteers. These temporary accommodations would be provided 
in one (1) open sleeping room with a common toilet/shower room for each 
gender. Approximately 2,160 square feet of the building would be allocated for 
these temporary accommodation facilities. All temporary volunteer 
accommodation would be provided in these open common rooms. No individual 
sleeping rooms or dormitories for volunteers are proposed. See also Response to 
Comment 23. 

Volunteer service is a core part of the SoS religious practice. Members of 
diverse ethnic backgrounds, economic status, cultures, religions, and ages work 
together towards a common purpose consistent with the practices and purposes 
of SoS. This volunteer service builds a sense of community, humility, and 
humanity. Working together to build and operate the Conference Center creates 
an atmosphere of fellowship and good-will that builds the congregation and 
strengthens faith. It also provides support for the daily meditation that members 
practice once they return home. These temporary accommodations make this 
aspect of the religious practice available to volunteers living far away. 

During normal operations, the temporary volunteer accommodations would 
largely be empty. There may be a few people staying for special projects, such 
as landscaping, renovations, or repairs. Unlike the two (2) caretaker residences, 
which are permanent homes for the caretakers and their families, this volunteer 
accommodation would strictly be temporary—no individual would stay 
permanently. The typical length of stay would be no more than one (1) to two 
(2) weeks per year, with a one (1) month maximum. Volunteers would take 
meals served in the Central Building food service area. Except during 
preparation for the National Conference, lights out is strictly observed at 9:00 
PM. 

 Page II-5 references an easement within the Echo Lake property held by the Comment 5:
City of Middletown. We did not see that easement shown on the plan for SoS. 
Please identify all easements on the plans, and provide our office with a copy of 
all easements and/or include them in an appendix. (2016-04-19_BMG 
Comments) 

Response: The City of Middletown had a temporary construction easement within the Echo 
Lake property for installation of a short section of its municipal sewer line 
outfall into the Wallkill River. There exists no permanent easement of record. 
All permanent easements of record pertaining to the Project Site are depicted on 
the Site Plans and are set forth in Appendix G. 
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 Discuss the particulars concerning the extent, quantity, etc. of the composting Comment 6:
use, which may also require a special permit from the Town Board. (2016-04-
19_BMG Comments) 

Response: As discussed in the DEIS Chapter III.J, “Utilities and Solid Waste Disposal,” 
where feasible, Amy’s Kitchen would work with local agricultural and other 
operations to compost food waste from the production process. Based on its 
Medford, Oregon plant operations, Amy’s Kitchen estimates that at full-build 
out, regular weekly operation would generate approximately 444 tons of waste 
per month. Approximately 39 percent of the monthly waste would either be 
compostable or recyclable. Recyclable and compostable materials would be kept 
separate from other wastes inside the Amy’s Kitchen facility and would be 
collected and disposed of by a private waste management company. No 
composting would occur on-site, therefore no special permit would be required. 

 Figure [III.K-1 and III.K-3] shows a Study Area (One Mile Radius). DEIS Comment 7:
should describe intent of the One Mile Radius Study Area or, if no longer 
applicable, Study Area should be removed from figure. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The adopted scope required that “Existing land use and zoning of the project site 
and within one mile will be described and presented graphically.” 

 AQ-3 Aquifer Overlay District hatching difficult to distinguish; Hatching should Comment 8:
be revised or the AQ-3 identified/labelled. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The hatching patterns in Figure III.K-2, “Zoning Overlay Districts,” in the DEIS 
did not print well. Figure II-6 of this FEIS presents the AQ-3 and AQ-6 Overlay 
Districts with more distinct hatching. The DEIS, at page III.K-3, accurately 
describes the coverage of the AQ-3 and AQ-6 Overlay Districts: “The entire 
Echo Lake property and the western portion of the Ver Hage, Strong Farm, and 
Lipoff properties are in the AQ-3 Aquifer Overlay District (AQ-3 District). The 
eastern portions of the Ver Hage, Strong Farm, and Lipoff properties are located 
in the AQ-6 Aquifer Overlay District (AQ-6 District).”  

 DEIS describes an easement over the Echo Lake property for the Middletown Comment 9:
sanitary sewer trunk line; DEIS should include a figure showing the extent of 
the easement. Alternatively, the site plan should show the easement and trunk 
line to confirm no conflict with the proposed improvements. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The City of Middletown had a temporary construction easement within the Echo 
Lake property for installation of a short section of its municipal sewer line 
outfall into the Wallkill River. There exists no permanent easement of record. 
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All permanent easements pertaining to the Project Site are depicted on the Site 
Plans and are set forth in Appendix F.  

 DEIS indicates 20.75 acres of disturbance on Ver Hage property and 33.8 acres Comment 10:
of disturbance on Echo Lake property. Site plans indicate 32.8 acres of 
disturbance on Ver Hage and 105.5 acres of disturbance on Echo Lake. (2016-
05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Calculation of acreages in the DEIS refer to “buildings and other permanent 
impervious surfaces,” whereas calculations of acreages in the site plan refer to 
the overall limits of grading and clearing. Much of the area disturbed during 
construction would revert to open space. With the Proposed Project, the reduced 
length of the SoS Guest House driveway would reduce overall disturbance to 
the Echo Lake property by approximately 3.1 acres.  

 DEIS indicates electric service will be provided by O&R and gas service will be Comment 11:
provided by NYSEG. Appendix III.E-2 includes correspondence from O&R 
indicating their willingness to serve the project. FEIS should include similar 
correspondence from NYSEG. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Amy’s Kitchen received a letter from NYSEG on June 23, 2016 indicating that 
NYSEG “has capacity to serve” the Proposed Project. A copy of the letter has 
been provided in Appendix C. 

 DEIS indicates new eight (8) inch private wastewater conveyance line will be Comment 12:
installed in the same trench as the new eight (8) inch water line and separated by 
three (3) feet horizontally and 18-inches vertically. FEIS should verify 
separation dimensions are measured from outside edge to outside edge. (2016-
05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: This is correct; all separation dimensions are measured from outside edge to 
outside edge. 

 DEIS indicates the wastewater conveyance line will include vents. FEIS should Comment 13:
clarify the line will include air release and/or vacuum valves (rather than vents). 
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The wastewater force-main will include air release and/or vacuum valves. 

 DEIS indicates a sidewalk from NYS Route 17M to Amy’s site. The site plans Comment 14:
include construction details for monolithic curb and sidewalk, however the 
grading and utility plans appear to show no curb/sidewalk along the access road. 
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 



Chapter III: Responses to Comments on the DEIS 

 III-7 09/28/2016 

Response: Upon further evaluation, no sidewalk is proposed to be provided along the 
access road. Construction of a sidewalk would have resulted in additional 
disturbance from grading. The Amy’s Kitchen facility would be located 
approximately one mile uphill from NYS Route 17M. It would be more 
practical for Amy’s Kitchen to provide shuttle service to employees using mass 
transit.  

 DEIS (Project Description) indicates 200-foot left turn lane (LTL) in each Comment 15:
direction along NYS Route 17M; DEIS (Traffic) indicates 185-foot LTL 
eastbound and 125-foot LTL westbound. In addition, DEIS (Project 
Description) indicates 150-foot right turn lane (RTL) westbound; DEIS (Traffic) 
indicates 135-foot RTL westbound. FEIS should clarify. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Based on the current Highway Improvement Plans for the NYS Route 
17M/Training Center Lane intersection improvements, the eastbound left turn 
lane is proposed to be 185 feet long with an 86 foot taper and the eastbound 
right turn lane is proposed to be 100 feet long with a 75 foot taper. The 
westbound left turn lane is proposed to be 200 feet with an 86 foot taper and the 
westbound right turn lane is proposed to be 125 feet with a 75 foot taper. 
Training Center Lane is proposed to be relocated approximately 200 feet west of 
its current location. 

 DEIS indicates use of the Hartley Road driveways will be limited to emergency Comment 16:
access. FEIS should indicate how this will be controlled to limit impact to 
Hartley Road (i.e. signage along NYS Route 17M) and under what conditions 
the emergency access will be utilized (i.e. is the emergency access intended for 
ingress of emergency vehicles only?) (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The proposed Hartley Road driveways will be limited to emergency access only. 
This access will be controlled with a gate. All employees and delivery trucks 
will be directed to use the new access road from NYS Route 17M. An 
“emergency” would be defined as an event at the NYS Route 17M entrance, 
Amy’s Kitchen Manufacturing Facility, or SoS Conference Center requiring 
police, fire, or medical assistance, where provision of access/egress from 
Hartley Road would benefit life, health, and safety.  

 DEIS indicates “very limited construction traffic would use either Hartley Road Comment 17:
or Echo Lake Road”; FEIS should quantify construction traffic volume 
anticipated to utilize these roads. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Upon initial mobilization of construction, a small number of earth moving 
equipment would be delivered to the Project Site to begin clearing and grading 
activities for the construction of the access road and bridge. The equipment 
would be delivered to the Echo Lake property using NYS Route 17M in the 
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vicinity of the proposed access road. The equipment would be delivered to the 
Ver Hage property using Hartley Road. Once delivered to the site, earth moving 
equipment would remain on site until grading and excavating activities have 
been completed. During the initial phases of construction, a small number of 
construction workers would likely use the Hartley Road entrance to facilitate the 
construction of the bridge. Once the access road and bridge are complete, 
construction traffic would enter from NYS Route 17M. To the greatest extent 
practicable, all materials used to construct the bridge would be brought to the 
site via the NYS Route 17M entrance. 

 Amy’s Kitchen sounds like a great opportunity for the area; it’s just that the Comment 18:
proposed plant site is in very close proximity to me, so I have concerns. (2016-
06-10_Pearlman) 

Response: The Proposed Project is located in the interior of each property and is buffered 
to the fullest extent possible from adjoining land uses, many of which are 
already industrial. The Proposed Project would result in substantial economic 
benefits for the region, and all efforts have been made to minimize potential 
impacts on adjacent properties and residential areas. 

SCIENCE OF THE SOUL 

 FEIS should clarify the Open-Air Pavilion floor will be grassed. Figure appears Comment 19:
to show finished floor. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The floor of the Open-Air Pavilion would likely be gravel or packed earth as 
grass is unlikely to grow in the interior due to the lack of sun and rain. A 
finished floor is not proposed except for accessible walkways and accessible 
seating areas. Accessible walkways and seating areas would be asphalt or 
concrete. 

 DEIS (Project Description) indicates 10-15 volunteers staying onsite during the Comment 20:
week. DEIS (Groundwater/Water Supply) indicates 5-10 volunteers staying 
onsite. FEIS to clarify for consistency. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: It is more likely that 10 to 15 people would be present on the SoS property on a 
typical weekday. Only the residents of the two (2) caretaker residences would 
stay on the site on a regular basis.  

 DEIS indicates SoS centers in Fayetteville and Petaluma have set a goal of 20% Comment 21:
arrivals by bus (shuttle or long-range); DEIS indicates the goal for Goshen is 
40% arrivals by bus (charter or shuttle). FEIS should verify 40% goal for 
Goshen and provide information supporting this value. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 



Chapter III: Responses to Comments on the DEIS 

 III-9 09/28/2016 

Response: The higher percentage of bus arrivals of the proposed Goshen SoS facility is 
based on an analysis by SoS of how participants would likely travel to the 
Goshen conference center. It is anticipated that 65 to 70% of attendees will 
travel from a distance of over 200 miles for the event with up to 30% traveling 
from a distance of over 500 miles including via long distance bus groups and air 
travel. SoS has estimated that approximately 60% of attendees will stay in area 
hotels. SoS organizes shuttle busses from clusters of area hotels to the event site. 
Off-site parking locations could also be utilized with shuttle busing to the site if 
required. Based on this the Applicant believes that the 40% of arrivals by bus 
for the National Conference can be achieved and is appropriate for the traffic 
analysis of event conditions. Buses are anticipated to originate from clusters of 
area hotels as well as group buses for attendees from closer locations. 130 bus 
parking spaces will be provided on the site. 

 Please provide more detailed analysis regarding traffic during the meetings Comment 22:
proposed by Science of the Soul. The analysis assumes 40% of attendees will 
take a bus to the event site while other events in California have only had 20% 
use of bus transportation into events (2016-06-10_Cerullo) 

Response: The SoS National and Regional Conference traffic conditions were fully 
analyzed as part of the DEIS. The discussion of the SoS Event traffic analysis 
begins on Page III.H-30 of the DEIS. The analysis results, which considered 
peak entering and exiting time periods for Weekday and Weekend Morning or 
Afternoon events, are summarized in DEIS Tables III.H-13 through III.H-17. 

See Response to Comment 21 for additional information on bus utilization. 

 Applicant should review architectural plans for SoS Central Building and Comment 23:
provide revised square footages if applicable. Specifically, DEIS indicates up to 
60 volunteers will stay in one (1) 2,500 square foot (SF) sleeping room 
(approximately 40 SF per person). (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: As discussed in the DEIS (see page II-16), one (1) open sleeping room with 
common toilet/shower room would be provided for each gender. The floor plan 
has been further developed since the issuance of the DEIS (see Figure I-18 of 
this FEIS) and shows the two (2) sleeping rooms. The 1,090 sf women’s room 
would accommodate approximately 20 beds, and the men’s 2,290 sf room 
would accommodate approximately 28 beds. Approximately 12 of the 48 beds 
would be bunk beds that can accommodate two people. Together, these bunk 
rooms would house the anticipated 60 volunteers. Separate male and female 
bathrooms would be provided adjacent to the bunk rooms.  

 DEIS indicates typical volunteer onsite stays will be one (1) to two (2) weeks Comment 24:
with a one (1) month maximum stay. FEIS to indicate if SoS Central Building 
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will include any amenities for volunteers (i.e. laundry, recreation, etc.) (2016-
05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Laundry machines would be provided within the Central Building. These will be 
primarily for kitchen and hospitality use (washing of kitchen towels and linens). 
However, volunteers staying more than a few days will have access to these 
machines for personal laundry washing. Volunteers could use the building 
interiors and open spaces on the conference center property for informal 
recreation. 

 FEIS should identify if any special provisions to collect and transfer onsite Comment 25:
refuse and/or recyclables during National Conference are necessary. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: As indicated on page II-15 of the DEIS, a certain number of SoS volunteers are 
allocated to “clean up” responsibilities. This would include setting up, 
monitoring, and managing refuse and recyclable collection areas. Trash and 
recycling receptacles would be located throughout the venue during the National 
Conference. Volunteers would monitor these receptacles and empty them as 
necessary during the event. The Maintenance Barn will be the focus of 
recycling/trash collection activities. 

 What is Science of the Soul? Is it a religious retreat? What kind of religion? Comment 26:
Will it be tax exempt? What is the connection to Amy’s Kitchen? Will the 
Science of the Soul be built before Amy’s Kitchen or after? (2016-06-
06_Torcivia) 

Response: SoS is an international, non-denominational philosophy based on the teachings 
universal to all religions. SoS, also known as Radha Soami Satsang Beas, has 
been in the United States since 1911 and is a registered 501(c)(3) religious non-
profit organization. Amy’s Kitchen and SoS, have agreed to collaborate on the 
preparation of State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) compliance 
documents and to share certain access, water supply, and wastewater treatment 
infrastructure. Grading and site work, including the installation of the new 
access road and bridge will commence simultaneously for both properties. 
However, it is anticipated that Amy’s Kitchen Manufacturing Facility will be 
completed prior to the completion of SoS. 

 Twelve thousand extra people in Goshen on any given weekend seem like way Comment 27:
too many people for any town to handle. The speaker stated we would have two 
such weekends every year. How do we know it won’t be four or eight 
weekends, and how do we know it will be 12,000 people and not more? Do we 
have a guarantee of how many people and how many weekends? (2016-06-
06_Torcivia) 
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Response: As stated in the DEIS, The Conference Center would be used to host one (1) 
annual three (3)-day national conference (“National Conference”), with 
attendance of up to 12,000 people. The National Conference would typically be 
held over a three (3) day period: either Friday through Sunday or Saturday 
through Monday. Each day’s program for a National Conference would run 
from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM. 

In addition, SoS would hold one (1) regional two (2)-day conference (“Regional 
Conference”) per year with approximately 1,200 to 2,000 attendees over a 
weekend. The Regional Conference would be held in the two-story Multi-
Purpose/Family Area Building. The lecture would occur on one floor, and the 
other floor would be used for the family area. The Regional Conference would 
start mid-day on a Saturday and conclude on a Sunday afternoon. 

Regular weekly meetings on Sunday mornings for local congregants (“Weekly 
Meeting”), estimated between 200 and 400 people, would be held in the Multi-
Purpose Building. The Central Building would be used for administrative 
purposes, temporary accommodation for volunteers staying for short periods, 
and small volunteer meetings. During the week, a small number of volunteers 
(10 to 15 people) would attend to normal administrative and property 
management tasks.  

The Town of Goshen Planning Board, as a condition of Special Permit approval, 
will restrict the number and frequency of events to be held on the SoS property 
to what was presented and analyzed in the DEIS. 

 Please provide further details and plans as to what is being proposed on the Comment 28:
Strong/Science of the Soul property. Please include details on proposed parking 
layout, access drives and emergency access. Our subdivision proposes a road 
ending at the Strong/Science of the Soul property as directed by the Planning 
Board and Code for future expansion if and when the Strong Farm is developed. 
It would make sense to tie our proposed road to the proposed access roads on 
the Strong/Science of the Soul property to establish an emergency access system 
for both properties. This emergency connection would provide a benefit to the 
future users of both parcels. (2016-06-10_Cerullo) 

Response: No permanent improvements are proposed to Strong Farm. The existing 
driveway at the residence owned by SoS at 51 Owens Road would be used to 
access the northeastern-most meadow of the Strong Farm where approximately 
350 cars could be parked for volunteers. If additional meadows are needed to 
accommodate additional vehicles, informal drive aisles would be provided 
within the meadows of the Strong Farm. No paved driveways or roads are 
needed; as such there are no connection points for an emergency access road 
from the adjacent subdivision. In addition, the Applicant proposes to restrict the 
agricultural fields for farm use and temporary event parking. As such, there 
would be no further development in this area to connect to. It should be 
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emphasized that temporary parking would only happen over a three (3) day 
period once per year.  

 Please provide details as to the deed restrictions and/or conservation easements Comment 29:
proposed for the Strong/Science of the Soul property limiting uses to agriculture 
and parking. (2016-06-10_Cerullo) 

Response: The Strong Farm will be protected through a Conservation Easement to be 
enforced by the Town of Goshen. Activities on Strong Farm will be limited to 
farming and existing residential uses. Repair or replacement of existing 
buildings, as well as construction of new agricultural buildings within the 
currently existing developed area will be permitted. Any new buildings will be 
designed to be consistent with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and Scenic 
Overlay District and would require approval of the Town. In addition, no new 
development will occur within wetland or floodplain areas, and foraging habitat 
for the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat will be preserved. Temporary 
volunteer parking and overflow parking (if needed) will also be allowed in the 
areas indicated in Figures I-30 and I-31 during the three-day annual SoS 
National Conference. 

 It was requested that the applicant provide clarity regarding the Science of the Comment 30:
Soul parking area that is described as gravel and grass. How much of the area 
will be pervious versus impervious? Concern exists with this parking lot due to 
drainage issues. How much will be gravel and how much will be grass. (2016-
05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: The entire orchard parking area is proposed as pervious. The drive aisles would 
be gravel, and the parking stalls would be grass. Trees would be planted in the 
medians in a grid pattern like an “orchard.” Given the limited use of this parking 
area for three days per year, drainage and erosion issues are not anticipated. 

 The applicant should provide an answer regarding how water will be managed Comment 31:
with regard to the circular dome/tent-like structure. Is there a gutter system? 
Will there be drainage ditches? (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: Stormwater management will be provided for the open-air pavilion. As detailed 
in the site plan drawings contained in Appendix F, roof drains would be 
installed on the pavilion and stormwater would be directed via underground 
piping to the on-site stormwater detention basins. 

 The ERB felt the section regarding the Science of the Soul holding tanks was Comment 32:
vague. More information should be provided regarding contractors trucking 
water out of the holding tanks. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 
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Response: No holding tanks are proposed on the SoS site. Holding tanks are contemplated 
for the Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility. As discussed in the DEIS, the 
solids removed through the pre-treatment process, would be pumped or 
otherwise transported to an on-site 20,000-gallon sludge holding tank. Sludge 
from the holding tank would either be stored as-is or would be pumped to an on-
site rotary press for dewatering prior to removal and off-site disposal. Similar to 
a septic tank being pumped, hauling and disposal of wastewater solids would be 
performed by a private waste management company. Diagrams of the 
wastewater treatment process are provided in Figures I-9a and I-9b. 

 It was requested that the applicant discuss fire suppression in the grass parking Comment 33:
areas. If the grass was very dry with many cars parked on it, what would be the 
plan if the grass caught fire? How would it be handled? (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: No fire suppression is proposed in the orchard parking area. Grass would be 
mowed prior to utilization for parking during the National Conference to 
minimize fire hazard. 

HERITAGE TRAIL 

 On page II-6, is the DEIS saying that the Heritage Trail from the original Comment 34:
Wallkill River channel west to the City of Middletown is owned by the City of 
Middletown (rather than the County of Orange)? (2016-04-19_BMG 
Comments) 

Response: Yes, portions of the Heritage Trail are owned by the City of Middletown. Table 
III-1 below shows the properties that comprise the proposed utility corridor, 
including the Heritage Trail. 

Table III-1 
Properties Comprising the Proposed Utility Corridor  

Owner Address Tax ID Land Use 

City of Middletown 
159 Dolson Ave, Middletown, 
NY 10940 49-1-8 

Sewage treatment 
plant 

Orange and Rockland 
Utilities, Inc 

71 Dolson Ave, Middletown, 
NY 10940 

49-1-3 and 1-
1-3.1 Electrical substation* 

City of Middletown 
Dolsontown Rd, 
Wawayanda, NY 10973 

Tax ID 1-1-
4.11 and 1-1-

4.12 
Heritage Trail Right 

of Way 

City of Middletown 
Co Rt 50, Wawayanda, NY 
10973 

3-3-6 and 6-1-
10 

Heritage Trail Right 
of Way 

City of Middletown 
103 Fischer Ln, Goshen NY 
10924 12-1-7.11 

Heritage Trail Right 
of Way 

County of Orange 
45 6 1/2 Station Rd, Goshen 
NY 10924 12-1-7.12 

Heritage Trail Right 
of Way 

Notes: * -- No improvements are proposed within the electrical substation. Proposed 
Project utility lines would run in unimproved portions of these properties. 

Sources: Orange County Tax Maps. 
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 I read that the plan is for the Heritage Trail to be built up and extend off Hartley Comment 35:
Road to Middletown, and that employees can use it to access Amy’s. Is there 
any place I can find the proposed plan for where the extension will actually be? 
The back of my house—the woods—extends directly down to Echo Lake. 
(2016-06-10_Pearlman) 

Response: The Heritage Trail, which is an Orange County project, would follow the old 
rail bed alignment from Hartley Road into the City of Middletown. Orange 
County contemplates initiating construction of the Heritage Trail in Spring of 
2017. The Proposed Project would install sanitary sewer and water lines in this 
section of the Heritage Trail prior to its completion as a multi-use walking and 
biking path. Information on the proposed extension of the Heritage Trail can be 
obtained from Orange County: http://www.orangecountygov.com/content/ 
124/9893/9979/15213.aspx.  

CHAPTER III-A: GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

 DEIS indicates bedrock fracture trace extending through the northwest portion Comment 36:
of Ver Hage property; Figure III.A-2 shows extension through northeast portion 
of Ver Hage property. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: There are three bedrock fracture traces that fall within the Project Site. One 
intersects the western boundary of the Strong Farm property by Wallkill River 
and the eastern section of the Echo Lake property, west of the Wallkill River. 
Another intersects the southwest portion of the Lipoff property and extends to 
intersect the north and northeast portion of the Ver Hage property. The third 
bedrock fracture runs just south of the previously mentioned fracture, and only 
intersects the Ver Hage property just south of the previous fracture. Fracture 
traces are linear features observed on aerial photographs often underlain by 
vertical zones of closely spaced fractures in the bedrock that may provide 
greater groundwater yields if targeted by groundwater wells. 

 DEIS indicates 25 soil mapping units on the project site; Table III.A-1 lists 23. Comment 37:
ESB appears to be missing from the table (Figure III.A-3). (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Erie extremely stony soils (ESB) occur in the northwest portion of the Echo 
Lake property. No development is proposed at that location as part of the 
Proposed Project. 

 DEIS indicates boring depth of 30-feet; Appendix indicates 32-feet. DEIS Comment 38:
indicates groundwater encountered at 19.5-feet; Appendix indicates 19.7-feet. 
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 
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Response: The geotechnical exploration of the Ver Hage property contained in the 
Appendix provides the more specific details about the preliminary geotechnical 
investigation. The Appendix notes that the exploration program consisted of 10 
test borings which ranged from approximately 32 feet to 52 feet in depth. 
Groundwater was encountered ranging between 14.5 feet below existing ground 
level to 19.7 feet below existing ground level. 

 Geotechnical Report for Ver Hage property is identified as Preliminary and Comment 39:
notes additional subsurface exploration will be necessary to satisfy building 
code requirements. (Informational). The proposed bridge is anticipated to 
require deep foundations (piles). Additional subsurface exploration for Ver 
Hage property should also include the bridge. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: A Geotechnical Investigation and Report is currently being prepared to 
determine placement and foundation type for the bridge abutments. This 
information will be provided to the Town prior to Site Plan approval. 

 Subsurface Investigation for Echo Lake property was performed in late-Comment 40:
2013/early-2014 when both SoS and Amy’s Kitchen were to be located on the 
Echo Lake property. As such, some of the boring data may no longer be 
relevant. FEIS to include discussion on applicability of data and include 
recommendations for additional subsurface exploration if necessary. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Any borings that are no longer necessary to support the Proposed Project are 
included for informational purposes only. Additional subsurface investigation is 
underway to support the extension of the utility line. 

 DEIS indicates proposed water and wastewater lines to Middletown will be in Comment 41:
fill soils along former railroad bed of Heritage Trail and Mardin Gravelly Silt 
Loam in the area between the trail and Middletown STP. FEIS should include 
figure(s) showing offsite soil map unit boundaries. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Figure II-1 shows the off-site soil map unit boundaries. 

CHAPTER III-B: TOPOGRAPHY 

 The DEIS did not provide topographical maps at 2’ contours. (5’ contours were Comment 42:
provided). (2016-04-19_BMG Comments) 

Response: Given the size of the Project Site, topographic maps at 2’ contours would not be 
legible on 11x17 paper. As such, topographic maps at 2’ contours were provided 
with the Site Plan submission drawing set which was included in the DEIS 
appendices. 
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 DEIS states a detailed survey of the Heritage Trail Utility Corridor has not been Comment 43:
prepared and previous surveys and GIS data have been used for preliminary 
design. As indicated during the completeness review, we believe this is 
sufficient for the purpose of evaluating environmental impacts but we 
recommend submission of detailed surveys of the pipeline routes prior to Board 
site plan action. Additionally, the HEC-RAS analysis provided for the proposed 
bridge will need to be correlated with the existing survey. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Surveying of the Heritage Trail Utility Corridor is currently underway and will 
be provided to the Town upon completion. The HEC-RAS analysis conducted 
for the proposed bridge was correlated with existing survey data for the Wallkill 
River to determine the low chord elevation of the bridge. 

 Figures appear to be at variance. Specifically, Fig. III.B-2 shows additional Comment 44:
sloped areas between 10% -25% through the center portion of the Ver Hage 
property. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Figure III.B-1 is based on 30 foot DEM – National Elevation Dataset, whereas 
Figure III.B-2 is based on a recent site survey. As such, Figure III.B-2 is a more 
accurate representation of on-site slopes. 

 DEIS discussion of Access Road Improvement Area slopes references Figure Comment 45:
III.B-1. Figure should be revised to identify Access Road Improvement Area. 
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The reference should have been to Figure III.B-3, which shows the steep slopes 
within the Access Road Improvement Area based on a recent site survey. 

 DEIS indicates excess material from the Echo Lake property will be used on the Comment 46:
Ver Hage property. The cut and fill analysis indicates Echo Lake to be a 
relatively balanced site (996,921 CY cut and 991,258 CY fill) with 5,663 CY of 
excess material available for use on Ver Hage property. FEIS should include cut 
and fill calculations and provide the volume of material to be imported to the 
site (CY and truck trips). We recommend FEIS present this information in a 
table. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Based upon public comments, the site plan for the Proposed Project has been 
modified as described in Chapter I. Chapter II of this FEIS contains recalculated 
cut-and-fill estimates in tabular form. 

 DEIS states fused HDPE pipe will be directionally bored for both the water and Comment 47:
wastewater conveyance lines within the Heritage Trail Utility Corridor. FEIS 
should clarify directional boring will be performed at four (4) crossings 
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(wetlands MD-19 & MD-24, Monhagen Brook and the Wallkill River). All 
other locations will be open cut. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The HDPE pipe will be directionally bored for both the water and wastewater 
force-mains within the Heritage Trail Utility Corridor at the Monhagen Brook 
and the Wallkill River crossings. The remainder of the utility line will be open 
cut. 

 Article 23, Title 27, Mined Land Reclamation—The DEIS section III.B, Comment 48:
“Topography”, states that for the Ver Hage property, “total earthwork estimated 
to involve approximately 307,057 cubic yards” and for Echo Lake, 
“approximately 1,988, 179 cubic yards of total earthworks.” It furthers states 
that “188,873 cubic yards of fill” are required for the Ver Hage property, the 
majority of which will come from the Echo Lake site. However the description 
of the Echo Lake site states that only “5,663 cubic yards of cut” will be 
produced. The inconsistencies in these numbers must be clarified; however, it 
appears that a Mined Land Reclamation permit may be required.  

Mining is defined in the DEC Mined Land Reclamation regulations as 
“excavation from which a mineral is to be produced for sale or exchange, or for 
commercial, industrial or municipal use.”2 A Mined Land Reclamation permit is 
required for mining of 1,000 tons or 750 cubic yards of minerals within 12 
successive calendar months.  

The excavation or grading of an area that is part of an approved construction 
plan is generally exempt from the Mined Land Reclamation permitting 
requirements, provided that the following criteria are met: 

a. all necessary Local, State and Federal approvals shall have been obtained 
for the project; 

b. the proposed excavation and/or grading work is to be conducted solely in 
aid of onsite construction and is deemed necessary to prepare the site for 
approved construction; 

c. the excavation takes place within the construction project area and is an 
integral part of the construction project activities. The construction project 
area is defined as the area of excavation essential to the successful 
completion of the construction project; 

d. objective evidence is provided which leads the Department to reasonably 
conclude that the construction project is not speculative, will occur at the 
site of excavation and grading; and will occur concurrently, or soon after the 
excavation and grading is completed. Objective evidence includes, but is not 

                                                      
2 6 NYCRR §420.1(h). 
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limited to: copies of all relevant building permits, grading plans and all 
necessary approvals from the local planning and zoning boards; and 

e. construction activities should commence within 6 months and be completed 
within 2 years of excavation.  

The DEIS lacks a clear cut/fill analysis and details on phasing as described 
above. The Stormwater Management section suggests that a single Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will cover both projects, yet the project 
description implies that facilities will be constructed separately. The Department 
cannot make a determination on the need for a Mined Land Use permit at this 
time. (2016-06-10_NYSDEC) 

Response: All excavation or grading is proposed to be part of an approved site plan. All 
grading is being conducted solely for the purpose of this project, specifically 
designed to reduce/eliminate any excess material either entering or leaving the 
site. All work is proposed as one complete project and all proposed grading is 
for the development of the entire project. As noted in other portions of the 
DEIS, site work is proposed to begin within six (6) months and be completed 
within two (2) years of excavation.  

Based upon the above, in combination with the Final approval of the site plan, a 
Mined Land Reclamation Permit is not anticipated. 

 There is concern about the moving of cut and fill to and from the Amy’s Comment 49:
property and the Science of the Soul property. It was stated that if the soil comes 
from the VerHage property, because it was once a landfill, to the Echo Lake 
property, the soil needs to be evaluated in some manner. This should be 
addressed further. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: No soil is proposed to be moved from the Ver Hage property to the Echo Lake 
property. The Ver Hage property requires fill to accommodate the Amy’s 
Kitchen Manufacturing facility, whereas the Echo Lake property requires cut. 
Together, the sites will balance. Furthermore, the Ver Hage property has been 
evaluated for the presence of hazardous materials. The Phase I and Phase II 
Environmental Site Assessments were included as appendices to the DEIS.  

CHAPTER III-C: SURFACE WATERS AND WETLANDS 

 On page III.C-5, the DEIS states that the wetland field delineation will be Comment 50:
confirmed through a jurisdictional determination by the USACE and NYSDEC. 
When is that expected? The Scope requires a “Jurisdictional Determination will 
be provided as an attachment to the DEIS.” (2016-04-19_BMG Comments) 

Response: The Applicant is diligently working with the USACE and NYSDEC to obtain a 
jurisdictional determination, and anticipates a determination in the fall of 2016. 
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 Page III C4 – The DEIS states that NYSDEC Streams and their classifications Comment 51:
are shown on Figure III.C-3. They are presently shown on Figure III.C-8. (2016-
05-26_CEA_Natural) 

Response: The NYSDEC streams and their classifications are shown on both DEIS Figures 
III.C-3 and III.C-8. Figure III.C-3 shows the properties comprising the Project 
Site, whereas Figure III.C-8 shows both the Project Site and the extent of the 
utility line corridor. 

 Page III C5 – The DEIS indicates that a jurisdictional confirmation by the Comment 52:
USACOE of the extent of onsite regulated wetlands is pending. An estimate of 
when confirmation is anticipated should be provided. (2016-05-
26_CEA_Natural) 

Response: It is anticipated that the jurisdictional determination will be provided in summer 
2016. 

 Page III C6 – The DEIS indicates NYSDEC Wetland MD-24 is shown on Comment 53:
Figure III.C-4. The wetland is not clearly designated. The area should be clearly 
labeled. (2016-05-26_CEA_Natural) 

Response: The DEIS incorrectly referred to Figure III.C-4. NYSDEC Wetland MD-24 is 
shown on DEIS Figure III.C-3. 

 Page III C7 – The DEIS states that Echo Lake wetlands and 100 foot buffers are Comment 54:
shown on Figure III C-7. The wetlands and buffers are not clearly designated. 
(2016-05-26_CEA_Natural) 

Response: Figure III.C-7 shows the delineated wetlands on the Echo Lake property. Only 
Wetland A, also referred to as NYSDEC Wetland MD-24, would have a 100-
foot adjacent area as the other wetlands are not mapped by NYSDEC. 
Installation of water and sewer lines within the Heritage Trail Utility Corridor 
will require a NYSDEC wetland permit for construction within the 100-foot 
adjacent area. 

 Page III C9 – The DEIS states that three potential areas of wetland impact Comment 55:
associated with the utility lines between the Heritage Trail and the Middletown 
WWTP will be delineated after final design. We recommend the Board consider 
requiring this delineation prior to final design so potential for impact or 
avoidance can be assessed. (2016-05-26_CEA_Natural) 

Response: Wetlands within and along the Heritage Trail Utility Corridor have been 
delineated from the Project Site to the Middletown WWTP. Figure II-3 
identifies the locations of the delineated wetlands. While portions of the 
proposed utility line would be within the 100 foot adjacent area of NYSDEC 
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Wetland MD-19 and MD-24, as well as within 100 feet of a wetland not 
currently mapped by NYSDEC but identified as potentially mapped, avoidance 
of these areas would be infeasible. No direct impacts to the wetlands are 
anticipated. The Applicant will be required to apply for a NYSDEC wetland 
permit for construction within the 100-foot adjacent area. 

 Page III C11 – The DEIS states that a final design of the Wallkill River Bridge Comment 56:
drainage has not been completed. Several alternative methods are discussed. We 
recommend that the Board consider requiring this design be completed and a 
discharge method discussed in FEIS. (2016-05-26_CEA_Natural) 

Response: Design of the proposed Wallkill River bridge has been advanced to 60% design 
(see Appendix H). The proposed stormwater drainage would be sheetflow from 
the bridge surface to the Wallkill River. This is consistent with virtually every 
other local, County, or State bridge that crosses the Wallkill River in the vicinity 
of the Project Site including the existing bridges along Echo Lake Road and 
NYS Route 17M that cross the Wallkill River. 

 Page III C13 – DEIS states that no federally regulated wetlands will be impacted Comment 57:
by the access road improvement. This is inconsistent with the provided site 
plans. (2016-05-26_CEA_Natural) 

Response: The DEIS incorrectly stated that there are no federally-regulated wetlands in the 
Access Road Improvement Area. Portions of Wetland J and Wetland K, which 
are predominantly located on the Echo Lake property, extend into the Access 
Road Improvement Area, as shown on project site plans. The wetland 
disturbance calculations have been updated for the FEIS to account for the 
realignment of the access road requested by the New York State Office of Mental 
Health (see Chapter I). The proposed wetland disturbance is summarized in 
Table III-2 below. As shown in the table, the total amount of federally regulated 
wetland disturbance for the Proposed Project remains below 0.10 acres. 

Table III-2 
Federally Regulated Wetland Disturbance 

Wetland 
Temporary/ 
Permanent Acres Description of Disturbance 

Wetland J Extension (Echo Lake Property) Permanent 0.007 Access road 
Wetland K (Echo Lake Property) Permanent 0.054 Access road 

Wetland J (Wallkill River) Permanent 0.015 
Slope armoring for bridge abutment on 
Echo Lake property 

Wetland J (Wallkill River) Temporary 0.005 
Temporary construction period disturbance 
for bridge installation 

Wetland J (Wallkill River) Permanent 0.005 
Slope armoring for bridge abutment on Ver 
Hage property 

Wetland J (Wallkill River) Temporary 0.004 
Temporary construction period disturbance 
for bridge installation 

Total Temporary Disturbance 0.009  
Total Permanent Disturbance 0.081  

Source: Lanc & Tully 
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 Page III C13 – DEIS states that no impacts to surface water have been Comment 58:
identified. We recommend the NYSDEC determination on the isolated ponds be 
obtained because of the potential impact to amphibians. (2016-05-
26_CEA_Natural) 

Response: As noted on page III.C-6 of the DEIS, “[f]ield inspections for vernal pools were 
conducted in May and June of 2015 and in April 2016. Although several 
isolated wetlands occur on the Project Site, they are not expected to serve as 
viable vernal pools as their hydro-period (length of permanent ponding) is not 
optimal to support successful breeding of endemic vernal pool species (wood 
frog, mole salamanders, fairy shrimp).” 

 DEIS indicates streams and NYS DEC classifications are shown on Figure Comment 59:
III.C-3. Provide revised figure to show or revised FEIS to reference Figure 
III.C-8. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The NYSDEC streams and their classifications are shown on both DEIS Figures 
III.C-3 and III.C-8. Figure III.C-3 shows the properties comprising the Project 
Site, whereas Figure III.C-8 shows both the Project Site and the extent of the 
utility line corridor. 

 DEIS indicates wetland boundary drawings have been sent to USACE for Comment 60:
validation. FEIS should provide status update (if any change). (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Validation from the USACE is pending. The Applicant anticipates receiving a 
formal Jurisdictional Determination in summer of 2016. 

 DEIS indicates NYS DEC Wetland MD-24 is shown on Figure III.C-4. Provide Comment 61:
revised figure in FEIS to included wetland. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The DEIS incorrectly referred to Figure III.C-4, NYSDEC Wetland MD-24 is 
shown on DEIS Figure III.C-3. 

 DEIS indicates 100-foot wetland buffers are shown on Figure III.C-7. Revise Comment 62:
figure in FEIS to include buffers. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Figure II-3 and Figure II-4, included with this FEIS, show the NYSDEC 
wetlands and 100-foot adjacent areas on the Project Site and along the Heritage 
Trail Utility Corridor. 

 DEIS indicates three (3) potential wetlands in the area between the Heritage Comment 63:
Trail and Middletown STP will be delineated following final design of the 
utility line (water and wastewater) connections within this area. We recommend 
delineation in conjunction with development of final design plans to determine 
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if modifications to the pipeline route may avoid potential wetland impact. 
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Wetlands within and along the Heritage Trail Utility Corridor have been 
delineated. Figure I-8a through I-8o identifies the locations of the delineated 
wetlands. While portions of the proposed utility line would be within the 100 
foot adjacent area of NYSDEC Wetland MD-19 and MD-24, as well as within 
100 feet of a wetland not currently mapped by NYSDEC but identified as 
potentially mapped, avoidance of these areas would be infeasible. No direct 
impacts to the wetlands are anticipated. The Applicant will be required to apply 
for a NYSDEC wetland permit for construction within the 100-foot adjacent 
area. 

 DEIS references electrical substation in Middletown. FEIS should identify Comment 64:
location of substation in plan. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Figure II-9 included with this FEIS shows the proposed utility line and its 
proximity to the Orange & Rockland electrical substation in Middletown. 

 Reference to “Aquifer Protection Overlay Zone” should be revised to Aquifer Comment 65:
Overlay District to correspond with Town Code. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Comment noted. 

 DEIS indicates no development in designated Wallkill River “floodway”. FEIS Comment 66:
should clarify the proposed bridge abutments will be within the floodplain but 
outside of the floodway. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The proposed bridge abutments would be within the floodplain, but outside of 
the designated Wallkill River “floodway.”  

 Preliminary plans for the proposed bridge appear to show runoff directly Comment 67:
draining to the Wallkill River. DEIS indicates stormwater collection and 
conveyance structures could be added to direct runoff to the nearby Bioretention 
Area 2 on the Ver Hage property. Alternatively, the DEIS indicates, if drainage 
systems are not provided, a practice to use only sand would be adopted. (2016-
05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: No stormwater management structures are proposed for the bridge. To prevent 
salt from entering the Wallkill, only sand would be utilized on the bridge for 
snow and ice management. 

 DEIS indicates no impacts to federally-regulated wetlands in connection with Comment 68:
access road improvements. Site plans appear to show proposed minor federal 



Chapter III: Responses to Comments on the DEIS 

 III-23 09/28/2016 

wetland disturbances of 72 LF, 43 LF, 29 LF and 0.039-acres. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: See Response to Comment 57. 

 As per the DEIS, development of Amy’s will result in wetlands loss. We Comment 69:
recommend some discussion of wetland loss mitigation or avoidance in the 
Final SEQRA documentation. (2016-06-10_OrangeCounty) 

Response: The Proposed Project would result in unavoidable adverse impacts to 
approximately 4.2 acres of wetlands (0.106 acres of federally-regulated 
wetlands) through the construction of the Proposed Project. However, impacts 
to these wetlands are not considered significant and adverse as the majority of 
disturbance is to non-regulated isolated wetlands of limited ecological value. No 
impacts to surface waters have been identified. The impacts to these wetlands 
are unavoidable due to the geometry of the access road and bridge, as well as 
the scale of the Proposed Project. Since the wetland loss would not result in a 
significant adverse impact, no mitigation is required. 

ARTICLE 24, FRESHWATER WETLANDS AND ARTICLE 15, TITLE 5, PROTECTION OF 
WATERS 

 The plan presented in the scoping document did not include any disturbance to Comment 70:
the DEC-regulated freshwater wetlands on the Echo Lake property, wetland ID 
MD-24, Class 2. The plan presented in the DEIS includes disturbance to this 
wetland, as well as others, as part of the installation of mains to connect the 
project site to the City of Middletown sewer and water. The mains are proposed 
along the former Erie railroad, now the Orange County Heritage Trail. This 
section is currently undeveloped. The proposed mains will pass through the area 
of wetland MD-24 in Goshen and wetland MD-19, Class 2, in the Town of 
Wawayanda. DEC records from previous project reviews have found that 
wetland MD-19 is far greater in size than shown on the official map. In addition, 
there is another wetland in Town of Wawayanda which DEC has determined is 
eligible to be mapped. In total, it appears that the proposed main will be in close 
proximity to DEC mapped or eligible wetlands for approximately 3,500 feet.  

The locations of all mapped and eligible wetlands must be delineated and the 
delineation validated by DEC staff. At this time, Orange County has not yet 
approached the Department about validation or permitting for the proposed 
development of the rail trail. Either Amy's Kitchen or Orange County must 
obtain the validation for the permit applications for either project.  

Many of the areas in Wawayanda were previously mapped and validated for 
other projects. If the Applicants wish to obtain this information, a Freedom of 
Information Law request must be made to DEC Region 3. DEC Bureau of 
Habitat staff Michael Fraatz is the contact for obtaining a validation of the 

file://WPFILES/Files/Projects/40525%20-%20AMY'S%20KITCHEN%20GOSHEN/Drafts/5_FEIS/Comments/2016-06-10_OrangeCounty.PDF
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wetland boundary and can be reached at (845) 256- 3057 or by email at 
michael.fraatz@dec.ny.gov. (2016-06-10_NYSDEC) 

Response: Wetlands within and along the Heritage Trail Utility Corridor have been 
delineated. Figure I-8a through I-8o identifies the locations of the delineated 
wetlands. While portions of the proposed utility line would be within the 100 
foot adjacent area of NYSDEC Wetland MD-19 and MD-24, as well as within 
100 feet of a wetland not currently mapped by NYSDEC but identified as 
potentially to be mapped, avoidance of these areas would be infeasible. No 
direct impacts to the wetlands are anticipated. The Applicant will be required to 
apply for a NYSDEC wetland permit for construction within the 100-foot 
adjacent area. 

 Please note that even if all work is in the wetland adjacent area, the wetland Comment 71:
application will still be major and require a minimum 30-day public comment 
period.  

The portion of the Wallkill River, NYS Waters Index# H-139-13 portion, which 
is on the project site, is Class C. The proposed sewer/water mains will pass over 
several additional waterbodies, see attached map: 

Name NYS Waters Index Number (WIN) Class 
Wallkill River - western braid H-139-13 C 
Monhagen Brook H-139-13-52 C 
Tributary 1 of Monhagen Brook H-139-13-52-1 C 
 

A permit is not required to disturb the bed or banks of a Class C stream without 
a trout standard. However, there are concerns with impact to protected species 
from the proposed bridge on the Wallkill River, as discussed below.  

Any disturbance to waterbodies or wetlands which requires a Clean Water Act 
Section 404 permit from the Army Corps of Engineers will also require a Water 
Quality Certification pursuant to Section 401. These federal certifications have 
been delegated to DEC in New York State. (2016-06-10_NYSDEC) 

Response: All appropriate permits will be obtained prior to construction. Please refer to 
Response to Comments 83 through 87 regarding potential impacts to protected 
species. 

 Verification should be provided regarding the documentation proving that the Comment 72:
wetlands on the Echo Lake Property are in fact non-jurisdictional. Questions 
also arose regarding the moving of the creek. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting 
Minutes) 

Response: A Jurisdictional Determination has been submitted to the Army Corps of 
Engineers. The results of this determination will be provided to the Town of 
Goshen. 

file://WPFILES/Files/Projects/40525%20-%20AMY'S%20KITCHEN%20GOSHEN/Drafts/5_FEIS/Comments/2016-06-10_NYSDEC.pdf


Chapter III: Responses to Comments on the DEIS 

 III-25 09/28/2016 

 Repeatedly the ERB stressed that the maps provided by the applicant were very Comment 73:
difficult to follow. Marking and orientation were near impossible on some of 
them. There was no perspective on the maps. This should be rectified so that the 
public can also follow along the maps. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting 
Minutes) 

Response: Maps have been labeled as appropriate to provide site context and public 
understanding. 

 Echo Lake was not even identified on one map. Please label the maps Comment 74:
appropriately. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: Maps have been labeled as appropriate to provide site context. 

 Documentation should be presented regarding the three open mineral soil Comment 75:
wetlands proving that they are in fact non-jurisdictional. (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: A Jurisdictional Determination has been submitted to the Army Corps of 
Engineers. The results of this determination will be provided to the Town upon 
receipt. 

 The methodology used to come up with the conclusion that an endangered Comment 76:
species is not likely to occur on the site is requested. More clarity should be 
provided on how the conclusion was made. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting 
Minutes) 

Response: As discussed in DEIS Chapter III.D, in addition to field reconnaissance surveys 
of the Project Site, publicly available and previously published information and 
aerial photography were used in conducting this review. Existing conditions for 
vegetation, aquatic resources, wildlife, and threatened, endangered, and special 
concern species within the Project Site were summarized from the following: 

• Published information identified in literature and obtained from 
governmental and nongovernmental sources, including the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) Environmental 
Resource Mapper; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for 
Planning and Conservation (IPaC) System list of federally-listed threatened, 
endangered, proposed, and candidate species for Orange County; NYSDEC 
2000-2005 New York State Breeding Bird Atlas; NYSDEC Herp Atlas 
Project. 

• Project Site inventories of plants species and habitats of the Ver Hage, 
Lipoff and Strong Farm properties conducted by ecologists in May/June of 
2015, and of the Echo Lake property in 2011 and 2014, with reference to 
plant communities as defined by the New York Natural Heritage Program 
(NYNHP) (Edinger et al. 2014).  
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• Records of fish surveys of the Wallkill River provided by NYSDEC Region 
3, Division of Fish, Wildlife and Marine Resources. 

• Responses from the NYNHP to requests for information on rare, threatened, 
or endangered species recorded in the vicinity of the Project Site (see DEIS 
Appendix III.D).  

• Daytime visual encounter survey of birds, mammals, reptiles and 
amphibians conducted within and immediately surrounding the Project Site 
on June 12, 2015. Incidental observations of wildlife made during May 27, 
2015 and June 10, 2015 visits to the Project Site for other purposes were 
also recorded. 

• Acoustic bat survey conducted within the Project Site from August 6 to15, 
2015 (see Appendix DEIS III.D).  

• Consideration of additional species with the potential to occur within the 
Project Site on the basis of their range within New York, habitat 
associations, area requirements, and commonness in the region 

As discussed in the DEIS, in terms of threatened and endangered species, site-
specific surveys confirm the presence of Indiana bat and Northern long-eared 
bat on the Project Site. Site-specific surveys have confirmed that there is not 
suitable habitat for the bog turtle on the Project Site. 

 Clarification should be provided regarding the 160-acre preservation of land. Comment 77:
Will it be a permanent buffer? Is it only preserved for now or forever? Is it open 
space and intended to be deeded? (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: In total, Amy’s Kitchen and SoS have agreed to protect 273 acres, up from 262 
acres in the DEIS, including 165 acres of woodland, up from 162 acres in the 
DEIS, as an offset for impacts to habitat for the Indiana bat and northern long-
eared bat. This land would be protected with a conservation easement to be held 
by the Town of Goshen. 

CHAPTER III-D: VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE 

 Page III D 1 – The DEIS states that vegetation and wildlife inventories were Comment 78:
conducted on single day events in May and June of 2015 with additional 
“incidental observations” on two additional days in May and June. The limited 
time and seasons over which these inventories were conducted would seem to 
warrant consideration by the Board. All season inventories have been the 
standard for large projects in the past. The Board may want to consider having 
the Applicant to continue theses inventories through the review process. In the 
unlikely event that something of significance was identified, a Supplemental 
EIS should be provided. (2016-05-26_CEA_Natural) 

Response: The vegetation and wildlife field surveys were conducted in May and June to 
coincide with the periods when wildlife is most active and observable, and most 
plants are leafed out or in flower, enabling identification. May and June 
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coincide with the migration and breeding periods, respectively, of most birds, 
and the breeding periods of most reptiles and amphibians in the area. Incidental 
observations of vegetation were also made during wetland delineations which 
occurred in other seasons, and captured flowering periods of early or late 
blooming plants. In addition to the dates identified in the DEIS, vegetation and 
wildlife observations were also made during the wetland delineations and other 
field work, which occurred on the following dates:  

May 27, 2015 – Natural Resources reconnaissance investigation of the Ver 
Hage property. 

June 10, 25, 29, 2015 – Natural resources reconnaissance investigation of the 
Lipoff and Strong Farm properties. Wetland delineation of the Ver Hage 
property. 

June 12, 2015 – Daytime visual encounter survey of breeding birds, mammals, 
reptiles and amphibians conducted within and immediately surrounding the 
Project Site. 

July 6, 9, 10, 14, 2015 – Wetland delineation of the Lipoff and Strong Farm 
properties. 

August 6-15, 2015 – Acoustic bat survey in accordance with the USFWS 2015 
Range-wide Indiana Bat Summer Survey Guidelines. Recordings collected from 
3 different locations within the Project Site over an 8 detector-night period to 
determine presence/absence of Indiana and northern long-eared bats. 

August 25, 2015 – Wetland delineation of Echo Lake property near NYS Route 
17M. 

November 17, 2015 – Jurisdictional Determination visit with USACE on Ver 
Hage, Lipoff, Strong Farm, and Echo Lake properties. 

December 9, 15, and 16, 2015 – Quantitative characterization of forest structure 
for the purposes of identifying and describing potential habitat for Indiana and 
northern long-eared bats. Tree size, density, basal area, shrub density, ground 
cover density, and canopy cover were recorded within 23 randomly located 0.1 
acre plots following the methods of James and Shugart (1970). 

January 5, 2016 – Heritage trail wetlands assessment. 

April 25, 2016 – Inspection of all isolated wetlands on the Project Site to assess 
their suitability as breeding habitat for vernal pool-obligate amphibians. 

June 10, 2016 – Wetland delineation of Utility Easement. 

July 7, 11, 2016 – Wetland Delineation of Heritage Trail. 

September 8, 2016 – Jurisdictional Determination visit with NYSDEC of 
Heritage Trail and Utility Easement. 

As such, the Project Site has been observed during all four seasons. The resumes 
of the personnel who conducted these surveys were included in the DEIS, the 
same personnel conducted the follow-up studies for the preparation of the FEIS. 
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The conclusions and observations of these surveys are presented in the DEIS, 
FEIS, Impact Assessment for the Indiana and Northern Long-Eared Bat; and 
wetland delineation reports. The observations made on these additional dates 
were consistent with the vegetation and wildlife conditions identified in the 
DEIS.  

 Page III D-30 – The DEIS states that prior to site disturbance ecologist will Comment 79:
capture and relocate reptiles and amphibians. The methods and anticipated value 
of these methods should be provided and discussed. Careful consideration for 
the seasonal timing of these efforts should be considered. (2016-05-
26_CEA_Natural) 

Response: After installing construction/silt fencing around a Project Site, it is common 
procedure to relocate any reptiles or amphibians encountered during the work 
process to the outside of the fence. No active capturing is involved. Any reptiles 
or amphibians passively encountered at the start of construction would be 
moved outside of the limits of disturbance to minimize impacts to those 
individuals. Some loss of reptilian and amphibian specimens may occur. 

 The DEIS should discuss the impacts of eliminating significant habitat for Comment 80:
species such as deer, raccoon, and others that will likely try to relocate to 
adjacent areas and that are often considered nuisance species. (2016-05-
26_CEA_Natural) 

Response: The Project Site is located within a portion of Orange County that contains 
numerous areas of open land (both forested and agricultural) and low-density 
rural residential properties. While the Project Site will include undisturbed 
habitat within which potentially displaced species may reside, there may be 
some migration of species to adjacent areas. However, these species already 
exist in surrounding areas. 

 The DEIS identified several special concern amphibians and reptiles as Comment 81:
potentially present on the site: Jefferson salamander (Ambystoma 
jeffersonianum), blue-spotted salamander (Ambystoma laterale), spotted turtle 
(Clemmys guttata), wood turtle (Clemmys insculpta), and eastern box turtle 
(Terrapene Carolina). As noted in the DEIS, these species are not subject to 
direct regulation through an Incidental Taking permit, but impacts to them 
should be considered as part of SEQR.  

The DEIS states that habitat will be inspected prior to the start of construction 
and any individuals located will be removed to other habitat areas. But there is 
no discussion in the DEIS of where or how much habitat is present on the site 
for these species. Of particular concern is the number of smaller wetlands on the 
Echo Lake site which may be habitat for woodland pool salamanders and which 
are proposed for elimination.  
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The EIS should include an assessment of available habitat for these species with 
an analysis of the proposed impacts. The assessment should follow the DEC 
Hudson River Estuary Program's Woodland Pool Conservation guidance, 
available website at http://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/52325.html. (2016-06-
10_NYSDEC) 

Response: On April 25, 2016, all isolated wetlands on the Project Site were inspected to 
determine their suitability as habitat for vernal pool-obligate amphibians. The 
wetlands were visually assessed, and a dip net was used to search for egg 
masses and larvae.  

Wetlands D, H, and K on the Echo Lake property had no standing water, and 
therefore no habitat for pond-breeding amphibians. Wetland F on the Echo Lake 
property had standing water towards its interior, but was heavily choked by 
algae mats and lacked any woody debris to which amphibians could attach egg 
masses. Maximum depth near the center was estimated to be approximately one 
(1) foot. Water temperature was likely very high, and dissolved oxygen levels 
were likely very low due to the full exposure of this wetland to the sun. Overall, 
this wetland is not considered suitable for supporting vernal pool-obligate 
species. No amphibians, egg masses, or larvae were observed. The detention 
basin on the Echo Lake property was as described above for Wetland F, with the 
exception that depth was estimated to be approximately 1.5 feet. Dense algae, 
high sun exposure, shallow water depth, and lack of much woody debris make 
this an unsuitable breeding habitat for vernal pool-obligate species. No 
amphibians, egg masses, or larvae were observed. 

Wetland D on the Lipoff property had ponded water, with an estimated 
maximum depth of one (1) foot. Woody debris was limited to some partially 
submerged shrubs on the north and south sides of the wetland, and no egg 
masses were observed. The water was stagnant and foul-smelling, and full of 
algae. Due to high sun exposure and shallow depths, temperatures are likely too 
high and dissolved oxygen levels are likely too low to support mole salamanders 
and other vernal pool-obligate species. No amphibians were observed. 

Wetland E on the Strong Farm property had no standing water, and therefore no 
habitat for pond-breeding amphibians. The central, open water portion of 
Wetland F on the Strong Farm property contained an abundance of recently 
hatched, decomposing egg masses that were likely those of the wood frog 
(Lithobates sylvaticus). Numerous tadpoles, believed to be wood frogs, were 
observed, although many were dead. This pond receives extensive sunlight and 
has no woody debris for egg mass attachment. As such, eggs are likely exposed 
to high water temperatures and low dissolved oxygen levels, and they sit on the 
pond bottom because there is no woody debris to which they can be attached in 
the water column. All of these factors likely contribute to poor hatching success 
and tadpole survival. Wood frogs are a generalist species that will lay eggs in a 
variety of aquatic habitats.  
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The western side of Wetland F on the Strong Farm property, close to the Walkill 
River, has a pocket that is shaded and deeper, and has more of the overall 
characteristics of vernal pool habitat. Hatched and partially decomposed wood 
frog egg masses and a spotted salamander (Ambystoma maculatum) larva were 
observed in this area. The spotted salamander is a common species of vernal 
pools and similar aquatic habitats in New York State. Neither the spotted 
salamander nor wood frog is a state-listed species. 

 In consultation with NYSDEC, it is recommended that maps indicating wildlife Comment 82:
sightings/habitats should be overlaid on impacted land. This can then be used to 
include appropriate documentation of any necessary mitigation or avoidance 
plans for wildlife habitat, notably species of concern. The Department suggests 
that a forest loss mitigation action could include provision of replacement trees. 
At minimum, native trees could be planted—and maintained—along the 
perimeter of the six parcels and water courses. We support the orchard tree 
parking design. (2016-06-10_OrangeCounty) 

Response: Figure III.D-1 of the DEIS identifies “ecological communities” within the 
Project Site. Furthermore, Chapter III.D, “Vegetation and Wildlife,” contains 
extensive description of the existing habitat and vegetative and wildlife species 
observed or likely to be found on the Project Site. Appendix III.D of the DEIS 
contains numerous technical studies relating to species of concern, including the 
Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat and bog turtle. These technical studies 
provide sufficient information to determine the potential for impact associated 
with the Proposed Project; mapping of sightings/habitat of species is not 
required. 

ARTICLE 11, TITLE 5, ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES 

 The DEIS considers potential impacts to Indiana bat (Myotis socialist), a species Comment 83:
listed by New York State and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service as endangered 
and northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), listed by New York State 
and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service as threatened. These are summer tree-
roosting species that hibernate during the winter in underground caves. They 
forage in forested habitats, forest edges, and riparian areas.  

Potential impacts to bats from this development include both direct impacts and 
indirect impacts. Direct impacts include the taking of individual bats present in 
roost trees during removal and the removal of essential habitat. Indirect impacts 
can include noise, vibration, dust, chemical use, lighting, vehicle use, and 
general levels of human activity which may interfere with essential behaviors. 
Reference is made in the following comments to the report which is contained in 
the III.D Vegetation and Wildlife Appendix, 'Impact Assessment for the Indiana 
and Northern Long-eared Bat', dated April 2016. (2016-06-10_NYSDEC) 
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Response: A revised report has been submitted to NYSDEC and is included in Appendix 
D. The revised report includes modifications to the location of the proposed SoS 
guesthouse to minimize direct and indirect impacts to both the Indiana bat and 
the northern long-eared bat. The revised report also includes additional details 
on measures to offset indirect impacts. Chapter I of this FEIS summarizes these 
modifications. 

 Direct Take of Individuals – As stated in the DEIS and supporting reports, all Comment 84:
tree-clearing must be conducted between October 31st and March 31st. This 
will be included as condition in any department permits and must be noted on 
the project site plans.  

Because of the previously-disturbed nature of the Heritage Trail, a timing 
restriction on tree-cutting will be sufficient to address any potential impacts 
from the sewer/water main construction. The remaining comments refer to the 
proposed Amy's Kitchen and Science of the Soul developments. (2016-06-
10_NYSDEC) 

Response: To avoid a direct impact to Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat, all tree-
clearing would be conducted between October 31 and March 31. 

 Direct Take of Habitat that Would Impact Essential Behaviors – An analysis of Comment 85:
percent forested habitat within 2.5 miles of the location was conducted. The 
analysis found 42.5% pre-development reduced to 41.9% post-development. 
This is above the 35% threshold, below which signifies that habitat may be 
limiting for Indiana bats in that home range.  

While roosting habitat is present, no known roosts have been identified. The 
report outlines how an estimated amount of roosting habitat was determined and 
the estimated the reduction in that amount. While a number of roost trees would 
be impacted, the estimates also predict a large number of potential roost to 
remain on the site.  

A total of 49 acres are reported as being impacted and 160 acres of 'woodland' 
are reported as being protected long term. (2016-06-10_NYSDEC) 

Response: In response to agency comments, the Proposed Project has been modified to 
reduce the impact to habitat. Chapter I describes the modifications to the 
Proposed Project. As stated in the revised Impact Assessment for the Indiana 
And Northern Long-Eared Bat, which is included in Appendix D, the Proposed 
Project would impact 52 acres and preserve 165 acres of woodland. 

 Indirect Take for Impact to Essential Behaviors – Indirect impacts related to Comment 86:
construction noise, light, and human activity are addressed in the report. No 
details were included on the use of pesticides and treatment of standing water on 
the site, or general water quality. The report highlights that there will be 
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increased indirect impacts to bats from lighting at the site, further reducing 
habitat for both species, but more so for northern long-eared bat.  

The following take-avoidance measures are proposed in the report: 

• 160 acres of 'woodland' that will be preserved through a 'conservation 
easement or similar legal agreement' 

• Wintertime tree clearing: October 31st to March 31st  
• Project footprints centered on old field and shrub land. 
• Best Management practices for outdoor nighttime lighting. 
• Minimal nighttime operation of SOS conference center. 
• Orchard-style design of SOS parking area. (2016-06-10_NYSDEC) 

Response: Amy’s Kitchen is an organic company that does not support the use of 
pesticides. Amy’s Kitchen will not use pesticides in the maintenance of its 
property. SoS intends to follow organic principles and will not use pesticides on 
both the Echo Lake property and Strong Farm property. No areas of standing 
water are proposed within the development footprint, and no treatment of 
standing water outside the development footprint is anticipated. SoS has updated 
its landscape plan for the orchard-style parking to indicate a gravel drive within 
the parking area, an updated plant list with native species, and an avoidance of a 
monoculture of planting in the orchard-style parking. 

 Additional Information for Final Jurisdiction Determination – In general staff Comment 87:
believe that the project is capable of obtaining a determination of no taking, but 
there is insufficient detail in the report and DEIS for a final determination: 

• A full description of phasing of the project is required. The discussion of 
phasing in the DEIS section III.S Construction is very limited and does not 
provide any acreage numbers or depictions of areas of disturbance. 

• There is little discussion of impacts to on-site wetlands, which can 
significantly affect bat foraging. Section III.D Vegetation and Wildlife is 
missing the referenced figures: Figure III.D-1 showing the ecological 
communities and Figure III.D-2 showing the impacts.3 
The Surface Waters section Figure III.C-5 & Figure III.C-7 show the 
wetlands on the Amy's Kitchen and Science of the Soul sites, but there is no 
impact analyst. In addition Figure 5 of the III.D Appendix, “Wetland 
Location Map”, shows the wetlands on the Science of the Soul property that 
these do not match those shown on the site plans or the Section III.C 
figures. The Science of the Soul grading plans appear to only show the 
wetlands associated with Echo Lake (DEC Id MD-24) and those associated 
with the Wallkill River. The only reference in Section III.D to buffering is 
with regard to the access road and the Wallkill River. 

                                                      
3 The figures were not found in either the CD-copy submitted to the Department, nor the copy on the 

Town's website. 
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- The Applicant must clarify if wetlands are to be buffered and by 
how much. 

- A discussion of water quality maintenance both during 
construction and facility operation is also needed, including any 
future use of pesticides at the facility. 

• The DEIS grading plans are overlaid by details on the proposed 
development, making the existing and proposed contours difficult to 
distinguish. The full limit of disturbance of all work needs to be clearly 
depicted. This needs to include the proposed future warehouse. 

• The Applicant must justify the need for the configurations of the drives and 
structures. A discussion of alternatives considered for each is also needed. 
Examples for consideration include justification and alternatives for: 

- The proposed bridge crossing of the Wallkill; Alternative 3 
discusses the option of primary access off of Hartley Road, but 
considers only traffic, noise, and air quality, not impact to the 
river corridor or associated wetlands. It appears this alternative is 
feasible and should be considered as part of the avoidance of a 
taking. 

- The disturbance and fragmentation associated with the isolation 
of the 5-bedroom guest house at Science of the Soul. This is very 
large disturbance in otherwise undisturbed forested habitat and 
there is no discussion regarding the isolation of it from the 
remaining facility; 

- The overall footprint for both developments, including options to 
reduce it. 

- Details on the area of impact and the easement proposed in the 
report. 

- The report states that 160-acres of 'woodland' will be protected 
long term. However the report outlines direct and indirect impacts 
to the habitat and qualifies habitats differently for the two species, 
making it difficult to clearly determine the full impact in 
comparison to the number of acres to be protected. Numbers were 
not provided for the full impact of all the project elements to the 
total 374.1 acre area; numbers were only provided for the Amy's 
Kitchen development which is impacting 37 acres and leaving 34 
acres undisturbed. In addition, the same categories applied in the 
evaluation of impacts should also be applied to the proposed 
easement area. 

- No details are provided on the mechanism for ensuring protection 
of the undisturbed portions of the properties or the locations of 
these protected areas on a location map. These details are very 
important to verifying that impacts are offset and that the 
properties are protected both in the long term and in the species' 
best interest.  
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• More detail is required on the lighting Best-Management-Practices. The 
report and DEIS describes the lighting plan, what the lights look like, and 
how they will be operated, but the potential effects of this on the bats is 
inferred, not clearly stated. 

• Much of the discussion on impacts from Science of the Soul relies on the 
proposed limited operation regarding the number of major events and the 
use of night-time lighting. It is not clear how this will be restricted or if it 
may change in the future. 

• The orchard parking area is offered as a mitigation measure, but no details 
are provided on its design and what native trees will be planted there. Nor is 
it clear whether the parking is pervious or impervious. It does not appear 
that it would function in the same way as the habitat it would replace. 
(2016-06-10_NYSDEC) 

Response: An updated report containing the required information has been provided to 
NYSDEC and USWFS and is included in Appendix D. 

 Figure III.D-1 is a map breaking down the various ecological communities on Comment 88:
the properties, Echo Lake itself is not represented at all, it is shown as 
successional southern hardwoods, this should be corrected. (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: Echo Lake is not controlled by the Project Sponsor, and therefore not part of the 
Project Site. As such, it is not included in the analysis. See Figures II-5a and 
II-5b. 

 The Echo lake property has 3 open mineral soil wetlands developed from past Comment 89:
mining and other activities. The DEIS states they are not jurisdictional wetlands, 
is there documentation of this? (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: A Jurisdictional Determination has been submitted to the Army Corps of 
Engineers. The results of this determination will be provided to the Town of 
Goshen. 

 Table III.D-6 shows reptiles and amphibians with the potential to occur within Comment 90:
the project site. Five are in boldface, in notes it indicates the species are not 
considered to have the potential to occur within the project site based on habitat 
associations, why the contradiction? (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: Table III.D-6 presents the reptiles and amphibians with the potential to occur 
within the project site based on published data. The boldface species have been 
ruled out based on site specific information.  

 Total acres of the project sites 410 acres, of which 151 acres are areas of Comment 91:
disturbance. 58 of those acres are of impervious surface, that’s roughly 14%, is 
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this accurate? Is 70% the allowable max for these zoned properties? (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: The Project Site is 374 acres (see Table I-1), of which approximately 19 acres of 
the Ver Hage property and 28 acres of the Echo Lake property would be 
impervious. Both the Echo Laker property and Ver Hage property would be 
under the maximum allowance for impervious surface. 

 The preservation of approximately 160 acres, is the permanent and forever? Comment 92:
(2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: The Proposed Project would place approximately 273 acres in a conservation 
easement to be held by the Town of Goshen.  

CHAPTER III-E: GROUNDWATER AND WATER SUPPLY 

 Please provide the easements referenced on page III.E-2. (2016-04-19_BMG Comment 93:
Comments) 

Response: Al Turi Landfill, Inc. has several existing access easements on the property to 
allow access to the groundwater monitoring wells associated with the Old Al 
Turi Landfill. In addition, two (2) water supply wells were constructed on the 
Echo Lake property by the Town of Wallkill in approximately 1988. The Town 
of Wallkill holds an easement on an approximately five (5) acre portion in the 
northeast section of the Echo Lake property relating to the two (2) existing 
water supply wells. The easement stipulates, in part, that a) water obtained from 
the two (2) existing water supply wells in the easement area may only be used 
on the Echo Lake property itself and not exported to another property, and b) 
that the Town of Wallkill retains joint usage rights for water from the two (2) 
existing wells within the easement area. These easements are provided in 
Appendix G. 

 DEIS identifies a number of monitoring wells on the Ver Hage property Comment 94:
installed by Al Turi Landfill to implement long-term groundwater monitoring. A 
figure should be provided graphically showing the location of the wells. DEIS 
indicates NYSDEC approved relocation or discontinuance of three (3) wells to 
allow construction of Amy’s Kitchen; FEIS should verify other identified wells 
will remain. Site Plan appears to identify some of the monitoring wells (well 
identification numbers appear to be at variance with DEIS); Site Plan should 
identify all wells to remain, wells to be relocated (show location of new wells), 
wells to be discontinued (show well abandonment procedure), well access 
easements and any additional modification to wells (i.e. extension to 
accommodate proposed grade). We recommend all monitoring wells be field 
identified and protected during construction (DEIS indicates protection of water 
supply wells). (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 
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Response: DEIS Chapter III.O, “Environmental Contamination,” provides a detailed 
discussion of the existing groundwater monitoring wells associated with the Al 
Turi Landfill. These wells are shown in DEIS Figure III.O-1. The Applicant will 
decommission the three wells within the Amy’s Kitchen disturbance area in 
accordance with applicable NYSDEC or American Water Works Association 
(AWWA) guidelines. A detail will be provided in the Site Plan drawings to 
indicate the location of each of the monitoring wells to remain and the measures 
to be taken to protect the well during construction. 

 DEIS indicates two (2) water supply wells on a five (5) acre easement held by Comment 95:
the Town of Wallkill in the northeast section of the Echo Lake property to 
remain. Site Plans show a number of wells adjacent to the Wallkill River in this 
vicinity. A figure should be provided graphically showing the location of all 
wells. FEIS should verify if all wells will remain. Site Plan should identify wells 
to remain (all shown outside the limits of disturbance) and easement. If wells 
are not associated with NYSDEC monitoring of the Al Turi Landfill and there is 
no intention to develop wells for water supply, we recommend abandonment to 
protect groundwater supply. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: All existing wells on the Project Site are identified on the site plan drawings, 
which have the scale and level of detail sufficient to show those locations. With 
the exception of the three (3) monitoring wells to be decommissioned on the Ver 
Hage property, all wells would remain on the Project Site. Per the easement held 
by the Town of Wallkill on the Echo Lake property, the Applicant does not have 
the authority to abandon any of the wells. 

 DEIS indicates portions of the Heritage Trail Utility Corridor is owned by the Comment 96:
City of Middletown and the remainder is owned by Orange County. A 
Transportation Corporation will be formed to own, install, operate and maintain 
the water line servicing the Project. FEIS to indicate if any easements across the 
Heritage Trail Utility Corridor and/or adjacent areas (for access) are necessary. 
If so, these should be shown on the plans. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: All existing Project Site easements are shown on the site plan. The 
Transportation Corporation serving the Proposed Project will require easements 
from the City of Middletown, County of Orange, Orange & Rockland Utilities, 
and NYSDOT (Use and Occupancy Permit) to locate water supply line and 
wastewater force-main. In addition, Amy’s Kitchen will require street opening 
permits from the Town of Wawayanda to construct the water supply line and 
wastewater force-main where the lines cross Town roads. 

 DEIS indicates Project water demand at build out to be 418,000 GPD (Amy’s Comment 97:
Kitchen: 375,000 GPD; Warehouse: 7,000 GPD and SoS: 36,000 GPD) This 
conservatively assumes a SoS event during operation of the Amy’s Kitchen 
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facility. Correspondence from the City of Middletown (Appendix III.E) 
indicates an ability to provide 375,000 GPD and a small additional potable 
water for SoS twice annual meeting events. FEIS should provide revised 
correspondence verifying the City’s ability to provide 418,000 GPD. 
Alternately, SoS events could be restricted to times when the Amy’s plant is not 
operational. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: An updated will serve letter confirming the availability of 418,000 GPD is 
included in Appendix C. 

 DEIS indicates correspondence from the City of Middletown confirming its safe Comment 98:
yield is included in Appendix III.E. We were unable to find this correspondence 
in the Appendix. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Appendix III.E of the DEIS is a letter from the City of Middletown (dated 
January 21, 2016) indicating that the City “has adequate capacity” to serve the 
Proposed Project. The DEIS mistakenly indicated that the letter confirmed the 
safe yield reported in the DEIS of 4.1 million gallons per day (MGD). That 
figure was obtained through consultation with the City of Middletown during 
meetings with the Applicant. An e-mail from the City of Middletown (dated 
August 8, 2016) confirming its safe yield at 4.1 MGD can be found in 
Appendix C. 

 DEIS indicates irrigation for landscaping may be provided through an onsite Comment 99:
irrigation system connected to the potable water system or through rain barrels. 
Site plan appears to show a piped stormwater collection system conveying roof 
runoff to stormwater treatment practices and no onsite irrigation system. FEIS 
should indicate whether 375,000 GPD water demand estimate for Amy’s (based 
on a similar facility in Medford) includes water for landscaping. Alternatively, 
FEIS should provide a revised water demand calculation including landscaping. 
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The Project Site will utilize native plant species suitable for the local 
environment. Annual rainfall in Goshen is approximately 40 inches per year. 
While limited irrigation may be necessary to establish landscaping following 
construction, it is not anticipated that the landscaping for the Proposed Project 
will require large quantities of water on an annual basis. It is anticipated that the 
limited irrigation would be provided from various sources including potable 
water, well water, rain barrels, and other possible sustainable sources. If well 
water is used, the quantity of water drawn would be negligible, as it would be 
limited to a drip irrigation system for trees and shrubs.  

 DEIS indicates the new water line within the Heritage Trail Utility Corridor will Comment 100:
be separated from the existing City of Middletown wastewater effluent line by 
ten (10) feet (horizontal). The plans provided in the Appendix are identified as 
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30% Design Drawings and should be updated to include information listed in 
Ten State Standards including physical features, utilities and topography 
(topographic survey of the Heritage Trail Utility Corridor should utilize same 
datum as survey for Site Plans). (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Updated topographic survey information is being prepared and will be provided 
to the Town upon completion. The proposed utility lines are being designed to 
meet the Ten State Standards. 

 DEIS indicates hydrants spaced every 600-feet along Heritage Trail Utility Comment 101:
Corridor and at 400-feet plus high points on Project Site; spacing is at variance 
with the plans. FEIS to revise spacing and/or Site Plans to be updated. Site Plans 
should include water main profiles to confirm hydrants placed at high points. 
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Hydrants would be placed at a maximum spacing of 1,050 feet along the 
Heritage Trail Utility Corridor and at 400 feet plus high points on the Project 
Site. Site Plan drawings will be updated following SEQRA to show water main 
profiles to confirm hydrant placement. 

 DEIS indicates a stub-end service line will be provided to the Warehouse. FEIS Comment 102:
should indicate the size of service and if any easements will be required. Site 
Plan should show service location. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The utility lines will be owned and maintained by a Transportation Corporation 
(controlled by Amy’s Kitchen) and each service connection will be sub metered 
against a master meter so that the Transportation Corporation can collect the 
funds to pay the City of Middletown. At such time that subdivision and site plan 
approval for a warehouse is sought, an easement to connect to the utility lines on 
Amy’s Kitchen would be granted by Amy’s. At the time of Amy’s Kitchen 
construction, a 12 inch “T” (or appropriately sized “T”) will be provided on the 
Amy’s Kitchen service line. At such time a warehouse is pursued, the line will 
be sized down to the appropriate diameter. 

 DEIS indicates onsite distribution system will consist of eight (8) inch ductile Comment 103:
iron pipe (DIP). Trench Cross Section Detail on Site Plan shows PVC C-900 
and should be revised (DIP recommended). Site Plan shows 12X6 reducer at 
Hartley Road Employee Entrance indicating distribution piping is twelve (12) 
inch. Hydraulic analysis (see comment above) should confirm adequacy of 
onsite distribution system. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: DEIS is for general purposes and actual design will be completed as part of the 
OCDOH submission for water line extension approval. As both Ductile Iron and 
PVC are permitted materials either materials could be utilized, the Applicant has 
added to the site plans both standard details for a typical installation. Initial pipe 
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sizing was estimated at 12” but as noted above once final design is submitted to 
OCDOH for approval (depending on actual fire flow requirements and sizing 
criteria based upon pressure and flows) from the waterline extension from 
Middletown. Actual water main size is estimated, in furtherance it is noted that 
multiple pipe sizes are anticipated throughout the site including: ¾” -2”service 
laterals, or 4” service laterals for potable supply, 6” fire line or 8-12” 
distribution lines. All waterlines will be sized as part of final design and as 
require for OCDOH approval. 

 The DEIS indicates Amy’s may require one (1) or two (2) 200,000-gallon water Comment 104:
storage tanks and SoS may require an onsite water storage tank for firefighting 
purposes. A hydraulic analysis of the connection to the City of Middletown 
should be provided to determine available fire flow and anticipated pressures. If 
water storage tanks are possible, they should be shown on the Site Plans (only 
two (2) tanks for Amy’s shown) and additional information provided (height, 
location, visibility, etc.) so their environmental impact may be evaluated. (2016-
05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: For the fire suppression system, SoS is anticipating a need of 450 gallons per 
minute for sprinkler demand, with a total available water supply need of 13,500 
gallons (30 minutes of storage). The available flow and pressure from the City 
of Middletown will be determined, but it is anticipated that SoS will also require 
a water storage tank and pump house. A storage tank holding 13,500 gallons 
would be approximately 10 feet in diameter and approximately 15 feet high. A 
tank of this relatively small size could be integrated into building architecture or 
partially buried thereby minimizing any potential visual impact. 

 Please confirm that the proposed Amy’s/Science of the Soul project will have Comment 105:
no impact on the water quality and/or supply for our Proposed Project. (2016-
06-10_Cerullo) 

Response: The Proposed Project will obtain potable water from the City of Middletown. 
Therefore, the Proposed Project will have no effect on water quality or supply 
for any nearby projects or residences. 

 Article 15, Title 15, Water Withdrawal – The proposed service of water to the Comment 106:
facility by the City of Middletown will require that the City apply for a Water 
Withdrawal permit modification to extend their area of service. They will have 
to either apply for a new Permissive Service Area (PSA) or addition of an 
Outside User. The application will require that the City justify the quantity for 
the sale and that there is sufficient water available. (2016-06-10_NYSDEC) 

Response: The Applicant will coordinate with the City of Middletown to facilitate this 
permit modification. 
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 The NYSDEC must approve an increase in the water taking for extension of the Comment 107:
water main serving multiple parcels of property in the Town of Goshen. The 
water main extension/service area expansion is required. (2016-06-
06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: See Response to Comment 106. All required NYSDEC approvals will be 
pursued by the Applicant and the City of Middletown.  

 Confirmation should be provided that the City of Middletown is supplying water Comment 108:
and taking back the waste water. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: An updated will serve letter from the City of Middletown is provided in the 
FEIS Appendix C. 

 Clarify whether any ground water is going to be used on the site for other Comment 109:
purposes such as a sprinkler system. If so, the applicant should come up with a 
testing and monitoring plan. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: Groundwater would not be used for potable water or fire suppression. As 
discussed in Response to Comment 99, a limited amount of ground water may 
be used for irrigation of trees and shrubs Groundwater would be tested for 
potential contaminants prior to the installation of any groundwater irrigation 
system. 

 There is concern that the eight-inch pipeline is going to be big enough to pump Comment 110:
water over the distance required from Middletown to the site. (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: The pipe has been sized according to the demands of the Proposed Project.  

 Clarification should be made regarding the discrepancy between water demand Comment 111:
versus return. There is no consistency with the DEIS document regarding the 
numbers used. It was mentioned at 300,000, 375,000 and 382,000 gallons in 
various areas of the document. What is the actual number? (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: Amy’s Kitchen estimates a daily average potable water demand of 
approximately 375,000 gpd, and a wastewater generation of 300,000 gpd 
(including sanitary wastewater and process wastewater) at full buildout. Water 
is consumed through the food manufacturing process. As such, more potable 
water is used than wastewater generated.  

 Clarification should be provided regarding the independent contractors and Comment 112:
tankers of water. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 
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Response: Tankers of water are not proposed. The commenter may be referring to the use 
of private waste haulers that would be used to cart the sludge from the 
wastewater treatment plant. This would be similar to a septic tank being 
pumped. 

 Questions arose regarding what are the bio retention tanks. What does it consist Comment 113:
of? The applicant should provide a description of the tanks. Are they closed or 
open? (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: Bio retention is a form of stormwater management that is proposed within the 
parking areas. It does not involve the use of tanks. 

 Further study should be made of the Heritage Trail. The applicant described the Comment 114:
trail as undeveloped in that area. How was that conclusion made? (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: The improved section of the Heritage Trail currently ends at Hartley Road. The 
improved section has a paved trail and grass shoulders. The trail right-of-way 
between Hartley Road and the City of Middletown is not paved, nor is it mowed 
or otherwise maintained at this time. 

CHAPTER III-F: WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT 

 DEIS indicates Project wastewater generation at build out to be 300,000 GPD Comment 115:
and includes correspondence from the City of Middletown (Appendix III.E) 
indicating an ability to accept 300,000 GPD and a small additional flow from 
SoS twice annual meeting events. It appears 300,000 GPD is for Amy’s only 
and excludes flow from the Warehouse (7,000 GPD) and SoS (36,000 GPD 
National Conference). FEIS should provide revised correspondence verifying 
the City’s ability to provide flow for all uses. Alternately, SoS events could be 
restricted to times when the Amy’s plant is not operational. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: An updated will serve letter indicating the ability to accept 343,000 GPD is 
included in Appendix C. 

 DEIS indicates wastewater from Amy’s will be pre-treated prior to conveyance Comment 116:
to the City of Middletown. The location of the Pre-Treatment Facility is shown 
on the Site Plan. Although detailed architectural plans are not necessary, a 
schematic plan should be provided identifying the process components 
(including odor control and noise attenuation) and general building design. 
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The site plans for the Proposed Project have been updated to show the schematic 
design of the pre-treatment facility. The pre-treatment facility would comprise a 
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building of approximately 40 feet wide by 60 feet long and approximately 18 
feet high. Figure III-1 shows a preliminary process flow diagram of the facility. 
No design of this building has been prepared, but will be submitted and 
reviewed by the Planning Board. Figure III-2 shows a photograph of a similar 
wastewater pre-treatment facility at the Amy’s location in Medford, Oregon.  

 DEIS identifies an onsite 20,000-gallon sludge holding tank. The sludge holding Comment 117:
tank should be shown on the Site Plans and information including general 
building design, access, odor potential and control details should be provided. 
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: See Response to Comment 116. 

 DEIS indicates wastewater from SoS will flow by gravity to a SoS Pumping Comment 118:
Station where it will be pumped to the Amy’s Kitchen Pumping Station. This is 
at variance with the Site Plan which shows the SoS Pumping Station 
discharging directly to the wastewater conveyance pipeline. SoS Pumping 
Station will be sized to accommodate flow from National Conference; FEIS to 
indicate how smaller flows will be addressed (second pump station, smaller 
pumps in SoS Pumping Station, resetting pump station controller, etc.) (2016-
05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The DEIS is correct; the Site Plan will be revised to show wastewater from SoS 
pumping to the Amy’s Kitchen Pumping Station. Two sets of duplex pumps 
(four total) will be permanently installed in the SoS Pumping Station. One set of 
duplex pumps would be sized for the typical flow during the year; and one set of 
duplex pumps would be sized for the National Conference weekend flows.  

 State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES), Sanitary – Service of Comment 119:
the site by the City of Middletown sewer district will require a district 
extension. Review of the new main and extension by DEC will be required, but 
may not require a modification of the SPDES permit unless the composition of 
the waste may affect the City's effluent limits. If the pretreatment facility is 
going to be privately owned, it will fall under the requirements of the City of 
Middletown's Sewer Use Law and their review. (2016-06-10_NYSDEC) 

Response: In further consultation with the NYSDEC it was determined that the City of 
Middletown would determine the appropriate legal structure to be employed. 
NYSDEC will review and approve plans for the new force main. The 
Transportation Corporation serving the Proposed Project will make all necessary 
applications for approval from the City of Middletown and NYSDEC. 

 Portions of the proposed Water and Sewer mains will traverse lands within the Comment 120:
Town of Wawayanda. The Town would like to be provided with detailed design 



8.
10

.1
6

Fi
g

u
re

 II
I-

1
Am

y’
s 

Ki
tc

he
n

Sc
ie

nc
e 

of
 th

e 
So

ul
Pr

oc
es

s 
Fl

ow
 D

ia
gr

am

SO
S 

W
A

ST
EW

A
TE

R
PU

M
PI

N
G

 S
TA

TIO
N

C
O

N
FI

D
EN

TIA
L

A
L

L
 

R
I

G
H

T
S

 
R

E
S

E
R

V
E

D

SH
EE

T

PR
O

JE
C

T 
N

UM
BE

R:

W
:\

TP
G

\M
ar

ke
tin

g\
Br

an
d

in
g\

Lo
go

s\
Pr

ob
st

-P
M

S-
Lo

go
-3

00
d

pi
.jp

g

17
03

5 
W

. W
IS

C
O

N
SI

N
 A

V
E.

SU
ITE

 1
20

BR
O

O
KF

IE
LD

, W
IS

. 5
30

05
TE

L:
 (2

62
) 2

64
-5

66
5

FA
X:

 (2
62

) 4
36

-1
35

9

Th
is 

d
oc

um
en

t c
on

ta
in

s i
nf

or
m

at
io

n
w

hi
ch

 is
 th

e 
pr

op
er

ty
 o

f T
he

 P
ro

bs
t

G
ro

up
, a

nd
 m

ay
 n

ot
, i

n 
w

ho
le

 o
r i

n
pa

rt,
 b

e 
d

up
lic

at
ed

, d
isc

lo
se

d
 o

r
us

ed
 fo

r d
es

ig
n 

or
 m

an
uf

ac
tu

rin
g

pu
rp

os
es

 w
ith

ou
t t

he
 p

rio
r w

rit
te

n
pe

rm
iss

io
n 

of
 T

he
 P

ro
bs

t G
ro

up
.

IS
SU

E 
D

A
TE

:

C
HK

'D
 B

Y:
D

RA
W

N
 B

Y:

PR
O

J.
 E

N
G

:

N
O

.
D

A
TE

RE
V

IS
IO

N
S

50
07

GOSHEN, NY
P/CHEM TREATMENT
WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT W/ BIOLOGICAL TREATMENT
PROCESS FLOW DIAGRAM

AMY'S KITCHEN PF
D

-1

M
JM M
FP

M
FP

7-
28

-1
6

PR
EL

IM
IN

A
RY

T-
60

0

T-
10

0

T-
20

0

SL
UD

G
E 

TA
N

K
14

'Ø

LI
FT

 S
TA

TIO
N

EQ
UA

LI
ZA

TIO
N

 T
A

N
K

44
.5

6'
Ø

FI
LT

RA
TE

FL
O

O
R 

D
RA

IN
S

SL
S-

70
0

PR
ES

S

O
C

-6
00

O
D

O
R 

C
O

N
TR

O
L

D
A

F
SL

S-
50

0

SO
LI

D
S 

FO
R

O
FF

SI
TE

 D
IS

PO
SA

L

SC
-0

50
C

HA
N

N
EL

 S
C

RE
EN

W
W

PT
P 

EF
FL

UE
N

T

PU
M

PI
N

G
 S

TA
TIO

N
TO

 M
ID

D
LE

TO
W

N
W

W
TP

SO
LI

D
S

SOLIDS

PR
O

DU
C

TIO
N 

FA
C

ILI
TY

T-
30

0
SE

LE
C

TO
R 

TA
N

K
27

.6
9'

Ø

T-
40

0
A

ER
A

TIO
N

 B
A

SI
N

65
.3

6'
Ø

W
A

S

RA
S



8.
10

.1
6

Fi
g

u
re

 II
I-

2
Am

y’
s 

Ki
tc

he
n

Sc
ie

nc
e 

of
 th

e 
So

ul
A

m
y’

s 
K

itc
he

n 
M

ed
fo

rd
 O

re
go

n 
W

W
TP



Chapter III: Responses to Comments on the DEIS 

 III-43 09/28/2016 

plans in order to evaluate if potential for a municipal interconnection could be 
facilitated between the City of Middletown, the Town of Wawayanda, and the 
transportation corporation. (2016-06-06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: The design plans for the water supply line and wastewater force-main will be 
provided to the Town of Wawayanda. The proposed water supply line and 
wastewater force-main would be privately owned and sized to accommodate the 
Proposed Project. No other connections are contemplated or proposed. 

CHAPTER III-G: STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

 SWPPP to include calculations demonstrating adequacy of collection and Comment 121:
conveyance system (pipelines and swales). (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The SWPPP will include calculations demonstrating adequacy of collection and 
conveyance system (pipelines and swales). 

 The Town of Wawayanda is a regulated MS4 land use community. A MS4 Comment 122:
Stormwater permit for the lineal portion of the project in the Town of 
Wawayanda must be issued by the town. Submission of a detailed design for the 
water and sewer mains is required in order to obtain a municipal authorization 
from the Town of Wawayanda. The submitted SWPPP apparently was prepared 
(21 Sept. 2015) before the water interconnect was prepared. (2016-06-
06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: The SWPPP and detailed design plans for the water supply line and wastewater 
force-main will be provided to the Town of Wawayanda. 

 This office applauds the use of road salt alternatives, especially on the Wallkill Comment 123:
bridge crossing. The DEIS stated that the construction of Amy’s Kitchen and 
SoS will result in 24 and 34 acres of impervious surface respectively. The use of 
low-impact development should be increased in order to reduce stormwater 
impacts and replenish groundwater over the Wallkill aquifer. We recommend 
discussion of best options and standards in final SEQRA documentation. Maps 
submitted to this office contain conflicting information. (2016-06-
10_OrangeCounty) 

Response: Pages III.G-8 to III.G-10 of the DEIS contain a discussion of the green 
infrastructure measures proposed for the Project Site. 

 All medians should have trees and tree box filters that will act as mini Comment 124:
bioretention areas. (2016-06-10_OrangeCounty) 

Response: As noted on page III.G-9 of the DEIS, “[t]he site design would call for trees to 
be planted throughout parking areas for SoS.” The Proposed Project includes 
porous asphalt in the paved parking areas and tree plantings in the unpaved 
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orchard parking areas. Dry swales are proposed along all site roads with slopes 
meeting NYSDEC recommendations and will have similar function to bio-
retention areas. The proposed stormwater management practices will provide 
water quality treatment and runoff reduction volume consistent with the 
requirements of the latest NYSDEC Stormwater Management Design Manual 
and SPDES General Permit for Stormwater Discharges from Construction 
Activity. 

 Recessed curbs and hydric-soiled, raingardens should be added to all medians as Comment 125:
well as around the perimeter of all parking lots and roadway sidings and direct 
stormwater toward these areas for pretreatment. (2016-06-10_OrangeCounty) 

Response: Pages III.G-8 to III.G-10 of the DEIS contain a discussion of the green 
infrastructure measures proposed for the Project Site. The Proposed Project 
includes porous asphalt in the paved parking areas and tree plantings in the 
unpaved orchard parking areas. Dry swales are proposed along all site roads 
with slopes meeting NYSDEC recommendations and will have similar function 
to bio-retention areas. Gravel diaphragms are proposed between all dry swales 
and edges of pavement to provide pre-treatment. The proposed stormwater 
management practices have been sized to treat the contributory areas and 
include pre-treatment following NYSDEC recommendations. The proposed 
stormwater management practices will provide water quality treatment and 
runoff reduction volume consistent with the requirements of the latest NYSDEC 
Stormwater Management Design Manual and SPDES General Permit for 
Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activity. 

 We recommend consideration of grey water collection system to be considered Comment 126:
and used for irrigation and fire suppression. (2016-06-10_OrangeCounty) 

Response: A gray water collection system is not proposed. The anticipated water usage for 
irrigation is minimal. As discussed in Response to Comment 99, the Project Site 
will utilize native plant species suitable for the local environment. Annual 
rainfall in Goshen is approximately 40 inches per year. While limited irrigation 
may be necessary to establish landscaping following construction, it is not 
anticipated that the landscaping for the Proposed Project will require large 
quantities of water on an annual basis. It is anticipated that the limited irrigation 
would be provided from various sources including potable water, well water, 
rain barrels, and other possible sustainable sources. Water for fire suppression is 
proposed to be supplied with potable water. 

 Stormwater discharges from the Project are regulated by both NYSDEC and the Comment 127:
Town’s zoning regulations. The NYSDEC General Permit for Stormwater 
Discharges from Construction Activity allows a waiver from the requirements to 
control the one (1) year (channel protection), ten (10) year (overbank flood) and 
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one hundred (100) year (extreme flood) storm events if the site discharges to a 
fifth (5th) order stream. The Town Code requires no increase in the peak rate of 
surface water flowing offsite from predevelopment conditions [§97-75D(5)(c)] 
regardless of the numeric stream order. In accordance with NYSDEC 
regulations, after development, approximately 50-acres from the Amy’s Kitchen 
Facility and 225-acres from the SoS Conference Center will discharge to the 
Wallkill River without quantity control (water quality will be provided). The 
DEIS indicates this approach will minimize flooding and damage downstream 
since site runoff will be released to the Wallkill River before the arrival of 
floodwaters. In our opinion, this approach may be appropriate however, given 
the history and significance of downstream flooding in this area, we recommend 
performing a downstream analysis to demonstrate the release of unattenuated 
runoff will reduce flooding. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: A downstream analysis was prepared and is included as Appendix K of the 
SWPPP for the Proposed Project. The analysis concluded that stormwater 
discharges directly to the Wallkill River would result in an increase in peak flow 
rates of approximately 0.02%, less than the 5% allowed by NYSDEC. The 
analysis of flow rates with stormwater detention shows a decrease in peak flow 
rates for the one-year storm, but increases in flow rates for the 10- and 100-year 
storm events. This increase is due to the timing of runoff within the Wallkill 
River watershed. Adding stormwater detention on the Project Site would delay 
site runoff until it would overlap with the overall Wallkill River watershed peak. 
Thus, detention on the Project Site is not considered desirable. 

CHAPTER III-H: TRAFFIC 

 Our office defers to the Town’s traffic consultant for his comments on this Comment 128:
section. (2016-04-19_BMG Comments) 

Response: Comment noted. 

 Section 97-50.N (1) (d) of the Town of Goshen Code (“Environmental Comment 129:
Performance Standards”) defines significant adverse traffic impacts as: 

• Intersection Level-of Service (LOS) deterioration below LOS D; 
• Any increase in delays for intersections operating at LOS E or worse; and 
• The addition of traffic that will cause demand to exceed capacity on 

mainline highways (between intersections/interchanges). (2016-05-
31_VHB_Traffic) 

Response: The mitigation measures identified in the DEIS are proposed to be completed as 
part of the project to maintain the Levels of Service comparable to No-Build 
conditions and to offset the additional traffic generated by the project. The 
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locations listed relative to delay increases or Levels of Service changes are each 
discussed more specifically in response to the following comments. 

 Tables III.H-2 through III.H-6 and III.H-13 through III.H-17 document, in Comment 130:
specific detail, the results of all of the traffic analyses relative to the potential 
impacts of the project. A review of the information included in these tables 
revealed that, without mitigation, the project would have a significant adverse 
traffic impact (as defined in the Town Code) at the following intersections: 

• Cannon Hill Drive at US 6/17M (Daily Amy’s and SoS Nat. Conf.); 
• The Westbound I-84 off ramp to US 6/17M westbound (Daily Amy’s and 

SoS Nat. Conf); 
• The Eastbound I-84 off ramp at Fletcher Street (Daily Amy’s and SoS Nat. 

Conf); 
• The Westbound I-84 off ramp at Fletcher Street (Daily Amy’s and SoS Nat. 

Conf); 
• Golf Links Road westbound at McVeigh Road (Daily Amy’s and SoS Nat. 

Conf); 
• The Psychiatric Center Driveway at US 6/17M (Daily Amy’s and SoS Nat. 

Conf); 
• The Training Center Driveway at US 6/17M (Daily Amy’s and SoS Nat. 

Conf); 
• The intersection of US 6/17M with CR 12/50 (Daily Amy’s and SoS Nat. 

Conf); 
• The intersection of US6/17M with Hartley Rd./Gate Schoolhouse Rd. (SOS 

Nat. Conf only); (2016-05-31_VHB_Traffic) 

Response: Comment noted. 

 In addition, the accident history, summarized in Table III.H-0, indicates above Comment 131:
average accident rates at the following intersections, through which the project 
will generate additional traffic: 

• US 6/17M westbound and the I-84WB off ramp; 
• US 6/17M and CR12/CR 50; 
• US 6/17m and the Psychiatric Center Driveway; 
• US 6/17M and 6 ½ station Road/ Maple Avenue. 

The DEIS also notes that, while the accident rate at the intersection of US 
6/17M with Hartley Road was slightly below average, there is a history of 
severe, rear-end type accidents at that location. (2016-05-31_VHB_Traffic) 

Response: The following should be noted with respect to the above locations: 
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• Signing modifications at the I-84 Westbound Off Ramp have been identified 
to help address any traffic increases through this intersection. 

• Since some of the accidents at Route 17M and CR 12/CR 50 are related to 
sun glare, in addition to proposed traffic signal timing modifications, 
backplates could also be installed to improve the visibility of the signal 
heads at this location. Subject to NYSDOT approval, the addition of 
backplates would be completed by the Applicant under the Highway Work 
Permit. 

• The modifications to the Psychiatric Center driveway, including providing 
access to the proposed traffic signal at the Training Center Lane/site access 
roadway intersection, will address the left turn accidents that presently 
occur at that location. See also Response to Comment 109 which discusses 
an alternate which maintains a right turn entry/exit driveway at the existing 
Psychiatric Center driveway. At a minimum left turns entering and exiting 
the driveway will be relocated to the proposed Site Access intersection 
under future conditions. 

• The 6 ½ Station Road and Maple Avenue traffic signal also could benefit 
from the installation of traffic signal backplates to address sun glare related 
accidents. The traffic signal backplates would be installed at this 
intersection on the eastbound and westbound approaches by the Applicant if 
approved by NYSDOT as part of the Highway Work Permit. 

• In addition to the proposed traffic signal timing modifications, backplates 
are proposed to be added to the traffic signal heads on the eastbound and 
westbound approaches at Route 6/17M and Hartley Road by the Applicant 
if approved by NYSDOT as part of the Highway Work Permit. This should 
help reduce accidents resulting from sun glare.  

 The NYS Office of Mental Health would like to retain a right turn entry/right Comment 132:
turn exit to Route 6/17M at their existing main driveway. (2016_06_07 
NYSOMH meeting) 

Response: The primary reason for the reconstruction of the Psychiatric Center driveway 
was to eliminate and consolidate left turn movements both entering and exiting 
property to/from Route 17M. These movements will now be handled at the new 
intersection and will be controlled by the traffic signal. This should also 
alleviate the current accident pattern that occurs at the Psychiatric Center 
driveway which is result of the left turn movements at that location. The 
requested right turn entry/right turn exit driveway as well as an alternate with a 
right turn exit only were analyzed as part of the FEIS and found that acceptable 
levels of service will be maintained. The results of these analyses are 
summarized in Tables III-3 and III-4, below, which indicate that a right turn 
entry/right turn exit driveway or a right turn exit only driveway at the current 
Psychiatric Center driveway location can be maintained without any significant 
impacts to traffic along NYS Route 17M. The roadway improvement plans have 
been revised to indicate an alternate with a right turn entry/right turn exit 
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driveway connection to the Psychiatric Center property. This location is 
approximately 400 feet west of the new access/Training Center Lane. The final 
design will be reviewed by NYSDOT as part of the Highway Work Permit, 
which will include the appropriate curbing, signing and other related 
improvements if acceptable to the Department. 



Chapter III: Responses to Comments on the DEIS 

 III-49 09/28/2016 

Table III-3 
Level of Service Summary Table 

2033 Build Conditions - Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center Driveway Right Turn In/Right Turn Out 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change in 
Delay 

No-Build 
To Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

Weekday AM Peak Hour of Amy's Generation (6:00 AM-7:00 AM) 
6 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M EB L 0.01 A 7.9 0.01 A 8.0 - - - - 
Route 6/17M WB L 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center N. NB LTR 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center S. SB LTR 0.02 C 21.8 0.02 D 26.6 0.00 B 10.4 - 

7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & Training 
Center Lane 

Unsignalized                     
                      

                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.01 B 12.8 0.02 B 13.9 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.23 A 3.7 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.90 B 18.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.02 A 3.2 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.05 B 13.1 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.32 A 6.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.1 A 4.8 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.00 A 0.0 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.00 A 0.0 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.17 D 37.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.45 D 38.1 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - B 14.8 - 

Weekday AM Peak Highway Hour (7:30 AM-8:30 AM) 
6 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M EB L 0.03 A 9.2 0.04 A 9.6 - - - - 
Route 6/17M WB L 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center N. NB LTR 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center S. SB LTR 0.10 F 58.2 0.14 F 87.2 0.01 B 14.9 - 

7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & Training 
Center Lane 

Unsignalized                     
                      

                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.06 B 13.4 0.07 B 14.6 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.44 F 64.7 0.66 F 115.1 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.28 B 10.5 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.95 C 29.4 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.08 A 5.1 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.23 C 20.7 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.76 B 15.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.05 A 5.5 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.18 D 44.0 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.25 C 33.7 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.39 D 44.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.24 D 35.0 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 23 - 
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Table III-3 (cont’d) 
Level of Service Summary Table 

2033 Build Conditions - Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center Driveway Right Turn In/Right Turn Out 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change in 
Delay 

No-Build 
To Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

Weekday PM Peak Hour of Amy's Generation (3:00 PM-4:00 PM) 
6 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M EB L 0.01 B 11.0 0.01 B 11.8 - - - - 
Route 6/17M WB L 0.00 A 0.00 0.00 A 0.00 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center N. NB LTR 0.00 A 0.00 0.00 A 0.00 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center S. SB LTR 0.45 F 50.9 0.67 F 93.3 0.37 E 37.9 - 

7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & Training 
Center Lane 

Unsignalized                     
                      

                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.00 A 9.2 0.01 A 9.5 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.25 F 51.7 0.37 F 77.3 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.78 D 36.3 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.56 A 4.9 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.01 A 1.8 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.00 A 6.0 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.98 C 33.4 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.08 A 4.7 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.24 D 45.6 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.09 D 39.6 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 1.10 F 175.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.11 A 2.9 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 26.9 - 

Weekday PM Peak Highway Hour (4:30 PM-5:30 PM) 
6 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M EB L 0.01 B 11.0 0.01 B 11.5 - - - - 
Route 6/17M WB L 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center N. NB LTR 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center S. SB LTR 0.61 F 84.1 0.91 F 174.0 0.30 D 31.8 - 

7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & Training 
Center Lane 

Unsignalized                     
                      

                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.01 A 9.2 0.01 A 9.5 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.09 E 37.0 0.11 E 48.6 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.38 C 26.3 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.56 A 5.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.00 A 2.0 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.01 A 6.6 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.98 C 33.3 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.03 A 4.3 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.06 D 45.1 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.04 D 38.4 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.49 D 46.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.03 A 2.3 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 22.4 - 
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Table III-3 (cont’d) 
Level of Service Summary Table 

2033 Build Conditions - Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center Driveway Right Turn In/Right Turn Out 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change in 
Delay 

No-Build 
To Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

Saturday Peak Hour 
6 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M EB L 0.01 A 9.6 0.01 A 9.9 - - - - 
Route 6/17M WB L 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center N. NB LTR 0.01 E 36.6 0.01 E 46.4 0.01 E 48.4 2.0 
Psych. Center S. SB LTR 0.16 D 29.9 0.22 E 38.3 0.09 C 17.9 - 
                        
U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & Unsignalized                     
Training Center Lane                       
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.05 A 9.8 0.06 B 10.2 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 1.04 F 143.7 1.48 F 321.8 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.20 B 14.8 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.86 C 23.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.16 B 10.3 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.21 B 13.8 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.91 C 28.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.02 A 6.6 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.68 C 31.6 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.40 C 28.4 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.44 C 31.9 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.43 C 30.2 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 24.9 - 

Notes: 
1. The above represents the Level of Service and vehicle delay in seconds, c [16.2], for each key approach of the unsignalized 

intersections as well as for each approach and the overall intersection for the signalized intersections. See Appendix "C" for a 
description of the Levels of Service. 
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Table III-4 
Level of Service Summary Table 

2033 Build Conditions - Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center Driveway Right Turn Out Only 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change in 
Delay 

No-Build 
To Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

Weekday AM Peak Hour of Amy's Generation (6:00 AM - 7:00 AM) 
6 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M EB L 0.01 A 7.9 0.01 A 8.0 - - - - 
Route 6/17M WB L 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center N. NB LTR 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center S. SB LTR 0.02 C 21.8 0.02 D 26.6 0.00 B 10.4 - 

7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & Training 
Center Lane 

Unsignalized                     
                      

                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.01 B 12.8 0.02 B 13.9 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.23 A 3.7 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.90 B 18.8 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.02 A 3.2 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.05 B 13.2 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.32 A 6.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.11 A 4.8 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.00 A 0.0 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.00 A 0.0 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.17 D 37.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.46 D 38.2 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - B 14.8 - 

Weekday AM Peak Highway Hour (7:30 AM - 8:30 AM) 
6 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M EB L 0.03 A 9.2 0.04 A 9.6 - - - - 
Route 6/17M WB L 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center N. NB LTR 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center S. SB LTR 0.10 F 58.2 0.14 F 87.2 0.01 B 14.9 - 

7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & Training 
Center Lane 

Unsignalized                     
                      

                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.06 B 13.4 0.07 B 14.6 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.44 F 64.7 0.66 F 115.1 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.27 B 10.1 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.95 C 29.4 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.08 A 5.1 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.23 C 20.7 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.74 B 14.8 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.06 A 5.6 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.18 D 44.0 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.25 C 33.7 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.39 D 44.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.24 D 35.0 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 22.7 - 
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Table III-4 (cont’d) 
Level of Service Summary Table 

2033 Build Conditions - Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center Driveway Right Turn Out Only 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change in 
Delay 

No-Build 
To Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

Weekday PM Peak Hour Of Amy's Generation (3:00 PM - 4:00 PM) 
6 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M EB L 0.01 B 11.0 0.01 B 11.8 - - - - 
Route 6/17M WB L 0.00 A 0.00 0.00 A 0.00 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center N. NB LTR 0.00 A 0.00 0.00 A 0.00 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center S. SB LTR 0.45 F 50.9 0.67 F 93.3 0.37 E 37.9 - 

7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & Training 
Center Lane 

Unsignalized                     
                      

                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.00 A 9.2 0.01 A 9.5 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.25 F 51.7 0.37 F 77.3 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.77 C 34.4 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.56 A 4.9 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.01 A 1.8 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.00 A 6.0 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.97 C 32.3 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.09 A 4.7 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.24 D 45.6 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.09 D 39.6 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 1.10 F 175.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.11 A 2.9 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 26.1 - 

Weekday PM Peak Highway Hour (4:30 PM - 5:30 PM) 
6 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M EB L 0.01 B 11.0 0.01 B 11.5 - - - - 
Route 6/17M WB L 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center N. NB LTR 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center S. SB LTR 0.61 F 84.1 0.91 F 174.0 0.30 D 31.8 - 

7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & Training 
Center Lane 

Unsignalized                     
                      

                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.01 A 9.2 0.01 A 9.5 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.09 E 37.0 0.11 E 48.6 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.37 C 26 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.56 A 5.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.00 A 2.0 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.01 A 6.6 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.98 C 32.4 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.04 A 4.3 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.06 D 45.1 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.04 D 38.4 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.49 D 46.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.03 A 2.3 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 21.8 - 
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Table III-4 (cont’d) 
Level of Service Summary Table 

2033 Build Conditions - Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center Driveway Right Turn Out Only 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change in 
Delay 

No-Build 
To Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

Saturday Peak Hour 
6 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M EB L 0.01 A 9.6 0.01 A 9.9 - - - - 
Route 6/17M WB L 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 0.0 
Psych. Center N. NB LTR 0.01 E 36.6 0.01 E 46.4 0.01 E 48.4 2.0 
Psych. Center S. SB LTR 0.16 D 29.9 0.22 E 38.3 0.09 C 17.9 - 

7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & Unsignalized                     
Training Center Lane                       
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.05 A 9.8 0.06 B 10.2 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 1.04 F 143.7 1.48 F 321.8 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.20 B 14.6 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.86 C 23.3 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.16 B 10.4 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.21 B 13.8 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.91 C 27.5 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.03 A 6.6 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.68 C 31.5 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.40 C 28.2 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.44 C 31.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.43 C 30.1 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 24.6 - 

Notes: 
1. The above represents the level of service and vehicle delay in seconds, c [16.2], for each key approach of the unsignalized intersections 

as well as for each approach and the overall intersection for the signalized intersections. See Appendix "C" for a description of the 
Levels of Service. 

 

 The following mitigation measures are proposed: Comment 133:

• US 6/17M and the Training Center & Psychiatric Center Driveways – 
consolidate the driveways, signalize and add turn lanes; 

• Proposed improvements to US 6/17M at the Training Center and Psychiatric 
Center Driveways; 

• US 6/17M westbound and the I-84 westbound off ramp – Possible 
replacement of the ramp STOP sign with a YIELD sign; 

• US 6 and CR12/CR 50 – Traffic signal timing modifications; 
• US 6 and Hartley Road/Gate Schoolhouse Road – Traffic signal back plates 

and signal timing modification; 
• US 6 and 6 ½ Station Rd/Maple Ave – Traffic signal timing modifications; 
• Golf Links Road at McVeigh Road – Convert to an all-way stop condition;  
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• Fletcher Street and the eastbound and westbound I-84 off ramps – monitor 
for traffic signal installation; 

The DEIS also suggests that the installation of a traffic signal at the intersection 
of US 6/17M with the consolidated Psychiatric Center/Training center/ Project 
site driveways will create gaps in the traffic stream which may make it easier to 
exit Cannon Hill Drive. However, it is difficult to determine whether these gaps 
will coincide with the gaps generated by the Hartley Road signal or whether 
they will deviate from the Hartley Road signal gaps, making it harder to get out 
of Cannon Hill Drive. (2016-05-31_VHB_Traffic) 

Response: In addition to the mitigation measures identified in the DEIS, NYSDOT has 
requested that the Applicant provide connection of all existing and proposed 
traffic signals along the NYS Route 17M corridor to its Advanced Traffic 
Management System (ATMS). This will include the intersections of NYS Route 
17M/Lower Road, NYS Route 17M/Hartley Road, NYS Route 17M/6½ Station 
Road and the proposed signal at NYS Route 17M/Training Center Lane/Site 
Access Roadway. The Applicant will be required to furnish and install either a 
cable or cellular modem to provide connection to the ATMS system, which will 
then allow the State to manage the traffic signals remotely to improve 
efficiencies along the corridor. The traffic signals could also be coordinated in 
the future to improve traffic flow along the corridor. This would also provide 
additional gaps at other unsignalized intersections along the roadway including 
Cannon Hill Drive. Furthermore, traffic for the proposed Cannon Hill Drive 
Flex Building, which is proposed to be developed along this roadway, was 
included in the analysis of the Proposed Project and that project should also be 
responsible for any additional improvements that may be required at the Route 
17M/Cannon Hill Drive intersection. If warranted this would include potential 
signalization to address the long delays that are projected under the No-Build 
conditions for left turns exiting this roadway. 

 Potentially Unmitigated Conditions – Based on a review of the projected Comment 134:
operating conditions and the proposed mitigation, it appears that the impacts of 
the Project will not be fully mitigated at the intersections below: 

Cannon Hill Drive – This intersection is projected to see significant increases in 
delay due to the substantial increases in traffic passing through the intersection 
on US 6/ 17M associated with the Amy’s Kitchen Plan and also the SoS 
National Conference. The FEIS should discuss how the impact of the national 
conference could be mitigated by the deployment of a police officer to direct 
traffic at this intersection during events, as needed, and whether the intersection 
should be monitored for the installation of a traffic signal to mitigate the plant’s 
daily traffic impacts.  

US 6/17M at the Site Driveway – The analysis indicates that the southbound 
left-turn movement exiting the site during the peak afternoon shift-change 

file://wpfiles.akrf.com/files/Projects/40525%20-%20AMY'S%20KITCHEN%20GOSHEN/Drafts/5_FEIS/Comments/2016-05-31_VHB_Traffic.pdf
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period will experience LOS F conditions with demand exceeding capacity by 
approximately 10% on this movement. However, it is noted this condition will 
be better than if the mitigation measures were not implemented, will be confined 
to the site and will not interfere with traffic operating conditions on US 6/17M. 
However, during SoS National Conference event, the analyses indicate that 
demand will exceed the capacity of the eastbound left-turn movement into the 
site, which would likely delay through traffic on eastbound US 6/17M. The 
analyses also indicate that demand will exceed capacity on the southbound 
right-turn out of the site (in addition to the southbound left-turn out of the site). 
This condition will be worst for weekday afternoon events, when the overall 
intersection is projected to operate at LOS F. The FEIS should include a 
discussion as to the practicality of constructing either a roundabout, to 
accommodate peak-period traffic, or supplementing the proposed signal and 
lane improvements with a double left-turn lane on eastbound US 6/17M to 
accommodate peak event entering conditions, as well as a double left-turn lane 
out of the site and an auxiliary acceleration lane on westbound US 6/17M 
serving a free-flow right-turn movement to accommodate daily and peak event 
exiting conditions. Alternatively, the Applicant may wish to limit weekday 
event activity to mornings, as discussed below.  

US 6/17M at CR12/CR50 – The analyses of SoS event weekday afternoon peak 
entry period and, to a lesser extent, the Saturday afternoon peak entry period, 
indicate that event traffic will result in overall LOS F conditions at this 
intersection. The FEIS should include a discussion as to the ability to reduce or 
eliminate these impacts through signal timing changes. Alternatively, the 
Applicant may wish to limit weekday event activity to mornings, as discussed 
below. The FEIS should also discuss the practicality of installing backing plates 
on the US 6/17M signal faces to mitigate potential safety impacts associated 
with the increase traffic associated with the proposed action.  

US 6/17M at Gate Schoolhouse Road/Hartley Road – The analyses of SoS event 
weekday afternoon peak entry period indicate that event traffic will result in 
overall LOS F conditions at this intersection. The FEIS should include a 
discussion as to the ability to reduce or eliminate this impact through signal 
timing changes. Alternatively, the Applicant may wish to limit weekday event 
activity to mornings, as discussed below.  

US 6/17M at Maple Avenue/6 ½ Station Road – The analyses of SoS event 
weekday afternoon peak entry period indicate that event traffic will result in 
overall LOS F conditions at this intersection. The FEIS should include a 
discussion as to the ability to reduce or eliminate this impact through signal 
timing changes. Alternatively, the Applicant may wish to limit weekday event 
activity to mornings, as discussed below. The FEIS should also discuss the 
practicality of installing backing plates on the US 6/17M signal faces to mitigate 
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potential safety impacts associated with the increase traffic associated with the 
proposed action. (2016-05-31_VHB_Traffic) 

Response: The traffic signal proposed at the Training Center Lane and Site Access 
intersection will provide additional gaps in the traffic stream approaching 
Cannon Hill Drive that will help left turn vehicles exiting from Cannon Hill 
Drive. Since traffic for the proposed Cannon Hill Drive Flex Building, which is 
proposed to be developed along this roadway, was included in our analysis and 
that project should also be responsible for any additional improvements at this 
intersection. This would include potential signalization, if warranted, since long 
delays are projected under the No-Build conditions for left turns exiting this 
roadway. Furthermore, the Applicant for Amy’s Kitchen will be required to 
install additional equipment at each of the existing traffic signals along the NYS 
Route 17M corridor along with the proposed traffic signals at the Training 
Center Lane/Site Access Roadway intersection to connect these signals to the 
State’s ATMS system as previously discussed. This equipment could be utilized 
to coordinate the traffic signals along the corridor to improve efficiency and 
traffic flow and therefore would provide additional gaps in the traffic flow at 
other unsignalized intersection along the corridor including at the Cannon Hill 
Drive intersection. During the SoS National Conference, this intersection could 
be included in the intersections to be controlled by police to allow for the safe 
operation of the intersection. This will be determined as part of the detailed 
Traffic Management Plan to be developed for the event conditions. 

The access improvements proposed to be completed at Route 17M/Training 
Center Lane/Site Access intersection are proposed to accommodate peak traffic 
conditions under typical operation of the Amy’s Kitchen and SoS facilities. As 
indicated the delays that are projected for the southbound left turn exiting the 
site during the peak afternoon shift-change will be better than if the mitigation 
measures were not implemented, will be confined to the site and will not 
interfere with traffic operating conditions on Route 17M. During the SoS 
national manned police traffic control will be utilized to maintain traffic flow 
through the intersection.  

It should be noted that other potential improvements at the site access location 
were contemplated including a roundabout and additional lanes entering and 
exiting the site. It was determined that a due to the proximity to the NYS Route 
17M bridge over the Wallkill River a roundabout, which would require two 
lanes on the eastbound and westbound approaches, is not feasible because it 
would require widening of the bridge to provide proper lane tapers. Similarly 
providing two left turn lanes entering and exiting the site access is also not 
feasible for the same reasons. Also provide one left turn exiting the site will 
have the effect of metering traffic flow leaving the National Conference, thereby 
somewhat limiting impacts to Route 17M 
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It is also important to note that the SoS National Conference is an event limited 
to one time per year. During this special event, additional traffic control and 
management measures have been identified to accommodate this traffic. A 
detailed Traffic Management Plan will be prepared by the Applicant prior to the 
event and will be coordinated with the Town of Goshen in conjunction with 
other local agencies. 

 It is noted that, while the project (both Amy’s Kitchen’s daily operations and the Comment 135:
Science of the Soul National Conference) will, technically, trigger a significant 
adverse impact at the intersections of the I-84 ramps with Fletcher Street and the 
I-84 westbound ramp with westbound US 6/17M, the increases in delay will less 
than 5 seconds for Amy’s Kitchen’s daily operations and could be handled by 
the deployment of a police officer, as needed, for SOS events. The high accident 
rate on the westbound I-84 off-ramp at westbound US 6/17M (and delays on 
that approach) are a function of the inadequate design to accommodate the 
volume of traffic on that movement, to which the project will be adding no 
traffic. (2016-05-31_VHB_Traffic) 

Response: Comment noted. 

 Additional Mitigation of Plant Traffic Impacts – In addition to implementing the Comment 136:
above mitigation measures, Amy’s Kitchen proposes to mitigate daily traffic 
impacts in a manner similar to that employed at its Medford, Oregon facility, 
namely, through carpooling (<1% of parking spaces will be provided for car 
poolers) and, more importantly, scheduling shift times to start and end during 
the off-peak hours and staggering the shift times to spread the trips generated by 
the facility. Table III.H-8 of the DEIS is very instructive in this regard and is 
included here for discussion purposes. 

Table III.H-8 
Comparison of Existing Traffic Volumes to Amy’s Kitchen Trip Generation 

Time Period 

NYS Route 17M 2014 
Existing Traffic Volumes 

Number of School Buses 
Observed Along NYS 

Route 17M 

Amy’s Kitchen 
Anticipated Trip 

Generation 
EB WB EB WB Entry Exit 

AM Peak Period 
6:00 AM 6:30 AM 503 89 − − 110 4 
6:30 AM 7:00 AM 522 148 6 9 68 34 
7:00 AM 7:30 AM 505 218 7 9 48 2 
7:30 AM 8:00 AM 541 263 6 8 33 36 
8:00 AM 8:30 AM 520 285 5 19 7 7 
8:30 AM 9:00AM 437 345 11 12 0 1 

PM Peak Period 
2:30 PM 3:00 PM 373 494 − − 15 85 
3:00 PM 3:30 PM 393 503 12 6 105 93 
3:30 PM 4:00 PM 340 495 7 7 73 52 
4:00 PM 4:30 PM 306 546 4 7 24 34 
4:30 PM 5:00 PM 343 546 2 0 50 6 
5:00 PM 5:30 PM 333 616 1 0 3 7 
5:30 PM 6:00 PM 253 566 − − 1 1 
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Clearly, the Amy’s kitchen facility will generate a considerable volume of 
traffic activity around shift changes, identified in Table III.H-3 as from 5:30 to 
7:00 a.m. and from 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., with the peak 30-minute period 
occurring from 3:00 to 3:30 p.m. in the afternoon, when 198 vehicles are 
projected to enter or exit the plant. In the morning, there is little difference 
between the 114 trips projected to be generated from 6:00 to 6:30 a.m. and the 
102 trips projected to be generated from 6:30 to 7:00 a.m. 

The goal of the SEQRA process is to mitigate any traffic impacts to the greatest 
extend possible. To that end, as Amy’s has indicated, this involves scheduling 
shift changes, to the extent practicable, so that they correspond to periods when 
background traffic on the passing roadways will be lowest (or at least so that 
shift changes do not coincide with the highest periods of background traffic 
activity). As can be seen from Table III.H-8, the shift changes at Amy’s 
Medford Oregon facility result in traffic volumes peaking from 6:00 to 7:00 in 
the morning and from 3:00 to 3:30 in the afternoon. Also, a review of the 
information in Table III.H-8 (and in Table T-2 of the DEIS traffic study) 
indicates that school bus activity along US 6/17M past the site peaks at 
approximately 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Of particular concern is the afternoon 
peak period, when facility traffic is projected to peak during the second highest 
30-minute period (when overall traffic volumes are only 5.6% lower than in the 
peak 30-minute period) and when school-bus traffic activity is greatest. 

Based on a qualitative consideration of the existing, school-bus and projected-
Amy’s traffic volumes, it is suggested that the traffic impacts of typical day-to-
day operations at the proposed plant could be minimized if the shift times were 
set to occur either 1.5 hours before or 3 hours after the current shift times in 
Medford Oregon. This would result in peak traffic activity associated with 
Amy’s occurring either from 4:30 to 5:00 a.m. and 1:30 to 2:00 p.m. or from 
9:00 to 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 to 6:30 p.m. It is recognized that, for operational 
reasons, these hours may not be practical. It is suggested that the traffic impacts 
of typical day-to-day operations at the proposed plant could be reduced below 
what is currently projected (based on the information presented in Table III.H-8) 
if the shift times were set to occur either a half or a whole hour before the 
current shift times in Medford Oregon. This would result in peak traffic activity 
associated with Amy’s occurring either from 5:30 to 6:00 a.m. and 2:30 to 3:00 
p.m. or from 5:00 to 5:30 a.m. and 2:00 to 2:30 p.m. 

It is recommended that the FEIS include further detailed discussion of what 
adjustments could be made to the shift schedules to mitigate the project’s traffic 
impact to the greatest extent practicable. 

This discussion would include details as to why the shift times suggested above 
might not be practicable. (2016-05-31_VHB_Traffic) 

Response: The Applicant has identified specific shift times for employees of the Amy’s 
Kitchen facility to help avoid primary interaction with the peak commuter time 
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periods and times of the busiest school bus traffic on the adjacent roadway 
system. These shift times are similar to the current shift times at the existing 
Amy’s Kitchen Medford, Oregon facility. However, as suggested and if required 
by the Town of Goshen, the Applicant will agree to adjust the shift times up to 
one-half hour earlier such that the peak Amy’s traffic activity would occur from 
5:30 AM to 6:00 AM in the morning and from 2:30 PM to 3:00 PM in the 
afternoon. 

 Additional Mitigation of Science of the Soul National Conference Traffic Comment 137:
Impacts – In a similar fashion, the FEIS should include a detailed discussion of 
practical measures to mitigate traffic impacts associated with the annual Science 
of the Soul National Conference. This would include formalizing the Event 
Traffic Management Plan which is presented informally on pages III.H-40 and 
42. This plan, which would be a living document, would be required to be 
updated prior to and after each event, in response to knowledge gained by the 
hosts each year. 

Included in the detailed discussion of practical mitigation measures in the FEIS 
should be a determination as to what days, what hours and under what 
conditions the event will be permitted to occur. It is noted that on Page I-9 and 
Page II-13, the DEIS states that “Each day’s program for a National Conference 
would run from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM”, while on Page III-H-30 the DEIS 
states that “Based on information provided by SoS, the duration of these events 
is approximately two (2) hours and could either be morning or evening events.” 

As can be seen from Table III.H-8, traffic volumes in the afternoon are typically 
at least 10% higher than during the morning which, on the face of it, would 
suggest that allowing the annual National Conference only to occur during a 
weekday mornings is one method that may be a practical way to minimize the 
event’s traffic impacts. This conclusion is supported by the event capacity 
analyses, contained in the DEIS, which indicate that events held on weekday 
afternoons will have significant adverse impacts at 6 intersections, while those 
held on weekday mornings will have such impacts at only 4 intersections and 
those held on the weekend will have impacts at only 3 intersections. 

Table III.H-8 also indicates that (considering that 60% of Amy’s traffic is 
projected to travel to and from the west on US6/17M) shift changes at Amy’s 
Kitchen plant will increase US 6/17M traffic by approximately 10% during the 
morning peak hour and approximately 11% during the busier afternoon peak 
hour. This would suggest that the annual National Conference event should not 
be allowed to start or finish within, perhaps, 90 minutes of a shift change at the 
plant. The FEIS should discuss what hours this would leave for event start and 
finish times and how much different traffic volumes would be if the weekday 
event were held when Amy’s Plant was closed for the day. 
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Similarly, traffic volumes on US 6/17M during the weekend and on holidays are 
substantially lower than on regular weekdays (DEIS data suggest that weekend 
and holiday peak-hour traffic is at least 15% lower than the weekday afternoon 
peak-hour traffic and at least 9% lower than weekday morning peak-hour traffic. 
Further, weekend and holiday peak-hour traffic typically exhibits an 
approximately equal directional split, while the weekday peak commuter hours 
typically have approximately 65% of vehicles traveling in one direction and 
only 35% traveling in the opposite direction). The FEIS discussion should 
document what the benefits would be of holding the 3-day National Conference 
on a holiday weekend and what the practicality (or not) of such a condition of 
approval would be. 

One important issue related to the annual National Conference is the ability of 
SoS to hit its target goal of getting 40% of attendees to come by bus. The DEIS 
documents current SoS National Conference events accommodating 
approximately 20 percent of traffic by bus. As stated on Page I-10 and Page II-
14, it states that the “goal” for the Goshen SoS annual event is to get 40% of 
attendees to and from the site by bus, and the traffic analysis is based on this 
assumption. The DEIS Parking analysis also indicates that there is only enough 
parking to accommodate 60% of attendees arriving by car. As part of the Traffic 
Management Plan previously discussed, the FEIS should include a backup plan, 
indicating how the Applicant proposes to accommodate the additional 20% of 
drivers who might drive to the annual Nation Conference if event transit use is 
not increased above current documented levels. This could include identifying 
one or more locations which, combined, would be available to accommodate 
685 cars for all three days of the event and which would be able to 
accommodate a shuttle between the site and these parking locations. (2016-05-
31_VHB_Traffic) 

Response: The SoS National Conference is an event limited to one time per year. During 
this special event, additional traffic control and management measures have 
been identified to accommodate traffic. A detailed Traffic Management Plan 
will be prepared by the Applicant prior to the event, which will be coordinated 
with the Town of Goshen in conjunction with other local agencies (a General 
Traffic Management Plan has been provided in Appendix E). The Applicant 
will monitor traffic conditions during events, and will coordinate with the Town 
of Goshen and other local agencies to update the Traffic Management Plan as 
needed. The Traffic Management Plan will include the identification of alternate 
parking locations to accommodate any potential overflow parking from the SoS 
site. This will include the potential use of the Strong Farm property for overflow 
parking and shuttling of attendees from this location to the SoS Conference 
Center (see Appendix E). 

The SoS National Conference is normally a two (2) hour service that may 
include additional smaller discussions or activities after the main service. 
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Attendees typically arrive up to three (3) hours prior to the start of the event and 
depart up to three (3) hours after the event. A typical event occurring in the 
morning would start at 10:00 AM with the main service ending at 12:00 PM. 
For a morning event, attendees would arrive between 7:00 AM and 10:00 AM 
and depart between 12:00 PM and 3:00 PM. The bulk of the attendees would 
arrive at 9:00 AM and leave at 1:00 PM, as described in the Project Description. 

For the purpose of the traffic analysis, an afternoon event was modeled and 
similar patterns would be expected. As a result of this analysis it was noted that 
weekday afternoon events beginning between 3:00PM and 6:00 PM should be 
avoided since this results in the Peak Entry Period occurring during the 2:30 to 
3:30 PM hour when volumes are nearing the peak volumes along Route 17M. If 
an afternoon event were to be held, it could be accommodated with the use of 
manned police traffic control and other mitigation measures specified in the 
Traffic Management Plan. However, the SoS National Conference would more 
often be held in the morning. 

The event would be held over a weekend, with the first day of the event being 
held on a Friday or the last day of the event being held on Monday. Mondays 
and Fridays generally have the lowest attendance of the three day event, with 
attendance as much as 25% lower (9000 attendees or less) than the Saturday or 
Sunday event days. As to the time for entering and exiting the Project Site 
during the week for the National Conference, SoS will continue to work with 
the Town so as to endeavor to minimize the impact this will have on 17M 
traffic. 

 Responsibility for Mitigating Project Impacts – On Page I-33 and Page III-H-26 Comment 138:
of the DEIS, it is noted that “the following is a summary of the potential adverse 
impacts that could result from the additional traffic generated by the project as 
well as the potential measures identified to mitigate these impacts.” On page 
III.H-2 it is stated that “all recommended improvements associated with the 
proposed development discussed herein will be required and will be completed 
at the time of opening of Phase I”. The FEIS should confirm that this statement 
applies to all mitigation measures and the mitigation measures should be listed 
in their own section so that they may be easily incorporated into the Findings 
Statements. (2016-05-31_VHB_Traffic) 

Response: All proposed mitigation measures will be completed at the time of opening of 
the Phase I Amy’s Kitchen facility. A summary of the mitigation measures is 
provided at pages III.H-27 through III.H-29 of the DEIS.  

 Alternative Access – The DEIS Traffic Study contained an evaluation of Comment 139:
potentially providing access to the Amy’s Kitchen and future warehouse 
facilities via Hartley Road. No discussion of this analysis was found in Section 
III.H of the DEIS, although it may have been included in the alternatives 
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Chapter. A review of this alternative access analysis revealed that it would be 
necessary to provide left-turn lanes on US 6/17M at Hartley Road and to 
provide a left-turn lane on the Gate Schoolhouse Road approach to US 6/17m to 
accommodate project traffic. Providing access via Hartley Road would also 
alleviate weekday shift change exit delays as well as provide slightly better 
operating conditions at the SoS driveway for events (presuming that all of the 
improvements to the Psychiatric Center and Training Center driveways were to 
be implemented). This alternative would, however, increase peak-period delays 
by about 10% at the Cannon Hill Drive approach to US 6/17M. The FEIS 
should include a discussion as to the practicality, relative to right-of-way 
availability, of providing the additional turn lanes at the intersection of US 
6/17M with Hartley Road, as well as what improvements might need to be made 
to the pavement of Hartley Road so that it could support the potential additional 
car and truck traffic. (2016-05-31_VHB_Traffic) 

Response: The alternative access analysis, which had assumed that the bridge over the 
Wallkill River connecting the SoS and Amy’s Kitchen parcels was not 
connected, was discussed on Page V-5 of the DEIS and referenced the analysis 
contained in the DEIS Traffic Study. The bridge over the Wallkill River 
connecting the Amy’s Kitchen and SoS parcels will be completed in Phase I of 
the project and no access is proposed to Hartley Road other than emergency 
access. Regardless, the Applicant had previously identified potential 
improvements at the intersection of NYS Route 17M and Hartley Road/Gate 
School House Road, which included additional left-turn lanes on NYS Route 
17M and widening of Hartley Road in the immediate vicinity of the intersection 
to better accommodate truck turning maneuvers. Based on initial investigation, 
these improvements could be accommodated within the existing right-of-way, 
but would require travel lane and shoulder width reductions from the NYSDOT 
standards. In addition, a resurfacing of Hartley Road between NYS Route 17M 
and the Amy’s Kitchen site would also be required along with rehabilitation of 
the existing pavement in certain locations and clearing of vegetation along the 
roadway edges to improve sight distances. These improvements are not required 
and are not proposed to be completed by the Applicant since the Amy’s Kitchen 
development will have emergency access only to Hartley Road. 

 Existing Traffic Volumes – A comparison of the existing traffic volumes on US Comment 140:
6/17M between the intersections of Police Drive and Hartley Road suggests that 
the westbound through movement on US 6/17M at Maple Avenue may be low 
by 35 vehicles during the 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. peak hour. A review of the 
intersection capacity analyses for 2033 indicates that traffic on this movement is 
projected to approach capacity during this analysis period. (2016-05-
31_VHB_Traffic) 

Response: There are several existing uses along NYS Route 17M between Police Drive 
and Hartley Road including the Citgo Gas Station, Stewart’s Shops and Healey 
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Auto Dealership that could contribute to this minor volume imbalance. 
Regardless, the existing traffic volume figures for the Weekday PM Peak 
Highway Hour (4:30 to 5:30 PM) in the westbound direction at the intersection 
of Maple Avenue/6½ Station Road were reviewed and adjusted by the 35 
vehicles to maintain consistency between the NYS Route 17M intersections of 
Hartley Road and Police Drive for the westbound direction. The analysis has 
also been updated to reflect this adjustment. Table III-5 below summarizes the 
Existing, No-Build and Build conditions traffic analyses results for the Weekday 
PM Peak Highway Hour with these somewhat higher westbound through 
volumes. As indicated in the table, the additional 35 vehicles do not 
significantly impact the operation of the intersection. 

Table III-5 
Level of Service Summary Table 

2033 Build Conditions - Weekday PM Peak Highway Hour (4:30 PM-5:30 PM) 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change in 
Delay 

No-Build 
to Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

9 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 
6 1/2 Station Road/Maple 
Avenue 

Signalized           
            
            

             
Route 6/17M EB L 0.37 C 29.5 0.5 D 37.7 0.52 D 39.5 1.8 
  TR 0.89 C 20.5 0.92 C 26.5 0.93 C 28.9 2.4 
Route 6/17M WB L 0.09 C 20.3 0.10 C 25.3 0.10 C 26.5 1.2 
  TR 0.92 B 18.0 0.95 C 28.2 0.95 C 30.8 2.6 
6 1/2 Station Road NB LTR 0.49 C 25.7 0.57 C 31.7 0.59 C 33.1 1.4 
Maple Avenue SB LTR 0.46 C 25.7 0.50 C 30.7 0.5 C 31.9 1.2 

 Overall - C 20.6 - C 28.5 - C 30.7 2.2 
Notes: 
1. The above represents the Level of Service and vehicle delay in seconds, c [16.2], for each key approach of the unsignalized 

intersections as well as for each approach and the overall intersection for the signalized intersections. See Appendix "C" for a 
description of the Levels of Service. 

 

 No-Build Traffic Volumes – Apart from the carry-on effect of the potentially Comment 141:
low 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. westbound existing through volume on US 6/17M at 
Maple Avenue, all of the No-Build traffic volumes checked out. (2016-05-
31_VHB_Traffic) 

Response: As indicated in previous responses the traffic volumes at NYS Route 17M and 
Maple Avenue during the Weekday PM Peak Highway Hour (4:30 PM to 5:30 
PM) have been adjusted accordingly and the analysis was recomputed for the 
Existing, No-Build and Build Conditions. The results indicate that the additional 
35 vehicles do not significantly impact the operation of the intersection. 

 Trip Generation – The trip generation estimates were all considered acceptable. Comment 142:
See the discussion above regarding the optimal timing of shift changes. (2016-
05-31_VHB_Traffic) 
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Response: The trip generation estimates are based on actual operations at the existing 
Amy’s Kitchen Medford, Oregon facility and as indicated, are acceptable. As 
noted above at Response to Comment 136, if required by the Town of Goshen, 
the Applicant will agree to adjust the shift times up to one-half hour earlier such 
that the peak Amy’s traffic activity would occur from 5:30 AM to 6:00 AM in 
the morning and from 2:30 PM to 3:00 PM in the afternoon. 

 Arrival and Departure Patterns – The Arrival-Departure patterns show 10% of Comment 143:
arriving car traffic traveling on the northbound through movement across US 
6/17M from Gate Schoolhouse Road, instead of making a left-turn toward the 
site. This error was also reflected in the Site-generated and Build traffic 
volumes. 

The Arrival-Departure patterns show only 50% of departing car traffic turning 
right out of the site driveway instead of 60%, consistent with the remainder of 
the arrival and departure patterns. (2016-05-31_VHB_Traffic) 

Response: The arrival distributions for passenger vehicles (cars) shown on DEIS Figures 
III.H-12 and III.H-16 had included ten percent of the Amy’s Kitchen and Ver 
Hage Warehouse use traffic on the northbound through movement across NYS 
Route 17M from Gate Schoolhouse Road to Hartley Road. This has been 
adjusted on the Traffic Volume Figures contained in Appendix I of this FEIS 
(see Figures No. 22 and 26) to show this 10% of arrival traffic turning left from 
Gate Schoolhouse Road onto NYS Route 17M westbound towards the site 
access location. Note that no other intersections were affected by this change in 
the arrival distributions. 

The departure distributions for passenger vehicles (cars) shown on DEIS 
Figures III.H-13 and III.H-17 did not include the full departure amount for 
either the Ver Hage Warehouse or Amy’s Kitchen at the Site Access 
intersection with NYS Route 17M. An additional 10% of the departing traffic 
has been added to the right turn movement exiting the proposed access roadway. 
The figures have been updated accordingly in Appendix I of this FEIS (see 
Figures No. 23 and 27). Note that no other intersections were affected by this 
adjustment. 

 Site-Generated Traffic Volumes – The Arrival-Departure pattern issues Comment 144:
referenced above led to an under-assignment of traffic exiting the site driveway 
and making a right turn onto US 6/17M. (2016-05-31_VHB_Traffic) 

Response: The site generated traffic volumes figures have been revised to reflect the 
changes to the arrival and departure distributions discussed in the previous 
response. These are included in Appendix I of this FEIS (see Figures 32 
through 56). 
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 Build Traffic Volumes – In addition to the site-generated and existing traffic Comment 145:
volume issues identified above, it appears that the existing traffic on US 6/17M 
either turning right into or right out of the Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center 
driveway was not correctly reassigned for the weekday 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. peak 
period or for the Saturday peak period. (2016-05-31_VHB_Traffic) 

Response: A review of the 2033 No-Build and Build Traffic Volumes at the existing Mid-
Hudson Psychiatric Center driveway and the proposed Site Access location 
indicates that there were some minor variations in the redistribution of 
Psychiatric Center traffic volumes. These have been adjusted in each of the time 
periods and are reflected in the 2033 Build Traffic Volumes in Appendix I of 
this FEIS (see Figures 57 through 61). 

 Intersection Capacity Analyses – The intersection capacity analyses for the Comment 146:
intersection of US6/17M with Maple Avenue for the Existing, No-Build and 
Build conditions during the 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. peak hour did not reflect the 35 
vehicles discussed above. 

The intersection capacity analyses for the intersection of US6/17M with Gate 
Schoolhouse Road for the Existing, No-Build and Build conditions during all 
peak hours did not reflect the correct assignment of Site traffic discussed above. 
(2016-05-31_VHB_Traffic) 

Response: The intersection capacity analysis for NYS Route 17M and Maple Avenue/6½ 
Station Road for the Existing, No-Build and Build conditions during the 
Weekday PM Peak Highway Hour (4:30 PM to 5:30 PM) was recomputed as 
discussed in Response to Comment 140 above. As indicated in Table III-5, the 
additional 35 vehicles on the westbound approach do not significantly impact 
the operation of the Maple Avenue/6½ Station Road intersection. 

The capacity analyses for the intersections of NYS Route 17M and Hartley 
Road/Gate School House Road and NYS Route 17M and Training Center 
Lane/Site Access Roadway have also been recomputed to reflect the updated 
arrival and departure distributions and the changes to the redistributed traffic 
volumes from the Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center Driveway as discussed in the 
previous responses. The updated analysis results for these two intersections 
during each time period as well as the event conditions and the alternative 
access analysis without the Wallkill River Bridge are summarized in Tables 
III-6, III-7, and III-8 below. The results indicate that the adjustments to the 
arrival and departure distributions do not significantly change the results of the 
DEIS analysis and therefore the proposed mitigation measures identified in the 
DEIS remain unchanged. 
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Table III-6 
Level of Service Summary Table 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change in 
Delay 

No-Build 
to Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

Weekday AM Peak Hour of Amy's Generation (6:00 AM-7:00 AM) 
7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Training Center Lane 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.01 B 12.8 0.02 B 13.9 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.00 A 0.0 0.00 A 0.0 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.23 A 3.7 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.90 B 18.9 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.02 A 3.2 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.05 B 13.2 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.32 A 6.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.11 A 4.8 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.00 A 0.0 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.00 A 0.0 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.17 D 37.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.46 D 38.2 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - B 14.9 - 

8 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 
Gate Schoolhouse Road/Hartley 
Road 

Signalized                     
                      
                      

                        
Route 6/17M EB LTR 0.80 A 6.7 0.85 A 9.6 0.87 B 11.8 2.2 
Route 6/17M WB LTR 0.26 A 3.3 0.27 A 3.0 0.33 A 3.3 0.3 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR 0.19 B 17.7 0.25 C 21.7 0.32 C 23.4 1.7 
Hartley Road SB LTR 0.05 B 17.5 0.06 C 21.1 0.10 C 22.8 1.7 
  Overall - A 6.6 - A 8.9 - B 10.6 1.7 
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Table III-6 (cont’d) 
Level of Service Summary Table 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change in 
Delay 

No-Build 
to Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

Weekday AM Peak Highway Hour (7:30 AM-8:30 AM) 
7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Training Center Lane 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.06 B 13.4 0.07 B 14.6 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.44 F 64.7 0.66 F 115.1 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.27 B 10.1 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.95 C 29.4 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.08 A 5.1 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.23 C 20.7 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.74 B 14.8 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.06 A 5.6 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.18 D 44.0 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.25 C 33.7 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.39 D 44.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.27 D 35.2 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 22.7 - 

8 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 
Gate Schoolhouse Road/Hartley 
Road 

Signalized                     
                      
                      

                        
Route 6/17M EB LTR 0.83 B 10.1 0.90 B 17.4 0.92 C 20.9 3.5 
Route 6/17M WB LTR 0.51 A 5.3 0.55 A 5.7 0.58 A 6.2 0.5 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR 0.40 C 21.1 0.47 C 25.6 0.49 C 26.4 0.8 
Hartley Road SB LTR 0.14 C 20.1 0.16 C 24.1 0.16 C 24.6 0.5 
  Overall - A 9.5 - B 14.2 - B 16.3 2.1 
With Traffic Signal Timing Improvements                     
Route 6/17M EB LTR - - - - - - 0.92 B 19.9 2.5 
Route 6/17M WB LTR - - - - - - 0.57 A 6.1 0.4 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR - - - - - - 0.50 C 27.2 1.6 
Hartley Road SB LTR - - - - - - 0.16 C 25.3 1.2 
  Overall - - - - - - - B 15.8 1.6 

Weekday PM Peak Hour of Amy's Generation (3:00 PM-4:00 PM) 
7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Training Center Lane 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.00 A 9.2 0.01 A 9.5 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.25 F 51.7 0.37 F 77.3 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.77 C 34.4 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.56 A 4.9 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.01 A 1.8 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.00 A 6.0 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.97 C 32.3 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.09 A 4.7 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.24 D 45.6 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.09 D 39.6 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 1.10 F 175.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.16 A 3.0 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 25.6 - 
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Table III-6 (cont’d) 
Level of Service Summary Table 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change in 
Delay 

No-Build 
to Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

8 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 
Gate Schoolhouse Road/Hartley 
Road 

Signalized                     
                      
                      

                        
Route 6/17M EB LTR 0.59 A 6.2 0.64 A 7.1 0.71 A 9.1 2.0 
Route 6/17M WB LTR 0.78 A 8.4 0.86 B 13.7 0.91 B 19.4 5.7 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR 0.41 B 19.3 0.48 C 24.2 0.53 C 26.2 2.0 
Hartley Road SB LTR 0.09 B 18.1 0.10 C 22.2 0.13 C 23.8 1.6 
  Overall - A 8.6 - B 12.2 - B 16.1 3.9 

Weekday PM Peak Highway Hour (4:30 PM-5:30 PM) 
7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Training Center Lane 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.01 A 9.2 0.01 A 9.5 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.09 E 37.0 0.11 E 48.6 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.37 C 26.0 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.56 A 5.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.00 A 2.0 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.01 A 6.6 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.98 C 32.4 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.04 A 4.3 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.06 D 45.1 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.04 D 38.4 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.49 D 46.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.08 A 2.4 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 21.4 - 

8 U.S. Route 6/NYS ROUTE 17M 
& Gate Schoolhouse 
Road/Hartley Road 

Signalized                     
                      
                      

                        
Route 6/17M EB LTR 0.60 A 5.9 0.65 A 6.9 0.67 A 7.4 0.5 
Route 6/17M WB LTR 0.79 A 8.2 0.87 B 13.9 0.89 B 15.8 1.9 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR 0.39 B 19.6 0.46 C 24.6 0.48 C 25.4 0.8 
Hartley Road SB LTR 0.10 B 18.5 0.12 C 22.8 0.13 C 23.6 0.8 
  Overall - A 8.4 - B 12.1 - B 13.4 1.3 
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Table III-6 (cont’d) 
Level of Service Summary Table 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change in 
Delay 

No-Build 
to Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

Saturday Peak Hour 
7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Training Center Lane 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.05 A 9.8 0.06 B 10.2 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 1.04 F 143.7 1.48 F 321.8 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.20 B 15.3 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.87 C 25.0 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.16 B 10.8 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.22 B 14.4 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.92 C 29.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.03 A 7.0 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.68 C 32.4 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.40 C 29.0 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.36 C 31.0 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.56 C 31.0 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 26.2 - 

Saturday Peak Hour 
8 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Gate Schoolhouse Road/Hartley 
Road 

Signalized                     
                      
                      

                        
Route 6/17M EB LTR 0.61 A 6.3 0.66 A 6.5 0.68 A 6.6 0.1 
Route 6/17M WB LTR 0.59 A 6.1 0.63 A 6.2 0.63 A 6.2 0.0 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR 0.26 B 12.7 0.3 B 14.3 0.32 B 15.0 0.7 
Hartley Road SB LTR 0.07 B 12.3 0.08 B 13.7 0.09 B 14.4 0.7 
  Overall - A 6.8 - A 7.1 - A 7.2 0.1 

Notes: 
1. The above represents the Level of Service and vehicle delay in seconds, c [16.2], for each key approach of the unsignalized 

intersections as well as for each approach and the overall intersection for the signalized intersections. See Appendix "C" for a 
description of the Levels of Service. 
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Table III-7 
Level of Service Summary Table 

Science of the Soul Annual Event Conditions 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change 
in Delay 
No-Build 
To Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

Weekday Morning Event Peak Entry Period (8:30 AM-9:30 AM) 
7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Training Center Lane 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.06 B 13.4 0.07 B 14.3 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.44 F 64.7 0.60 F 98.5 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 1.21 F 139.8 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.76 A 7.4 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.06 A 1.7 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.13 B 14.7 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.93 D 40.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.97 D 50.5 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.21 D 50.5 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.67 E 71.8 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.40 D 51.3 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.06 A 10.0 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - D 50.2 - 

8 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 
Gate Schoolhouse Road/Hartley 
Road 

Signalized                     
                      
                      

                        
Route 6/17M EB LTR 0.83 B 10.1 0.88 B 15.1 0.94 C 25.5 10.4 
Route 6/17M WB LTR 0.51 A 5.3 0.54 A 5.5 1.04 F 49.8 44.3 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR 0.40 C 21.1 0.45 C 24.7 0.52 C 26.8 2.1 
Hartley Road SB LTR 0.14 C 20.1 0.16 C 23.3 0.44 C 26.2 2.9 
  Overall - A 9.5 - B 12.7 - D 37.0 24.3 
With Traffic Signal Timing Improvements                     
Route 6/17M EB LTR - - - - - - 0.89 B 17.6 2.5 
Route 6/17M WB LTR - - - - - - 0.98 C 32.2 26.7 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR - - - - - - 0.62 C 32.9 8.2 
Hartley Road SB LTR - - - - - - 0.51 C 29.4 6.1 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 26.2 13.5 

Weekday Morning Event Peak Exit Period (12:00 PM-1:00 PM) 
7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Training Center Lane 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.00 A 8.8 0.00 A 8.9 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.14 D 31.7 0.17 E 37.2 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.27 C 24.7 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.58 B 10.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.00 A 6.5 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.01 B 16.3 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.99 D 47.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.02 A 9.7 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.61 E 56.1 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.32 D 50.4 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 1.48 F 275.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 1.72 F 396.4 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - F 129.1 - 
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Table III-7 (cont’d) 

Level of Service Summary Table 
Science of the Soul Annual Event Conditions 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change 
in Delay 
No-Build 
To Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

8 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 
Gate Schoolhouse Road/ 
Hartley Road 

Signalized                     
                      
                      

                        
Route 6/17M EB LTR 0.50 A 5.6 0.55 A 5.8 0.83 B 10.3 4.5 
Route 6/17M WB LTR 0.39 A 6.8 0.73 A 7.2 0.72 A 7.4 0.2 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR 0.31 B 14.8 0.35 B 16.2 0.42 C 22.3 6.1 
Hartley Road SB LTR 0.08 B 14.2 0.09 B 15.4 0.10 C 20.9 5.5 
  Overall - A 7.1 - A 7.6 - B 10.0 2.4 

Weekday Afternoon Event Peak Entry Period (2:30 PM-3:30 PM) 
7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Training Center Lane 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.00 A 9.2 0.00 A 9.4 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.25 F 51.7 0.33 F 66.6 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 1.64 F 333.2 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.52 A 3.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.00 A 1.1 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.00 A 8.0 - 
   T - - - - - - 1.09 F 76.4 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.80 C 22.5 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.25 D 50.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.21 D 48.1 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 1.37 F 284.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.21 A 7.4 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - F 96.6 - 

8 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 
Gate Schoolhouse Road/Hartley 
Road 

Signalized                     
                      
                      

                        
Route 6/17M EB LTR 0.59 A 6.2 0.63 A 6.8 0.74 B 10.8 4.0 
Route 6/17M WB LTR 0.78 A 8.4 0.85 B 12.3 1.33 F 167.8 155.5 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR 0.41 B 19.3 0.46 C 23.2 0.55 C 26.9 3.7 
Hartley Road SB LTR 0.09 B 18.1 0.10 C 21.4 0.37 C 25.4 4.0 
  Overall - A 8.6 - B 11.3 - F 104.3 93.0 
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Table III-7 (cont’d) 
Level of Service Summary Table 

Science of the Soul Annual Event Conditions 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change 
in Delay 
No-Build 
To Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

Weekend Morning Event Peak Exit Period (12:00 PM-1:00 PM) 
7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Training Center Lane 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.05 A 9.8 0.06 B 10.1 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 1.04 F 143.7 1.35 F 266.2 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.35 D 45.1 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.91 D 37.4 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.17 B 15.6 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.37 D 43.0 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.96 D 46.4 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.03 B 12.0 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 1.07 F 153.0 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.79 E 77.3 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 1.13 F 114.4 - 
   R - - - - - - 1.16 F 127.7 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - E 72.6 - 

8 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 
Gate Schoolhouse Road/ 
Hartley Road 

Signalized                     
                      
                      

                        
Route 6/17M EB LTR 0.61 A 6.3 0.65 A 6.4 0.98 C 29.8 23.4 
Route 6/17M WB LTR 0.59 A 6.1 0.62 A 6.1 0.54 A 4.9 -1.2 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR 0.26 B 12.7 0.29 B 13.9 0.42 C 26.6 12.7 
Hartley Road SB LTR 0.07 B 12.3 0.08 B 13.3 0.11 C 25.1 11.8 
  Overall - A 6.8 - A 7.0 - C 20.9 13.9 

Weekend Afternoon Event Peak Entry Period (2:30 PM-3:30 PM) 
7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Training Center Lane 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.05 A 9.8 0.06 B 10.1 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 1.04 F 143.7 1.35 F 266.2 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 1.18 F 138.4 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.53 A 7.0 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.10 A 4.5 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.14 C 22.7 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.96 E 58.4 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.93 D 48.2 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.85 F 99.0 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.63 E 67.6 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.56 E 65.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.11 B 18.9 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - E 57.6 - 
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Table III-7 (cont’d) 
Level of Service Summary Table 

Science of the Soul Annual Event Conditions 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change 
in Delay 
No-Build 
To Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

8 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 
Gate Schoolhouse Road/ 
Hartley Road 

Signalized                     
                      
                      

                        
Route 6/17M EB LTR 0.61 A 6.3 0.65 A 6.4 0.60 A 6.6 0.2 
Route 6/17M WB LTR 0.59 A 6.1 0.62 A 6.1 0.95 C 23.6 17.5 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR 0.26 B 12.7 0.29 B 13.9 0.44 C 26.5 12.6 
Hartley Road SB LTR 0.07 B 12.3 0.08 B 13.3 0.46 C 27.1 13.8 
  Overall - A 6.8 - A 7.0 - B 18.2 11.2 

Notes: 
1. The above represents the Level of Service and vehicle delay in seconds, c [16.2], for each key approach of the unsignalized 

intersections as well as for each approach and the overall intersection for the signalized intersections. See Appendix "C" for a 
description of the Levels of Service. 
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Table III-8 
Level of Service Summary Table 

Without Wallkill River Bridge 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change in 
Delay 

No-Build 
To Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

Weekday AM Peak Hour of Amy's Generation (6:00 AM-7:00 AM) 
7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Training Center Lane 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.01 B 12.8 0.02 B 13.9 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0 A 0 0.00 A 0.0 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.02 A 2.7 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.98 C 29.9 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.02 A 2.6 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.07 C 20.6 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.32 A 4.0 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.01 A 2.6 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.00 A 0.0 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.00 A 0.0 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.04 D 36.1 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.15 D 36.7 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 23.6 - 

8 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & Gate 
Schoolhouse Road/Hartley Road 

Signalized                     
                      
                      

Route 6/17M EB LTR 0.80 A 6.7 0.85 A 9.6 1.07 F 56.1 46.5 
Route 6/17M WB LTR 0.26 A 3.3 0.27 A 3.0 0.34 A 3.4 0.4 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR 0.19 B 17.7 0.25 C 21.7 0.32 C 26.4 4.7 
Hartley Road SB LTR 0.05 B 17.5 0.06 C 21.1 0.34 C 27.1 6.0 
  Overall - A 6.6 - A 8.9 - D 42.1 33.2 
With Improvements                   - 
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.30 A 6.6 - 
   TR - - - - - - 0.92 C 20.2 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.00 A 0.0 - 
   TR - - - - - - 0.35 A 4.2 - 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB L - - - - - - 0.21 C 27.0 - 
   TR - - - - - - 0.21 C 28.4 - 
Hartley Road SB LTR - - - - - - 0.37 C 29.7 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - B 16.4 - 

 



Amy’s Kitchen/Science of the Soul 

09/28/2016 III-76  

Table III-8 (cont’d) 
Level of Service Summary Table 

Without Wallkill River Bridge 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change in 
Delay 

No-Build 
To Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

Weekday AM Peak Highway Hour (7:30 AM-8:30 AM) 
7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Training Center Lane 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.06 B 13.4 0.07 B 14.6 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.44 F 64.7 0.66 F 115.1 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.08 A 9.5 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.90 B 16.1 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.07 A 2.4 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.17 C 24.1 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.68 A 7.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.01 A 2.1 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.14 C 33.0 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.50 C 31.4 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.06 C 32.9 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.08 C 28.7 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - B 12.8 - 

8 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & Gate 
Schoolhouse Road/Hartley Road 

Signalized                     
                      
                      

Route 6/17M EB LTR 0.83 B 10.1 0.9 B 17.4 1.00 F 38.1 20.7 
Route 6/17M WB LTR 0.51 A 5.3 0.55 A 5.7 0.59 A 6.4 0.7 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR 0.40 C 21.1 0.47 C 25.6 0.49 C 26.5 0.9 
Hartley Road SB LTR 0.14 C 20.1 0.16 C 24.1 0.35 C 26.0 1.9 
  Overall - A 9.5 - B 14.2 - C 26.0 11.8 
With Improvements                   - 
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.17 A 9.9 - 
   TR - - - - - - 0.92 C 21.5 - 
ROUTE 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.06 C 26.9 - 
   TR - - - - - - 0.59 A 6.9 - 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB L - - - - - - 0.55 D 35.1 - 
   TR - - - - - - 0.15 C 32.2 - 
Hartley Road SB LTR - - - - - - 0.46 C 34.6 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - B 17.9 - 
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Table III-8 (cont’d) 
Level of Service Summary Table 

Without Wallkill River Bridge 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change in 
Delay 

No-Build 
To Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

Weekday PM Peak Hour of Amy's Generation (3:00 PM-4:00 PM) 
7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Training Center Lane 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.00 A 9.2 0.01 A 9.5 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.25 F 51.7 0.37 F 77.3 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.08 C 33.9 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.69 A 7.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.01 A 2.3 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.01 A 9.9 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.98 C 28.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.01 A 2.3 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.18 D 35.3 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.07 C 29.5 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.10 D 35.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.50 C 31.7 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 20.6 - 

8 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & Gate 
Schoolhouse Road/Hartley Road 

Signalized                     
                      
                      

Route 6/17M EB LTR 0.59 A 6.2 0.64 A 7.1 1.35 F 179.0 171.9 
Route 6/17M WB LTR 0.78 A 8.4 0.86 B 13.7 0.96 C 28.6 14.9 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR 0.41 B 19.3 0.48 C 24.2 0.56 C 27.5 3.3 
Hartley Road SB LTR 0.09 B 18.1 0.10 C 22.2 0.56 C 27.0 4.8 
  Overall - A 8.6 - B 12.2 - F 83.6 71.4 
With Improvements                   - 
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.87 E 63.7 - 
   TR - - - - - - 0.63 A 6.3 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.03 B 10.7 - 
   TR - - - - - - 1.02 F 46.9 - 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB L - - - - - - 0.86 E 71.4 - 
   TR - - - - - - 0.20 D 35.7 - 
Hartley Road SB LTR - - - - - - 0.92 E 78.0 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - D 38.5 - 

 



Amy’s Kitchen/Science of the Soul 

09/28/2016 III-78  

Table III-8 (cont’d) 
Level of Service Summary Table 

Without Wallkill River Bridge 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change in 
Delay 

No-Build 
To Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

Weekday PM Peak Highway Hour (4:30 PM-5:30 PM) 
7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Training Center Lane 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.01 A 9.2 0.01 A 9.5 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 0.09 E 37.0 0.11 E 48.6 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.08 C 31.8 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.65 A 7.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.00 A 2.8 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.01 A 9.8 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.97 C 28.2 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.01 A 2.8 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.05 C 34.3 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.03 C 27.3 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.16 C 34.5 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.36 C 28.8 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 20.5 - 

8 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & Gate 
Schoolhouse Road/Hartley Road 

Signalized                     
                      
                      

Route 6/17M EB LTR 0.6 A 5.9 0.65 A 6.9 0.76 A 8.9 2.0 
Route 6/17M WB LTR 0.79 A 8.2 0.87 B 13.9 0.89 B 15.5 1.6 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR 0.39 B 19.6 0.46 C 24.6 0.47 C 25.3 0.7 
Hartley Road SB LTR 0.10 B 18.5 0.12 C 22.8 0.29 C 24.6 1.8 
  Overall - A 8.4 - B 12.1 - B 14.1 2.0 
With Improvements                   - 
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.35 C 29.5 - 
   TR - - - - - - 0.66 A 6.6 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.05 B 11.0 - 
   TR - - - - - - 0.91 B 18.2 - 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB L - - - - - - 0.5 C 3.2 - 
   TR - - - - - - 0.19 C 29.8 - 
Hartley Road SB LTR - - - - - - 0.35 C 30.9 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - B 15.8 - 
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Table III-8 (cont’d) 
Level of Service Summary Table 

Without Wallkill River Bridge 

 

2015 Existing 2033 No-Build 2033 Build Change in 
Delay 

No-Build 
To Build V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay V/C LOS Delay 

Saturday Peak Hour 
7 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & 

Training Center Lane 
Unsignalized                     

                      
                        
Route 6/17M WB L 0.05 A 9.8 0.06 B 10.2 - - - - 
Training Center Lane NB LR 1.04 F 143.7 1.48 F 321.8 - - - - 
                        
With Turning Lanes and Signalization                     
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.08 B 14.0 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.87 C 22.8 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.16 A 9.7 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.21 B 13.3 - 
   T - - - - - - 0.91 C 26.5 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.01 A 5.7 - 
Training Center Lane NB LT - - - - - - 0.67 C 30.3 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.44 C 28.2 - 
Site Access SB LT - - - - - - 0.16 C 30.7 - 
   R - - - - - - 0.33 C 29.8 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - C 23.9 - 

8 U.S. Route 6/NYS Route 17M & Gate 
Schoolhouse Road/Hartley Road 

Signalized                     
                      
                      

Route 6/17M EB LTR 0.61 A 6.3 0.66 A 6.5 0.69 A 6.7 0.2 
Route 6/17M WB LTR 0.59 A 6.1 0.63 A 6.2 0.64 A 6.4 0.2 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB LTR 0.26 B 12.7 0.3 B 14.3 0.31 B 14.9 0.6 
Hartley Road SB LTR 0.07 B 12.3 0.08 B 13.7 0.29 B 15.3 1.6 
  Overall - A 6.8 - A 7.1 - A 7.6 0.5 
With Improvements                   - 
Route 6/17M EB L - - - - - - 0.11 A 7.7 - 
   TR - - - - - - 0.84 B 11.6 - 
Route 6/17M WB L - - - - - - 0.04 A 7.7 - 
   TR - - - - - - 0.84 B 11.7 - 
Gate Schoolhouse Road NB L - - - - - - 0.29 B 19.7 - 
   TR - - - - - - 0.13 C 20.4 - 
Hartley Road SB LTR - - - - - - 0.36 C 21.6 - 
  Overall - - - - - - - B 12.7 - 

Notes: 
1. The above represents the Level of Service and vehicle delay in seconds, c [16.2], for each key approach of the unsignalized 

intersections as well as for each approach and the overall intersection for the signalized intersections. See Appendix "C" for a 
description of the Levels of Service. 

 

 Please confirm that all new lanes on State Route 17M and the new traffic signal Comment 147:
will be NYSDOT maintained. Orange County will only accept ownership and 
maintenance responsibility for Training Center Lane outside the State highway 
right-of-way. The developer should be responsible for coordinating any 
easements or right-of-way acquisitions necessary to install the new traffic signal 
and traffic signal detection loops. (2016-06-10_OCDPW Report) 
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Response: The lane geometry improvements along NYS Route 17M will all be within the 
NYSDOT Right-of-Way upon transfer of jurisdiction from the New York State 
Office of Mental Health/Office of General Services to the NYSDOT. The 
NYSDOT will also maintain the proposed traffic signal and equipment and the 
new turning lanes. Any easements required for signal equipment along Training 
Center Lane will be coordinated with the NYSDOT and Orange County DPW 
by the Applicant. 

 Chapter III.H recommends that the CR50/McVeigh Road intersection will need Comment 148:
to be changed to all-way Stop control to handle future traffic volumes. All of the 
future ‘build’ scenarios in the report assume this intersection will be changed to 
an all-way Stop. It is the County’s preference to maintain CR50 as a through 
road both now and in the future. What alternative improvements could be 
implemented to provide a similar level of service at this intersection? Also, 
identify what modifications would be implemented at the side road intersections 
for Mason Place and Echo Lake Road as part of improvements to the 
CR50/McVeigh Rd. intersection. (2016-06-10_OCDPW Report) 

Response: The proposed All-Way Stop control at CR 50/McVeigh Road was identified as a 
possible method of improvement to the current operating conditions on the 
McVeigh Road westbound approach during the Weekday PM Peak Hour of 
Amy’s Kitchen Generation (3:00 PM to 4:00 PM) during which time this 
approach currently operates at a LOS F with a delay of 56.4 seconds. Under the 
2033 No-Build conditions this approach is expected to operate at a LOS F with 
a delay of 135.3 seconds. The All-Way Stop alternative would improve the 
operation of this approach. However, the Proposed Project is not anticipated to 
add any additional traffic to the westbound approach at this intersection. It 
should be noted that all other time periods are anticipated to operate at 
acceptable Levels of Service.  

Further investigation of this intersection indicates that some pruning of 
vegetation to improve sight lines looking north and south from the McVeigh 
Road eastbound and westbound approaches would be beneficial to the operation 
of the intersection. Also, restriping of the stop bars on these approaches may 
also be helpful to reinforce the stop location for drivers. These modifications 
would improve the operation and safety of this intersection.  

Echo Lake Road at C.R. 50 is a one-way roadway traversing in a northeasterly 
direction away from C.R. 50 towards an intersection with McVeigh Road. There 
is an existing back-to-back one-way sign posted on the north side of the 
intersection. It is recommended that this sign be replaced with oversized one-
way signs to increase visibility. An additional oversized back-to-back one-way 
sign could be placed on the south side of the intersection as well. 

Mason Place runs between intersections with C.R. 50 and McVeigh Road in a 
northeast/southwest direction. The roadway, which intersects C.R. 50 at a 
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skewed intersection, could be restriped with a double yellow centerline and 
yield markings at its intersection with C.R.50 and a stop bar at its intersection 
with McVeigh Road. Another alternative would be to modify Mason Place to a 
one-way southbound roadway. This would eliminate existing conflicts resulting 
from vehicles exiting Mason Place onto C.R. 50. These movements could be 
accommodated at the McVeigh Road/C.R. 50 intersection. 

 Why is Hartley Road being used for emergency access only? Hartley Road Comment 149:
should instead be used as another connection to integrate the town roads and 
more effectively move traffic. Providing access to Hartley Road will improve 
traffic flow. Hartley Road connected to Cheechunk, which runs parallel to I-
86/17 and has easy access to this major highway instead of funneling all traffic 
on 17 M, which could cause increased congestion. (2016-06-06_Mary Israelski) 

Response: Hartley Road is not proposed for regular access to the site for several reasons 
including security for the site, to limit potential traffic increases and safety 
issues (as well as associated noise) on local roads, including the intersection of 
Hartley Road and NYS Route 17M, and to have all truck traffic enter to and 
from the State Highway System. Furthermore, the traffic analysis presented in 
the DEIS demonstrates that, with the proposed mitigation measures, the area 
roadways and intersections will operate similar to future no-build conditions 
with the single access point to NYS Route 17M opposite Training Center Lane. 

 On a recent visit to the Orange County Landfill, I personally counted 94 cars in Comment 150:
line at the traffic light by Stewart’s heading towards Goshen. It has been said 
that a traffic study found Amy’s Kitchen would not have an effect on traffic. 
How could that be possible with that number of cars in line at 8:30 am, without 
Amy’s Kitchen even operating yet? It took me six minutes and twenty-five 
seconds to exit the landfill on a left turn towards Middletown. The traffic study 
must be wrong. (2016-06-06_Torcivia) 

Response: There are currently long queues experienced in the eastbound direction in the 
morning peak hours and in the westbound direction in the afternoon peak hours 
during weekdays at area intersections. Signal timing modifications have been 
recommended to address these conditions at the intersections of NYS Route 
17M & 6 ½ Station Road/Maple Avenue, NYS Route 17M & Lower Road/C.R. 
50 and NYS Route 17M & Hartley Road/Gate Schoolhouse Road. Delays 
currently experienced exiting the Orange County Transfer Station are also 
common. These delays will be mitigated by the relocation of Training Center 
Lane to the west of its current location to align opposite the proposed site access 
roadway. This intersection will include separate left turn and right turn lanes in 
the eastbound and westbound directions on NYS Route 17M as well as two 
lanes on Training Center Lane and the Site Access approaches. The intersection 
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will be signalized thereby mitigating the existing delays, which are currently 
experienced exiting Training Center Lane.  

 The traffic study identifies that the Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility will Comment 151:
address peak traffic flows by modifying worker shift time. The document does 
not state how these times will be enforced. In addition, some of the times will 
closely coincide to peak hourly traffic on the Route 17M corridor. (2016-06-
06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: As indicated, the Applicant has identified specific shift times for employees of 
the Amy’s Kitchen facility to help avoid primary interaction with the peak 
commuter time periods and times of the busiest school bus traffic on the 
adjacent roadway system. If required by the Town of Goshen, the Applicant will 
agree to adjust the shift times up to one-half hour earlier such that the peak 
Amy’s traffic activity would occur from 5:30 AM to 6:00 AM in the morning 
and from 2:30 PM to 3:00 PM in the afternoon. The shift times will be identified 
in the Lead Agency’s Findings Statement and Special Permit approvals 

 The report identifies that existing mass transit including buses along the Route Comment 152:
17M corridor will be utilized. These buses are typically commuter buses picking 
up and discharging passengers in designated areas. Use of the commuter bus 
system seems impractical. (2016-06-06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: There is an existing bus stop along NYS Route 17M at the Mid-Hudson 
Psychiatric Center Driveway. This bus stop location is expected to be 
maintained in the future and could also be utilized by employees of the Amy’s 
Kitchen facility.  

 Traffic signal changes are recommended in various scenarios in the traffic Comment 153:
study. No identification of the post modification levels of service at each of the 
intersections is provided in the narrative report. (2016-06-
06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: Traffic signal timing modifications were recommended at the intersection of 
NYS Route 17M & 6 ½ Station Road/Maple Avenue, NYS Route 17M & 
Lower Road/C.R. 50 and NYS Route 17M & Hartley Road/Gate Schoolhouse 
Road under typical conditions. Page III.H-22 of the DEIS indicates that with the 
proposed traffic signal timing modifications and Proposed Project related traffic, 
the Lower Road/C.R. 50 intersection would operate at similar Levels of Service 
to future 2033 No-Build conditions without any improvements. The results of 
the analysis with and without the traffic signal timing modifications are 
summarized in DEIS Tables III.H-2 through III.H-6 for each of the peak 
periods. 
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The discussion of NYS Route 17M and Hartley Road/Gate Schoolhouse Road 
on Page III.H-24 of the DEIS indicated that “some minor signal timing 
improvements have also been identified for this intersection to maximize the 
intersection efficiency under future conditions.” However the future Levels of 
Service with the proposed modifications were not provided in this discussion, 
although they were summarized in DEIS Tables III.H-2 through III.H-6. 
Regardless, the analysis of this intersection both with and without the traffic 
signal timing improvements has been revised based on previous comments. This 
analysis and the results are discussed in Response to Comment 146. 

 The intersection of NYS Route 17M and I-84West off-ramp is identified as Comment 154:
having “a high rate of accidents.” This is attributed to the stop sign control on 
the west bound off-ramp approach. Mitigation measures further in the report 
identify that this intersection is to be modified to a yield, rather than a stop 
intersection. An analysis of this modification should be included in the report to 
include queuing to identify gaps and accident analysis at similar yield type 
intersections with similar traffic volumes. (2016-06-06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: As indicated by the Town of Goshen’s Traffic Consultant (VHB), while the 
project might have a significant adverse impact at the intersection of the I-84 
westbound ramp with westbound US 6/17M, the increase in delay will be less 
than 5 seconds due to Amy’s Kitchen’s daily operations. The high accident rate 
on the westbound I-84 off-ramp at westbound US 6/17M (and delays on that 
approach) are a function of the inadequate design to accommodate the volume 
of traffic on that movement, to which the project will be adding no traffic. Any 
additional modifications to the signing and control of the I-84 westbound off 
ramp to NYS Rout 17M westbound will be coordinated by the Applicant with 
NYSDOT as part of the Highway Work Permit process. 

 The analysis identifies that signal changes for existing signal controlled Comment 155:
intersections could be implemented in the existing and build condition. 
Significant reductions in level of service may result if the signal changes are not 
approved by the NYSDOT. An analysis of the proposed signal changes and 
levels of service at the intersections should be provided for review. (2016-06-
06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: Traffic signal timing modifications were recommended at the intersections of 
NYS Route 17M & Lower Road/C.R. 50 and NYS Route 17M & Hartley 
Road/Gate Schoolhouse Road under typical conditions. These modifications 
were recommended to accommodate both existing and future traffic volumes at 
these intersections. The analyses of these intersections with these proposed 
timing modifications are contained in Appendix “D” of the DEIS Traffic Impact 
Study which is provided in Appendix “H” of the DEIS. The results of these 
analyses were summarized in Tables III.H-2 through III.H-6. 
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 It is noted in the Science of the Soul regional and national events evaluation that Comment 156:
the onsite manufacturing facility will continue to operate. It is recommended 
that the access to the events be scheduled away from the peak employee arrival 
time frames. This will push the regional and national events into the peak traffic 
times along the 17M corridor. (2016-06-06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: It is possible that the Amy’s Kitchen facility could be operational during the 
times of the Science of the Soul Regional or National Conferences. However, 
the events at SoS typically occur on weekends when the Amy’s Kitchen facility 
is typically closed with the exception of cleaning and/or maintenance 
operations. If a SoS event were to occur on a weekday the shift times at the 
Amy’s Kitchen facility could be coordinated with the event time periods for that 
day such that the shift times and peak periods of entering and exiting traffic of 
the SoS event do not overlap. The traffic analyses of SoS Event conditions as 
well as the updated analyses discussed above for the SoS Event conditions 
assume that the Amy’s Kitchen facility is fully operational during those events 
in order to provide a conservative (“worst case”) analysis of future SoS Event 
traffic conditions. 

 Traffic mitigation identified as “traffic demand management and parking” states Comment 157:
that the project sponsor will employ several initiatives, including off peak starts, 
staggering of shifts and carpooling. How these will be required, monitored, and 
implemented should be addressed. Enforceable conditions through a developer’s 
agreement, map notes or other legal mechanisms should be required to enforce 
the mitigation measures identified. (2016-06-06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: The SEQRA Findings and Site Plan approval will include these in an 
appropriate format as required by the Lead Agency. 

 Golf Links Road (CR50)/McVeigh Road is identified as experiencing a Comment 158:
reduction in level of service to LOS F during the p.m. peak hour. In addition 
significant delays are identified under other peak time frames. The report 
identifies that an analysis of the intersection with an All way stop control was 
conducted for each of the peak periods indicating that the intersection would 
operate at LOS C or better on all approaches during the peak hours. This 
analysis should be provided for review and identified in the document. (2016-
06-06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: The analysis of the Golf Links Road (C.R.50)/McVeigh Road intersection was 
contained in Appendix “D” of the DEIS Traffic Impact Study which was 
provided as Appendix “H” of the DEIS. The analysis is discussed on Page III.H-
25 of the DEIS. 

 The DEIS identifies that one regional two-day conference and one national Comment 159:
three-day conference are proposed with approximately 1,200-12,000 attendees. 
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The document should identify how the number of events will be 
permitted/controlled as once the project is approved it would be difficult to 
prevent/monitor how the facility is utilized. Will a developer’s agreement/legal 
restrictions be imposed on the site to control uses? (2016-06-
06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: The Town of Goshen Planning Board, as Lead Agency, may impose these items 
as condition of Special Permit approval. The Lead Agency will restrict the 
number and frequency of events to be held on the SoS property to what was 
presented and analyzed in the DEIS. 

 The traffic analysis assumes 40% of arrivals by bus for the National event. This Comment 160:
conflicts with information provided by SoS that 20% of attendees arrive via bus 
at their California and North Carolina facilities. This number should be justified 
as a significant number of additional vehicle trips will be generated should the 
20% utilized at other facilities be the actual number. In addition, the location of 
bus staging pick-ups should be provided. (2016-06-06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: The higher percentage of bus arrivals of the proposed Goshen SoS facility is 
based on information from SoS regarding the location of potential attendees. It 
is anticipated that 65-70% of attendees will travel from a distance of over 200 
miles for the event with up to 30% traveling from a distance of over 500 miles 
including via long distance bus groups and air travel. SoS has estimated that 
approximately 60% of attendees will stay in area hotels. SoS organizes shuttle 
busses from clusters of area hotels to the event site. Off-site parking locations 
could also be utilized with shuttle busing to the site if required (see Figure I-30). 
Based on this the Applicant believes that the 40% of arrivals by bus for the 
national event can be achieved and is appropriate for the traffic analysis of event 
conditions. 

Buses are anticipated to originate from clusters of area hotels as well as group 
buses for attendees from closer locations. 130 bus parking spaces will be 
provided on the site. 

 The document states SoS encourages carpooling to their events, and based on Comment 161:
experience at their Petaluma and Fayettville locations a car occupancy of 
between 3.3 and 3.8 persons per vehicle can be expected. While the analysis for 
the Goshen site identifies a “somewhat conservative ratio of 3.5 persons per 
vehicle,” the conservative rate would be the 3.3 persons per vehicle. Utilizing 
the 3.5 persons per vehicle, it identifies that 7,000 attendees can be 
accommodated in the 2,000 car parking spaces. This leaves 5,000 additional 
attendees anticipated without a method of access to the site. If bus utilization is 
lower than estimated and similar to other facilities, a significant increase in 
parking would be required. (2016-06-06_Wawayanda_MHE) 
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Response: If the vehicle occupancy ratio experienced at the proposed SoS location is 
actually 3.3 persons per vehicle rather than the 3.5 persons per vehicle analyzed 
in the DEIS, this would accommodate 6,742 people within the 2,043 parking 
spaces proposed to be provided on the site. Therefore assuming the 60% of 
attendees arriving by car, this would leave approximately 258 attendees 
unserved, which would equate to approximately 80 excess vehicles arriving at 
the site. These vehicles could be accommodated at the Strong Farm site, which 
is proposed to be utilized for volunteer parking, but is expected to have 
additional capacity that could be utilized in the event of necessary overflow 
parking (see Figure I-30). See also previous response regarding anticipated bus 
arrivals. 

 The basis for the 50/50 split traffic distribution should be provided. Many of the Comment 162:
hotels in the area are located west of the project site in the city of Middletown, 
Wallkill, and Wawayanda area with minimal hotels located to the south and 
east. (2016-06-06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: The SoS National Conference is expected to require the need for 3,000 to 5,000 
hotel rooms to accommodate attendees of the event. The hotels located in the 
City of Middletown, and Towns of Chester, Goshen, Wallkill, and Wawayanda, 
will likely be utilized, but other area hotels further from the site are also 
anticipated to be utilized including hotels in Newburgh, Fishkill, Woodbury, 
New Paltz, Poughkeepsie, Monticello, Rockland County and even more 
remotely from New York City, Northern New Jersey and Eastern Pennsylvania. 

 The traffic study identifies that manned police traffic control will be utilized Comment 163:
during events at a majority of the intersections. The traffic study does not 
identify levels of service, which can be maintained utilizing manned police 
traffic control. The document identifies this procedure utilized at the Bethel 
Woods facility in Sullivan County. Those familiar with this facility are aware of 
several hours long traffic jams associated with events utilizing police traffic 
control at this venue. (2016-06-06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: As experienced at the SoS Petaluma, California and Fayetteville, North Carolina 
locations, the periods of arrival and departure for the National Conference are 
anticipated to be spread over a three hour period both prior to the start and after 
the end of an event. The delays experienced at the Bethel Woods facility in 
Sullivan County are associated with the surge of traffic exiting the facility, 
which generally occurs over a much shorter time period immediately after those 
events. At the SoS events, there is typically a meal service after the main event, 
and attendees are encouraged to linger and picnic on the grounds. This results in 
a more disbursed exit of traffic volumes than those departing from the Bethel 
Woods facility. 
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 The document appears to identify that several events during the day will occur Comment 164:
during regional and national conventions. It appears that participants are 
encouraged to leave the site in between events causing several waves of traffic 
to occur during the regional and national events. Timing of traffic control 
manpower and resources should be identified in the document. (2016-06-
06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: As indicated on Page III.H-30 of the DEIS the National and Regional SoS  
Conferences could either be morning or evening events, but morning events are 
more typical. There would only be one event per day and therefore there would 
not be several waves of traffic, only entering traffic prior to an event and exiting 
traffic after an event. There are typically other activities and discussions that 
occur after the main event is over that result in a prolonged disbursal of exiting 
traffic over a three (3) hour period.  

 The document identifies that manned police traffic control practices are Comment 165:
employed by SoS at their Petaluma and Fayettville facilities. Information 
regarding travel time through the major roadway corridors at these facilities 
during events should be provided. (2016-06-06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: Manned police traffic control is employed on arterials and collectors leading to 
major roadway corridors near the SoS Petaluma and Fayetville facilities. 
Impacts to traffic on major roadway corridors adjacent to these facilities has 
been negligible because the event traffic flow is distributed to multiple access 
points and is a small fraction of the total major roadway traffic volume. Those 
same conditions do not exist in Goshen; so any travel time data from Petaluma 
or Fayetville would not be comparable. However, the number of people and 
patterns of dispersal for entering and exiting the facility is relevant, and that data 
was used to model the anticipated conditions on the local roadway network in 
Goshen. 

 The document states that “another option to help distribute traffic volumes along Comment 166:
the exit period after the events would be to request permission to use the 
emergency access connection to Echo Lake Road.” An analysis of any use of 
the emergency access and traffic impacts associated with it should be provided. 
The emergency access road would most likely be an important site access 
during the regional and national conferences. Emergency vehicle access through 
all roadways should be addressed. The Town of Wawayanda currently does not 
support the use of the emergency access for anything other than emergency 
vehicles. (2016-06-06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: Alternative 2 in the DEIS evaluates potential use of the existing emergency 
access driveway as an alternative egress for SoS event traffic. The DEIS 
indicates that “[d]irecting some exiting vehicles from the SoS parking areas to 
Echo Lake Road could decrease traffic delays experienced on NYS Route 17M 
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and would not be likely to affect overall traffic conditions on Echo Lake Road, 
Cheechunk Road, or Owens Road. These local roads are generally lightly 
travelled and would only experience increased traffic during limited time 
periods associated with the SoS National Conference or Regional Conference. It 
is likely that a police officer would have to be posted at the secondary egress 
during the hour or two following a National Conference or Regional Conference 
to control exiting traffic and ensure safe operating conditions along Echo Lake 
Road. 

 Shuttles are identified as being provided for off-site parking, including the Comment 167:
Strong Farm overflow parking. The document does not identify the Strong Farm 
being utilized for parking during events and only identifies it as volunteer 
parking, whose arrival is several hours before the event. If Strong Farm parking 
is utilized for the events, the analysis should be modified to identify the number 
of vehicles accessing this site and the impact of this traffic on the town roads. 
(2016-06-06_Wawayanda_MHE) 

Response: It is not anticipated that the Strong Farm site will be required for use of parking 
for attendees of the Regional or National Conference. As indicated in the DEIS, 
the Strong Farm site will be utilized for parking of event volunteers. 
Furthermore, volunteers are expected to arrive before the three hour period of 
attendee arrivals and after the three hour period of attendee departures and 
therefore would not have a significant impact on traffic operations in the 
vicinity of the site. Should additional parking be required, however, Figure I-30 
indicates the locations and amounts of potential overflow parking at the Strong 
Farm. Any additional traffic would be handled in the same manner as described 
and implemented in the Traffic Management Plan. 

 My concern is that County Route 50 will become a major pass-through for the Comment 168:
deliveries to and from Amy’s, especially for those going or coming from 17W. I 
also hope that no traffic will be routed on Echo Lake Road? What is the plan? 
(2016-06-10_Pearlman) 

Response: The proposed Amy’s Kitchen/SoS development will only be accessed via the 
proposed access road connection to NYS Route 17M. Connections to Hartley 
Road from the Amy’s Kitchen portion of the site and to Echo Lake Road from 
the SoS portion of the site will be for emergency use only. No truck traffic will 
utilize CR 50 or Echo Lake Road as NYS Route 17M will provide the most 
convenient access to Interstate 84 and NYS Route 17 from the project site. 
Since the only access to the site will be to/from NYS Route 17M it is not 
anticipated that a significant portion of the site generated traffic will utilized CR 
50 or Echo Lake Road/Cheechunk Road. As indicated in the Arrival and 
Departure Distributions shown on DEIS Figures III.H-12 through III.H-21, the 
percentage of site traffic utilize each of these roadways is 5% or less of the 
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development traffic, which equates to approximately 20 additional vehicles 
during the highest peak hour. 

 The DEIS indicates up to 12,000 National Conference attendees (including Comment 169:
volunteers) and anticipates between 20% (2,400) and 40% (4,800) attendees will 
arrival by bus. If the remaining 7,200 to 9,600 attendees arrive by car, with an 
average occupancy of three (3) attendees per car, approximately 2,400 – 3,200 
stalls are required. The SoS site includes 2,043 parking stalls. We understand 
Strong Farm will be used for volunteer parking (DEIS Figure II-15 shows an 
approximate 25-acre area (by scale) for parking) during the National 
Conference. We estimate parking for up to 1,160 vehicles at Strong Farm may 
be necessary. Although use of Strong Farm would be limited to one (1) event 
per year, impact could be considerable. We suggest the Applicant further 
discuss the parking plan relative to Strong Farm including shuttling of 
volunteers from Strong Farm to the SoS site (i.e. will modification of current 
deed restriction by Orange County be necessary to use Echo Lake access or will 
shuttles from Strong Farm utilize Amy’s Hartley Road access or the NYS Route 
17M access). (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: As indicated in the Response to Comment 160 the anticipated 40% arrivals by 
bus to the SoS National Conference is based on an analysis by SoS of how 
participants would likely travel to the Goshen conference center. It is anticipated 
that 65 to 70% of attendees will travel from a distance of over 200 miles for the 
event with up to 30% traveling from a distance of over 500 miles including via 
long distance bus groups and air travel. SoS has estimated that approximately 
60% of attendees will stay in area hotels. SoS organizes shuttle busses from 
clusters of area hotels to the event site. Based on this the Applicant believes that 
the 40% of arrivals by bus for the National Conference can be achieved and is 
appropriate for the traffic analysis of event conditions. Buses are anticipated to 
originate from clusters of area hotels as well as group buses for attendees from 
closer locations. 130 bus parking spaces will be provided on the site. As a result 
it is not anticipated that the use of the Strong Farm site for additional parking by 
attendees will be required.  

Regardless SoS has estimated that if the need arises to utilize this additional 
parking location, the Strong Farm site could accommodate parking for 
approximately 350 volunteer vehicles and up to 2,400 attendee vehicles (see 
Figure I-30). If this were to be utilized a van shuttle stop could be provided on 
the Strong Farm site to shuttle attendees to the event or, with safety measures 
such as police officers and safety cones in place, they could walk along Echo 
Lake Road towards the event site. This would likely be of short duration, one to 
two hours per day on a weekend. Furthermore, SoS could direct certain arrive 
attendees to utilize the NYS Route 17 Exit 122A interchange at Fletcher Road to 
access the Strong Farm site such that there would be no additional traffic along 
NYS Route 17M and/or Hartley Road. 
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TRAINING CENTER LANE 

 Chapter I and Chapter III.H are not consistent with each other regarding the Comment 170:
length of the left and right turn lanes on State Route 17M for Training Center 
Lane and the new Site Access road. There is also a discrepancy in the distance 
that Training Center Lane will move. (2016-06-10_OCDPW Report) 

Response: Based on the current Highway Improvement Plans for the NYS Route 
17M/Training Center Lane intersection improvements, the eastbound left turn 
lane is proposed to be 185 feet long with an 86 foot taper and the eastbound 
right turn lane is proposed to be 100 feet long with a 75 foot taper. The 
westbound left turn lane is proposed to be 200 feet with an 86 foot taper and the 
westbound right turn lane is proposed to be 125 feet with a 75 foot taper. 
Training Center Lane is proposed to be relocated approximately 200 feet west of 
its current location. 

 Please clarify when the relocation of Training Center Lane will begin. We Comment 171:
believe that all changes and improvements to Training Center Lane should be 
built at the same time as the proposed site access road, at the start of 
construction. Such work should include the installation and activation of the 
new traffic signal at the proposed intersection. We believe that completing the 
construction of the new intersection at the start of the project will help limit the 
impacts that construction will have on traffic. (2016-06-10_OCDPW Report) 

Response: The relocation of Training Center Lane will be completed at the same time as 
the entrance improvements along NYS Route 17M including the installation of 
the traffic signal. These improvements are proposed to commence at the start of 
construction and therefore will be in place for use during the substantial 
construction of the development. 

TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDY METHODOLOGY & ANALYSES 

 One of the most significant impacts associated with Amy’s Kitchen, the Ver Comment 172:
Hage warehouse and Science of the Soul events is traffic impact. Normally 
traffic impact studies, analyses and documentation follow a logical step-by-step, 
progression that is transparent, rational and easy to follow. For example, most 
traffic impact studies document existing conditions, along with trips from other 
nearby major development (yet to be built), background traffic growth, as well 
as trips generated by a subject project. This information is usually presented in 
tables indicating vehicular trips generated and diagrams (maps) showing 
vehicular directional flow for each use by timeframe in a logical sequence. 
(2016-06-10_OrangeCounty)  

Response: The Traffic Impact Study for the Amy’s Kitchen/SoS Development dated April 
22, 2016 as contained in Appendix “H” of the DEIS, follows industry standard 
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procedures for analysis of traffic impacts associated with a potential 
development. The 2015 Existing Traffic Volumes were grown to a 2033 
(Estimated time of Completion Plus 10 Years) design year using a background 
growth factor of 0.5% per year. Traffic for other potential or approved 
developments in the area of the site was considered and added to the roadway 
network to determine the 2033 No-Build Traffic Volumes. The 2015 Existing, 
2033 Project and Other Development Traffic Volume figures were not included 
as part of the DEIS Traffic Section, however were shown on Figures No. 2 
through 16 contained in Appendix “A” of the Traffic Impact Study.  

Table III.H-7 of the DEIS summarizes the trip generation estimates for the 
proposed development during typical conditions (non SoS Event conditions). 
These development generated traffic volumes were then added to the roadway 
network based on Arrival and Departure distributions developed for each 
portion of the proposed development, which are summarized on DEIS Figures 
III.H-12 through III.H-21. The resulting Site Generated Traffic Volumes were 
then added to the 2033 No-Build Traffic Volumes to obtain the 2033 Build 
Traffic Volumes. The Site Generated Traffic Volumes for each of the proposed 
development uses are summarized on Figures No. 32 through 56 contained in 
Appendix “A” of the Traffic Impact Study. 

The 2015 Existing, 2033 No-Build and 2033 Build conditions were fully 
analyzed utilizing the 2010 Highway Capacity Manual analysis procedures and 
the Synchro Version 8 analysis software. The analysis results for each of the 
time periods analyzed are summarized in DEIS Tables III.H-2 through III.H-6 
and as any subsequent revisions are included in this FEIS as discussed above. 

 For example, different sections of the traffic impact study use different traffic Comment 173:
volumes to calculate levels of service and traffic impact for the same 
intersection and timeframe. In addition, the total trips calculated for Amy’s, the 
Ver Hage Warehouse use and Science of the Soul in Table III.H-7 on page 
III.H-18 are erroneous. In some sections of this table, total trucks are used and 
in others total truck equivalents are summed to attain total trips by timeframe. 
The trips indicated in this table also do not coincide with the trips used to 
calculate levels of service for the various timeframes studied. In addition, in 
some sections of the traffic impact study, trips generated by Amy’s are co-
mingled with trips generated by the Mid-Hudson Psych Center, making it is 
impossible to determine the directionality of this traffic, the impact therefrom 
and whether such is reasonable. Trips generated by other major development 
(yet to be built) in the area, as well as the directional distribution of these trips 
and their impact is not documented anywhere in the traffic impact study. 
Overall, trips and traffic from many different sources and places are melded 
together, making it impossible to determine cause and effect and making it 
impossible to determine whether the methodology, assumptions and the 
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foregone conclusions arrived at in the DEIS are satisfactory. (2016-06-
10_OrangeCounty) 

Response: The total truck equivalents shown in Table III.H-7 of the DEIS were provided as 
required by the Scoping Document, which required an analysis of all trucks and 
buses as two passenger cars. However, as stated on Page III.H-18 trucks were 
accounted for in the capacity based on the procedures of the Highway Capacity 
Manual, which accounts for trucks as a percentage of total volume on a 
movement. The truck percentages were adjusted accordingly based on the 
number of trucks the Proposed Project was projected to add to specific 
movements.  

Traffic generated by the Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center was redistributed to the 
proposed site access roadway in the build conditions to account for the proposed 
modification of the existing Psychiatric Center driveway and construction of a 
new driveway connection to the site access roadway. This traffic is already 
present on the roadway system and is just being shifted to the new intersection 
location in the build analysis. As indicated in the Response to Comment 132 the 
Psychiatric Center has requested a right turn entry/right turn exit only driveway 
remains at the location of the existing Psychiatric Center driveway. This 
alternate as well as a right turn exit only alternate have both been analyzed as 
part of this FEIS as discussed in the response to that comment. This will require 
the approval of NYSDOT as part of the Highway Work Permit for the project 
and will continue to be coordinated by the Applicant with the Department and 
the Psychiatric Center. 

Traffic generated by other potential or approved developments in the area were 
included as part of the 2033 No-Build Traffic Volumes as discussed in 
Response to Comment 172 and as indicated on Page 16 of the Traffic Impact 
Study contained in Appendix “H” of the DEIS. 

 Furthermore, the traffic impact study appears to include an inconsistency as it Comment 174:
shows that portions of car traffic to the Amy’s manufacturing facility and the 
Ver Hage Warehouse will be using Hartley Road (Figure III.H-16) even though 
the Hartley Road entrance/exit is designated for emergencies only. Similarly, a 
significant portion of traffic departing Amy’s and the Ver Hage Warehouse is 
missing (Figure III.H-13 & Figure III.H-17) from the analyses, presumably 
using the Hartley Road Exit. We suggest traffic impact at the various 
intersections should be recalculated for any Final EIS documentation with the 
100% of arriving and departing cars and trucks using the NYS Route 6/17M 
Entrance/Exist. Otherwise, clarification needs to be made on the usage of 
Hartley Road. (2016-06-10_OrangeCounty) 

Response: See Response to Comment 146. The capacity analysis for the NYS Route 17M 
and Hartley Road/Gate Schoolhouse Road intersection has been revised to 
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reflect the correct distribution of traffic, with no traffic utilizing Hartley Road to 
access the proposed development. 

TRAFFIC IMPACT MITIGATION 

 The primary means of mitigating traffic impact in the DEIS for Amy’s Kitchen Comment 175:
is to stagger employee work schedules to off-peak AM and PM hours of the 
adjacent street (NYS Route 17M) and highway network as a whole. For Science 
of the Soul regional and annual events, the bussing, shuttling and carpooling of 
people along with police assisted traffic direction and special scheduling are the 
primary means of mitigating traffic impact.  

We applaud these approaches to mitigation. Given current existing congestion, 
both recurring and episodic along the Route 17M / 6 corridor, the Town of 
Goshen should ensure that Amy’s and Science of the Soul strictly adhere to 
these mitigating measures as part of site plan and special use permit approvals. 
Periodic annual or biennial approval of special permits for Science of the Soul 
may be warranted to ensure that traffic impact, as well as other potential 
environmental impacts are adequately mitigated. (2016-06-10_OrangeCounty) 

Response: SoS has agreed to develop a detailed Traffic Management Plan for controlling 
traffic during the SoS events. Appendix E contains the TMP for the SoS 
location at Petaluma, California, which is conceptually similar to what will be 
prepared for Goshen. This plan will be prepared in conjunction with input from 
the Town of Goshen and other local agencies and will be continually updated 
based on experiences from each yearly event. The Applicant believes that 
annual review of the Traffic Management Plan is sufficient and that annual or 
biennial approval of the special permit is not required.  

 There is still much concern about the turning lanes off of Rt. 17M and the Comment 176:
proposed traffic light. Tractor trailers attempting to turn into the site will back 
up traffic on Rt. 17M. A thorough traffic control plan should be presented. 
(2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: The traffic impact study and proposed traffic mitigation measures are the traffic 
control plan. Please refer to DEIS Chapter III.D-H and Appendix III.H-1. 

 It was noted in the event of a catastrophe Rt. 17M would not be able to handle Comment 177:
the traffic volume to evacuate the sites. True response times of emergency 
responders should be provided. It was noted that the provided time is not likely 
correct and would be much longer than stated. (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: The response times provided in the DEIS were based on data provided by the 
emergency service providers. 
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CHAPTER III-I: NOISE 

 The noise study has identified the annual conference as exceeding the 65 dBA Comment 178:
established by the DEC, but concludes that there would not be a significant 
noise impact because the existing noise at those locations already exceed 65 
dBA, and this would be just be a small increase above that. The Applicant 
should provide mitigation measures for this environmental impact. (2016-04-
19_BMG Comments) 

Response: As described in the DEIS, the NYSDEC published a policy and guidance 
document, Assessing and Mitigating Noise Impacts (DEP-00-1, February 2, 
2001), which presents noise impact assessment methods, identifies thresholds 
for significant impacts, and discusses potential avoidance and mitigated 
measures to reduce or eliminate noise impacts.4  

NYSDEC’s guidance document sets forth thresholds that can be used in 
determining whether a noise increase due to a project may constitute a 
significant adverse noise impact, noting that these thresholds should be viewed 
as guidelines subject to adjustment as appropriate for the specific circumstances. 
According to DEP-00-1: 

• Increases in noise ranging from 0 to 3 dBA should have no appreciable 
effect on receptors; 

• Increases of 3 to 6 dBA may have the potential for adverse impacts only in 
cases where the most sensitive of receptors (e.g., hospital or school) are 
present; 

• Increases of more than 6 dBA may require a closer analysis of impact 
potential depending on existing noise levels and the character of 
surrounding land use and receptors; and 

• Increases of 10 dBA or greater deserve consideration of avoidance and 
mitigation measures in most cases.  

The guidance document also sets forth noise thresholds that can be used in 
identifying whether a noise level due to a project should be considered a 
significant adverse noise impact. According to the guidance, the addition of any 
noise source in a non-industrial setting should not raise the ambient noise level 
above a maximum of 65 dBA, and ambient noise levels in industrial or 
commercial areas may exceed 65 dBA with a high end of approximately 79 
dBA. As set forth in the guidance, projects that exceed these levels should 
explore the feasibility of implementing mitigation.  

The Town of Goshen Town Code describes loud, disturbing and unnecessary 
noises that would be considered a violation of the ordinance. Chapter 70, 

                                                      
4 http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/permits_ej_operations_pdf/noise2000.pdf. 
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“Noise,” at §70-2, “Prohibited noise,” prohibits any noise exceeding 75 dBA at 
the adjoining property line. 

For purposes of impact assessment, the DEIS methodology established that the 
Proposed Project will have a significant noise impact if one of the following 
criteria is exceeded: 

• An increase in Leq(1) noise levels of greater than 6.0 dBA at receptor sites 
and produce ambient noise levels of more than 65 dBA at residences. 

• Noise levels associated with the Proposed Project exceed 75 dBA at the 
adjoining property line. 

This impact criteria reflects the commonly-used threshold value used in SEQRA 
analysis, and is consistent with New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation and the Town of Goshen Noise Ordinance. 

The DEIS assessment examined noise associated with the Proposed Project due 
to vehicular traffic, parking lot, loading dock, and HVAC equipment. The noise 
assessment considered each source of noise individually and cumulatively.  

The predicted noise levels associated with the Proposed Project would not 
exceed NYSDEC’s threshold for a significant noise level increase of 6.0 dBA at 
most receptor sites, and the maximum future noise level associated with the 
Proposed Project would not exceed the threshold established by the Town of 
Goshen Noise Ordinance. At site 6, the maximum predicted increase in Leq(1) 
noise levels would be up to 7.6 dBA during the SoS National Conference with 
the Proposed Project only, and up to 10.1 dBA during the SoS National 
Conference with the Proposed Project and the potential Warehouse Use. These 
predicted noise level increase would exceed the 6 dBA NYSDEC threshold. 
However, the absolute noise levels would be well below the 65 dBA level 
recommended by NYSDEC for non-industrial uses. At site 7, the maximum 
predicted increase in Leq(1) noise levels would be 10.3 dBA with the potential 
warehouse and 10.7 dBA during the SoS National Conference with the potential 
Warehouse Use. These predicted noise level increase would exceed the 6 dBA 
NYSDEC threshold. However, the absolute noise levels would be well below 
the 65 dBA level recommended by NYSDEC for non-industrial uses. In 
addition, total noise levels in the future with the Proposed Project at sites 2, 3, 
and 5 would exceed NYSDEC’s recommended level for residential uses of 65 
dBA. While the future noise levels exceed the recommended level of 65 dBA, 
the increases in noise levels would be small and existing noise levels at these 
locations already exceed the recommended level of 65 dBA. Consequently, the 
noise due to the Proposed Project would not constitute a significant noise 
impact. 

While noise from the Proposed Project may be readily noticeable at certain 
locations and increases above ambient noise levels exceed the NYSDEC 
threshold for a significant impact at two locations, these impacts are not 
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considered significant and adverse and would not require mitigation. Nor are 
these impacts considered unavoidable adverse impacts. 

Noise level increases at the residence on Hartley Road to the northeast of the 
Ver Hage property (site 7) would exceed 10 dBA during normal operations of 
the Proposed Project and during the SoS National Conference. While the 10 
dBA increase would be readily noticeable, absolute noise levels at this location 
within an industrial area would be below the 65 dBA threshold for non-
industrial uses. In addition, because the loading docks are located on the south 
side of both the Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility and the Warehouse Use 
(and facing away from the residence), actual noise level increases would likely 
be less once the building shielding is accounted for. Thus, the introduction of 
elevated noise levels at this residence would not constitute a significant adverse 
noise impact and would not require mitigation. 

Noise level increases at the Heritage Trail (site 6) would not be perceptible for 
normal operations of the Proposed Project, but would exceed 10 dBA during the 
SoS National Conference. However, absolute noise levels at site 6 would not 
exceed 65 dBA and would be of limited duration during the morning and early 
afternoon three (3) days per year. Users of the Heritage Trail regularly 
experience elevated noise levels at other locations as the Heritage Trail parallels 
several major road corridors and abuts other commercial or industrial land uses. 
Thus, the introduction of elevated noise levels at an additional location along the 
Heritage Trail would not constitute a new or significantly different experience. 

At other locations where projected noise levels would exceed the 65 dBA 
threshold, ambient noise levels already exceed that threshold and the projected 
increase is generally less than 1 decibel, thus an imperceptible increase in noise 
levels.  

For these reasons the Proposed Project would not result in any significant 
adverse or unavoidable adverse noise impacts and no mitigation is required. It is 
important to note that the analysis contained in the DEIS was conservative. It 
did not take credit for much of the loading dock operation being conducted 
inside the building, or that much of the HVAC equipment would be located 
inside the building. However, once the building is operational, if the noise levels 
regularly exceed background conditions to the extent that they cause noticeable 
noise levels at nearby sensitive receptors, roof top mechanicals may be 
retrofitted with noise screening devices.  

 I’m concerned about the noise from the factory and vehicles, especially with this Comment 179:
plant operating in three shifts. I haven’t seen this addressed anywhere. The area 
is currently very quiet at night, and I would hate for that to change. I will be 
disappointed if our concern is not addressed. (2016-06-10_Pearlman) 
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Response: DEIS Chapter III-I addresses the potential noise impacts of the Proposed 
Project, including stationary and vehicular noise. The assessment of vehicular 
noise does take into account traffic levels, and the noise associated with that, 
during shift changes. As discussed in the DEIS, no significant adverse noise 
impacts are anticipated. 

 Please provide details with regard to noise impacts of the project and proposed Comment 180:
mitigation measures. (2016-06-10_Cerullo) 

Response: Please refer to DEIS Chapter III.I, “Noise,” which addresses the potential noise 
impacts of the Proposed Project, including stationary and vehicular noise. As 
discussed in the DEIS, no significant adverse noise impacts are anticipated. 

 For clarity, the applicant should provide more points of reference in the noise Comment 181:
level section. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: The noise monitoring locations were provided in DEIS Figure III.I-1. DEIS 
Table III.I-1 presents a number of common noise levels for reference. 

CHAPTER III-J: UTILITIES AND SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL 

 Please confirm the electric service being provided to the facilities will be Comment 182:
running the lines underground. (2016-04-19_BMG Comments) 

Response: Electric service would be provided to Amy’s Kitchen from the existing 
distribution lines along Hartley Road. As these are 13.2 kV distribution lines, no 
substation is required. Amy’s will have step down transformers to regulate to 
the required equipment voltage. Several 2,500 kvA transformers would be used 
instead of one (1) larger transformer to reduce risk of entire loss of power to the 
plant should the single transformer fail.  

 DEIS indicates electrical service for the Project (Amy’s, SoS & Warehouse) Comment 183:
will be provided by overhead service lines from either Hartley or Echo Lake 
Roads. The Goshen Town Code requires telephone, electrical distribution and 
electrical transmission lines of 138 kilovolts and less to be placed underground 
[§97-61]. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The Proposed Project would utilize existing Orange & Rockland 13.2 kV 
overhead lines that run along Hartley Road (for Amy's Kitchen Facility) and 
Echo Lake Road (for SoS Facility). Service from these Orange & Rockland 
distribution lines will be underground from poles to electrical step down 
transformers at each of the respective facilities. 

 DEIS indicates “will serve” letters are provided in Appendix III.J. This Comment 184:
reference should be revised to Appendix III.E. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 
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Response: Appendix III.J of the DEIS was inadvertently omitted from the published 
document. Copies of the “will serve” letters from Orange & Rockland Utilities 
(3/23/16) and NYSEG (6/23/16) are provided as Appendix C of this FEIS. 

 DEIS indicates backup generators are proposed for Amy’s and under Comment 185:
consideration for SoS and will require onsite fuel storage. FEIS should address 
location of generators and include information on fuel transfer and storage. 
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Standby power generators are proposed for the Amy’s Kitchen facility for basic 
lighting and communications systems within the plant. A small-volume on-site 
fuel storage tank would be located near the backup generators to supply fuel. 
Fuel would be automatically supplied to the generator. Fuel storage would be 
provided with appropriate spill prevention and containment systems. 

 DEIS indicates solar panel arrays will be installed on the Amy’s plant and SoS Comment 186:
roofs. The Town of Goshen is considering modifications to the Zoning Code 
which may require nonresidential lots with an aggregate surface area of 2,500 
square feet to require special permit and site plan approval. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: SoS is proposing to use roof mounted solar panels to meet some of its energy 
needs. Due to the presence of roof top mechanicals, Amy’s Kitchen is not able 
to use roof-mounted solar panels. The potential for Amy’s Kitchen to use 
ground-mounted solar panels is dependent upon how the Town of Goshen 
ultimately determines how to legislate these panels. 

 The DEIS states that the use of photovoltaic roof systems are under Comment 187:
consideration. We strongly urge the use of alternative energy to minimize the 
Applicant’s carbon footprint. The mandatory dimming of exterior LED fixtures 
is suggested. (2016-06-10_OrangeCounty) 

Response: See Response to Comment 186. Site lighting will be zoned so that certain areas 
may be turned off when not in use. This is detailed in the site plans. 

 Solid waste should be reduced at large events.  Comment 188:

Response: SoS will seek to minimize solid waste, and will encourage recycling to the 
greatest extent practicable (see Figure III-3).  

 The DEIS states that 39% of the 444 tons per month is recyclables and compost, Comment 189:
thus contributing 173 tons. Sludge is 41 tons. What comprises the balance (and 
majority) of the remaining 230 tons generated each month? (2016-06-
10_OrangeCounty) 
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Response: The remaining solid waste is placed in a palletized trash compactor and 
comprises office waste, unsellable packaged food and full soup cans, 
unrecyclable plastic, soiled cardboard, gloves, and hairnets. 

 The applicant should provide clarification regarding distribution lines versus Comment 190:
transmission lines. It was noted that there is a difference and that it was not 
likely the site would have transmission lines, requiring a substation, versus 
having distribution lines. Please clarify. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting 
Minutes) 

Response: Electric service would be provided to Amy’s Kitchen from the existing 
distribution lines along Hartley Road. As these are 13.2 kV distribution lines, no 
substation is required. Amy’s will have step down transformers to regulate to 
the required equipment voltage. 

 Amy’s and Science of the Soul should have separately metered utility services. Comment 191:
The religious institution gets the best rate versus a business rate. Amy’s should 
not be permitted to meter under Science of the Soul’s utility rates. (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: Separate meters are proposed for Amy’s Kitchen and Science of the Soul. 

 It was asked if Amy’s was also considering installing solar panels and whether Comment 192:
NYSERDA had been consulted. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: Roof mounted solar panels are not proposed for Amy’s Kitchen due to the 
presence of roof top mechanicals required for the manufacturing process. 

 Clarification should be provided regarding the clinic. It is stated in the Comment 193:
documents for one doctor up to 10. Please clarify when and why so many 
doctors would be needed. Please also provide the hours of the clinic. (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Minutes) 

Response: The clinic would be available to Amy’s Kitchen employees and their families. 
Staffing is proportional to the number of persons served. Current clinic hours for 
Amy's Kitchen Santa Rosa, CA plant is 9am to 6pm hours with a one hour lunch 
break from 1 pm to 2 pm. Staffing is only Monday thru Friday. This schedule 
accommodates the plant employees shift schedule. Amy's Kitchen Goshen, NY 
clinic would have similar operating hours to accommodate employee shift 
schedules. 

 Page III.J – 2 States Amy’s will take electric service from existing transmission Comment 194:
lines on Hartley or Echo Lake Rd, is this a mistake, will Amy’s be taking 
service from the distribution lines along said roads? If they’re taking 



Amy’s Kitchen/Science of the Soul 

09/28/2016 III-100  

transmission service they’ll need to build a sub-station which is unlikely. (2016-
05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: Electric service would be provided to Amy’s Kitchen from the existing 
distribution lines along Hartley Road. As these are 13.2 kV distribution lines, no 
substation is required. Amy’s will have step down transformers to regulate to 
the required equipment voltage. 

 Will Amy’s and SOS have separately metered services? (2016-05-Comment 195:
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: Separate meters are proposed for Amy’s Kitchen and Science of the Soul. 

CHAPTER III-K: LAND USE, ZONING, AND PUBLIC POLICY 

 On page III.K-10, footnote 2, is the Applicant proposing to design the buildings Comment 196:
to look like they are broken into smaller sections through the use of color 
changes or other facade treatments? (§97-14(D)). (2016-04-19_BMG 
Comments) 

Response: The Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility may require one or more area 
variances from the Town Zoning Board of Appeals for relief from certain of the 
design standards. Such relief may be required from §97-14.D-2-e, which 
requires “large buildings (footprint larger than 10,000 square feet) [to be] 
generally … broken up into smaller volumes using building proportions found 
in the region’s traditional architecture.” It is not possible for the approximately 
369,000 square feet of industrial space to be split into multiple, smaller spaces 
due to operational and internal manufacturing processes; therefore, the Amy’s 
Kitchen manufacturing facility may require a variance from this regulation. It 
was brought to Amy’s Kitchen’s attention that the Town Code Enforcement 
Officer may interpret this section to allow for compliance without a variance in 
instances where the building is designed to look like it is broken into smaller 
sections through the use of color changes or other façade treatments. Amy’s 
Kitchen would be willing to work with the Town Code Enforcement Officer to 
identify strategies for building design that would achieve compliance without 
adversely affecting the interior layout or building mechanical systems. 

 On page III.K-12, referring to § 97-14(D)(2), it is a finding for the Planning Comment 197:
Board to make as to whether there are historic structures or structures with 
architectural significance on the properties. (2016-04-19_BMG Comments) 

Response: There are no such structures on the Ver Hage or Echo Lake properties. 
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 DEIS indicates the Project Site is within both AQ-3 and AQ-6 Overlay Districts. Comment 198:
Site Plan should show delineation of overlay districts. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: For clarity, these districts are indicated adjacent to the Zoning Map on the Site 
Plan. 

 DEIS indicates portions of the Ver Hage property is within the floodplain. Site Comment 199:
Plan shows the proposed employee and visitor parking, bridge and bioretention 
area Nos. 2 & 3 within the 100-year floodplain. Site Plan appears to show filling 
in the floodplain which will require compliance with Chapter 61A of Town 
Code. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The Proposed Project has been designed to avoid the floodplain to the greatest 
extent practicable. Any disturbance will comply with Chapter 61A of the Town 
Code. 

 DEIS indicates one (1) or more variances may be necessary to obtain relief from Comment 200:
the Design Standards (§97-14D) and includes a discussion on the Code 
requirement to break up large buildings into smaller volumes. Table III.K-4 
indicates possible variances necessary in connection with fencing and distance 
from curb cuts. FEIS should identify all possible variances. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Since the Town Code Enforcement Officer has not provided a formal review of 
building plans it is not known at this time what specific variances would be 
required. Amy’s Kitchen would be willing to work with the Town Code 
Enforcement Officer to identify strategies for building design that would 
achieve compliance without adversely affecting the interior layout or building 
mechanical systems. 

 DEIS Table indicates installation of signage; DEIS (Visual Resources) indicate Comment 201:
signage has not been designed but will be fully compliant with Town Code. Site 
Plan should include information on signage so compliance with Town Code 
may be confirmed (§97-49). Specifically, we suspect Amy’s requires signage at 
NYS 17M. This should be reviewed with Counsel and Building Inspector to 
determine if considered an off-premises commercial sign. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Project site signage will be addressed during site plan review. Figure I-4 shows 
the sign at the entrance to the Amy’s Kitchen plant in Medford, Oregon. A sign 
at NYS 17M is not contemplated at this time. The Applicant has met with the 
Building Inspector to review the potential sign program. 
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 DEIS indicates floodplain encroachment on the Echo Lake property due to the Comment 202:
parking lot. Site Plan shows encroachment due to bridge and driveway (access 
road) only. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Comment noted. 

 DEIS provides analysis of potential warehouse use, noting the application for Comment 203:
subdivision may be submitted by others in the future. DEIS utilizes a conceptual 
design to analyze zoning compliance. A figure of the conceptual design should 
be provided. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The potential warehouse use will be pursued by others. The DEIS included a 
conceptual site plan (see DEIS Figure II-8) and rendering (see DEIS Figure 
III.N-33). The potential warehouse use has independent utility from the 
Proposed Project, and therefore will be designed at a later point in time by 
others. 

 The Town’s Open Space and Farmland Protection Plan as well as the Southern Comment 204:
Wallkill Biodiversity Plan emphasize the importance of unfragmented habitat in 
this area. The Applicant could consider using the existing Strong home or 
another location rather than constructing a new home and the necessary half-
mile driveway—resulting in unnecessary habitat fragmentation for a very 
modest land use. For the same reason, the Applicant should preserve the 230 
acres referenced as ‘protected’ in the DEIS with a conservation easement or 
related set of real estate conservation tools. (2016-06-10_OrangeCounty) 

Response: In response to comments, the SoS guesthouse has been relocated at a lower 
point of the ridgeline (see Figure I-15). A Conservation Easement is proposed to 
cover portions of the Echo Lake Property. A Conservation Easement is 
proposed for the Strong Farm that would allow continued agricultural use. 
Chapter I describes the Conservation Easement in more detail. 

 Please provide all letters and documents referred to in the October 20, 2015 Comment 205:
letter by the Building Inspector in connection with project zoning. (2016-06-
10_Cerullo) 

Response: All letters or documents referred to in the October 20, 2015 letter from the 
Building Inspector may be obtained through the Town of Goshen. 

 Introduction: The introduction states that “the Proposed Project would be Comment 206:
consistent with land use and public policy documents of the Town of Goshen, 
and would have no adverse effects on land use, zoning, or public policies.  

Important Areas to consider as outlined in the report:  

• GOSHEN OSFPP:  
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- The Strong Farm property is identified in the Goshen OSFPP as a scenic 
view of farmland.  

- The western portion of the Echo Lake property is identified as “forested 
land.” The Goshen OSFPP recommends protecting remaining larger 
blocks of relatively un-fragmented forests in locations where they 
provide important wildlife habitat, protect drinking water recharge 
areas, or contribute to the scenic vistas of the Town.”  

• Biodiversity Plan:  
- Portions of the project site, in particular the western portion of the Echo 

Lake property and the Cheechunk corridor on the Ver Hage property, 
were identified as “areas important for biodiversity.”  

• OCCP:  
- In particular to the site, the OCCP recommend that the Orange County 

Heritage Trail, which follows the original Erie Main Line railroad bed, 
be preserved and enhanced as a pedestrian and bike trail to promote 
transportation, economic development, and recreation in the county.  

• OCOSP:  
- Particular to the project Site, the OCOSP identifies the Heritage Trail as 

an important recreational resource.  
(2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: The above referenced documents were reviewed and evaluated in the DEIS. 
Please refer to Chapter III-K. 

CHAPTER III-L: COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 On page L-2, under “Town of Goshen Police Department”, the DEIS should Comment 207:
indicate the number of part-time officers at the Town of Goshen Police 
Department. (2016-04-19_BMG Comments) 

Response: The Applicant requested this information from the Town of Goshen Police 
Department in a letter dated July 2, 2015, however this information was not 
provided. 

 DEIS indicates event staffing levels at five (5) to six (6) percent of attendees Comment 208:
and provide an example of a 10,000-person event with 550 volunteers. The 
specific volunteer numbers provided in the DEIS for this event sum to 271 (45 
for parking; 145 for crowd flow; 50 for security and crowd care; 22 for first-aid 
and 9 for safety). (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The 271 volunteers identified in this comment are specific to the “community 
services” tasks. As stated in the DEIS, SoS relies on trained member volunteers 
to staff all events. SoS guidelines require event staffing in an amount equal to 
five (5) to six (6) percent of attendees. The number of volunteers is included in 
the total anticipated number of attendees. SoS-trained volunteers have had years 
of experience in staffing meetings of up to 12,000 attendees. For a typical 
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10,000-person event in Petaluma, SoS relies upon approximately 550 
volunteers. Of those, a certain number are assigned to specific on-site tasks for 
traffic flow, first-aid, and security. Typical staffing of these specialty tasks for a 
10,000-person event would be approximately 45 volunteers for parking; 145 
volunteers for crowd flow; 50 volunteers for security and crowd care; 22 
volunteers for first-aid and special needs; and 9 volunteers who coordinate 
overall safety of site operations and other volunteers. The remaining 279 
volunteers are engaged in managing overnight lodging, transportation, stage and 
sound management, book sales, water and food distribution, and clean up. 

 DEIS indicates gated emergency access will be provided at Hartley and Echo Comment 209:
Lake Roads. The Site Plan identifies the SoS Echo Lake access as “Emergency” 
however the two (2) access driveways to Amy’s from Hartley Road are 
identified as “Truck Entrance” and “Employee Entrance” and include access 
gates (Employee Entrance includes a Guard House). (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: This has been corrected in the FEIS and site plan. The two (2) driveways to 
Hartley Road would be for emergency access only. No guard house would be 
provided at either location. 

 Police protection -SoS will provide their own protection thru volunteers. (2016-Comment 210:
05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: SoS will provide volunteers during events to facilitate on-site public safety. 
These volunteers are generally drawn from people with experience in public 
safety (military, police, medical background), and train extensively prior to the 
National Conference. These volunteers are supplemented with off-duty police 
for traffic control off-site, and as stated in the DEIS, coordination with local law 
enforcement and EMT is an important component of SoS planning. SoS would 
pay for off-duty officers or reimburse the Town, Sheriff, or State Police for any 
compensation (additional costs to the Town, Sheriff, or State Police related to 
these activities). Details of such staffing, including the payment of off-duty 
officers or reimbursement of other services, will be addressed in meetings 
among the relevant parties as the Security, Emergency Management, and Traffic 
Control Plans are further developed under any required State or County 
Department of Health Public Function permit or otherwise. SoS will comply 
with the requirements of any such permit. Any costs associated with the Town 
of Goshen emergency personnel compensation (additional costs to the Town 
related to these activities) will be addressed in a Developer’s Agreement 
between the Town of Goshen and SoS. 

SoS also coordinates on traffic issues, and meets with town, state, and county 
law enforcement agencies to go over plans and concerns. SoS enjoys a very 
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good working relationship with local law enforcement with regard to its 
National and Regional conferences at other Centers. 

 1 3day event w 12000 attendees. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) Comment 211:

Response: This statement is correct. 

 1 2day event regional event w 1200 to 2000 attendees (2016-05-Comment 212:
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: This statement is correct. 

 Weekly Sunday meetings for local congregants with. 200 to 409 attendees Comment 213:
(2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: This statement is correct. 

 Daily event will be from 9am to 1pm w small volunteer staff (2016-05-Comment 214:
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: This statement is correct. 

 All events will be managed by volunteers with no services required from town, Comment 215:
state and county police. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: SoS will provide volunteers during events to facilitate public safety on-site. 
These volunteers are generally drawn from people with experience in public 
safety (military, police, medical background), and train extensively prior to the 
National Conference. These volunteers are supplemented with off-duty police 
for traffic control off-site, and as stated in the DEIS, coordination with local law 
enforcement and EMT is an important component of SoS planning. SoS would 
pay for off-duty officers or reimburse the Town, Sheriff, or State Police for any 
compensation (additional costs to the Town, Sheriff, or State Police related to 
these activities). Details of such staffing, including the payment of off-duty 
officers or reimbursement of other services, will be addressed in meetings 
among the relevant parties as the Security, Emergency Management, and Traffic 
Control Plans are further developed under any required State or County 
Department of Health Public Function permit or otherwise. SoS will comply 
with the requirements of any such permit. Any costs associated with the Town 
of Goshen emergency personnel compensation (additional costs to the Town 
related to these activities) will be addressed in a Developer’s Agreement 
between the Town of Goshen and SoS. 

SoS also coordinates on traffic issues, and meets with town, state, and county 
law enforcement agencies to go over plans and concerns. SoS enjoys a very 
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good working relationship with local law enforcement with regard to its 
National and Regional conferences at other Centers. 

CHAPTER III-M: FISCAL IMPACTS 

 DEIS (Fiscal Impacts) indicates the SoS National Conference will require Comment 216:
additional police, fire and/or emergency service assistance for which the various 
agencies will be compensated. This appears somewhat at variance with DEIS 
(Community Services) which indicated four (4) or five (5) local law 
enforcement officers would be required primarily for traffic control for which 
the Town would be reimbursed. FEIS to clarify. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The Applicant will reimburse the appropriate entity for any police, fire and/or 
emergency service assistance during the SoS National Conference. Details of 
the payment of off-duty officers or reimbursement of other services will be 
addressed in meetings among the relevant parties as the Security, Emergency 
Management, and Traffic Control Plans are further developed under any 
required State or County Department of Health Public Function permit or 
otherwise. SoS will comply with the requirements of any such permit. Any costs 
associated with the Town of Goshen emergency personnel compensation 
(additional costs to the Town related to these activities) will be addressed in a 
Developer’s Agreement between the Town of Goshen and SoS. 

 DEIS indicates Amy’s Kitchen would construct and maintain the Town road Comment 217:
approaching the Project Site. The Site Plans show stormwater drainage and 
lighting along this road which we understand will be constructed and maintained 
by Amy’s Kitchen. FEIS should discuss mechanism for construction on Town 
property (i.e. easement) and maintenance and indicate if any special districts 
may be required (i.e. lighting district, drainage district, etc.). (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Amy’s Kitchen will enter into a Developer’s Agreement with the Town whereby 
Amy’s Kitchen will be granted permission to construct and utilize a new access 
way owned by the Town servicing Amy’s Kitchen, Science of the Soul, the 
potential warehouse, and the New York State Mid-Hudson Psychiatric Center. 
This Developer’s Agreement will provide that Amy’s Kitchen has the duty to 
maintain and repair this roadway as well as its related appurtenant facilities such 
as stormwater and lighting facilities as necessary to keep the road in good and 
passable condition. This Developer’s Agreement will be of record in the office 
of the Orange County Clerk. No special districts are required. 

 DEIS indicates the fiscal analysis conservatively assumed the Echo Lake Comment 218:
property would generate no property taxes, however an agreement could be 
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considered under the PILOT where the Echo Lake property would pay property 
taxes for some period of time. FEIS should include additional information. 
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: As a not-for-profit entity utilizing the property solely for religious purposes, 
SoS is not required to pay property taxes. As such, the DEIS analysis 
conservatively assumed that there would be no property taxes generated by the 
Echo Lake property on which SoS operates. However, it is possible that Amy’s 
Kitchen and the Town of Goshen would reach an agreement under the PILOT 
whereas the Echo Lake property would pay property taxes for some period of 
time. 

 DEIS indicates construction of the SoS facility would be performed by mostly Comment 219:
unskilled volunteer labor. FEIS should provide additional details (perhaps in 
connection with Chapter III.S, Construction) identifying the work to be 
performed by volunteer labor (presumed road construction, site grading, 
pipeline installation, etc. to be performed by professional contractors) and 
confirm all work will satisfy applicable building codes and permit approvals. 
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The DEIS states that substantial portions of the construction of the SoS facility 
would be performed by volunteers. However, the SoS volunteers are not 
“unskilled.” Many of the volunteers are skilled in trades or other areas of 
expertise relevant to building and construction. All work will satisfy applicable 
building codes and permit approvals.  

 We are very supportive of Amy’s coming to Goshen and are proud that the Comment 220:
board and special advisors, Orange County Partnership, and others have 
supported this great boost to economic development. (2016-06-06_Mary 
Israelski) 

Response: Comment noted. 

 Will Amy’s Kitchen get a tax break from the State, County, and Town taxes? Comment 221:
(2016-06-06_Torcivia) 

Response: As indicated on page III.M-17 of the DEIS, “Amy’s Kitchen is seeking a ‘super-
enhanced’ payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) from the Orange County Industrial 
Development Agency (IDA). This incentive would provide a tax exemption on 
the value of improvements that decreases from 100 percent exemption in the 
first year to full taxation after 15 years.”  
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CHAPTER III-N: VISUAL RESOURCES 

 DEIS indicates 23 “Vantage Points” were identified to conduct a visual Comment 222:
assessment and references Figure III.N-1 which shows 24 Vantage Points. 
Original identification of Vantage Points during scoping included one Vantage 
Point at location No. 11; DEIS includes two (2) Vantage Points at this location 
(Nos. 11A & 11B). FEIS should include a brief clarifying statement. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: In response to a completeness comment on the DEIS, two existing and proposed 
conditions photos were provided from Vantage Point 11. Figure III.N-15 shows 
a view of the Strong Farm Fields from Owens Road, and Figure III.N-16 shows 
a view down Owens Road towards the Amy’s Kitchen property. No 
improvements are proposed to the Strong Farm, but as discussed in the DEIS, 
this field may be used for volunteer parking during the SoS National 
Conference. 

 DEIS indicated Vantage Point 5 is north of Vantage Point 4; Figure III.N-1 Comment 223:
shows Vantage Point 5 to be south of Vantage Point 4. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Vantage Point 4 is located at the intersection of Echo Lake Road and the 
existing gated driveway to the Echo Lake property (see Figure III.N-6). Vantage 
Point 5 is located approximately 50 to 100 feet south of Vantage Point 4 where 
the Heritage Trail alignment crosses the existing driveway (see Figure III.N-7). 

 Vantage Point 17 (from Hartley Road) shows the proposed loading dock for Comment 224:
Amy’s. Visual impact will be reduced through proposed landscaping (not 
showed in photo-simulation); Town Code [§97-48B] suggests screening with 
walls extending from building face, arcades or other architectural features 
intended to minimize visual impact. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The photo-simulations included with the DEIS conservatively showed the 
Proposed Project without landscaping. However, landscaping is proposed in this 
location. 

 Three-dimensional rendering shows proposed onsite Wastewater Pre-Treatment Comment 225:
Plant to have tanks open to the atmosphere. FEIS to indicate which components 
(if any) will be open and advise if enclosures could reduce odors and noise. 
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The 20,000-gallon sludge holding tank would be approximately 14 feet in 
diameter and 20 feet tall. The holding tank would be closed, and would be fitted 
with odor control measures that would likely include a fan. See Figure I-9 for a 
schematic process flow for the wastewater pre-treatment facility.  
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 Three-dimensional rendering shows proposed water storage tanks along the Comment 226:
northerly side of the Amy’s production facility near the entrance drive. FEIS 
should provide additional information on visibility of tanks including whether 
visibility from Hartley Road could be reduced or eliminated by relocation or 
additional grading (i.e. berm), plantings or an architectural feature. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The water tanks are proposed in the interior of the site. Landscaping will be 
provided along Hartley Road, which will lessen the visibility of the proposed 
water tanks, which are currently proposed to be adjacent to the Amy’s building 
and would blend into the background created by the building. 

 Figure III.N-14 appears to show a northwesterly view from Vantage Point 14. Comment 227:
Figure III.N-1 appears to indicate a southwesterly view was intended to show 
potential visual impact from the proposed warehouse. FEIS to confirm 
orientation of Vantage Point 14 and provide additional Vantage Point toward 
proposed warehouse. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Figure III.N-19 shows the potential view of Amy’s Kitchen from vantage point 
14. From this location, the Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility would be 
located to the south, and clearing for the parking area would be visible in the 
distance. Potential views of a conceptual warehouse from Hartley Road are 
shown in Figure III.N-33. 

 DEIS described SoS buildings as utilitarian and indicates the proposed color Comment 228:
palette is not exclusively earth toned. Photo-renderings indicate buildings will 
be visible from public locations (i.e. Heritage Trail). FEIS should include 
additional information on building design (i.e. architectural elevation showing 
proposed colors). (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Schematic architectural plans and elevations have been provided in the FEIS 
(see Figures I-14 to I-29). The building materials will be simple and consistent 
with similar scale buildings in the area. Visibility of buildings, if at all, will only 
be from a distance and through tree cover, except for through the narrow gap 
where the Heritage Trail intersects the northern emergency access road. The 
SoS buildings will be an earth toned color palette, thus minimizing visibility 
from public roadways. The roofs of the proposed buildings would be dark green 
and the exterior walls would be light tan.  

 DEIS indicates three-dimensional models are shown in Figure III.N-4; this Comment 229:
should be revised to Figure III.N-34. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Comment noted. 
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 DEIS indicates SoS will be partially visible from Vantage Point 6A however Comment 230:
photo-rendering indicates the site will not be visible. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Vantage Point 6A in Figure III.N-8 is looking roughly southeast toward the 
Wallkill River. While this photo is of the Heritage Trail, and does not show the 
proposed SoS Conference center, if a person standing in this location were to 
turn to the south, the proposed SoS Conference Center would be partially visible 
from this location (see Figure III.N-7, which is taken from the same spot). 
Heritage Trail users traveling east would have limited views of the proposed 
restroom buildings and bus parking area through the existing vegetation. The 
SoS Conference Center would be most visible from this location during the 
winter months. 

 DEIS indicates possible visibility of Project from this location (Vantage Point 8) Comment 231:
however photo-rendering includes note indicating the Proposed Project not 
visible from location. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Specific features of the Proposed Project are unlikely to be visible from Vantage 
Point 8. However, some loss of trees in the background associated with clearing 
for the Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility parking area may be noticeable in 
the winter months.  

 DEIS references Figure III.N-32; this should be revised to Figure III.N-33. Comment 232:
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Comment noted. 

 Site Plan shows light poles to be 20-feet onsite (access drives) and 15-feet in Comment 233:
parking lots. Town Code [§97-48A(4)(d)] requires lighting within parking lots 
to be on low poles of 12-feet to 15-feet maximum height. This should be 
reviewed with Counsel and Building Inspector to verify Code compliance. 
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Lowering the poles to 12 to 15 feet along the access drives would require the 
installation of more light poles and greater electrical usage. In addition, lower 
light poles along the access drives may conflict with truck traffic. The proposed 
lighting within the parking area was designed to 15 feet per the Code Section 
97-75 D.(5), which states that exterior light fixtures….shall not exceed 20 feet 
in height. The proposed street lights are proposed at 20 feet. Lowering the poles 
would provide insufficient coverage on the roadway. 

 The Planners have gone to great lengths to explain that simply having a visual Comment 234:
impact should not prevent a project such as this from moving forward. As they 
point out: 
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“Aesthetic impact: Aesthetic impact occurs when there is a detrimental effect on 
the perceived beauty of a place or structure. Mere visibility, even startling 
visibility of a project proposal, should not be a threshold for decision making. 
Instead a project, by virtue of its visibility, must clearly interfere with or reduce 
the public's enjoyment and/or appreciation of the appearance of an inventoried 
resource (e.g. cooling tower plume blocks a view from a State Park overlook).” 
(DEP-002, p.9) 

The NYS DEC Policy goes on further however to describe Aesthetically 
Significant Places as such: 

“Aesthetically significant place: A formally designated place visited by 
recreationists and others for the express purpose of enjoying its beauty. For 
example, millions of people visit Niagara Falls on an annual basis. They come 
from around the country and even from around the world. By these 
measurements, DEP-00-2 10. July 31, 2000 one can make the case that Niagara 
Falls (a designated State Park) is an aesthetic resource of national significance. 
Similarly, a resource that is visited by large numbers who come from across the 
state probably has statewide significance. A place visited primarily by people 
whose place of origin is local generally is generally of local significance. 
Unvisited places either have no significance or are “no trespass” places.” 

The Heritage Trail (a county park) certainly has local significance it could also 
be argued that lands/roadways within the Town of Goshen Scenic Corridor 
Overlay also carry local significance. Both of which will carry greater and 
greater significance as the rural nature of our landscape disappears. 

This only to say that the visual impacts of a project as significant as Amy’s/SOS 
should be thoroughly vetted from all perspectives accurately. (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: The DEIS assesses the potential impacts of the Proposed Project from the 
existing and future Heritage Trail, as well as from the scenic corridor overlay 
district on Owens Road. 

 The visual impact study reviews the visual impacts from several locations. In Comment 235:
general the locations are well chosen BUT in several notable instances the 
direction of the sightlines does/may not depict the actual visual impact. The 
addition of superimposed illustrations is helpful and appreciated in assessing 
some vantage points. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: Where the photograph may have a limited view of the property, the DEIS text 
seeks to clarify the potential visibility. In some instances, views in several 
directions are provided from the same general location. For example, at the 
intersection of the existing access driveway from Echo Lake Road and the 
proposed Heritage Trail on the Echo Lake parcel, views are shown in several 
different directions. While View 5—as a direct view—shows the greatest 
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potential visibility, Views 6a and 6b provide context for future users of the 
Heritage Trail. 

 Vantage Points 1-4 are stated to have no visual impact. Which is supported by Comment 236:
both the narrative and the photos. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: Comment noted. 

 Vantage Point 5 of the SOS pavilion is visible. It also highlights the Access Comment 237:
Road which will cross the Heritage Trail which is a significant safety concern as 
it has been with other projects impacting the trail. (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: The existing access road would be used for emergency access. Primary access to 
the SoS Conference Center would be from NYS Route 17M. 

  Vantage Points 6a and 6b. View the property tangentially. 6b does show some Comment 238:
visual impacts. These photos and description would be more helpful if they 
showed other perspectives of the property. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting 
Notes) 

Response: Vantage Point 5 is from the same general location as Vantage Points 6a and 6b. 
Refer to Response to Comment 230. 

 Vantage Point 7 does not show any view of the interior of the property. (2016-Comment 239:
05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: Vantage Point 7 is of the Lipoff Property which, at the time the scope was 
adopted, was proposed to have water supply wells and associated infrastructure. 
However, the Proposed Project has since been revised to have no development 
on the Lipoff Property, as such, none is shown. 

 Vantage Point 8 views an undeveloped portion of the Ver Hage Property. A Comment 240:
view more to the East might more accurately depict the visual impacts of Amy’s 
Kitchen. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: Vantage Point 8 is the point on Echo Lake Road nearest to the Ver Hage 
property. To the east of Vantage Point 8 on Echo Lake Road between the 
Heritage Trail and the roadway is an undeveloped parcel of land not controlled 
by the Applicant. This parcel of land creates a substantial buffer between the 
Ver Hage property and Echo Lake Road. Nearer the Project Site on Hartley 
Road, a large stand of trees surrounded by the Cheechunk Creek is proposed to 
remain. As such, limited visibility is anticipated from this location. 



Chapter III: Responses to Comments on the DEIS 

 III-113 09/28/2016 

 Vantage Points 9a and 9b are both tangential views and not respective of Comment 241:
potential visual impacts. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes)  

Response: These views are provided to document the visual context within which the 
Proposed Project would be located. Vantage Points 9a and 9b show conditions 
along the northern portion of Hartley Road and along Echo Lake Road near its 
intersection with Hartley Road and Cheechunk Road. 

 Vantage Point 10 is not taken from the road and therefore not representative of Comment 242:
the views the general public would see. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting 
Notes) 

Response: Vantage Point 10 is taken from a higher elevation than the road. There is a 
drainage ditch and small berm along the edge of the Strong Farm property at its 
border with Owens Road. As such, View 10 is a broader view than what would 
be visible to the general public from this point on Owens Road. 

 Vantage Points 10-13 also look away from the Proposed Projects (Amy’s/SOS) Comment 243:
and do not add any insight into the visual impacts of the Proposed Projects. 
Different perspectives should be presented. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting 
Notes)  

Response: Vantage Points 10, 11A, 12 and 13 are of the Strong Farm from Owens Road. 
The Strong Farm property would be used for temporary parking for the SoS 
volunteers during the National Conference. No permanent improvements are 
proposed. The water towers associated with the Hudson Valley Psychiatric 
Center are visible from Vantage Point 12. In the valley below these towers is 
where the proposed SoS Conference Center would be located. Being in the 
valley, and due to the intervening topography and vegetation, no views of the 
SoS Conference Center are anticipated from this location.  

Vantage Point 11B is taken from Owens Road facing the proposed Amy’s 
Kitchen manufacturing facility. From this more elevated position in the 
landscape views into the interior of the Ver Hage property and Echo Lake 
property are theoretically possible. The SoS Conference Center would 
potentially be visible west of center of this view. However, as documented in 
the existing conditions photographs taken from Vantage Point 11b, existing 
vegetation along Owens Road and on the Ver Hage property significantly limit 
long-distance views to the south and southwest. Thus, it is not anticipated that 
the Amy’s Kitchen manufacturing facility or the SoS Conference Center would 
be visible from this location. 

 Vantage Points 15a and 15b. Are tangential to the project and do not represent Comment 244:
potential visual impacts. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes)  
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Response: These views were required by the adopted scope and provide context for the 
current condition of the existing and future Heritage Trail. 

 Vantage Points 16 and 17 offer significant visual impacts which may be Comment 245:
mitigated by berms and plantings. Effort should be made to reduce the impacts 
of these views of the project. Greater care should be taken to assess the visual 
impacts of a project this significant. I would suggest that the study be redone to 
better represent the visual impacts of the project. (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes)  

Response: To provide a conservative analysis of potential visual impacts, the photo-
simulations included in the DEIS do not show proposed vegetation. The 
Proposed Project will include landscaping along Hartley Road to lessen the 
potential impact of this view. 

 Figures III N-27 through N-32 depicts parking lots. The lots do not have any Comment 246:
vegetation / trees included in the designs. Vegetation and islands would greatly 
reduce the impact of a heat sink effect such a large area would have. It may also 
improve storm water runoff and the night sky friendliness of the project. (2016-
05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: To provide a conservative analysis of potential visual impacts, the photo-
simulations included in the DEIS do not show proposed vegetation. The 
Proposed Project will include landscaping in the parking areas to lessen the 
potential impact of these views. 

CHAPTER III-O: ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION 

 As documented in the DEIS, the DEC Division of Materials Management has Comment 247:
approved the closure of two monitoring wells on the Ver Hage property 
associated with the former Al Turi landfill. There are no further concerns with 
the development relative to this landfill. Once plans for the sewer/water main 
are prepared, staff may have concerns if disturbance is proposed within the 
footprint of the State Superfund Program site “Middletown Dump”, located east 
of the sewage treatment plant. (2016-06-10_NYSDEC) 

Response: Comment noted. 

 Isn't there a garbage transfer station on Hartley Road? Is it still there and will it Comment 248:
have an impact on Amy's Kitchen? (2016-05-31_Dunlevy) 

Response: The Interstate Waste Service transfer station on Hartley Road is adjacent to the 
southern property line of the Ver Hage property. Amy’s Kitchen does not 
believe that this active transfer station would have any impacts on its operations. 
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The proposed loading docks for Amy’s Kitchen would face the southern 
property line. 

 How will the sale of the Old Al Turi site affect the VerHage Site as far Comment 249:
contaminants go. The Report does not address this. (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: Potential contaminants from the Old Al Turi landfill site were evaluated in the 
DEIS. Please refer to Chapter III.D-O and Appendix III.O-1 through III.O-8. 

 Since these were farms there has been found old equipment and debris from old Comment 250:
oil and gas tanks. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: Environmental Site Assessments were conducted for each property. Please refer 
to Chapter III.D-O and Appendix III.O-1 through III.O-8. 

 Construction of Amy's would cause abandonment of 3 monitoring wells Comment 251:
associated with the landfill. They feel this is not critical to the Landfill. Is that 
true! (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: The abandonment of these wells has been evaluated and approved by NYSDEC. 
Please refer to DEIS Appendix III.O-8. 

CHAPTER III-P: CULTURAL RESOURCES 

 Page III P-10- DEIS states that Phase III Data Recovery Plans will be design Comment 252:
and carried out. Confirmation of the completion and results of all studies that 
are available to the public should be provided to the Board as soon as available. 
If not already provided, all documentation between LAI and SHPO should be 
provided. (2016-05-26_CEA_Natural) 

Response: The data recovery plans are being prepared and will be submitted to SHPO for 
approval. The Applicant will copy the Town of Goshen on all relevant 
correspondence with SHPO, and the results of the studies. 

 If the Applicant shifted the access road, it may be possible to avoid disturbing Comment 253:
two archeological sites of interest rather than three as currently proposed. (2016-
06-10_OrangeCounty) 

Response: The alignment of the access road is constrained by its proximity to wetlands, 
topography, land ownership, and the location of the necessary geometry for the 
new intersection. Shifting the access road to avoid the two archaeological sites 
would likely result in greater impacts to wetlands or steep slopes. 



Amy’s Kitchen/Science of the Soul 

09/28/2016 III-116  

 Please provide details of mitigation measures to be taken to preserve cultural Comment 254:
resources that have been deemed unavoidable as well as the basis for 
determining those cultural resources are unavoidable. (2016-06-10_Cerullo) 

Response: Phase III Data Recovery Plans will be designed and carried out in accordance 
with SHPO. 

CHAPTER III-Q: AGRICULTURE 

 The DEIS discusses various areas that will remain active farmlands. Discussion Comment 255:
as to the Applicant’s willingness to designate these areas as forever farmland 
should be considered. (2016-05-26_CEA_Natural) 

Response: The Strong Farm will be protected through a Conservation Easement to be 
enforced by the Town of Goshen. Activities on Strong Farm will be limited to 
farming and existing residential uses. Repair or replacement of existing 
buildings, as well as construction of new agricultural buildings within the 
developed area will be permitted. Any new buildings will be designed to be 
consistent with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan and Scenic Overlay District 
and would require approval of the Town. In addition, no new development will 
occur within wetland or floodplain areas, and foraging habitat for the Indiana 
bat and northern long-eared bat will be preserved. Temporary volunteer parking 
and overflow parking (if needed) will also be allowed in the areas indicated in 
Figures I-30 and I-31 during the three-day annual SoS National Conference. 

 Located in the Hudson Valley, Amy’s has a unique opportunity to develop a Comment 256:
reuse program with the surrounding farmers so that pallets, sacs, crates and 
other transporting materials can be continuously reused. This will reduce the 
Applicant’s solid waste. (2016-06-10_OrangeCounty) 

Response: Amy’s Kitchen is committed to reducing and eliminating solid waste from its 
operations. Amy’s Kitchen has established relations and partnerships with local 
businesses around its existing plants. Amy’s has programs at each food 
processing facility and office to separate solid waste into distinct groups to 
provide clean recyclable waste to those companies that process and recycle 
specific materials. Packaging materials from raw materials and operating 
supplies may be returned to the supplier for re-use or enter the recycling stream. 
Food wastes are also segregated for use in off-site composting and animal feed 
for dairy cattle feed only. Amy’s Kitchen also supplies pallets to local recyclers 
for re-use. When pallets cannot be re-used, Amy’s has established relations with 
biomass companies to convert pallets to electricity. Amy’s Kitchen will pursue 
relations and partnerships with local businesses in the Orange County area to 
continue to reduce waste and encouraging recycling. 
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 I have a couple of concerns about the agricultural section here. I think it could Comment 257:
use a little bit more detail exactly what kind of tests you're running, what kind of 
vegetables were involved in that and how much you plan to source from like 
Orange County and/or the Hudson Valley or the wider area. I'm a small 
vegetable farm myself here. I grow in the black dirt. A number of other growers 
out there have expressed a concern about the labor problem. I mean labor is a 
very, very short -- is in very short supply now. We pay more than minimum 
wage because we have to. There's just no way anybody is going to work for less 
than $10 an hour. People that come here, they get housing, you know, people 
that come on H2A, the Federal programs, which, don't quote me on this, was 
known as the former Brusaro program back in the `50s, if anybody remembers 
that. You have to pay those people to come in, you have to pay for them to go 
home, you have to have housing for them. If you hire anybody local that's – that 
does a similar job, you have to pay them the effective wage rate which is almost 
$11 an hour now. The people that work in agriculture are very skilled. They can 
do anything from manual labor to operating equipment. Growers out there are 
really concerned that a lot of these people are going to go and do something 
else. The numbers that you use, there are a lot of people. A lot of those people 
don't either want to work that hard or can't work that hard. So those numbers 
really don't reflect the potential labor pool in agriculture. Could you please deal 
with that issue? (2016-05-31_Lupinski) 

Response: The Amy’s Kitchen project is not anticipated to result in significant in-migration 
of workers, or to compete with existing agricultural operations for workers. The 
analysis contained in DEIS Chapter III.M indicates that there are approximately 
11,336 available workers (unemployed, exceeding stable unemployment rate of 
4.5 percent) living within a one (1)-hour drive of the Project Site. Of these, 
roughly 4,060 available workers live within 30 minutes of the site, and over a 
quarter of those (1,090 workers) are in the “blue collar” occupational category 
from which Amy’s Kitchen would draw a majority of its employees.  

The total number of full-time equivalent (FTE) workers needed to staff the 
Amy’s Kitchen facility upon completion of Phase 2 is 681. Of these, 630 
employees would work in food production, 30 employees would provide facility 
maintenance, and 21 employees would work in a supervisory or plant safety and 
engineering capacity. Wages are anticipated to be comparable to prevailing 
wages for similarly skilled jobs in the Project Area, including agricultural 
workers. As such, there is a sufficient workforce within the area from which to 
draw employees, and the Proposed Project is not anticipated to compete for 
labor with the agricultural industry. 

 My interest is in this Strong Farm. Two of them members there made reference Comment 258:
to it. One, we talk about raising crops, agriculture on the farm. Then I hear, if I 
heard correctly, they're going to use it as parking for, I guess was it a thousand 
cars or something they had their various events. Ralph, you brought up a good 
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point. To keep the Strong Farm perpetually a farm. I mean we've seen 
developers come in, we're going to do this, do that. Next thing you know you 
have a housing project. I guess I could get my answer relative to John, you're a 
farmer, what kind of crops. There's going to be a time when they're harvested. 
Does this interfere at all with the various events they're going to have? Did I 
hear correctly that that area is going to be used for parking? (2016-05-31_Boss) 

Response: As discussed in Chapter I, SoS proposes a Conservation Easement on Strong 
Farm to preserve the agricultural use of the fields. Temporary parking for 
volunteers would be coordinated with crop farming occurring on the site. 

 I just like to say very interesting Orange County and some of the data is from Comment 259:
the AG and farm protection board, 43 milking farms…[and] Amy's needs a 
considerable amount of cheese…So I just wanted to make sure that you 
understood we have we've more land than Ulster County, Dutchess, even 
northern Jersey that are competitive farm lands and the field crops that we have 
here, should I say dairy, we have good opportunities and we're looking to 
support local farms and yes there is a certainly a need and a desire certainly for 
field crops which they're going to do and the Cornell Cooperative has been 
working for two years with them to develop non GMO and certified organic 
products. So it's an ongoing project. These people know what they want to buy 
and everyone is working hard to do it. (2016-05-31_Zuckerman) 

Response: Amy’s Kitchen is several years along in its efforts to find grower partnerships in 
the Orange County area. It has been meeting regularly with local growers and 
has planted several test crops in the county. Amy’s Kitchen has identified two 
food processors and is working with a separate group interested in adding more 
processing capability to the area. Amy’s Kitchen is optimistic about developing 
long-lasting partnerships with local growers.  

 I'm curious about the farming aspect which I think is wonderful. The Strong Comment 260:
property but also local farmers who are currently not organic, there are very few 
organic farmers in our area in Orange County. When you speak to someone who 
has clean farming practices they say the certification process for organic is 
costly, time consuming. I was wondering is Amy's planning on helping these 
local farmers who want to become organic so they may be utilized by Amy's. 
(2016-05-31_Dunlevy) 

Response: Amy’s Kitchen is working with the Rodale Institute, which is providing grant 
money to the local farmers to learn how to convert to organic farmers and along 
to convert to organic farms. 

 Amy say they will purchase organic produce from Hudson Valley. There are a Comment 261:
limited number of organic farmers in black dirt area because of pressure from 
surrounding area. Will have to probably go outside of the area to fulfill their 
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needs. Also Amy's does not take the produce directly from the farm and all 
produce would have to be prepared by another facility before going to Amy 
plant. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: As stated in the DEIS, Amy’s Kitchen currently sources 95 percent of its 
organic material from the United States, the vast majority from the west coast. 
Amy’s Kitchen is actively working with and pursuing increasing east coast 
suppliers and is working with local producers and processors to develop a 
supply chain for locally grown organic products. Amy’s Kitchen works directly 
with growers across the world to develop specific crops for use in their food. 
One of the organic principles to which it subscribes is a preference for locally 
grown vegetables. Amy’s Kitchen seeks to match its needs with what naturally 
grows in a specific area. In other words, it doesn’t try to grow crops in regions 
where they won’t thrive. 

Through word of mouth, and referrals from county agriculture agents, Amy’s 
Kitchen identifies local organic farmers who would like to grow for Amy’s. In 
addition, Amy’s Kitchen is active in encouraging conventional farmers to begin 
the three year transition to organic agriculture. Once Amy’s Kitchen has made 
the connection with local growers, it discusses potential varieties of vegetables 
that tend to do well in the area. Following that, a test plot is planted to evaluate 
how well the plant variety will grow in the local soil and weather conditions. 

 Fiscal impact 11,336 unemployed in county and 4,060 are available blue collar. Comment 262:
681 employees of which 630 plant workers. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting 
Notes) 

Response: As discussed in DEIS Chapter III.M, “Fiscal Impacts,” the Amy’s Kitchen 
project is not anticipated to result in significant in-migration of workers, or to 
compete with existing agricultural operations for workers. The analysis 
contained in Chapter III.M indicates that there are approximately 11,336 
available workers (unemployed, exceeding stable unemployment rate of 4.5 
percent) living within a one (1)-hour drive of the Project Site. Of these, roughly 
4,060 available workers live within 30 minutes of the site, and over a quarter of 
those (1,090 workers) are in the “blue collar” occupational category from which 
Amy’s Kitchen would draw a majority of its employees. The total number of 
full-time equivalent (FTE) workers needed to staff the Amy’s Kitchen facility 
upon completion of Phase 2 is 681. Of these, 630 employees would work in 
food production, 30 employees would provide facility maintenance, and 21 
employees would work in a supervisory or plant safety and engineering 
capacity. Wages are anticipated to be comparable to prevailing wages for 
similarly skilled jobs in the Project Area, including agricultural workers. As 
such, there is a sufficient workforce within the area from which to draw 
employees, and the Proposed Project is not anticipated to compete for labor with 
the agricultural industry. 
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 Although site identified as prime farm land, it hasn't been farmed in decades. Comment 263:
Although Soons Orchard will continue to farm the strong farm. (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: Although the Proposed Project would construct permanent facilities on lands 
identified as having “Prime Farmland Soils” or “Farmland Soils of Statewide 
Significance,” these soils were heavily disturbed by past mining and industrial-
related uses on the properties. Furthermore, the Proposed Project would retain 
the Strong Farm—the only active and viable agricultural use on the Project Site. 

CHAPTER III-R: AIR QUALITY 

 Please provide details regarding impacts from odors generated by the project Comment 264:
and mitigation measures. (2016-06-10_Cerullo) 

Response: Based on Amy’s experience at its plants in Oregon and California, no significant 
odors will be generated by the Proposed Project. The proposed As such, no 
mitigation is proposed. 

 Article 19, Air Pollution Control – The III.R Air Quality section states that Comment 265:
process boilers will be used by Amy's Kitchen with a “maximum expected heat 
input capacity of approximately 36 million British thermal units per hour”. No 
information was provided on the capacity of boilers for the Science of the Soul 
building. If any boilers are in excess of 10 million British thermal units per 
hour, then a permit or registration pursuant to Article 19 will be required. (2016-
06-10_NYSDEC) 

Response: A permit or registration pursuant to Article 19 will obtained if required. 

CHAPTER III-S: CONSTRUCTION 

 The Board should discuss the definition of “construction activities” as it applies Comment 266:
to starting times. Do the time restrictions include equipment warmup and 
shutdown time? (2016-05-26_CEA_Natural) 

Response: Construction of the Proposed Project would comply with all applicable noise 
and construction regulations, as defined by the Code of the Town of Goshen. 
Warmup of machinery that exceeds the noise thresholds will be postponed to 
8:00 am on weekdays and 9:00 am on weekends, and shutdown would occur by 
8:00 pm consistent with §70-2 of the Town Code. 

 The DEIS seems to indicate no road improvements or maintenance to Hartley Comment 267:
Road. Is that the understanding of the Board? (2016-05-26_CEA_Natural) 
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Response: Since the Proposed Project would be accessed from a new road off NYS Route 
17M, no impacts to Hartley Road are anticipated. As such, no improvements are 
proposed. 

 Excavated material will be used from the Echo Lake property to fill the Ver Comment 268:
Hage property, we want to make sure Ver Hage fill will not be brought to the 
Echo Lake property. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: Excavated material from the Ver Hage property would not be used to fill the 
Echo Lake property. 

 Page III.S-3 state 66,582 cubic yards of fill would be imported to the Echo Lake Comment 269:
property, what type of material and from where? (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: Construction materials that would form the sub-base of the building slab or 
internal roadways or that would be used to back-fill foundation and/or trenches 
and would be required to be imported to the Echo Lake property as well as the 
Ver Hage property. 

 The new access road that’s referred to on page III.S-1 off of NYS Rt 17M, is Comment 270:
this what will eventually be the permanent access road? (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: Yes, access to the Proposed Project will be provided by the new access road. 

 Where will the construction entrance be to access the Ver Hage property for the Comment 271:
bridge construction, and once the bridge is done, will all/most construction 
traffic access the site off of 17M? (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: Construction access to the Ver Hage property will initially be provided through 
the existing driveway on Hartley Road. However, once the new access road 
from NYS Route 17M is constructed, construction access will be provided from 
that route. 

 The section on construction is fairly thorough, citing their adherence to Comment 272:
NYSDEC, OSHA, NYSDOT and local regulations regarding storm water run-
off, contaminated waste disposal, noise levels and traffic control. It’s somewhat 
unclear what the timing will be regarding the construction of the reconfigured 
intersection at 17M and Training Center Lane, getting much of that done prior 
to the start of construction on phase 1 would go a long way to ease any 
disruptions/delays on 17M. (2016-05-25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes)  
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Response: The proposed access road and bridge would be constructed in the first phase of 
the development, and would provide access through the remaining construction 
period. 

 During construction activities at proposed State Route 17M/Training Center Comment 273:
Lane/Site Access intersection, special consideration must be given to garbage 
trucks and other vehicles traveling to and from the County Transfer Station on 
Training Center Lane. Additional traffic control measures, such as signs, 
flaggers, etc., should be provided as part of the Maintenance and Protection of 
Traffic plan(s) in order to minimize confusion about Transfer Station access. 
(2016-06-10_OCDPW Report) 

Response: The Highway Improvement Plans for the NYS Route 17M/Training Center 
Lane improvements include Work Zone Traffic Control plans for the 
Maintenance and Protection of Traffic. Since the relocated Training Center Lane 
is being constructed west of its current location it is anticipated that the existing 
Training Center Lane roadway would remain open until such time that the 
relocated roadway is completed. The Applicant will continue to coordinate with 
the County to ensure proper Maintenance and Protection of Traffic is provided. 

 The DEIS indicates site grading on the Echo Lake and Ver Hage properties will Comment 274:
commence simultaneously and the Amy’s Kitchen Facility will likely be 
completed prior to the Science of the Soul (SoS) Conference Center. We 
understand all site improvements must be completed before any Certificates of 
Occupancy may be issued and suggest the Applicant consider a phasing plan to 
allow issuance of the Certificate(s) of Occupancy and startup of the Amy’s 
Kitchen Facility while SoS is being completed. (2016-05-
27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The Applicant will pursue a phased site plan approval so that the Amy’s Kitchen 
Manufacturing Facility may open prior to the completion of the Science of the 
Soul Conference Center. 

CHAPTER IV: UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE IMPACTS 

 The DEIS fails to address the loss of existing and future wildlife associated with Comment 275:
construction activities and habitat loss. (2016-05-26_CEA_Natural) 

Response: As stated in the DEIS, the Proposed Project would result in unavoidable adverse 
impacts to vegetation and wildlife through clearing and grading activities. 
However, the following measures have been identified to minimize or mitigate 
those impacts such that they would not be significant adverse impacts. 

The Proposed Project would result in disturbance to approximately 151 acres of 
vegetation, including approximately 52 acres of the approximately 219 acres of 
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successional southern hardwoods on the Project Site and Ancillary Properties. 
To avoid direct impacts to the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat that 
would be considered a take under the Endangered Species Act and Article 11 of 
the ECL, clearing of forested areas would be limited to the period between 
October 31 and March 31, consistent with NYSDEC regulations. To offset 
indirect impacts to the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat and an indirect 
take under Article 11 of the ECL, the Proposed Project would include the 
preservation of approximately 165 total acres of woodland across the Project 
Site and Ancillary Properties. In addition, the Proposed Project would preserve 
22 acres of old field, 11 acres of shrubland, 6 acres of sedge meadow, 1 acre of 
shallow emergent marsh, and 62 acres of cropland among the four (4) properties 
comprising the Project Site. This would benefit Indiana and northern long-eared 
bats, as well as the numerous other species of animals and plants that occupy 
these areas and are associated with these habitat types. Other features of the 
Proposed Project and measures that would be implemented to avoid or minimize 
potential impacts to Indiana and northern long-eared bats would include best 
management practices for outdoor nighttime lighting, orchard-style design of 
the SoS parking area, and construction of Proposed Project elements on old field 
and shrubland to minimize tree removal and encroachment into wooded areas. 
Surveys of NYS-special concern reptiles/amphibians that may occur on the 
Project Site would be conducted prior to construction so any individuals found 
could be relocated outside of the areas of disturbance. 

Development of the Proposed Project will provide extensive areas suitable for 
landscape planting and site restoration, especially within the lands on the Ver 
Hage property that were stripped of topsoil during closure of the landfill and 
within the central portion of the Echo Lake property. Native plant species would 
be specified in a Landscape Plan to be developed for review/approval by the 
Town during the Site Plan review stage. Such native bunch-forming grasses as 
switchgrass, little bluestem, and Indian grass used in combination with low 
shrubs such as shadbush, chokeberry, inkberry, and dogwoods can create an 
attractive landscape for employees and visitors while simultaneously providing 
foraging habitat for native wildlife, securing the soil, and minimizing 
stormwater runoff. Implementation of the Landscape Plan will provide a unique 
opportunity to shape the site’s post-construction plant community for the benefit 
of site and regional ecology. With these measures in place, significant adverse 
impacts to the Project Site’s vegetation and wildlife would not result from the 
Proposed Project. 

CHAPTER V: ALTERNATIVES 

 Alternate 2 considers allowing secondary egress from SoS National Conference. Comment 276:
FEIS should define secondary egress and whether modifications to internal site 
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circulation would be necessary to facilitate site egress from two (2) locations. 
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: Under Alternative 2, primary access to the site during normal activities would 
be provided from the new access road on NYS Route 17M. On a daily basis, 
access from Echo Lake Road would be limited to emergencies only. However, 
during the National Conference, should it be allowed, the Echo Lake entrance 
would be opened to allow egress from the site. It is anticipated that SoS would 
retain a police officer to facilitate safe crossing over the Heritage Trail during 
this time. No internal changes to the site plan are required to facilitate the 
implementation of this alternative. 

 Alternate 3 considers permanent access to Amy’s from Hartley Road. Comment 277:
Intersection analysis is included with Traffic Impact Study. FEIS should include 
evaluation of Hartley Road (e.g. geometry, structural composition, sight 
distances, etc.) to determine what improvements (if any) are necessary to 
accommodate additional construction, delivery truck and employee vehicle use. 
(2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: If permanent access to the Amy’s Kitchen Site from Hartley Road were to be 
pursued rather than the currently proposed emergency access only, additional 
improvements would be required along NYS Route 17M at Hartley Road 
including separate left turn lanes on NYS Route 17M and widening along 
Hartley Road to accommodate the truck turning maneuvers. In addition, 
upgrades to the length of Hartley Road up to the site access may also be 
required including roadway resurfacing, pavement rehabilitation, and pruning of 
vegetation.  

CHAPTER VI: ENERGY USE AND SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT 

 Chapter VI states that Amy’s is considering installing solar panels on its facility Comment 278:
but SOS is installing solar panels on its facility. NY State has a goal that 50% of 
its electric generation must come from renewable energy sources by 2030, has 
Amy’s actually consulted with NYSERDA or any solar installers regarding 
solar generation at its facility? If not why not? (2016-05-
25_ToG_ERB_Meeting Notes) 

Response: Due to the presence of roof-top mechanicals, Amy’s Kitchen is unable to locate 
roof mounted solar panels. 

CHAPTER VII: IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVEABLE COMMITMENT OF 
RESOURCES 

There were no comments received on this Chapter of the DEIS. 
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CHAPTER VIII: GROWTH-INDUCING 

 DEIS indicates the proposed water and sewer utility lines within the Heritage Comment 279:
Trail Utility Corridor will be privately owned and sized to only accommodate 
the Project. Pipeline sizing calculations should be provided so this may be 
verified. (2016-05-27_H2M_Engineering) 

Response: The proposed water and sewer utility lines within the Heritage Trail Utility 
Corridor will be privately owned and sized to only accommodate the Project. No 
connections are contemplated or proposed. 

 If Legoland comes to Goshen, and Amy’s Kitchen comes to Goshen, on any Comment 280:
given day there won’t be any room for our taxpayers to live in the Town or the 
Village. Thus, I am not in favor of the Amy’s Kitchen projects. I feel in the long 
run it will only detract from our historical country community. (2016-06-
06_Torcivia) 

Response: The DEIS has evaluated the potential impacts of the proposed Amy’s Kitchen 
Manufacturing Facility and SoS Conference Center. Mitigation measures are 
included as part of the Proposed Project to avoid significant adverse impacts. 
The potential environmental impacts of Legoland will need to evaluated under 
SEQRA at such time a formal application is presented to the Town of Goshen. 

LegoLand is proposed to be developed on property located on the south side of 
NYS Route 17 and Harriman Drive east of the NYS Route 17 Exit 125 
Eastbound On/Off Ramps and east of the Glen Arden facility. LegoLand is 
currently anticipated to be completed in 2019 or beyond. As it relates to the 
Proposed Project, LegoLand is expected to have little or no traffic generation 
during the AM Peak Hour of Amy’s Kitchen (6:00 AM to 7:00 AM) and only 
minor employee traffic volumes during the AM Peak highway hour (7:30 AM to 
8:30 AM) analyzed in the DEIS Traffic Impact Study since the LegoLand Park 
will not be open until 10:00 AM. The LegoLand peak exit time periods are 
expected to occur after 5:00 PM which is after the PM Peak Hour of Amy’s 
Kitchen Generation (3:00 PM to 4:00 PM). Furthermore, preliminary estimates 
based on LegoLand data indicates that the majority of their site generated traffic 
(over 70%) will be destined to and from the east along NYS Route 17. As a 
result, NYS Route 17M in the vicinity of the Amy’s Kitchen/SoS development 
is expected to experience approximately 5% or less of the LegoLand traffic 
which would equate to 15 to 20 vehicles per direction during the peak hours 
analyzed in the Amy’s Kitchen Traffic Study. This level of traffic volume is 
accounted for as part of the background traffic growth included in the Amy’s 
Kitchen/SoS Traffic Impact Study. 
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