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OPENI NG REMARKS
CHAI RMVAN BERGUJS: As far as public
comment, each individual will have four
m nutes to speak, there wll be a
tinmer, when the four mnutes is up, you
wll hear a jingle, that neans it's

time to step aside and | et the next

person in line speak, so they'l|l have
t he opportunity as well. Once you have
spoken, that will be your only

opportunity to speak on this project in
public, at a public hearing. After

whi ch, you can provide the Town and
this board with as many comments as you
choose to cone up with in witing, they
woul d be presented to Neil at the
bui | di ng departnment and they would then
be considered in the furtherance of
this project.

As a joint decision between the
Town Board and the Pl anning Board, it
was decided that the witten comments
period will be extended to
January 10th, so you'll get to enjoy

your holidays, not think about it, if
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OPENI NG REMARKS
you choose not to. The 10th will be --
presum ng the public hearing is cl osed,
the 10th will be the deadline for
witten comrents, so once you' ve nade
your comment this evening, your one
four-m nute w ndow, anything el se you
may cone up with this evening or in the
future between now and January 10th can
be provided in witing. |If you do not
use your four mnutes, you can't wll
it to the guy next to you or behind
you. He starts the clock all over
again, he doesn't get six mnutes or
seven mnutes or anything |ike that
because you only used one mnute. So
if you need four mnutes, use it, if
you don't, pass the mc to the
i ndi vi dual behind you. As we have done
in the past, we'll alternate -- once we
start, we'll alternate fromone side to
t he other, so pl ease be courteous and
just pay attention to who's speaking so
t hat we can nove the two lines. Like |

sai d before, once you' ve spoken, please
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OPENI NG REMARKS
sit down. You have the one opportunity
t o speak.

If we do need to continue this
public hearing, and it very well may be
possi bl e, depending on the interest in
speaking this evening, it wll be
carried forward to Monday evening, the
19th, 7:30 at the high school. And
we'll et you know that as we get
closer to the end of the neeting. W
do have the school until just before
11 o' clock this evening. So it wll
gi ve people the opportunity to speak,
hopeful ly, up until that point.

So, again, w thout any further ado.

MR. BLOOWFIELD: | would like to
make a notion to open the public
hearing. |s there a second?

MR. VANDERMOLEN: Second.

MR. BLOOWFI ELD: All in favor?

(Chorus of ayes.)

MR, BLOOMFI ELD: From our
st andpoi nt, we vote.

(The notion was seconded.)
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O ROURKE REMARKS

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: So the Town
Board's public hearing is open. It's
bei ng operated jointly with the
Pl anni ng Board's public hearing on
this -- on their project.

Ckay. Were's John. John, if you
nay.

MR. O ROURKE: Good evening, ny
name i s John O Rourke, | apologize to
t he Board that ny back is to them but
| believe the Board realizes it is.
And, again, | apologize to the
audi ence, the venue, we couldn't use
the AV system this is a small screen,
| knowit's hard to see in the back;
however, this docunent is in the FD S
-- or the DEIS so the figure that we
refer to wll be there. Cenerally,
it's a proposed 522, plus or m nus,
acreage site bordered --

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Can't hear
you.

MR O ROURKE: |I'mworking on it,

"' mworking on it.




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

10

O ROURKE REMARKS

So the project site is about
522 acres, it is located in the town of
Goshen off of Harriman Drive in the
nort heast portion of it, along the
Qui ckway, it extends back to a portion
of Conklingtown Road at the very end of
t he 522 acres. To the east, it hits
Arcadi a Road and Arcadia Hills
subdivision, it's up in this area
(indicating), and to the west, again,
is the old Arden HIl, BOCES, den
Arden and Alliance. |It's proposed to
devel op out of the 522 acres about 145
w |l be disturbed and that will include
t he LEGOLAND Park itself centered in
t he project area. The parking area,
what we call the back of the house or
the adm nistrative buil ding, a 250-room
hotel and a future SEA LIFE, which is,
quot e-unquote, "ny first aquarium™
about 25, 000 square feet, which would
be devel oped in the next several years,
but it is part of this project as of

Nnow.
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11

O ROURKE REMARKS

Parking is in the rear of the
parcel, those who are famliar, there's
a |l arge Orange & Rockl and power |ine
that splits the property. The parking
woul d be up to there and al so, there's
a cell tower back there, many of you
may be aware of that as well, that's
the project limts for the disturbance.
Agai n, approximately 5,000 -- actually,
5,500 parking spots for both the day
guests, hotel guests and the back of
house where we park the enpl oyees.

Let ne flip this over. Previously,
t he Board had di scussed -- or as part
of the public hearing, there was a | and
transfer, a sale between the two
properties between us and the Town of
CGoshen, |I've tried this, again, it's
Figure Roman Nuneral 11-2 in the DEIS,
but I've highlighted it here indicating
t he exi sti ng Town- owned parcels and the
existing wells on the site. The blue
are the Town-owned parcels. Fromthe

revi ew of previous nmaps, it appears
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12

O ROURKE REMARKS
that this was open space, sone wetl ands
and undevel oped areas and part of the
future expansion of Arcadia Hlls,
along with three parcels for the three
wells that now feed the Arcadi a water
district. However, two of the wells
are outside the project or the
Town- owned property, and none of the
wel |l s have the required Health
Depart nent requirenment of 200-f oot
control and ownership. So as part of
t he proposal, property around those
wells and the well houses will be
provi ded, along with easenents and
access to also supply, utilize your
water |ines, which are actually not
controlled or not on your property.

In addition, there's two proposed
wells to be given to the Town, they
wer e devel oped several years ago, as a
proposal that was known as Lone Qak,
which is a residential subdivision on
this parcel, they had drilled two wells

on the parcel, Arcadia Hills water
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13

PUBLI C HEARI NG

district, actually, had used one of
t hose wells in an energency situation
in the past, and there's the intent to
provide those wells to the Town, al ong
wth the area around. And, again,
we' re applying these nine individual
smal | unusual shaped parcel s, and,
again, it's Figure 2-2 in the DEIS.

| wanted to keep it short because |
know t here was a |l ot of comments, so,
again, | can leave this map over here
on the side, maybe, if anybody wants to
refer to it.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: That woul d be
good, thank you.

MR, O ROURKE: Thank you

CHAI RVAN BERGUJS: Ckay. Just
before we start, now, with the public
conments, just a couple nore
housekeepi ng rules, | would ask that
you provi de respect to the speakers.
Whet her they have comments for or
agai nst the project, nore specifically

t he aspects of the -- that we're here
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14

PUBLI C HEARI NG
for, the local laws, the DEIS, the site
pl an, the clearing, etc. The two doors
at the rear of the roomneed to renain
open as energency exits, as well as for
the free flow of people, if anyone does
W sh to cone in that's not sitting in
the room presently, that they could
cone in and join us. There's plenty of
open seats, there's room al ong the
wal | s.

If you hear a comment that sounds
wonderful, don't sit there and clap for
t he i ndividual speaking, just let them
say their peace. |If you don't Ilike
what they're saying, don't boo, you
know, if they nake a comment you don't
li ke, just give themthe respect to
speak. Everything is being recorded,

t he stenographer, the notes, this way,
all your comments can be incorporated
into the further review of this
project. Wat | would ask you to do
when you step up to the mc is just

i ntroduce yourself, your name and your
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PUBLI C HEARI NG
address, if you would, and then go
about your comments and concerns.

So at this point, we'll start over
here on ny left and we'll alternate
back and forth.

Thank you.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. Thank you.
Good evening, ny nane is Denise
Tzouganatos, | do live in Goshen, | am
a parent of children in the district, |
am a teacher, | know nany of you
socially, and -- living in this town.
The reason |I'm here tonight is because
| want to bring to your attention the
division that this project has given
our town. We have had nei ghbor versus
nei ghbor, we have had peopl e on soci al
medi a destroyi ng each other, not
speaking to each other and it has
carried over into our school,

M. Conner, it has carried over into
all aspects of life. This project has
effected us deeply, and the reason that

we are against it is because we are
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PUBLI C HEARI NG

opposed to changing the Master Pl an.
The peopl e you see here wearing red,
there's few of us here because we have
famlies that depend on us, each one of
us here wearing red represents so many
nore that couldn't be here tonight, we
are unli ke the paid union workers who
are here getting paid tine and a half
to be here.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Excuse ne, again,
as a public hearing, just as a
rem nder, cone on.

(Interjections from audi ence.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Sir.

CHAI RVAN BERGAUJS: Pl ease, pl ease, |
am speaki ng, please, as | said before.
(Interjections from audi ence.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. This is ny
time?

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: We're cutting
into this lady's tinme, please, the
pur pose of the public hearing is to

speak on the various aspects of the
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PUBLI C HEARI NG

project, not personality attacks, and
let's keep it that way, please, for
everybody's sanity.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C May |
conti nue?

CHAl RMVAN BERGUS:  You nay.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Wth the
tinme. Thank you.

So the reason, again, that we are

here, please Town Board, understand

that this town is being divided, | am
sure M. Oe will go on to other
projects, | amsure the people who are

involved in this on the gl obal scale
wll go on to other things, we have to
l'ive here, and we now have issues with
traffic, as you know, and | know you
know all of it, I'"mnot going to repeat
it, but it has caused a rift in our
famly of Goshen that | don't know
we'll be able to heal at this tine.

Pl ease take that into account, Board,
because you -- you are our nei ghbors as

well, you are our friends as well, we
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PUBLI C HEARI NG

don't want to get to the point where --
and we all know how you vote on this,
it's public know edge, and we are going
to be voting again soon to keep you in
office or not based on how you vote on
this. | know that Rockland is -- one
nor e t hing.

(Interjections from audi ence.)

CHAl RMVAN BERGUS: Let's stay
f ocused, pl ease.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C: Rockl and di d
have this issue and they -- the mayor
did conme forth and say, this is causing
too nmuch of a problemin our town, it's
not going to heal.

Pl ease take that into
consi derati on, thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you. Ckay,
next, on the right, here, here.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C My nane is
Mart ha Bogart and | |ive at 156 South
Street, Goshen.

Dear Pl anni ng Board Menbers, | am
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PUBLI C HEARI NG
witing to informyou of an om ssion to
t he second DEI'S docunent relative to
LEGOLAND. On Page 140, in the section
under "Hi storic and Aesthetic
Resources,"” neither ny hone, nor ny
nei ghbor's home are included. M hone
is |located at 156 South Street, which
is extrenmely close to the proposed
devel opnent area, it is known as the
Everett-Bradner House, and it has been
on the national registry of historic
pl aces since 2004. M nei ghbor's hone
is |located at 145 South Street and is,
t herefore, even closer to the proposed
site for LEGOLAND, it is known as the
GCeorge T. Wsner hone -- House and has
been on the national registry of
hi storic places since 2005. It is
particularly galling that these
properties were omtted since | spoke
at the neeting held here at the C. J.
Hooker M ddl e School where | nentioned
it, that both houses were on the

registry. | have included ny letter
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PUBLI C HEARI NG

fromJuly, ny Wkipedia reference to
bot h honmes and al so the statenent from
nati onal registry, stating that we are
on the national registry.

Movi ng al ong to anot her issue, |
have - -

(Interjections from audi ence.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Qui et, pl ease.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. On anot her
issue, | would like you to know that |
had an apprai sal done on ny hone by
M. Eldred Carhart. Appraiser Carhart
stated, if the proposed LEGOLAND
pl anned theme park is actually
constructed, then the value of the
subj ect property could be reduced due
toits proximty to Reservoir Road and
the Route 17 overpass on South Street
by | ocati onal depreciation, increased
traffic with related noise and air
pol lution, as well as further strains
on the Village's nunicipal services in
an anount up to 25 percent of the val ue

of the appraised hone.
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PUBLI C HEARI NG

We need a flyover directly into the
LEGOLAND park to accommodate all the
traffic on Route 17 West.

Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Good
eveni ng, thank you for providing this
forumfor us to speak with you this
evening. |'m speaking this evening
from a uni que vant age point, the O ange
County Partnership is the nost
successful econom c devel opnent office
in New York state in terns of quantity
and quality of jobs that are created
and capital investnment garnered. W
serve as a voting nenber of the
governor's Regi onal Econom c
Devel opnent Council, we are active
menbers of the New York State Economc
Devel opnment Council for 30 years. Qur
per spective is very broad, but |I'm not
standi ng here this evening to be

braggadoci os about that, but rather for
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PUBLI C HEARI NG
you to understand ny vantage point as
it pertains to economc vitality and
opportunity. LEGOLAND wi |l have a
greater inpact on jobs with the
greatest econom c val ue on openi ng day
t han any other project in the entire
region that's slated right now, O ange
County and the town of Goshen is the
envy of our peers. |'ve been
approved - -

(I'nterjections by audience.)

CHAI RMAN BERGUS: Agai n, pl ease,
courtesy.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C ' ve been
approached by other community | eaders
t hroughout the county asking us to
bring LEGOLAND to the town of Wallkill
and New W ndsor and ot her conmmuniti es,
t he cal cul abl e advantages of this
project is evident and it's envied by
many. | have been approached by ny
col | eagues i n Rockland County that tel
me again and again, don't blow this.

You see, they have not hi ng but
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PUBLI C HEARI NG
regret and enbarrassnent over the job
| oss and the negative econom c i npact
there is incalculable. It's an
i ncal cul abl e because there's no way to
cal cul ate | ost opportunity. You see,
when we | ose the confi dence of, say,
comerci al brokers and i nvestors, who
woul d have not even -- who will not
even consi der Goshen in the future
because the perception would be that we
are closed for business, we wll never
know t he opportunities that we nmay have
had novi ng forward.

LEGOLAND i s buil di ng parks around
the world. Many of themthroughout
Asia. Only one in North America. The
world is watching, so we're on the nmap.
It was only three years ago that we
honored t he Goshen JEDI, the Joint
Econom c Devel opnment Initiative, for
t heir forward-thinking approach to
attracting and retaining business in
the town of Goshen, followi ng a | oss

when Macy's cane here to | and and they
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PUBLI C HEARI NG
weren't able to make that happen.

In a very short tinme, Goshen has
becone a town with a strategy, a vision
to grow and sustain itself
economcally. [It's clear that you
don't want to be the town that traffic
just drives through on 17 and no one
stops. We want Goshen to be a
destinati on where people stop, shop,
stay, spend noney and spend tine.

Thank you so nuch for your courage,
for your confidence, for your
| eadership and the ability to cal cul ate
this very nonunental opportunity, thank
you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RMVAN BERGUJUS: Thank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Good
evening, ny nane is Bill Hecht,

di strict superintendent, O ange-U ster
BOCES. A fact in this opening session,
| referred to a nunber of data points

wWwth regard to enroll nent at the




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

25

PUBLI C HEARI NG
Regi onal Education Center at Arden
HIll, which is on Harrinan drive. Thi s
evening, | just want to bring you up to
date and | have letters for the Board
as well, and it's just, Dear Goshen
Pl anni ng Board, at the regul ar neeting
on Decenber 8, 2016, the Orange-U ster
BOCES Property Board approved a project
resolution that would add new students
to the Regional Education Center at
Arden Hi Il and Harriman Drive. This
woul d al |l ow for additional growh.
This project wll increase the nunber
of students who attend the site, al ong
wth the volune of buses in the next
few years. The Board di scussed the
proposed construction of LEGOLAND t hene
park and the potential inpact given
this new informati on. The Board al so
had a brief report on the draft
envi ronnental i npact statenent and
information provided in the traffic
study, which included the proposed

flyover to Harriman Dri ve.
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PUBLI C HEARI NG

(I'nterjections by audience.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: \Where are they?

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. They're out
in the hallway.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Conti nue.

MEMBER COF THE PUBLI C: BOCES and
t he cooperative board would |i ke the
Pl anni ng Board to consider filing
addi ti onal points and a potenti al
i npact they could have on BOCES when
maki ng deci si ons about the project.
One recently approved plan to build out
cl assroom space at the second fl oor at
Arden Hill, along with the third fl oor
in the future, and that work, we hope,
w il begin this sumer of 2017, the
anticipated growh in student
enroll ment at this canpus and the
increase in the vol une of bus
transportation that this will bring to
Harriman Drive in the next two to
five years and then the inpact that the
proposed flyover woul d have on

decreasing the volume of traffic in and
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PUBLI C HEARI NG
around t he Regi onal Education Center of
Arden Hi Il and alleviate the safety
concerns. And | have copies of letters
for you, and |I' m done.

CHAI RMVAN BERGUJUS: Thank you very
nmuch.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Next, pl ease.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C My nane is
Robert Kaler, I'"mthe president of
Cl eco Electric.

CHAI RMVAN BERGAUS: Just speak a
[ittle | ouder.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C ' mthe
president of Cleco Electric, based here
in Orange county since 1949, and for
the record, | have a |lot of ny
enpl oyees here tonight, and | can
assure you, none of themare getting
pai d.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Let hi m speak,
you're cutting into his tine.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC: | ask
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PUBLI C HEARI NG

toni ght that this Board and both boards
gi ve every consideration to the
approval of this for Orange County and
t he Goshen comunity. The new jobs and
financial wndfall to the community
w il only make Goshen a much better
place to live and certainly not worse.
LEGOLAND wants to cone here as a great
contri buting nei ghbor, not a corporate
bully to disrupt the conmmunity and its
way of life. And let's not forget
about the value to our children, and in
my case, grandchildren, and whomthis
will be a cherished, cherished pl ace
for themto conme and visit and take
part of. To have this venue here in
Goshen is a trenendous treasure and it
shoul d be wel coned wth open arns, and
wth that said, |, again, respectfully
ask that this project continue the
process to approval.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

CHAI RMVAN BERGUJUS: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)
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CHAl RMVAN BERGAJS: M. Conner.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C H , good
evening, ny nane is Dan Conner, |I'mthe
school superintendent here at Goshen,
t hank you very nuch for this
opportunity to cone here and speak wth
you this evening, | wll stay pretty
much in step with our BOCES
superintendent, Bill Hecht, and our
concern froma district standpoint,
certainly, is getting students to and
fromthere. | knowit's been said,
| ook, your kids go to school before
8 o' clock, they | eave at 3: 00, but
t here are a nunber of buses, and | nean
two dozen or three dozen of our buses
every day that go m dday over there, so
| know in part of the DEIS, in that
report, it makes reference to a
flyover, and |I'm encouraged that the
State has contributed $3 mlIlion nore,
| just hope that every consideration,
we want our kids to get there in a

timely fashion, BOCES is an inportant
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part of our educational program and so
we really need that help and that
support .

Thank you for your tine.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you very
nmuch.

Sir.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. Thank you,
sir, esteened nenbers of the Goshen
Pl anni ng Board and the Town Board,
pl ease excuse ny voice, |'msuffering
fromthe sane thing a | ot of people are
suffering fromin Decenber.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS:  Your nane,
pl ease.

MEMBER CF THE PUBLI C: ' m sick, |
have a col d.

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: No, your nane.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C I'"'m Cerry
Ar geno.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

MEMBER CF THE PUBLI C: I was

getting right to that. |I'ma resident
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of Orange County, M. Chairman, | serve
on multi ple governing boards in the
Hudson Valley, in addition to being the
chai rman of the Pl anning Board for the
Town of New Wndsor. | want to be
clear, |I'm not speaking here tonight as
an official from New Wndsor, but as a
citizen in the county, in ny proposed
commentary on LEGOLAND. Havi ng spent
ten years on the Pl anning Board of New
Wndsor, 1'd like to think that ny
comrentary, my perspective, ny
experi ence has a conmponent of
i ndi viduality and uni queness. From a

pl anni ng perspective, you guys have a

top job, and believe ne, | get it, | do
get it on every level. Trying not to
get into rhetoric, I'"'mtrying to speak

on things that | have know edge of.
Well, | don't count that |I'm confi dent
that the quantity of applications that
| reviewed both as a chairman and a
menber of ny planning board is well in

excess of 500 and I can tell you with
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absol ute confidence, absol ute
confidence that there is a comon
thread with all of these applications,
every one of them and |I'm sure you
wll agree, to one degree or another, a
nei ghbor or a resident or a | oose group
or a conpany or sonebody is inpacted,
and for the nost part, human nature
does not like a change or a disruption
to the routine, that's who we are.
This project is no different. This is
the sane thing. The significant
difference that | see here is that if |
had to choose for nost all of the
devel opnent proposals | have revi ewed
in the town of New Wndsor, | would
choose this type of project, if | could
make a choice. |'ve seen trucking
termnals, residential devel opnent, big
and smal |, cluster devel opnent, [|ight
bul b manufacturers, factories, office
bui |l di ngs, et cetera, et cetera, et
cetera, of all of these, the type of

i npact that LEGOLAND represents, an
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anmusenent park, is probably in the
upper 10 or 15 percentile of desirable
i npacts that | would want in ny town,
in my opinion, M. Chairnman.

(Interjections from audi ence.)

MEMBER COF THE PUBLI C: | cannot
speak for him but | would guess that
my town supervisor would do all in his
power to attract this type of
devel opnent to our town. |If he were
given the opportunity. | can also tell
you that as a planning board chairnman,
| would do all in ny power, had | had
t he opportunity, to help the Applicant
in the process for the benefit of ny
town, not for the Applicant, for the
benefit of nmy town, and |' msure that's
exactly how you folks look at it. Not
only is the Applicant asked to, but
they are required by law to mtigate
their inpact. The planning board, you
guys, obviously, you need to conpel
themto do this, that's your job,

that's why the supervi sor appoi nted you
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or you're elected, |I'mnot sure how
your process works in your town. [ m
not going to get into nunbers and I'm
going to try to wap it up quickly,
because I'"'msure the tiner is going to
go off, as | have no firsthand
know edge of the nunbers and the
benefits, et cetera, but |I'msure
there's significant benefit to the
town, the fire, the police, the
anbul ance, the school district, you
guys cannot in good faith push this
devel opnent proposal away with all of
this on the table. You owe it to the
residents of this town and the
residents of this county and their
children to see this thing through.
Devel opnent is inevitable. Ten
seconds?

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Nope, we're done.
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER CF THE PUBLI C: | beg you,

do your due diligence, thank you very
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much for indulging ne, thank you very
much and good |luck with your efforts
her e.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Sir.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you very
nmuch.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. Thank you
all for your public service. M nane
is James O Donnell, and | amthe O ange
County legislator elect for this
district. | wll limt ny renmarks
tonight to public safety and energency
response tine.

As public servants, our Nunmber 1
priority is public safety. LEGOLAND
needs to have their own flyover now,
not two or three or four years from
now, after they open. In fact,
LEGOLAND shoul d not be approved to go
forward unl ess the flyover is open on
day one. Energency response pl ans,
crisis nmanagenent plans, all start wth

Wor st - case scenari o. They end when
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everyt hing possible, everything within
reason has been done and pl anned for to
save lives, |limt the danmage and
restore public confidence. Qur job as
public servants is to listen to the
experts, analyze data and make i nforned
deci sions. Energency response tinme
matters. Seconds matter. BOCES has
concerns, El ant has concerns, d en
Arden has concerns, the Goshen School
District has concerns, the Orange
County Pl anni ng Departnent has
concerns, all legitimte concerns, but
here is what we all should be concerned
about. That you, we, cannot find one
person within the three disciplines of
ener gency response, police, fire,
anbul ance, the professionals that can
stand before you and nake a case to
wait, delay or not even have a flyover.
Quite the opposite. A flyover wll
save lives. A flyover is a nust. To
not have one al so exposes our taxpayers

to unnecessary liability in the form of
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negl i gence. As governnent officials,
we have an obligation to protect those
who can't protect thenselves, to speak
out for those who can't speak out for
t hensel ves, in this case, we are the
voi ce and protector of our nost
val uabl e asset, our children, our
future. If this project is approved,
t he flyover nust be open on day one.
Let ne -- let ne | eave you with this.
If Arden Hill Hospital was still open
t oday, woul d you even consi der LEGOLAND
w t hout a flyover on day one? Are the
famly and friends we have at BOCES,
El ant, d en Arden and the surroundi ng
nei ghbor hood any | ess deserving of our
protection and due diligence than Arden
Hi Il Hospital patients and enpl oyees
woul d have been? | submt to you
toni ght that they are deserving of our
protection. And, again, if this
project is approved, the flyover nust

be open on day one. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
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CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

Sir.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C H, ny nane
is Brian Rye[ph} and I'm a nmenber --

CHAI RMAN BERGUS: Repeat your nane,
pl ease.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C: Bri an Rye.
Menber of the Orange County
Part ner shi p, the Orange County Chanber,
t he Goshen Chanber, conduct a | ot of
busi ness all throughout Orange County,
just for two m nutes of background, |
did used to work for an organi zati on
cal |l ed Hudson Val |l ey Technol ogy, it's
al so an Orange County-based
organi zation, its purpose was to go and
wor k wi th manufacturing throughout the
Hudson Valley to lien themout to help
keep themin business. As we know,
there's so much manufacturing that's
left the area for a ot of different
reasons, regulation, taxation, a | ot of
other things going on, it's certainly a

thing called a recession. During that




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

39

PUBLI C HEARI NG
period, | did happen to | ose ny
position with this conpany because as
t he manufacturing went, so did the need
for ny services.

In the work that | used to do, in
t he research that we used to conduct,
in the background of different
organi zations, it's just an anecdot al
bit of information |I'd like to give to
you, which you would have to search far
and wide for a LEGOLAND, a quality
conpany that you are having right here
and now.

And in addition to that, | just
want to tal k on an enotional basis,
which is the job opportunities that are
going to be given to a | ot of people
who, in the |ast nunber of years, have
either lost their jobs and don't see a
way forward. And just think of the
brain trust you're losing in the next
generation of people, young peopl e who
do not see an opportunity for themto

stay in this county. This is a prine
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opportunity that | guarantee you, if
you lose it, you're going to regret,
it'"s going to provide -- salvage a | ot
of famlies, it's going to give people
a lot of opportunity, it's going to
give the college kids in the sumertine
sonething to do, other than getting in
trouble, and by the way, it mght give
a few people in the back, which deserve
it, a good job, and |I thank you very
nmuch.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUJS: Thank you very
nmuch.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Next .

MEMBER CF THE PUBLI C: Mar ci a
Mat t heus, fornmer mayor, Vill age of
Goshen, a Board comm ssioner for 18
years. | have a question first, and I
really think it would be great if you'd
| et us know when it's one m nute before
our four mnutes is up so we can cl ose,

but on top of that, do you want ne to
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make comrents, do you want comments on
what the Town Board is doing as well at
this point?
CHAI RVAN BERGUS: | nean, this is a
joint public hearing on the --

MEMBER COF THE PUBLIC. Very

difficult.
CHAI RVAN BERGUS: -- changes in
the -- yes.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. So cover
both. To the Town Board, | nust say,
one of the difficulties here is once
you change zoni ng, you open up the town
of Goshen, which includes the vill age
of Goshen, in sone respects, to
| awsuits. Rather than using that as a
threat, one realizes that if you don't
change the zoning fromresidential, we
w il not be at threat.

Nunber 2, according to the DEIS, if
you | ook online at the DEI'S, which is
what nost of us have to do, if you | ook
at Page 160, unavoi dabl e adverse

I npacts that cannot be mtigated and
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you try to get a list, you will be sent
to a picture of a tree, you cannot
coordi nate what it says is on the
listing with where the information is
in the docunent. So it nakes tonight
al nost noot to 99 percent of us who
don't have the opportunity to go spend
the day at town hall. It makes it
extrenely difficult for us to nmake
genui ne comments here and just to tell
us that we have the right to -- I --
' mdelighted that you took it past
Chanukah and Christnmas and New Year
because this timng was so adverse to
public participation.

But on top of that, you cannot
even, in trying to do so, gentl eman and
lady, | mean, it's very difficult for
us to nmake intelligent -- and nany of
us are looking to make intelligent
comment, and | couldn't find the answer
to the nost inportant page.

Nunmber 2, for ne, is that

M. O Rourke represents LEGOLAND very
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well, as does Lanc & Tully, who used to
be the engineers for the Village of
Goshen, they hired ny village -- ny
vill age hired soneone el se from Port
Jervis to represent us on water and
sewer, but no one else to represent us
on any other |evels of inpact,
character of the community, any of the
traffic, none of these things. | have
no representation. |If you're fromthe
vil | age of Goshen, you have no
representati on here.

Nunmber 3, the -- our water supply,
our water supply, and God knows that is
sensitive to nme, | was mayor during the
wor st drought in 150 years, our water
supply has no aquifer, it is fed by
runoff, we are surrounded by LEGOLAND s
parking |lots, chem cals that are used,
any of the dirt that is there is now
going to inpact our water supply, which
will also inpact what you're giving to
LEGOLAND, we'll let other people talk

about whether we really have enough.
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M5. NAUGHTON:  You have one m nute
left.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. Thank you,
that's very courteous of you. | take
it, there is a statenent as well. You
know, this is a public hearing and I
know everyone has a right to speak, but
it's so interesting to see that half of
t he peopl e here may not be bei ng paid,
but they benefit. Once you approve,
you' re nmaking the village and Goshen
town residents |iable for what you
approve. So if we run into traffic
difficulties that nean we have to have
an exit, never should have been even
approached for this project wthout
t hem having to provide their own exit
and entrance off the highway, you know
who's going to have to foot the bills,
once you who represent us, approve
this, we have to pay for it, the
t axpayers of the town and vill age of

Goshen. Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)
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CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

Ckay. Next, sir.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Yes, good
evening. M nane is George Smth and
as at | east sone of you know, ny | aw
practice has been in the village for a
nunber of years at this point and
honestly, you know, as | go around the
village and as | talk to people in the
village, if -- | notice the economc
mal ai se fromthe nmerchants. Steve, of
Steve's Deli, conplains to ne all the
time, Linda, of Linda's Ofice
Supplies, conmplain to ne all the tine
about the econom c mal ai se that exists
in the village of Goshen, all you have
to do is ook at the glut of office
space that's available for rental. And
honestly, that econom c nul ai se dates
back many, many years, even prior to
t he Governnent Center closing. | know
t here are many people in the room who
woul d probably like to see the property

where this project is proposed renain
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as it is. But as the gentlenan from
New W ndsor before ne indicated, that's
not realistic and of all the potenti al
projects that could go on that
property, this would seemto be the

| east inpactful and the nost

beneficial. It wll bring jobs to the
village, it will bring jobs to the
people in the room it will bring jobs

to teenagers. And one of the -- |
believe, actually, it was the first
speaker nentioned a -- not wanting to
change the Master Plan. Wll, |'ve
been involved with master plans and
they're neant to be changed, as tines
change and situati ons change, master
pl ans are neant to be changed, they're
not nmeant to be static and witten in
cenent .

And goi ng back to Dr. Conner and
t he other teachers in the room 1 think
they fail to see the educati onal
benefits that could cone to this area

froma LEGOLAND, not just for the
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school district of Goshen, but for all
of the school districts. LEGOLAND has
a devotion to STEM and |' m sure they
will reach out, not just to the Goshen
school s, but to the Wallkill school s,
the M nisink schools, the Valley
Central schools and the kids fromthose
schools will all have great educati onal
opportunities at this project.

Agai n, anot her |ady nentioned

property values. | have to think that
overall, the property values in this
area wll increase because of the

project. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you very
nmuch.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Ckay. Next,
pl ease.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. Thank you,
sir. M nane is Janes Caggiano, |I'ma
resi dent of Goshen and al so involved in
t he engi neeri ng aspects.

CHAI RMVAN BERGAUS: Speak a little --
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into the mc, closer to the mc.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. Absol utely.
First of all, in regard to the
DEI' S, reviewed Section 4, Page 160, in

regard to the unavoi dabl e adverse

envi ronnental inpacts, that part is
true, because it tal ks about what's
going to happen with traffic and noi se,
but it doesn't say howit's going to be
controlled, it just says it's going to
happen. So it is incorrect, this DEIS,
as far as ny viewpoint as a

pr of essi onal engi neer in New York,
doi ng professional engineering for over
40 years, it's not correct, it's wong,
and it needs to be properly addressed.
For exanple, the noise levels that it

t al ks about during construction and
then while in operation could be
addressed very simlar to the Tappan
Zee Constructors, who under Gover nor
Cuono' s task force, was instructed by

t he governor's task force to instal

t enporary and pernmanent sound barriers,




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

49

PUBLI C HEARI NG
as you see along the -- because this is
Echo Ridge, that area, if you're,
again, famliar, with the topography,
Echo Ri dge, you see the sign, if you go
out on Reservoir Road, it's a giant
sign, it's a natural, acoustica
phenonena, and it wll transmt noise
for mles in all directions, and |I'm
talking mles, so that's -- that's one
Vi ewpoi nt .

The second viewpoint that Marcia
had nenti oned about water. The
docunented -- docunented water drought
safe yield as used in the state of New
York and nationwide is not 1.3 mllion
gal l ons a day, but only 950,000 gall ons
a day and that's docunented in the
Healy report regarding the reservoir
systenms and also the remaining fromthe
departnent of health perm ssible
permt, so it totals 950, not 1.3,
that's an error.

This nmega project, which really is

regi onal and not just Goshen, that's
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the problem|'mhaving, is that we tend
to be, as CGoshen, a people, parochial,
but, again, it's a nega -- it's
regional and it shoul d be regional,
W ll destroy the quality of life as it
exists in Goshen. M grandfather, who
built up here in 1935, cane to the | and
of Goshen, not to the land of LEGO It
wll destroy the wildlife and the
environnent at Oter Creek.

Oter Creek sits right in the
m ddl e of this proposed devel opnent.
Oter Creek is one of your main feeds
to the Goshen Reservoir system |If
that creek and, in your own report, the
Town of Goshen's 2000 -- July 2003
report clearly states that Oter Creek
has to be preserved as a nmajor feed to
your reservoir system you could | ose
half a mllion gallons a day if Qter
Creek gets damaged and it's in your own
bi odi versity reports and it's factual.

And | know this al so because | was

the Village of Goshen's water
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consultant for nany years, so that's a
fact.

In a -- again, in conclusion, there
are many | ocati ons, especially
avai l able in the nearby area, such as
the forner Kingston IBMsite that
al ready has been zoned for conmerci al
i ndustrial and it has the necessary
infrastructure that Goshen does not
have to support this anmusenent parKk.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERGUJUS: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Ckay. Next.

MEMBER CF THE PUBLIC. Janmes Wod
of Scotchtown. [|'d like to keep things
sinmple, so sinply put, | support
LEGOLAND because it's a safe
entertai nnent for children and j obs,
jobs, jobs, that's all.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Good

eveni ng, everybody, ny nane is Peter, |
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live on 80 A d Chester Road, CGoshen,
New York. Al right, I sit on ny back
porch at night.
First of all, 1've been in this
village for 60 years, | bought ny
beauti ful dream house on 80 A d Chester

Road, | sit on nmy back porch, when

|l ook to the right, | see Arden Hi I,
all right, I look directly across from
me, |I'mgoing to be | ooking at
LEGOLAND. | got this registered

| etter, because ny property butts up

agai nst LEGOLAND, 300 feet, so | got a

registered letter. | cone from

Br ookl yn, New York. If | wanted noi se,
if I wanted traffic, | would stay in
Brooklyn. But | noved to Goshen,

because | wanted a life for ne and ny

famly. | want to walk in ny shoes --
| know ny tinme, | can say what | want
to say. Al right, |I cane here for ny

peace and quiet, never mnd the
traffic, | pull out of ny house, Ad

Chester Road, when you nmke a right,
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you hit dd 17, on the weekends the

traffic is backed up, | have to get on
nmy notorcycle if | have to go into
Chester, | have to ride on the wong

side of the street, could you see what
LEGOLAND -- the gentl eman before said,
you have to definitely build some type
of overpass, it's insane if this

proj ect goes through, | don't want
LEGOLAND, | got to be honest, for the
noi se, for the traffic. You know what,
Christmas is coming, you know what |
want for Christmas, no LEGOLAND, |'ve

got to be honest.

( Appl ause.)
MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C I know on
the other hand, it wll create jobs for

peopl e, but you know what, LEGOLAND can

go sonepl ace else, it don't have to

come to Goshen, | nean, really, | cane
for the peace, | cane for no traffic,
if I want traffic, I'll stay on the

BQE. I'Il stay in Brooklyn, New York.

| nmean, | own property all over the
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pl ace, ny property goes al nbst one
mle, Neil will tell you, | cane here
for peace and quiet, | did not cone
here for LEGOLAND, |I'mreally sorry,
that's all 1've got to say. All | want
for Christnmas is no LEGOLAND.

(Appl ause.)
CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you very

nmuch.
( Appl ause.)
CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Next, pl ease.
MEMBER COF THE PUBLI C: H, |I'm Anna
Wbod from Scotchtown, |'m here to

support LEGOLAND and its conmmunity's
econom ¢ future 100 percent. This goes
back to what |'ve seen devel op over the
first of several nonths, |'ve seen an
opposition with a utopian ideal ogy that
is clearly anticapitalism and
anti-economc prosperity for the growth
of this comunity. |It's very easy to
put in your tracking neasures and | ook
down your nose and cl ai m Goshen doesn't

need these jobs. It's very easy to
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state nedia saying that there's the
| onest enpl oynent rate ever. |It's not.
They're not taking into consideration
peopl e that have dropped out, people
t hat are goi ng on gover nment
assi stance, why, because they can't
find jobs. | know, I'"'ma job creator,
| have two businesses, and it's very,
very difficult when you' re up agai nst
pl anni ng board and oppositions, they
want to say no to econom c growt h.
LEGOLAND is good, this is one of the
ni cest conpanies that | have had the
privilege to get to know, they care
about their enployees, they want to do
what's good for kids, this is sonething
that I know with children, when you
buil d, when you create, when you have
t hat expansi on of your nentality,
instead of sitting behind a little box,
you know, playing N ntendo ganmes, this
is sonething that's going to bring
creativity, it's going to inject

intell ectual know edge i nto our Kids.
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Don't turn your back on the gift God is
giving you, it's laid before your feet,
listen to the majority of the people,
it's the silent najority, people that
have been bullied to not speak,
busi nesses that have been bullied by
t he opposition with ferocious attacks,
conpani es that are afraid to turn up
and say, yes, | want to support
LEGOLAND, because they're afraid that
they're going to be blasted all over
social nedia for supporting such a
great conpany. For Christ sake, it's a
free country. W have the right to
support them as they have the right to
oppose them but when you cross the
line for an open business for people to
feed their famlies or luring kids
dressed as Santa Cl aus, you have
crossed the road, you are a crim nal
and a fanati cal.

(Interjections by audi ence.)

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Let her speak.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. You cannot
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hel p people and their ability to |live
with unrealistic fanatical thoughts,
| ook what happened when California
farmers | ost their |ivelihoods because
Nancy Pel osi cut their water supply to
save a little fish called the snelt.

(I'nterjections by audience.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. It crippled
production, it destroyed worKking
Anerica and famlies, and it never
af fected her because she was an elite,
it destroyed American famlies, people
are sick and tired of these ideol ogi cal
protestors, just |ook at what happened
in Novenber, we el ected a businessnan
to fix our country to nmake America
great again, let's make Goshen great
agai n.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

W're on this side now

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C "' m Mary
Anne McDonough.

CHAI RVAN BERGUJS: Can you speak
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closer to the mc, please.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. |'m Mary
Anne McDonough, 1'm a resident of
Orange County, |I'mhere to speak on

three areas of issue regarding
LEGOLAND.

My first is a question as to --
this is a public hearing and yet, the
first presentation we hear is on behalf
of LEGOLAND, so it kind of gets ne a
little concerned that it's skewed, just
t he concept of a public hearing, that
you all ow LEGOLAND: A, to speak; and
B, to speak first, that's ny first
concern, and that didn't even cone up
until | got here.

My second concern is, if this is
such a great conpany, why do they need
all our noney? They got 4 mllion when
t hey were in Rockland, they picked up
another 3 mllion, you or the Orange
County | DA or the Goshen | DA or however
many | DAs there are, are going to give

themtax wite-offs, this is a billion
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doll ar conpany, if they' re that great,
t hey should be killing us to cone here
w t hout asking for our noney in order
to get here.

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER COF THE PUBLI C: Lastly, and
there are many ot her issues, there are
reservoir issues, there are water
i ssues, the list of issues go on. But
the one thing | really want to speak to
tonight is a Town zoning code call ed
9710, ny understanding is it prohibits
anmusenent parks and junkyards, so
t herefore, why are we here tonight?

Wiy are we changi ng our Town zoning | aw
for LEGOLAND and wi th doing that wll
open up a Pandora's box of |lawsuits
that wll cone about because ot her
peopl e have tried to have the zoning
changed and you have chosen not to
change it for them but you are willing
to spot zone for Merlin and for
LEGOLAND. You' ve turned down those

previ ous projects on this site, and I
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hope that you turn down this project,
t oo, because one thing, as town boards,
as governnment officials, is that you
shoul d be consistent, you shouldn't be
pl ayi ng favorites and you shouldn't be
doi ng anyt hing that woul d have one
beli eve that soneone is getting speci al
treat ment.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

Next .

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Good
evening, ny nane is Tim Mill ard[ph],
I|'ma 49-year resident of Orange County
and |I'm al so a business representative
wth the operating engi neers, Local
825. Local 825 represents over 6900
menbers t hroughout its jurisdiction,
whi ch i ncl udes Goshen here in O ange
County, |I'"mhere tonight to speak in
support of Merlin Entertainnent's
LEGOLAND project. Merlinis commtted

to build a worl d-cl ass park, a pl ace
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where famlies and their young chil dren
can go and enjoy thenselves in a
creative, safe environnent, a | oca
pl ace that grandparents can take their
grandkids to for the day, a place where
ki ds can have fun creati ng whatever
their inmagination wll allow, and at
the sane time, |earn through their
experi ences. People have voiced their
concerns about traffic, Merlinis
wor ki ng on a conprehensive traffic
mtigation programand | feel confident
t hat once this project has gone through
t he review process, a solution, with
all parties involved, will be reached.
The purpose of these hearings is to
voi ce concerns and to have them
addressed. | feel this wll be done to
everyone's sati sfaction.

Aside fromthe fact that this
proj ect woul d provi de hundreds of
good- payi ng pernanent operational jobs
to | ocal people when conpl eted, and

good- payi ng construction jobs during




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

62

PUBLI C HEARI NG

its build phase, | feel that Merlin and
LEGOLAND wi | | nmake great contributions
in the area through their community
awar eness and with their various
charitable prograns. Wile everyone is
very passionate about their position on
this issue, | reiterate ny local's and
nmy own personal support of this
project. | feel Orange County needs a
place for famlies to spend nore good,
quality tinme together, and | feel that
t he safe and creative environnent that
LEGOLAND offers is that place.

Thank you for your tine and
consi derati on.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you very
nmuch.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Next .

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Good
evening, ny nane is WIIliam Seton,
live in the village of Goshen, only a
few bl ocks away, | was pl eased to hear

t he speaker before ne on this side
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bring up for the first tine this
eveni ng, what, to ne, is the nost
conpel I ing reason that LEGOLAND nust be
stopped and that is the unconsci onabl e
gi ve-away of corporate welfare going to
them As she nentioned, $7 mllion
fromthe State to this profit-making
corporation. And then they aren't even
wlling to pay their own way, |ike we
all do, and need to have a 30-year
PILOT, that's a very poor nei ghbor and
a poor corporate citizen and | see no
reason why we shoul d be subsi di zi ng
multimllion dollar foreign
cor por ati ons.

| also agree with the previous
speaker's comment that the
conpr ehensi ve pl an nmust not change,
that if it changes for LEGOLAND, then
who knows what it will change for next.

To preserve CGoshen as it is, we
need to keep the zoning the sane as it
is and stop LEGOLAND.

Thank you.
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CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you.
( Appl ause.)
CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Pl ease.
MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. Thank you,

my nane is Pramlla Malick, |I'mthe
chair of Protect Orange County, |I'ma
resident of Orange County. | thank you

for the opportunity to coment and |
regret that the Board refused to extend
t he comment period to allow the public
an appropriate anount of tine to fully
eval uate the DEIS for personal,
conmmunity and region-w de inpacts. It
is shaneful that this is being held

ri ght before the holidays, public
participation is the heart of the
integrity of the SECQRA process, SEQRA
to direct lead agencies to allow for a
m ni mrum of 30 days fromthe date of
public rel ease of the DEIS, which was
not nade avail able on the Town's
website until well after the

Thanksgi ving holidays, it is a great

di sservice to the public, as well as a
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viol ati on of your nandate and it
clearly denonstrates bias in favor of
the Applicant. A project of this
magni tude wi Il have regional inpacts,
especially in terns of traffic and
wat er effecting many nunicipalities. |
believe that all these townshi ps should
be listed as interested agencies, for
exanmpl e, the Town of Warwi ck wil |
undoubt edl y see significant changes in
traffic patterns due to visitors from
New Jersey. Furthernore, these
regi onal inpacts coupled wwth the fact
that this is a protected, agricultural
district and contai ns nunerous
archeol ogi cal, as well as ecol ogi cal
resources, warrant that the New York
State DEC shoul d assune | ead agency
status or at the very | east, be co-I|ead
agency to safeguard these criti cal
resources of statew de significance.

daringly absent in the DEISis a
cunul ati ve i npact anal ysis of LEGOLAND,

along with the CP Valley power plant.
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Ironically, the DEIS identifies 13
ot her projects, but fails to nention
t he el ephant in the room of O ange
County, the CPV power plant. SEQRA
requi res such an anal ysis. That
absence is troubling given that CPV
recently clained that LEGOLAND wi | |
depend on it for power.

Al'l these issues nust be eval uated
t hrough this franmework, including
cunul ative inpacts on air quality,
energy use, traffic, endangered
speci es, habitat, wetlands, water
resources, cultural and archaeol ogi cal
resources and finally, inpacts on
vi sual resources.

I f indeed CPV is needed for
LEGOLAND, the public nust be nmade aware
of this. |f LEGOLAND does not need
CPV, it must denonstrate that its power
needs can be net w thout CPV and
w t hout the power |ine upgrades that
CPV would inplenment. 1'Ill present a

nuch nore detail ed comment | ater, but |
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request that the New York State
Depart nent of Health be nade an
i nvol ved agent -- agency, the DEIS
asserts that noise |levels would be
bet ween 46 and 64 deci bel s; however,
the Wrld Health Organi zati on, has
identified that decibel |evels 40 and
above are known to cause hunman heal th
i mpacts, including heart disease,
neur ol ogi cal deficits and | earning
disabilities. This is just one of
several public health issues, such as
inmpacts fromtraffic, that this project
rai ses that were not identified in the
DEI S.

Finally, there is no nention of
community character in the DEI S
pursuant to environnental conservation
law 8 and its reaffirnmed by case | aw.

( Appl ause.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. And | once
agai n request that the Board hold a
ref erendum and allow residents to

deci de what kind of devel opnment they
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want in their town. Lest Goshen becone
a town that is held hostage, rather
t han a host conmmunity. And you have
bot h sides arguing that the other side
is being intimdated, hold a referendum
and | et the peopl e decide.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)
CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Next .

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Good
eveni ng, everyone. M nane is M chael
Torelli, and | reside at 1 Mapl ewood
Terrace right here in the village of
Goshen, |I'm a Goshen Pl anni ng Board
menber, | am al so a nenber of the
Orange County Alliance for Bal anced
G owh, which is for the positive
comer ci al devel opnent in O ange
County. | have over 15 years of
econon ¢ devel opnent experi ence.

As a CGoshen resident and as a

professional, ny famly and | support
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the following: One, the conprehensive
pl an anmendnents as witten by the Town
Board, introductory local laws 5 and 6
by the Town Board, the draft
envi ronnental inpact statenent for the
project in question. | also have to
note that that DEIS, in 15 years of
experience, is probably one of the nobst
i ntensi ve DElI Ses | have ever read. |
al so want to al so voice support for the
subsequent conti nued reviews of the
various different docunents that you
have to do to support this project.

And lastly, on this topic, | want
to fully support to keep the revi ew of
this project local and not in sone
st at ew de bureaucratic bureau that has
no presence here, okay.

The reasons why | have those -- why
| support those five items, everyone
knows that you need positive comerci al
rat abl es, as a percentage, we don't
have as many commercial ratables in

Goshen or in Orange County that we
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shoul d, so rezoning sone property is a
key to actually bal anci ng the equati on,
when it cones to property taxes. \Wen
| ooking at this and where to create
commercial tax ratables, you have to
| ook at areas in corridors, you go
where the devel opnment can happen and
where it can support it. The
amendnent, the |laws, the DEIS and all
the points to this position are a
f orwar d-| ooki ng approach. The DEI S,
like | said, is very extensive,
consul tants that have been used are
top-notch. 1've seen their work and I
have noticed that, you know, they're
al ways professional, they' re al ways
account abl e, they're al ways
accommodati ng, so if you have any
changes that you need, they are wlling
to work with anybody. And so | fully
support the DEIS.

The reason why | fully support this
project is because: One, it's in a

priority growh area, this is where
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this type of devel opnent is supposed to
cone, and it's on a priority growh
corridor with all the infrastructure in
place, it's going to be served by
public utilities. W're not talKking
about doing this in the m ddl e of
nowhere, we're tal king about doing this
on an economn c devel opnent corridor in
t he Southern Tier of New York, right
her e.

In closing, | believe this is the
perfect site and the perfect |ocation
for this project, not to nention the
huge econom c i npact, the enpl oynent
that's going to happen, it's going to
i ncrease the tax base, it's a quality
devel oper and a quality project and
it's going to have quality jobs and
they're promsed to build it |ocally.

Thank you so nuch.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

Next here, pl ease.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. M/ nane is
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Maryjane Sorrell, | ama resident at
d en Arden and | have been -- | was
born in Goshen, raised in Orange
County, taught in Orange County
school s, have been involved with a | ot
of things in Orange County. | was
fortunate to be able to go down and
visit LEGOLAND in Florida and | was
very anxious to find out the difference
bet ween LEGOLAND and any of the other
anusenent parks, |like Six Flags and
Disney Wrld, et cetera and so forth.
It was a very pl easant surprise.

| was inpressed with the quietness
in conmparison with what you -- you
don't have the carnie hawkers and
the -- along the mdway and all of
that, you have the cleanliness, the
safety, security, the energency --
enmergency roomfacilities right there
on canpus, and it just presents a very
safe environnent for famlies and young
chi I dren.

In the I magi nati on Zone, | was very
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i npressed wth the classroons and the
facilities that were there, and open to
all of the class -- the |ocal school
systemin Wnter Haven, down in
Florida, that would be the sane thing
here, where you could have a cl ass
that's interested in robotics or design
or architecture, any of those things on
the | ower |evel, kids, you know,
el ementary school kids could cone, the
t eacher coul d nake an appoi ntnent wth
LEGOLAND and get a reservation for a
day at the park, but in the classroom
and then go through their studies on
t hat and t he kids woul d be
experinenting with all of the supplies
that are there, the conputers, the
robotics, everything that you can
i magi ne that would -- the kids would
enjoy and learn. And they woul d be
protected, and safely enjoying it.

Then they woul d have a chance to
have a little fun out in the park after

their classes. | was inpressed wth
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t he food supplies, very fresh, very
nutritional, not cotton candy. And I
am | ooki ng forward to taking ny great
grandchildren there here and also, |I'm
| ooki ng for another job.

(Appl ause.)
CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUJS:  You' re next.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. Thank you,
my nane is Jerry Cook, |I'ma resident
of Orange County. M concern is,
understand the Town will receive $0.65
a ticket for every ticket sold to get
into LEGOLAND. M/ concern is,
understand the Town will collect $0.65
for every ticket that's sold for people
to get into LEGOLAND. | understand now
that they mght need a | ot of workers
and apartnment buil dings mght have to
be built, which neans school teachers
will have to be hired, computers and
stuff like that, and our taxes wll go

up. So in ten-years' tine, |I'm
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wondering if not only our taxes go up,
but the cost of living and the cost of
operations for LEGOLAND coul d go up
also. And so if it's $98 to walk in
the door now, will be it $110 in ten
years, $130 in 20 years, but ny problem
is, Goshen is stuck at the $0.65 |evel
all that tine, so you've really got to
shar pen your pencils on this, it's just
not right. Another thing to nake up
the difference of all the expenses, |
don't know how nuch they're going to
charge to park, |'massum ng 20 bucks a
pop, is it too nmuch to ask the Town get
a dollar a car, | don't know. How nuch
are they going to get for a soft drink
in a day, because the Town is not
tapping into that revenue, anyway. So
my point is, after 30 years, LEGOLAND
could take in alnbst $5 million[sic]
and Goshen is going to get
50 mllion[sic]. You do the equation
and you tell nme that's a good deal for

t he t own. | think we need snmarter
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Republicans in office. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

Sir.

MEMBER COF THE PUBLI C: My nane is
Sam Fratto, |'mthe busi ness nanager of
Local 363 el ectricians, O ange County.

First, | want to thank the Town
Board and the Pl anning Board for the
time that you guys have all put into
this, everybody on both sides does
appreciate that it does take you guys'
time and | believe that you guys w ||
weigh all the facts, you will come up
wth the right decision. | hope that,
even t hough you nay not say it, you
realize that sone of the anti-LEGOLAND
conments are personal i1ssues by sone
people, that | don't believe that you
can nmake your decision based on where
sonebody noved to or why they noved
there. | feel that you should weigh
t he econom c advantages that this wll

give our area in the next com ng
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decades for -- also for people that are
comng to the area, that are grow ng up
in the area, and that are in the area
t hat need jobs now. W all tal k about
the jobs, | hope that you al so include
in your facts that when LEGOLAND
buil ds, of course, the construction
jobs will be one thing, the people
wor ki ng t here woul d be anot her thing,
but I think another conponent, that I
don't know if it cones out or not, is
that every tine a business is created,
there are a | ot of other jobs that have
nothing to do with that park, really.
They're going to need accountants,
they're going to need people to fix
their copy machines, they're going to

need oil delivered, they're going to

need et cetera, et cetera, UPS will go
to a new place, FedEx will go to a new
pl ace, the water guy will deliver, WB

Mason is going to deliver, it's just
goes on and on, | don't know if you

coul d even gauge it, but all | knowis
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Orange County does need opportunity and
| can see that we're on the cusp of
havi ng sone in the area and not just
LEGOLAND, but | don't feel that this is
a bad location. | think it's a good
| ocati on and for soneone to suggest
that they don't want it here, it's
going to ruin the world, but nmove it up
to Kingston, that doesn't give you
credibility. So | believe that one of
the -- one of the itens | hear that you
w || address and one of the nost
I nportant ones, sounds to ne |ike
traffic and it sounds to ne that
bet ween you and LEGOLAND, you guys are
going to figure out what needs to get

done to appease or try to appease both

sides. |'ve been the business agent
for 30 years, |'ve been to hundreds of
t hese neetings, | recognize a | ot of

people from other projects, it seens
t hat when these groups get created and
| read in the paper about this group,

their plan is also to chall enge every
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ot her project that --

(Interjections from audi ence.)

CHAl RMVAN BERGUS: Let's stay
f ocused.

MEMBER CF THE PUBLIC. To Orange
County. So, okay. Thank you, |1l
stay focused, but | got that in, didn't
I .

Ckay, so -- I'mgoing to keep ny
m nutes going and if | have to sing
Mary Had a Little Lanb, I'"mgoing to
stand here, but I'"'mgoing to tell you
this, please, this is a good project,
give it a chance, don't get snowbal | ed
from peopl e who don't want anyt hi ng,
look at it, and I"'mgoing to tell you
this, no construction worker gets paid
to cone here, we would not after the
fact or maybe sonmething that woul d be
bad for this comunity, never, we would
refuse it, we'd be here with you's to
fight it, but we're not going to fight
it, you guys fought Orange County Jail,
Orange County Courthouse, CPV, you nane
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it. Al right. So find sonething
real, and then conplain about it.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RMVAN BERGUJUS: Thank you very
much. Thank you. Pl ease be quiet,
pl ease be quiet, thank you very nuch,

t hank you.

Next speaker, pl ease.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Good
evening. |'m M chael Sussman. | live
in Chester, New York, |'ve been having
a law office in Goshen for the |ast
30 years and | think the polarization
in the roomis probably the nost
troubling thing that we're dealing with
here --

POLICE: Sorry for the
interruption, folks, with all the
peopl e here, we also have a | ot of
par ki ng probl ens outside, soneone is
bl ocki ng the back end, it's a fire
hazard, |1've got to address it, okay?

It's a 2012 Dodge truck, blue, owner is
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nanmed Huddl eson, pl ease step outside,
t hank you.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Al right.
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Kelly, could you
start the clock, again.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Al right,
t hank you.

CHAI RVAN BERGAUJS: Pl ease proceed.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. The nost
troubling thing here is the
pol ari zation. First of all, the
opponents to LEGOLAND are not attacking
LEGOLAND as a conpany. That nust be
made very clear. LEGOLAND s tactics
are one thing, LEGOLAND s approach to
this site is one thing, no one is
t al ki ng about the product, no one is
tal king about STEM no one is tal king
about the children and the advant ages
to children. The issue is a very
sinple issue, it's not an issue of
j obs, | adies and gentl enen, because

t hose of us who oppose this site do not
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necessarily oppose LEGOLAND. | | ove
LEGOLAND. LEGOLAND is seeking to build
in the wong |location. | also object
to the fact that there is one public
heari ng being held to consider five or
six matters, which are different
matters and separate matters. There
shoul d be serial hearings going on
ri ght now considering one matter, the
second nmatter, et cetera, not all of
this junbl ed together.

Now, with regard to the nerits, in
2009, this community adopted a
conmprehensi ve plan. That conprehensive
pl an, which was adopted by the Town
Board, the only entity entitled to
adopt it in New York State, defined the
particular area here in question as an
environnentally sensitive area
requiring the nost sensitive
devel opnent. In April of 2016, a
devel oper cane and proposed 300 housi ng
units for this site or a subset of this

site, M. Bloonfield spoke on the
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record, as did other Town Board
menbers, they summarily denied his
request for rezoning froma rural area
of zoning to anything el se and said
there were traffic concerns and seri ous
wat er concerns with regard to that
devel opnent .

That devel opnment is dwarfed by ten
times by this devel opnment.

A few nonths later, we're here
consi deri ng changes of the
conpr ehensi ve plan, for the individual
who spoke and sai d conprehensi ve pl ans
are changed |i ke underwear, you are
wrong. Conprehensive plans reflect the
studi ed conclusion of a community --

(Interjections by audience.)

MEMBER COF THE PUBLI C: Pl ease be
quiet -- a studied conclusion of a
community as to how that conmmunity
shoul d devel op. The residents of
Goshen have the ability to trust that
t he Town Board did not inplenent that

just on sone frivolous basis, you did
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it after study of what this conmunity
needed. And not hing has changed wth
regard to the environnental sensitivity
of that site, which is also reflected
in your zoning, neither should be
changed, both represent opportunistic
spot zoning, which, in ny view, is
illegal.

Now, with regard to the DEIS, the
DElI S supported that our water study is
fundanentally flawed, it does not
anal yze, in a materially convincing
way, the water demand or the water
supply issue, it does not anal yze the
need for the traffic issues, it does
not propose solutions for the traffic
I ssues, which are neaningful. The DEIS
was proposed, as was nentioned earlier
mtigation neasures, those mtigation
measures are not outlined in the
docunent, as New York State Departnent
of Transportati on and Orange County
Pl anni ng Departnment nmade cl ear.

In conclusion, the issue i s not
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whet her LEGOLAND shoul d be built in our
county, there are nmany conmunities
where all of you could be working
w t hout this kind of opposition,
because there are many sites which are
not deenmed environnentally sensitive,
have been so zoned and so recogni zed.
For | abor to conme here in green shirts
and act like this is the only
opportunity of the type, is nyopic and
short si ght ed.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you. Thank
you very nuch.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGAUS: Ckay. Quys.
Please. | did state at the begi nning
of the public hearing that this was not
going to be a popularity contest,
you're not going to be clapping for the
speakers, nor booing for them | did
ask. |I'm asking you again, please
provide the courtesy to these speakers

t hat they deserve. Thank you.
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MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. Yeah, hell o,
my nane is Scott Perry, | own a
business in the village, and ny wfe
and I own 221 Conklingtown Road. |'ve
heard a coupl e people refer to we have
zoni ng, we have a Master Pl an,
remenber when the Master Pl an was put
in place, I think on the website for
the Town, |I'mthe one who posted it
online, and | think the Town took
everything into accord when they cane
up with that plan, and if they're going
to make a change or any overlay, |I'm
sure they'll take that sane neasured
approach, whether it's for LEGOLAND or
for sonmeone else in the future. Laws
evol ve and things change all the tine,
so | trust you'll do your due diligence
however you deci de.

As far as the DEIS, ny wife and |
have ni ne horses and four dogs on that
property, at 221 Conkli ngtown Road,
'l be a very close neighbor to

LEGOLAND if the project is approved.
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was happy they had | arge thousand-f oot
buffers and I hope that that will be
mai nt ai ned and you guys wll nake sure
that that's nmaintained, if the project
I's approved.

The | ast thing, sonmeone said,
LEGOLAND di vided this town, LEGOLAND
didn't divide this town, no applicant
can divide the town. If we divided,
it's because of our own actions.
They' ve done nothing | see that's
caused that, and it's been people
posting things and going off the
reservati on.

If they're worried about property
values, if the property val ues haven't
gone down after all those whacky
Facebook posts, they're never going
down, we'll be fine.

So thank you for your tine.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

MEMBER CF THE PUBLI C: My nane is
M chael Lopkin, | live at 108 Mapl e
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Avenue, that's a mle fromwhere the
proposed site wll be, | pay close to
$18, 000 a year in property taxes to
this town, and | have a six year old
and a two year old, and | want to say
that if this project is approved, ny
famly wll be the first in line to buy
season passes; however, however, 1'I
be first in line to buy a season pass
if this is in Newburgh or if this is in
Ki ngston. This hearing, fromny
under st andi ng, was for the town of
Goshen, it was not for a | abor hearing
to clap at every opportunity where this
project is brought up. W are here, we
have concerns, when the representative
fromour town and our safety board, the
only person fromour town and safety
says that we need to have an over pass
over Route 17 in order to mtigate the
traffic circunstances and when | get a
letter from LEGOLAND that -- a fancy
colorful flier saying that all the

traffic wll be great because nost
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people will be making rights, you know,
t hat was m nd boggli ng when that piece
of paper said that it's going to be
okay, nost people will be naking
rights. | understand peopl e wanting
jobs, | have a job, you know, | said, I
will be at that park, | wll be there
on a reqgul ar basis, but for you not
to -- | agree 100 percent that there
has to be a traffic overpass over Route
17 in order for this park to be opened.
It is ridiculous to think that all
t hose cars can go on our streets and
have us just be rolled over.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Sir.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Good
evening, ny nane is Mchael Carriera,
and | stand before you as the
representative of District Council 9,
Pai nters and Allied Trades and al so an

affiliate wwth the Buil ding and
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Construction Trades Council of Hudson
Val | ey ar ea.

My nmenbershi p and nyself stand in
full support of this project that's
bei ng proposed, and I, again, as the
representative of District Council 9,
have to state, we are not being paid.

(Interjections from audi ence.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. This project
wll bring the follow ng: An economc
boost to Goshen, create tax revenue,
creating jobs, short and | ong, not just
construction, allow taxpayers the
opportunity to work where they reside.
Opportunity for the younger generation
to becone crafted and skilled in a
career. The LEGOLAND prograns, | have
seen these prograns firsthand over and
they are over the top. The |earning
skills, the educational prograns,
fun-filled prograns and activities for
t he young children, | experienced these
wth ny children down in Florida. M

two boys, they want to go back to
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Fl orida, they keep asking us, let's
take a vacation to Florida, Dad. |
say, wait, let's do it here in New
Yor k.

| sat in these neetings fromthe
begi nning to the end, Orange County
needs this fam |l y-based educati onal
park, Goshen is immensely and will be
imensely -- it's a wwn-win situation
for everybody. LEGOLAND has done so
nmuch for the different comunities,
they can do it here in New York, they
work wth the different boards, you
know, and thank you to the Board for
doi ng your due diligence, going down to
Fl ori da, seeing how t hese prograns
wor k, seeing how the traffic fl ows and
everything that you experienced, |
conmend you guys on that.

As stated, you could have gone
el sewhere, LEGOLAND, you chose to be
here in New York. New York is the
state, New York is ny home, | call New

York my hone. | was born and raised
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here. | want to raise ny children
here. W're not going anywhere, we
want to build LEGOLAND, us construction
workers in this roomwant LEGOLAND, we
want econom ¢ developnent. Build it,
build it, buildit.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Ckay. Next on ny
ri ght, here.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. Thank you,
t hanks for the opportunity, ny nane is
Bill Fioravanti, 1'd like to start by
saying that | do proudly work for the
Orange County Partnership working on
great projects like this every day, but
| also want to say there are a | ot of
peopl e out there that know nme, if you
know ne, you know, | care deeply about
Orange County, | care about our | ocal
towns and our villages and | care about
our | ocal famlies.

Now, wth that said, | want to say

that |1've been working on LEGOLAND f or




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

93

PUBLI C HEARI NG
a long tine now since they decided to
| eave Rockl and County. | feel, as a
result, | know the insides and outs,
t he benefits and the potenti al
chal | enges, | also had the great
opportunity to visit LEGOLAND Fl ori da,
it was a real eye-openi ng experience,
we all went with a | ot of concerns and
a lot of questions and it was truly
eye-opening, it was for business and
pl easure for ne, because | had the
opportunity to bring ny nine-year-old
daughter, Katerina, which I don't think
| need to talk too much about what
Kat eri na tal ked about, obviously she
was crazy about it, can't wait for it
to conme here. | also don't think
need to talk too nmuch about the 1300
jobs, all the construction jobs, all
t he benefits to our | ocal businesses,
and so on and so forth. |It's been said
by me and by others, what I'd like to
tal k about tonight is some of those

potential chall enges, because that's
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what's on everyone's mnd here, that's
what's on your mnd of the fine people
on the Pl anni ng Board and the Town
Board, you know that LEGOLAND coul d be
an econom c driver for generations, but
you al so have to safeguard your town,
agai nst those potential challenges. So
| want to address those, the ones that
are the nost inportant.

And I"mgoing to start by tal king
about the incentives. First of all, I
am a huge proponent of incentives,
especially in the state of New York,

t he nost expensive, nost highly

regul ated and onerous place to do

busi ness. We need incentives to | evel
the playing field and bring projects
like this here. W tal ked about the
$7 mllion fromthe State, let ne
clarify, that is noney that's paid by
all the taxpayers in New York, we fight
to get that noney to fund projects
here, to bring projects and jobs here,

if we don't do that and that noney
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doesn't cone here, it goes el sewhere,
so we lose, soit's not |like we're al
paying in and we're getting hurt by
t hat .

| also want to tal k about the
Pl LOT, because that is sonething that
concerns people, and | get it, the
30 years scares people, but I want to
explain, it's not |like the 10- or
15-year pilots like what was awarded to
Any's Kitchen, which, of course, we're
fully behind. 1It's scary to people
because 30 years is, you know, two or
three tines that | ength, but I'mhere
to tell you, it is conpletely apples
and oranges, it's not the sane kind of
PILOT, the PILOT that Amy's got, they
start wwth low taxes, simlar to --
close to what the |land, the raw | and
was paying and it graduates over those
10 or 15 years in that base, up to ful
taxes, that's not what is -- that is
not what's going on with LEGOLAND, it's
atotally different PILOI, the 30 years
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is sinply just the term of the
agreenent, and right off the bat in
year one, LEGOLAND is paying mllions
of dollars to our local schools, to our
Town, to the County, it goes up every
year, these are big dollars, and those
are mllions that aren't com ng to our
school s and our towns w t hout LEGOLAND.
And, again, it's not graduated up,
right off the bat, they' re paying an
awful lot, and | want to also clarify,
for any PILOT out there, you al ways pay
for fire and police, you're never
allowed to skirt that, so any concerns
about that is just irrelevant. So the
PILOT is inportant, people need to
under st and t hat.

Next, | want to tal k about water,
it's obviously a big concern, fair
enough, all | want to say is this: Al
of the experts that are hired by the
town and hired by Merlin, as well as
t he mayor of GCoshen, the Municipality

that's prom sed to provide the water
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for this all say that there's nore than
enough water, | can't argue with that,
that's all 1'mgoing to say.

Traffic, let nme finish, please.
Traffic, | absolutely understand that
that's a big concern. First of all
about Route 17, | think npost people
know this, the traffic patterns for
LEGOLAND go exactly opposite all of our
conput ati on patterns, you know, people
in our town and our regi on are going
down east to the city, Rockland County,
wherever it nay be, LEGOLAND traffic is
com ng the other way. The only tine
it's not a perfect match i s on Sunday
ni ght when people will be going back to
the city, for the nost part, and we
have traffic and that's in the summer,
of course, that's the only tine, it is
a parking lot, it's already a parking
lot, it's been that way for 50 years,
"1l get back to that.

I want to tal k about getting off

here, Exit 124.
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Ckay. Al right.

(Interjections from audi ence.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Good
evening, ny nane is Nancy Proyect, |I'm
t he president of the Orange citizens
f oundat i on.

CHAI RVAN BERGAUJS: Can you speak a
little closer to the mc, please.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C: "' m sorry,
is that better, that's okay. M nane
is Nancy Proyect, |'m president of the
Orange County Citizen's Foundati on,
which is a 45-year-old public policy
and an advocacy organi zation that
advocates on behalf of Orange County
residents to ensure the greater public
good. W take a |l ong view of
i nfrastructure nanagenent, | and use,
education, cultural affairs, healthcare
and pl anning. After visiting LEGOLAND
in Florida and speaking to el ected

officials, residents and | ocal
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busi nesses and conducting an i n-depth
di scussi on, the foundati on board of
trustees passed a resolution at its
Novenber neeting endorsi ng the LEGOLAND
New York project. Qur endorsenent is
subj ect to a thorough SEQRA process,
which |'msure you'll do. Here are
several reasons why the citizen's
foundati on supports this project: This
type of devel opnent is good for our
econony, wages are in keeping wth the
rest of the county, the enpl oyees
recei ve good benefits, workers w ||
come from our region, and LEGOLAND
encourages its enployees to participate
in the comunity. Many of the people I
nmet wth at LEGOLAND have been with
Merlin Entertai nment for years and with
LEGOLAND Fl orida since it opened.
There are youth educational programns
and col |l ege | evel training prograns and
i nternshi ps available. As the service
industry is one of Orange County's

fastest grow ng sectors, programs |ike
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this will be hel pful to our younger
popul ati ons. LEGOLAND has al r eady
opened di scussions with our community
col |l ege and community centers in the
region. This type of devel opnent is
al so good for Orange County overall.
You are not taking an existing conpany
from anot her location. This is a new
busi ness, jobs created are actually
created, rather than being taken from
soneone el se's comunity. The sal es
tax increase will be a benefit to all
of Orange County's municipalities,
hel ping us all deal with the New York
State tax cap in a positive way,
i nstead of cutting services, our
muni ci pal governnents m ght actually be
able to add sone.

And let's not downplay LEGOLAND S
target audience of 2 to 12 year ol ds
and their parents, a denographic that
we actually want in our community.

Li ke so many other visitors, they m ght

visit Orange County and fall in |ove
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wth it. A county of a popul ati on of
25 to 45 year ol ds continues to drop.
This is a good thing. As they do in
Fl ori da, LEGOLAND has commtted to
using | ocal food sources as much as
possi bl e, noise wll be m nimal,
lighting can be controlled so it's
mnimally visible fromthe main road,
bus shuttle service will be avail abl e
to and fromlocal hotels, there are no
toxins or idling trucks like industrial
proj ects can bring.

The downt own community and
commer ci al areas around the park have
benefitted significantly from LEGOLAND
Fl ori da, new | ocal business has sprung
up in Wnter Haven, including locally
owned restaurants and a bouti que hotel.

LEGOLAND is --

(Interjections from audi ence.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Qui et, pl ease.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C LEGOLAND i s
clearly a commercial thene park;

however, there is an educati ona
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conponent to the LEGOLAND product that
t he conpany has capitalized upon and
coul d benefit Orange County and Hudson
Val | ey students. Each LEGOLAND park is
a state of the art education center
where children are encouraged to | earn
about robotics and engi neering. School
groups visit the park regularly for a
fee simlar to other |local attractions
and educational facilities. The offers
and instruction are professional,
hi gh-tech and very engagi ng.

Additionally, a nunmber of schools
and community centers are al ready using
local -- I'"'msorry, LEGO products for
their own classes here. LEGOLAND park
instructors will work with | ocal
teachers to train themon their
products to better serve area
residents -- students. The Newburgh
Enl arged School District is a high
school programand is a prine exanple
of this type of LEGO robotics buil ding

program For these reasons and several
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ot hers, we support this project and we
encourage you to do your due diligence
and then approve this project for the
i mproved quality of life it will bring
to the vast majority of Orange County
resi dents.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you very
nmuch.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Sir.

MEMBER COF THE PUBLI C: H, I'm
Patrick Kehrman[ph] and I 'ma lifetime
Orange County resident.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Move cl oser to
the mc, please.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Yeah, |I'm
Patrick Kehrman, |I'mborn and raised in
Orange County, and | had a | ot of
t hings | was thinking of saying, when I
first got online, that a | ot of people
told ne to say, so | knew you guys have
areally, really tough choice, any

municipality that's dealing wth any
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project of this size will have a tough
choi ce. You guys have done a great job
wi th your due diligence, people who
went down to Florida, | know a | ot of
your guys who went down, that you did
it on your own dine, you went down to
see what they had to say, approached
themw th an open mnd, you listened to
them listened to the public officials
down there, they told you what the
benefits, what the concerns are that
t hey had, how they addressed them the
peopl e of the community down there,
t hey' ve had the sane type of concerns
and you' ve seen how t hey' ve been
addr essed down there. So | personally
amin support of this project. | think
it's very few and far between that you
get approached by an organi zation |ike
LEGOLAND, worl d-class, first-class
organi zati on that has community
outreach, they work with the community,
they work with the people that live in

the community, they have been an
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econom ¢ devel opnent nmachi ne down in
Fl ori da, and not just for brand-nane
busi nesses, but also for the
nom and- pop stores, nom and-pop
restaurants, bars, et cetera, | just
ate dinner right here in Goshen at a
nmom and- pop pl ace, those are the people
that will also benefit froma project
like this.

Thank you, guys, and good | uck.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUJUS: Thank you.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C: My nane is
Amanda Dayta[ph], |I'man O ange County
resident, and | want to thank the Town
Board and the Pl anni ng Board for your
courage, it's quite the acconplishnent
that will happen when this does happen.

| speak to you tonight as a nother
of children who go to Goshen school s
and often, the question cones up of,
where do you children get jobs in the
sumertines? Hi gh school students in

particular. This opportunity is
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fantastic for all the schools in Orange
County. | spoke to people who visited
LEGOLAND Fl ori da and what | was
impressed with were the limtless
opportunities for young people testing
their careers prior to enbarking on
col |l ege or vocational careers, they
have positions in hospitality,
managenent, culinary arts, human
resources, security, adm nistration and
so on. Many Ml lennials who started at
t he park, who worked there through high
school, went to coll ege and cane back
and their careers are going through the
roof, because they had an opportunity
to conme back hone.

We need to unify here. W need to
say yes to this project. W need to
say yes to this opportunity to
cel ebrate the prom se for a better
town, a better county and a better
regi on.

Thank you.

CHAI RMVAN BERGUJUS: Thank you.
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(Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGAUS: Sir.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C How you
doing. Eric Mller, village of --
resi dent of Goshen. As | reviewed the
DElI S docunent, | took note of the table
of contents, when | | ooked at the
entire project, sone of the itens that
were listed, water, traffic, community
services, noise, air quality, et
cetera, et cetera. To ne, it all adds
up to pretty a significant negative
i npact, nore water will be needed, air
quality will greatly suffer, noise wll
be i ncreased and | ocal services wl|
greatly be taxed. In ny opinion, the
scope of the project is too |arge for
this area. Let's realistically think
about sone of the figures and apply
themto what we know. Goshen has
roughly 20, 000 residents, the anusenent
park estimates 1.5 to 2.5 mllion
visitors will invade Goshen per year,

daily traffic generation of roughly
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5,000 vehicles entering and exiting
wth a peak of 1,500 vehicles per hour,
that is 25 additional cars per mnute
on the Route 17 corridor in the Goshen
area, what wll happen on the weekend
or the weekday where nyself or you
elect to take your famly out to
dinner, that will be a great nightnare,
t he scope of the project, again, is too
|arge for this area. Wat about the
estimates on water and sewer, as an
exanple, let's quickly touch on water
estimates for the amusenent park,
review ng the village of Goshen and
engi neering reports, it states, the
peak nonth average of 270,000 gall ons
of water used by LEGOLAND, versus the
current usage of village residents and
sone others at 774,000 gallons, this is
a significant increase of at |east
26 percent imediately. Add in sone
addi tional roomfor growh at an
esti mat ed normal increase of

180, 000 gallons, it all adds up to
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1.22 mlIlion gallons, current all owance
is roughly 1.3 mllion gallons daily,
al t hough that was debated earlier, so
basically, the addition of an anusenent
park will bring our capacities to
94 percent per the village report wth
nor mal expansion, taking sonething to
al nost capacity has severe consequences
and | eaves no roomfor error, not a
good nethod of planning. Let's take it
a few steps further, our water system
w || quickly becone obsol ete and need
to be replaced or upgraded. Who w ||
pay for this, obviously not LEGOLAND
since they have a sweet 30-year tax
i ncentive and they do not want to pay
much for nuch of the infrastructure
i mprovenents. New York State, in the
end, will end up paying for it, which
means our taxes will increase, which
equates to us paying for it.

Switching gears quickly to sewer, |
recently saw an article in the Tines

Her al d- Record dated 9/ 23 sayi ng Goshen
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coul d use the sewer from the sout heast
Orange County. The consul tants advi sed
if this happened, Goshen would need to
expand our treatnent. Again, back to
t he point, basically, of overburdening
systenms, proper planning and control
costs to the taxpayers.

Addi tional ly, nmenbers of the Town
Board have recently objected to high
density projects for nmultiple reasons,
and | quote, "CGoshen is a town with
hi storic beauty and charm and the
increase in traffic that this
devel opnent would bring is a deterrent
to the anbi ance to Goshen's beauty and
charm" There is not an overabundance
of water. Ohers on the board coment
that | arge projects, such as this high
density housing woul d pl ace trenendous
strain on the Goshen water supply.
Additionally, a lack of good roads in
t he area woul d need extensive work. So
i f 383 proposed pernmanent residences

are rejected, howwuld it be logically
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possi ble to all ow an anusenent park
with an estimated 12,000 visitors per
day to proceed, the scope of the
project is too |arge.

As a rem nder to the Pl anni ng Board
menbers who are public officials and
supposedly represent their constituents
and follow their charter, | quote their
charter, "The Pl anni ng Board oversees
subdi vision, site plan and permt
approval throughout the town in an
effort to ensure that devel opnent in
one area wll not adversely inpact
surroundi ng areas."

In closing --

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. -- | do not
live in Goshen to have a glorified
anmusenent park in ny backyard, that is
not why | live here.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you, thank
you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)
MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Yes, ny nane




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

112

PUBLI C HEARI NG
is Brent Kunis, I'"'ma | ocal businessman
and | live here in Goshen, |'ve lived
here for about 15 years and | have two
girls in the Goshen School District. |
constantly hear from everybody, are you
pro LEGOLAND, are you anti LEGOLAND and
| tell everybody, I'"'mreally not pro
LEGOLAND, | ampro great project. And
then | hear from people, well, is this
good for Goshen, and | say, well, |
don't knowif it's good for GCoshen,
it's probably good for any area that
wants economic growh with very --
putting very little in the other colum
where they have to spend a | ot of noney
for school kids or stuff like that.
When | | ook at the taxes that they're
going to pay for this property, you
| ook around at all of Goshen, correct
me if I"'mwong, with the host fee,
t hey're paying roughly, with all the
package, $3 nillion per year. |If you
take that $3 mlIlion and you | ook at

the maj or hub of Goshen, let's say
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Matt hews Street, Harrinman Drive and
Cl owes, those three streets, with your
Dana Di stri bute, your big busi nesses
l'i ke that, your fast food, your --
everybody knows what's there, all of
t hose three streets conbi ned, |
bel i eve, pay about $2.6 mllion in

t axes conbi ned, okay. That's real.

That's a real nunber. It's not I|ike
getting up here, like |I seen a | ot of
peopl e get up here and say, | think we

shoul d get $0.10 every tine they flush
the toilet, I think we should get a
dol I ar every tine sonebody parks,
that's not realistic and it's wong.
Because if you |l ook at what they're
paying in taxes, if you | ook at the

sal es tax, you | ook at the payroll tax,
you |l ook at the hotel tax, you |l ook at
all these, in all of our lifetines,
we're not going to have sonebody knock
on CGoshen's door and agree to pay

$3 mlIlion, okay, per year, roughly and

have spin-off business, so if you're
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asking ne, if I"'mpro LEGOLAND, | |ike
LEGCs, ny kids love LEGCs, | don't walk
around, running around, |'mpro
LEGOLAND, |I'm pro great project, and if
anybody in here | ooks at this project
and says to thenselves, this is not a
good project, | honestly don't
under st and what you're tal ki ng about.
And then when you | ook at how does it
i mpact our area, what does it do to our
area, |'ve seen so much due diligence
done by the Board, by the buil ding
I nspector, everybody around, they
travel ed down there and they spoke to
t he chanber of commerce, they spoke to
t he police chief, the fire chief, the
dogcat cher, okay, everybody they've
spoken to has given them positive
f eedback, so I'msitting here as a
Goshen resident and 1'"'mgoing to tel
you two things, they' re paying a ton of
noney and anybody who thinks they're
not paying a ton of noney, | ook and see

what the mall in Chester is paying,
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| ook to see what Media Comc is paying
in Monroe, | ook to see what just
happened with the Galleria Mall, | ook
at all these places and cone with
facts.

Don't cone and say, well, they're a
multibillion dollar conpany, | hate to
tell you, people don't pay property
t axes based on their incone, they pay
property taxes based on property, they
al so don't pay property taxes based on
their investnent in property, just |like
if you have a hone, you don't pay
property taxes if you put seven big
screen TVs in your house, so they need
t o understand that.

Overall, | mean, | could sit here
and go on and on forever, | can't
i magi ne how this is not a great project
for not Goshen, for any place.

And that's it. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you very

nuch.
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(Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Ckay. Next on
this side. Sir, please.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Yes, good
afternoon, ny nane is Daniel Otega
from M ddl et own, New York, |I'm here on
behal f of the engi neer | abor enpl oyer
el ect, we want to show our support for
this project, |abor managenent
operating for the Local 825, we
represent over 7,000 union nmenbers and
contractors, 12 of our nenbers are
resi dents of the town of Goshen and
over 250 reside in Orange County. This
project is a perfect exanple of a
construction project that is inportant
to our organization, the project is not
sol el y about construction jobs, our
menbers don't just work here, they live
here and raise their famlies here too.
Qur nmenbers are both nmen and wormen who
are conmmtted to serving the
environnent for the future, only by

consideration for jobs at the expense
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of public safety is, initself, a gross
oversi nplification, Goshen and the
regi on need to continue to | ook at ways
to diversify its econom c base, this
project will help the town and the
county in the long run to renain
econom cally conpetitive and a great
pl ace to live, by providing famly- and
communi ty-oriented anenities while
i ncreasi ng econom ¢ opportunities and
assisting wwth infrastructure
devel opnent. W support this project,
and believe there are a nunber of
benefits included, but not limted to
the jobs created for our contractors
and nenbers will be inportant for us.
Local 825 nenbers are exceptionally
skilled in operating heavy equi pnent
used in denolition, building
infrastructure and to support
infrastructure materials, and this
project will provide nany jobs to the
trades. CQur work force is highly

trained and safety is always our top
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priority. Qur training centers have
been ranked anong the best places in
t he country for training and conti nui ng
education in the use of heavy
equi pnent. As we continue our
conm tnent to our nenbers and the State
of New York, who are buil ding an even
better state of the art training
facility and offices, our diverse
portfolio in New York includes roadway
and bridge construction, housing,
factory and war ehousi ng, as seen with
t he emergency service facilities in al
types of surroundings. W strongly
support, we believe opposition is based
on fear and certainly not on facts, we
respectfully ask the Board to approve
this project.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

Sir.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Good

evening, ny nane is Chris Sarong, |I'ma
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representative of |aborers Local 17 in
Newbur gh, I'm here to convey our
support of the LEGOLAND proj ect,
LEGOLAND has commtted to a project
| abor agreenent, ensuring that this
project will be built with | ocal union
labor. | want to reiterate the
coments of ny col |l eagues before ne and
comment on one of the statenents that
was made here earlier, that our nenbers
are paid to attend these events.
Not hi ng could be further fromthe
truth. Qur nenbers live in O ange
County, our nenbers work in Orange
County and our nenbers build O ange
County. W are here because we want
projects like this to go through.

These are good for the comunity,
they're good for the town, they're good
for the county.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERAJS: On to this side.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Good
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eveni ng, ny nane is Dean Tanbora[ ph], |
am al so with | aborers Local 17, Hudson
Val | ey Buil ding Trades, again, we do
support this project. W have seen a
| ot of bad projects, we've seen people
com ng in, gobbling up properties that
aren't paying any taxes at all, you
have to consider that, and we see
projects all the tine, people conmng in
fromout of the area, underm ni ng our
wages for this area and then | eaving,
this conpany has commtted to a project
| abor agreenent, to pay good payi ng
construction jobs and it is about jobs,
people, it is, and we see -- we see it
all the tine. | know as a Board, you
guys are going to do your due
diligence, there's a very strict -- al
the guidelines are strict, you'll
reviewit, you'll make a good choi ce,
t he project should go through. | know
you're not going to show favoritismto
it. The project devel opnent is

i nevitable, all humans that want, we




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

121

PUBLI C HEARI NG
do, we reach to strive to create, we
create nore of us and a need to live,
grow, strive and be happy, executed
correctly, devel opnent of this project
wll pronpote benefits for Goshen and
Orange County for many, nmany years to
cone, to have this type of opportunity
wth an international conpany with the
desire to invest that nmuch noney in
this county, as significant as this is,
a once in alifetine opportunity, don't
lose it. | also -- I"'mgoing to
apol ogi ze, I"'mgoing to make a coment,
we had sonebody make a comrent j ust
bef ore he wal ked away fromthe
m cr ophone, he shoul dn't have, because
t hese peopl e out here, these workers
that live in the county, you guys have
been out in the el enents today wal ki ng
in here, a lot of these people have
been out in the elenments all day today.
They're here on their own tine, because
it is about jobs and they build the

county, they build safe roads and
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bridges and our infrastructure, and
t hey shouldn't be -- no one should ever
speak poorly upon them Thank you for
com ng out to support the project.

CHAI RMVAN BERGUJUS: Thank you very
nmuch.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RMAN BERGUS: Ma' am

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C Lynn
Seyan[ ph], I'"ma resident of the

vil |l age of Goshen for about 30 years, |

t oo noved up here from Brooklyn, | ama
former deputy mayor, | ama forner
pol i ce comm ssioner, | ama forner

wat er conmmi ssioner, | ama forner

menber of the ZBA and the Vill age of
Goshen, and | am al so the fornmer ED,
executive director, of the Goshen
Chanber of Commerce, and | am now t he

presi dent of the Orange County Chanber

of Commerce, | am heavily invested in
Goshen.
First, | just want to say that the

Orange County Chanber of Commerce, our
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board, has voted to support this
project, we believe that this project
is good for Orange County and that it's
good for Goshen for nmany of the same
reasons that have been articul ated
earlier.

(Interjections from audi ence.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C I don't
t hi nk anybody has ever cone and said
t hat LEGOLAND i s a bad conpany,
everybody | oves LEGO, who doesn't |ove
LEGOs, we all love LEGGOs, it's a great

conpany. But | also believe that it's
good for Goshen, | don't believe it's
good for anyplace else, | believe it's

really good for Goshen, and one of the
reasons that | believe it's very good
for Goshen is because as you know, the
Town Board, nore than anybody el se,
like the Vill age Board, and |'ve said
this before, we are 50 percent of -- of
our parcels are off the tax rolls, we
are at a significant di sadvantage wth

the rest of the county. 50 percent of
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our parcels are off the tax rolls,
50 percent of the parcels in this
community pay a hundred percent of the
freight, that's the first thing, and
that's because of all the
muni ci palities, there's the state and
the county and not-for-profits and
churches and synagogues and everyt hi ng
el se.

Additional ly, every nunicipality,
the town has to operate under a 2
percent under tax cap, SO now, whatever
revenue cones in has to go for all of
your contractual, your police, your
DPW your pensions, there's not a | ot
of noney left for visioning, there's
not an awful | ot of noney to plan for
the future and the only way to do that
is for an expanded tax base. That
property right now nakes $91, 000,
$91,000 in taxes, that's it. Over
30 years, that is a grand total of
$1, 094, 220, not a heck of a lot,
according to, for 30 years, LEGO_AND
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will bringin52 -- wait a mnute, |'ve
got to get ny glasses, 30 years is a
long time, you know what | nean,
$52.6 mllion in paynents, in PILOT
payments, $39 million in host comunity
fee paynents over 30 years,
$300 mllion in sales tax and that is
di stributed around the entire county,
as you know, to every nunicipality,
$30 million in hotel tax over 30 years,
that brings the anmount of noney that's
going to be brought in by LEGOLAND, and
that's the conservative figure, that is
going to bring the grand total of over
$400 mllion in 30 years.

(Interjections by audi ence.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C.  You
cannot -- how do -- how do we -- how do
we say no to sonething |like that,
especially in Goshen.

And the other thing | want to
address is things |ike noise. | went
down there. | don't like noise, I'm

fromLong Island, | don't |ike noise, |
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nmoved up here from Brooklyn, | lived in
Park Slope, | also noved up here for
qui et, we went down to LEGOLAND with a
bunch of us, we videotaped, you
couldn't hear anything. W weren't a
t housand feet away fromthe park, we
were 50 feet away fromthe park in the
bot ani cal garden, | couldn't hear a
thing. This proposal is 500 acres and
of that acreage, under 200 acres in the
center is going to be disturbed, it's
going to be a park within a park,
you're going to have all of this -- al
of these trees, all of this sound
absorption around it, so as far as the
noise, | fully believe it's going to be
anmel i orated, LEGOLAND is a worl d-cl ass
organi zation and |I've said this before,
they are fifth, fifth or sixth in
reputati on worl dwi de. They're not
going to do anything to conprom se
their reputation, they're not going to
do anything to chall enge that.

Addi tionally, when we went down there,
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| spoke to -- oh, cone on, nman.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you, Lynn.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. You're
wel cone.

( Appl ause.)

CHAl RVAN BERGUS: Sir.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. John Stein,
vill age of Goshen.

First of all, 1'd like to say, |
have been a supporter of unions all ny
life, I amnow, | wll always be a
supporter of unions, just so you know,
sone parties don't want unions in this
country, | do, | think they were the
greatest invention.

And by the way, |I'm very saddened
by what's going on in ny honmetown of
Goshen, there is a lot of polarization
going on, | have friends on that side,
| just met a nice guy this evening, and
| can be friends with everyone, I'ma
nice guy, | really am but | never get
to performin front of a full house,

where Is everyone? | was going to sing
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nmy statement, but he said not to, right
Ted, right, | shouldn't sing it.

(Interjections by audi ence.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C | tried to
read the DEIS for the second
presentation that was submtted to you
in October, 6,000 pages is a lot in
| ess than a nonth, for soneone |ike nme
who is not really that smart in math
and all that stuff, but there are a few
things that | did -- that did trouble
me fromthis report, briefly. They --
t hey tal ked about -- well, they don't
tal k about -- which | was hoping for, |
didn't see anything, this is a draft
envi ronnental inpact statenent, |
t hi nk, what was | acki ng was any
di scussion of the inpact this nmassive
project will have on the quality and
health of human life, | think Pramlla
t ook care of that before. The
oversi ght al one should give all parties
pause as to whether Merlin corporation

really cares about the lives that may
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be adversely effected, they tal k about
traffic study done on August 18th, a
Thur sday? How about a weekend.

They tal k about unavoi dabl e
di sturbances to the surroundi ng
envi ronnents due to blasting, use of
pesti ci des and herbicides, they admt
that wildlife and vegetation wll be
i npacted, great, therefore, that's an
adm ssion of guilt. O course, they
only nmention a few species of wildlife
that will be negatively inpacted, such
as the | ong-nosed and br own- nosed bat,
t he Northern bog turtle and the
Nort hern tree frog, what about the
other 40 or so species of wildlife that
wll be negatively effected in this
area, and it wll be, we have to think
about that kind of life too.

How cone in 6,000 pages of their
findings, nostly which is described as
potenti al occurrences, that neans
nothing is definite, or conparisons to

parks in California and Fl ori da,
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t here's absol utely not hi ng about the
i npact the project will have on hunman
l'ife while under construction and then
afterwards, they have not done one
iota, in the 6,000 pages -- | may have
m ssed a page, | don't know -- they
have not done one iota of research on
people living in the area who m ght be
suffering fromasthmatic and ot her
l ung-related conditions that would very
i kely be exacerbated by an
overwhel m ng i ncrease of vehicul ar
cars' and buses' exhaust and toxic
funmes, due to an overwhel m ng i ncrease
in traffic and congestion, |I'mnot so
favoring for the casinos either, but
that's not my business.

The unsettled effects from
bl asti ng, bull dozing acres and acres of
dust and soil, the constant drive-by of
trucks will not only increase the
anmount of poisons released into the
air, but will cause an increase in

noi se pollution, has Merlin done any
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humane research of the people living in
t he area and how their |ives would be
adversely effected, not positively
effected, by the constant traffic noise
and rel ease of pollutants, this is

i nportant, you know, pros and cons,
shouldn't human |ife be a | eading issue
in any environnental inpact statenent.

That was four m nutes?

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: That was four
m nut es.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Al right,

t hank you.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Ckay, sir.

MEMBER CF THE PUBLI C: H , thank
you, ny name is Dan Depew, |'mthe
supervi sor of the Town of Wallkill and
| am not here representing the Town of
VWl l kill's Town Board, we have passed
no resolution for or against the
project, | amrepresenting nyself as

t he supervisor, ny extensive experience
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representing the Orange County
community as a legislator for six
years, and al so being the supervisor,
whi ch is the CEO and manager of one of
the |l argest towns in Orange County,
nmnost of you know ne. How are you
doi ng, Doug.

There's so nmany, so many things
t hat cone across a planning board's
responsibility or a town board's
responsibility in a tenure of service,
even a long tenure of service, but this
project is a huge one and soneti nes,
|'"ve listened to folks in the community
tal k about how this has divided the
community, we're all divided and
everything like that. LEGOLAND w ||
ei ther be approved or denied, okay, and
t he votes and decisions that the fol ks
up here will neake, they should not be
judged singularly on whether they were
for or against it, | just want to say
that, okay. The job that you do as

pl anni ng board representatives or as
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t own board menbers or supervisors i s so
much greater to this community than any
one project. Your town is so diverse
in so many di fferent ways and has so
many great attributes and so many great
resources and so nany great peopl e that
certainly, one project, no matter of
what si ze, should never divide this
town fromyou or you fromthis town.
And | hope that everyone here today,
whet her you're for or against, takes
that into consideration. You have
great | eaders who nmake great deci sions
on your behalf every day under the
t oughest circunstances i mgi nable. And
when you think about this project, this
proj ect here today, think of all the
extra work that goes into just
reviewng it and doi ng what you're
doi ng, you have had multiple public
i nput sessions, nultiple reviews of the
proj ect, you have been as open and
accommodati ng as you possibly could be,

you coul d have had a Pl anni ng Board
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public hearing and then a Town Board
publ i c hearing, you could have had this
in the sumrerti me when everybody was on
vacation, there's no great tine to have
a public hearing, fol ks, there's just
not. You're doing the best that you
can, and we as citizens shoul d
recogni ze you for that, and | thank you
for that.

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Alittle
over a year ago, sonme of the brightest
econom c mnds in our county travel ed
to Wsconsin Dells, the epicenter of
this type of thing, indoor water parks,
amusenent things and stuff |ike that,
and we asked themto cone here,
particularly to ny town, the town of
wallkill, and build a water park here,
just to talk about it and just one
small story in M dHudson News and the
Ti mes Heral d- Record generated so much
positi ve ent husi asm about even the idea

of sonething like that comng to Orange
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County, ny phones were bogged down, and
now, we have a project |ike that
| ooking to cone to Orange County and
they didn't cone to us and say, we're
going to Goshen, that's what we want to
do, that's not what happened, fol ks,
what happened was all of the | eaders
t hroughout the county fought to have a
project like this in their comunity
and they were taken to every single
community who was possibly interested
and | ooked at thousands upon tens of
t housands of acres of property and then
t hey singled down on one spot. |
wanted themin the town of Wallkill,
you know what they told nme, you don't
have a site big enough that we can have
enough preserved open space around our
proj ect because that's what we like to
do. | think everything that they're
trying to do to mtigate property use,
| think is right, | think we have to
| ook at taxes, you know, there's five

school districts in the town of
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VWal I kill and Goshen is one of them and
| have sad news to report to you fol ks
in Goshen, we in Wallkill have been
sustai ning the tax burden of the Goshen
School District through comerci al
devel opnent for the | ast 45 years and
we're out of space that's devel opabl e
in the Goshen portion of the town of
VWl l kill to help bail you out. If you
were to just build 68 honmes on
t hree-acre zoning on just a snal
portion of this, the taxes that would
be achi eved would be a fraction of what
this project would pay. Support
L EGOLAND.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you very
nmuch.

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C My nane is
Chris Healy, proud resident of the town
of Goshen, I'man investor in the town
of Goshen, | get the tax bill every

year to prove it. | built my hone in
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2012, | could have built anywhere, |
certainly could have gone anywhere in
t he county, but as you travel to the
ot her towns, you know what | kept
finding, junkyards, they all ow
anmusenent parks, | didn't want to live
next to a junkyard, | don't want to
live next to an anusenent park, so
invested here in this town. What |
found is there's a code, 9710, it's
pretty sinple, it says no junkyard, it
says no anusenent parks, | don't know
what part of that could be anynore
clear, that's good, I'Il build here,
t he Town of Goshen Board, the Town of
Goshen Zoni ng and Pl anni ng, you're not
responsi bl e for the happi ness of a
forei gn conpany, you' re not responsible
for the happi ness of a group of people
who wi Il nmake short-term noney buil ding
this project, you' re responsible for ny
happi ness, you represent ne. | want ny
t own protected, sonebody said before,

we don't want Goshen to be one of those
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drive-through towns, yeah, we do,
that's why we live here, we don't want
t his.

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. W're
telling you |l oud and clear, we don't
want it, 9710 exists, it's the code,
you're nmaking this a whole |l ot nore
difficult than it has to be. The
answer is no, we don't allowit.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERGUJUS: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Next, pl ease.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C H , ny nane
is Mary McBella[ph], I've lived in the
vill age of Goshen for 25 years, this is

actually the second tine |I've ever

addressed your board, |I'ma resident --
l'ma resident, | work here, | am not
representi ng any busi nesses, | am not

representi ng any governnent agencies, |
am just a hard worker who pays ny

t axes.
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One of the things that was said
t oni ght was that Rockl and m ssed an
opportunity. | actually grew up in
Stony Point, I'm25 years here in
Goshen, but | was 27 years raised in
Stony Point, every tine | go hone, |
get, tell your people to stop this
proj ect, stop LEGOLAND, they were so
happy that their governnent |listened to
them ny parents, everybody. One of
the other things, the last tine | got
to speak to you was a nonth after
| earned about this project. A |lot of
people, as a resident, | |earned about
this project in June, | |earned about
this project froma fell ow resident,
not on the other way. Most of the -- a
| ot of the people that have spoken
tonight are like, yeah, |'ve known
about this project for over a year,
yeah, we were making overtures for over
a year, why was | the last to know? |
don't get that.

As far as the union i s concer ned
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and | know they're not here anynore,
but I'm al so union.

(Interjections from audi ence.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C Hi .

I'mactually union, |'m CSEA, ny
husband is union, he's a teanster,
union jobs for this project, | have no
problemwi th that, | have a problem
wth where it's being built.

I think that LEGOLAND i s a good
conpany. | think it actually nmakes a
good product. | don't mnd if New York
is trying to woo them | think it's a
little too much noney we're giving a
corporate -- a location, but I don't
mnd that we're trying to nove this
projet, this conpany to develop a
project here in New York State, the
union jobs will go where they need to
go, they're not going to get | ost.

Ckay. So on to this, DEIS, very,
very |l ong document, | read the summary
nore than once and nost of the

appendi ces, but ny notes are quite
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extensive, so I'mgoing to go with the
witten part, |'mgoing to comment on
Laws Nunmber 5 and 6.

Law Nunber 5 does not have the sane
expiration that Law Nunber 6 contains,
t heref ore, any changes in zoning
regardi ng touri smand recreation
opportunities for Law Nunber 5 woul d
becone part of the pernmanent Town
zoni ng code. Sections 1.2 actually
could be applied to properties all over
Goshen, and Section 3.1 could inpact
any | and adjacent to Route 17, not just
the specific parcels in the DEIS. This
change could allow all types of tourism
and recreational businesses to sprout
up all over Goshen, and if LEGOLAND
fails, Law Nunmber 5, it stays in
effect. Law Nunber 5 could actually
change the historic identity of the
town of Goshen, froma historic rustic
community to just another tourist town,
they're all lined up and down t he

Jersey Shore.
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Law Nunber 6 has an expiration
clause that states if LEGOLAND deci des
not to build within six nonths of the
passage, the zoning of the parcels
revert back to the original zoning, but
what i f LEGOLAND does build and then
abandons the project after the
si x-nmonth period, |'ve been thinking
| ong and hard of what ki nd of
busi nesses could be built here, another
anusenent park, a paint ball park, a
circus, a mniature golf course, or
per haps sonething in our future that we
have not envi sioned yet as a tourism or
recreational type business, the
alternative and the consequences
unknown, with the approval of this | aw
This | aw needs to be carefully revi ewed
and studi ed i ndependent of the LEGO
site plan and the rest, | will put in
writing.

Have a great night, thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS:  You, too, thank

you, have a good ni ght.
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Sir.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C My nane is
Bob Torsell o[ ph], town of Goshen. |
guess the first thing | wanted to talk
about in reading the draft docunent was
Route 17. And, you know, there's a | ot
of talk about a flyover and those
t hings and the | ocal roads, but there
doesn't seemto be any nitigation about
Route 17 and the wi dening, there's sone
di scussi on about future 86, but we've
seen those signs for years, | nean,
it's very difficult to really inagine
t hat park there w thout a w dening of
Route 17. And part of the reason it's
gotten worse and has been the -- the
recent | aws regardi ng when police or
there's anber lights, that you have to
pull over, | nmean, it could just be a
speeding ticket and it creates a
backl og on a nornmal day at any tine.
So we're just -- we're not talking
about weekends. |If you drive Route 17,

if there's any incident, that's a
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probl em

And |' m al so opposed to the changes
of local Law 5 and 6, | do feel it does
present a potential liability for us
going forward, selective zoning is --
it's a very scary issue for nme, but I'm
not a real estate attorney, so | don't
under st and t hose things necessarily,
but I am a corporate accountant, and so
| did want to talk to the Town Board
about -- |'ve spoken to themin the
past about a cost-benefit analysis. |
mean, you know, we know LEGOLAND,
according to their own docunents, the
Town woul d have about 200, 000 pl us
comng in taxes and potentially 1.3 in
host fees, so that's 1.5 mllion a
year, so we're tal king 10, 000
residents, 150 bucks a year, does that
reduce our taxes, but what is the cost
to the Town for additional services?
That, | don't understand. W keep
t al ki ng about everything that LEGOLAND

is giving us in taxes, but what are
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t hey not giving us? Wat would they be
paying if there was no 30-year buyout
that's going to go beyond one
generation, | think you need to
consider that. Wat woul d they be
paying in a nornmal basis. And | -- |
haven't seen anybody say anyt hi ng about
that. And when they propose a PILOT, a
good negotiator is going to say, well,
wait a second here, that's our starting
point. So | think you need to
negoti ate that and -- and | et them pay
their fair share. | nean, any good
busi ness wants to pay as little as
possi ble, | nean, that's good busi ness,
that's what you do, but it's your
responsibility to see that the
t axpayers aren't carrying the burden.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGAUJS: (Ckay. Next, over
here, pl ease.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Hello, ny
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nane is Peter Dinante[ph] and | live in
the village of Goshen. 1'Il start off
wth the DEIS, | thought it was a great
docunent, it was very thorough, ny
concern is traffic, you know, I'ma
32-year civil servant with the Gty of
New York, that deals mainly with
traffic, so | understand people's
concern, but | also know that traffic
can be mtigated with the proper
pl anni ng, so I'"'msure that's nothing
t hat could be done now, but |ater on.

In the past ten years, ny hone
val ue dropped over $100,000, | live in
the village, that's about 25 to
30 percent of ny value, ny property
t axes went up 50 percent to over
$15,000 this year, it's a | ot of nopney
for a civil servant, but | |ove this
community, and it's not just nme, a | ot
of my neighbors are in the sane boat.
And the reasons why we don't go into
foreclosure is because we | ove our

community, but | also know that they
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wal k around the village of Goshen and |
know that there's a problem If the
only thing that we have in the vill age
is pizzerias and Chinese food and we
can't hold on to industry, because we
just |l ost the brewery, the school
district lost the Altori[ph] case and
the Crystal Run PILOT al so ending hurt
t he school district and it effects our
tax rate. The fact that LEGOLAND has
cone in and it's a kiddie park, it's
probably the nost benign thing in the
worl d that you could have cone here,
it's not the foundry reopening with
chemcals, sol'mall for it. | know
it's not going to |l ower ny taxes, |
know it's not going to nake the val ue
of nmy house go up, |I'mnot that naive,
but any type of relief to keep the rate
of increase down is nore than wel cone.
This village and town has a | ong
hi story and the Board -- the two
boards, |'m sure, when the railroad

cane 175 years ago, there was




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

148

PUBLI C HEARI NG
fistfights at the neeting, so don't
feel so bad. But because of the
railroad comng in, a lot of industries
have conme and gone, the foundry, which
still stands, there was a Coca-Col a
bottling conpany, which | just found
out a couple weeks ago, in the village
of Goshen, there was a cider and
vi negar factory and all these -- and
t here was an anusenent park on M dway
right by the hospital now, so all of
this that's going on today has happened
before, this is just old history, none
of these industries have killed the
vill age, the amusenent park didn't
destroy anything, and LEGOLAND i s not
really going to, you know, cause the
sky to fall in the village or the town
or the county.

So that's all | have to say, but I
don't envy you, and | hope everyone
makes the right decision.

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you very

nuch.
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(Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGAUS: Sir.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C My nane is
Paul Rubin, as a hydrol ogist and a
hydr ogeol ogi st, |I'm here tonight on
behal f of Concerned Citizens for the
Hudson Valley. W are concerned that
honeowner s and busi nesses will not have
sufficient water avail able for nornal
wat er usage during periods of drought,
much | ess the extra 27 percent required
to supply the proposed LEGOLAND
project. Proof of adequacy of water
supply is of paranpunt inportance. The
DEIS failed to provide the detail ed
information required by both | ead
agency and the public to assess water
adequacy. Wil e other adverse
envi ronnental inpacts have the
potential of being mtigated, |ack of
sufficient water supply can cripple
vi || age hones and busi nesses.

One need not | ook beyond

California' s epic water supply issues




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

150

PUBLI C HEARI NG
during periods of drought and focus the
canera lens closer to hone. Scientific
proof, when treated wi th conprehensive
supporting data, is critically
important in order to eval uate whet her
there is sufficient water available to
meet existing and future demands. The
DElI S presents no detail ed data and
anal yses to docunent that there wll
not be a mj or adverse environnent al
inpact. In fact, in all |ikelihood,
based on the repeated drought
condi ti ons experienced by the village
provi sions of |arge water volune for
Merlin's LEGOLAND project, will result
in maj or water supply deficiencies
during periods of drought, when water
quantity is nost essential.

The DEIS fails to provide the
needed data and anal yses needed to
address this critical SEQRA issue,
simply put, there is not sufficient
wat er quality data or analysis in the

DEIS for the | ead agency or the public
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t o conduct the coherent anal ysis needed
to formul ate the science- and
i nf or mati on- based coment on water
supply and denand. Specifically,
Merlin failed to provide any detail ed
enpirical data to support their
unf ounded cl ains that there is
sufficient water for: One, existing
village needs in tines of drought when
one reservoir is dry and the other is
extrenely |low, two, future vill age
wat er demands as built out five to ten
years in the future; three, nmajor water
supply denands provided for the
LEGOLAND devel opnent, again, 27 percent
nore than you use now, four, expansion
of the village's existing well field
aquifer, a third well was drilled and
tested, under the concept that it m ght
provi de needed water for LEGOLAND.
However, Merlin has provided no testing
data, graphs or analysis of this
information, it is not in the DEI S and,

t heref ore, cannot be considered part of
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the DEIS, it mght be drawing fromthe
same aquifer as the existing wells, so
no data is provided in the DEIS to
support singular water demand val ues,
as are provided in other major
devel opnent projects, which have
enor nous docunentation for water.

I nportantly, the village routinely
experi ences drought conditions that
requi re warni ngs and our water
reduction neasures. The DEIS fails to
address this critical hydrol ogic
situation that repeatedly occurs and
fails to provide any hydrol ogic
rati onal e or data to support selling a
hi gh percentage of the village's finite
wat er supply to a devel oper in advance
of detail ed proof of water adequacy.
None of the data and the infornation
needed to conclude that there is
sufficient water now to warrant sale to
Merlin or to justify entering into an
agreed upon resolution to sell water to

Merlin is presented in the DEIS,
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nei ther the | ead agency, nor the public
have t he detail ed hydrol ogi c
i nformati on needed upon whi ch an
eval uati on of adequacy, water supply
may be made. Based upon review of
hi stori c drought periods throughout the
regi on, as a hydrol ogi st --

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you very
nmuch.

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C: My nane is

Ramona Harrigan, and |I'm from Goshen,

New York, | graduated from Goshen
School District, | pay taxes to the
Town of Goshen, | pay taxes to the

Goshen School District and | work in
Goshen, New York, | am conpletely
opposed to this project.

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C It will
affect the character of our town. Not
to nention repeatedly, people are
tal king about water, traffic, with the

traffic study, have they included the
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casino traffic that has yet to hit us,
even though we al ready have so nmuch
traffic problens. Cars idling, |I'm
wondering if there's a fire at
LEGOLAND, if that exists, our vol unteer
fire departnent is going to get stuck
intraffic in the idling, |ike who's
going to take care of that? Plastics
burning, if there's an electrical fire,
that's a problem W tal k about Echo,
you know, it's Echo Ridge noise. [|I'm
very concerned about water, | brought
in sone articles from our paper about
all is not well, water wells are drying
up through this area, okay. W're in a
severe career drought. The County
executive just signed up DeStefano to
cover water for Any's Kitchen, a Goshen
project that's in the works that's
bringing jobs to our area, that's
manuf acturing, | think that the Goshen
Pl anni ng Board here and the Town Board
has been doing an excellent job, we're

an affluent community, we do not need
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to put all our hopes on LEGOLAND and
t he few jobs, you know, there's costs,
as people say, infrastructure, quality
of life, people wth asthma, yeah, |
|i ke that sonebody brought that up, we
have so many bad air days that are
I ncreasi ng, because the air gets stuck
bet ween Nepar a[ ph] that we had down
there, the Palisades, the Catskills, it
just hovers here, you can see the snopg
in the sunmer, now we're going to have
a lot of cars idling, increasing that,
| just -- | want to thank the Town
Board and the Pl anni ng Board for having
laws to protect us, the taxpayers, who
actually live here and work here, and |
hope that you stick with the pl anning
as it is and do not change it for a
speci al project that wants to cone into
our community. | think you guys are
al ready doing a good job, our taxes are
fine. People live here. They' re not
| eaving here. O ange County has a good

enpl oynent rate. People choose to live




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

156

PUBLI C HEARI NG

here. That's what you hear over and

over again, | chose Goshen.
Thank you.
( Appl ause.)
CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you.
(Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGQUS: Pl ease.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C H , good
evening, | know tonight is a big
conpetition of out-Goshening each
other, so I'll drop sone Goshen stats.
| graduated from Burke and ny nom was
M ss Goshen in the '70s, although I did
broaden nmy horizons to nove to the
lights of the far reaches of M ddl et own
and Canpbell Hall, | can speak to the
intelligence of the consultants working
on the project and the planning, |ike
Supervi sor Depew had stated, when
trying to mtigate traffic, things that
have happened on Neel yt own Road, where
you have a | ot of industrial
devel opnent, | work off of Neel yt own

Road and | see the inpacts of
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tractor-trailers, sone very heavy
traffic, there was soneone airlifted
yesterday off of Neel ytown Road. |
wor ked in the beverage industry here in
Orange County, so | know the benefit of
tourismjobs, |ike Wodbury Conmmons
bring to the area and support all the
peopl e who work in the beverage trades,
peopl e who are using, conmng up to
spend noney on the hotel taxes. The
benefit of the engineering, the teans
that are working here, | also have a
sumer hone in Sullivan County, so I'm
traveling on 17 back and forth, the
traffic is a concern for everybody, but
|'ve seen the plans and | know in the
Fl orida park, nobst of the access roads
are off of public roads, so Merlin has
gone to great lengths to make sure that
all of the traffic is contained within
the park, and it's very brief, when you
| ook at the DEIS where the cars are
actually going to be going, so wth the

benefit of good planning, | think it's
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in your capable hands, and | support
this project and all of the benefits
it's going to bring to this area,
because it's the nost whol esone project
that will go in that space.

So good luck to all of you.

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGAUJS: Al right, we're
on this side now.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C: Hell o, 1'm
Adam Boese, |'ve been in Orange County
for 26 years. For 30 years, |'ve been
a mechani cal engineer and | travel
around the regi on and the country
| ooki ng at buil di ngs hel ping them
becone nore energy efficient, so |I've
seen a |l ot of different kinds of
i ndustry, |'ve seen all Kkinds of
bui I di ngs, things done well and things
done terribly.

Orange County will devel op. W
have a perfect |ocation, we have roads,

we have infrastructure, we have open
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| and. Things are going to nove here,
that's not going to be stopped. Wat
we have to do now is decide what is
going to nove here. 1'm a nenber of
the Village of Goshen Pl anni ng Board,
|*ve gone through your DEIS, it's
extrenely thorough, you guys have done
a fantastic job, it's -- |I've seen a
nunber of these and | need to say, this
is the |argest and nost conprehensive
one |'ve ever seen.

| appl aud you for the
prof essionali smand the high | evel of
expertise that you' ve put into the
DEIS. It's quite clear |ooking from
t he expert team of consultants, they're
here to protect the citizens of Goshen
Sone of them have lived right in Goshen
their entire life. | read it, it is
conmprehensive. | see the care taken to
mtigate the inpacts of this
devel opnent. |'ma forner Goshen
school board nenber, | reviewed and

recogni zed the DEIS financial benefits




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

160

PUBLI C HEARI NG
to our school's axis. | see the

educati onal benefits to our kids and

our teachers. | raised five children
in the village of Goshen, | live two
mles fromthis developnent, | plan to
retire in this very sane spot. M

conmmuni ty invol venent has put ne in
contact with a | arge segnent of this
community, and | can tell you
assuredly, there is significant support
for this project. As a board nenber, |
know what it is |like to sit where you
are and | know how difficult it is to
do the right thing, when you know there
are community nenbers who di sagree with
you on your choices. Thank you for
being true | eaders and working for the
success of this project.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C H , ny nane
is Deb Cutti[ph], I'"ma resident of the
town of Goshen, I'mfirst going to read

sonet hing from ny husband, who's out of
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town and unable to attend, 1'Il get it
all inin the four m nutes.

Town Board nmenbers and Pl anni ng
Board nenbers, the proposal to adopt
local Laws 5 and 6 remain contrary to
t he Town of Goshen Master Plan and put
our community's future severely at
risk. It is your responsibility in
public service to represent your
constituency with a high degree of
norality and hol d devel opnent projects
to the highest possible | evel of
scrutiny. Wth these requirenents,
ensure the public that their future
will not be conprom sed by greed,
corporate pressure and/ or corruption.
To date, with regard to Merlin's
proposed LEGOLAND, you have failed in
this regard. The DEIS that has been
subm tted for public reviewis severely
| acki ng details that would hel p our
town nake a properly educat ed deci sion
on the topic, specifically in the areas

of inpact on the remai ning 399 acres
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not nentioned or a review of the 522
proposed for Merlin, accurate water
usage and well capacities and nore. As
such, we can only assune that there is
i nformati on bei ng hidden, corruption in
pl ace or a rush job noving forward. |If
Merlin purports itself to be a good
nei ghbor, then they shoul d take every
measure possible to conpletely and
accurately address all concerns and
should want to do it on their own dine.
Goshen, New York residents shoul d not
pay to help build any corporations and
amusenent park when their direct desire
is, in fact, to take profit fromthe
same people. It's tine to do the right
thing and deny Merlin's application,
cl ose the proposal and bring our town
back together. W don't need an
anmusenent park to grow.

So this ny -- this is actually from
me, Town and Pl anni ng Board nenbers, |
strongly urge you to nake the right

deci sion for the town of Goshen and not
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all ow the rezoning of the property of
t he proposed LEGOLAND site. The
conpr ehensi ve pl an specifically
excl udes anusenent parks and it woul d
be unethical to change the zoning
specifically for a private entity to
occupy the property for their own
corporate greed at the expense of the
t own of Goshen residents and taxpayers.

As a town of Goshen resident, it is
t he conprehensive plan and its neani ng
that attracted ne to purchase property
here and call this ny hone. It is your
duty and obligation to listen to the
town of Goshen residents, specifically
t hose whose hones are imredi ately
i npacted by this proposal, non-Gshen
residents are not the ones who have to
deal directly wth the traffic, the
noi se and pollution and the | oss of
quality life on a daily basis.

We all know about the residents of
Bl oom ngburg and Monroe, who are

fighting for their way of life, as a
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certain religious comunity tries to
encroach on their quality of life. The
Goshen residents are no different from
t hese residents. W want to protect
our quality of life froman undesirable
entity trying to gain access to our
natural and paid resources. | have
heard many tines over that this is good
growth. The fact is, is that not all
growh is good and this is a perfect
exanpl e of out of control growth of
epic proportion. This is a sem -rural
farm ng community, that a preposterous
anmusenent park wi shes to profit and
strip of its natural resources, so
out - of -towners can cone here for a day.
We, the residents, should not be forced
to host LEGOLAND guests for their
profit as it ruins our |lives.

I have al so heard that this will be
good for the kids and good for this
community. Well, | ama part of this
community and | can tell you wth al

certainty that this will create a
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devastatingly horrible quality of life
for those who |ive nearby. For many of
use who were children growing up in
this area, we grew up fine w thout
LEGOLAND and so will the future
generations. They do not need this
park to enjoy their life. The children
are not the taxpayers and | am a
t axpayer and the children should not be
used as a ploy to convince this Board
that a park is needed. | have al so
heard too nmany tinmes about the jobs
this park will supply. The facts are
out there, these are not good paying
jobs, there are 210 jobs between 30 and
50,000 dollars a year. |It's certainly
not enough to purchase a hone in
Goshen, and probably not anywhere el se
in Oange County. 240 jobs between 50
and 200, 000 dol |l ars, does anyone wonder
why there's a huge gap --

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you, thank
you very nmuch.

Next .
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(Appl ause.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C I was
sitting in.

CHAl RVAN BERAUS: Ckay, that's
fine, thank you.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. They know, |
have two bad knees and | can't stand
up, and when | | eave here, I'"'mgoing to
t he hospital, you nade ne | ate.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Hopeful |y not
because of the neeting.

MEMBER COF THE PUBLI C: No, no, no.

CHAI RVAN BERGUJUS: Ckay, good.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C I have a big
problemwi th LEGOLAND, | notice that
all the figures are being quoted and
they're using Florida as a basis.

Well, Florida is not Goshen. Florida
is open 12 nonths a year, Goshen is
goi ng to be open six, nmaybe seven. All
you're going to have here is a hotel in
t he off-nonths and down there, they're
going to have -- working all year |ong,

| think the figures they gave you, |
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t hi nk shoul d be skewed, | think you
shoul d be very -- they should be | ooked
at very carefully, 1'Il be honest wth
you, | don't trust them

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. The ot her
thing is -- you know, this is alittle
story, and I'Il tell you sonething
first, there's -- a man once said,
beware of G eeks bearing gifts and
anot her man once said, don't wish for
it too hard, you m ght get it, and
nei ther one of those, | think, apply in
this situation. | don't think we need
LEGOLAND, | couldn't get any nore
against if | tried. They are
distributing half-truths, | had -- |
was tal king to one fell ow from LEGOLAND
one day, oh, a couple nonths ago, and I
said, you know, I'd | ove to cone and
work for you guys, he said, yeah, |
sai d, yeah, but the trouble is | don't
i ke you and I don't want you here.

(Laughter.)
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MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. And besi des
that, | think you're dealing with a
bunch of fellows, and you' re a bunch of
prof essionals, and | think you're
dealing wth a bunch of amateurs and
they're in over their head and you know
what the man said, you're right.

So you know what they think of you.

I could never be accused of being a
diplomat, | think a coupl e people here
wll testify to that, but | --

(Laughter.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C: I[t's just
t hat so nmany things, now, one question
nobody has ever answered, | drove up
t hrough Fl ori da today, you can't get
t hrough Florida at 5 o' cl ock,
6 o' clock. | go through Chester the
ot her day, you can't get through
Chester, what provisions have you nade
for these towns com ng down from 95
from Newbur gh com ng down here? Al
this traffic is going to be getting

dunped into one place. You don't have
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to finish the governnent buil ding,
because by the tinme all this thing is
done, you won't be able to get to the
governnent buil ding, ook at the circle
up here, everything is comng fromthe
east, turned around and goes back to
t he east -- goes back -- what the hell,
goes back towards New York, and it --
the traffic allow this, they don't tell
you everything, it's only half-truths
and they don't tell you what they're
going to do with the wetl ands because
everybody knows wetlands is just a
word, if you want to get wetl ands, you
substi tute sonet hi ng sonepl ace el se.
We spent a fortune on 124, | don't know
how nmany mllions of dollars, and they
refused to hire union enpl oyees, by the
way, | don't know if you renenber that,
there was stri kes and everyt hi ng down
there. And now, what's going to happen
to our woodl ands, because the road
they're building, it's going to

infringe on it.
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Now, gentlenman, | think you have to
|l ook at this closer, and | think the --
sonebody that really knows what it's
about, regardl ess, because | think
you're getting stiffed, sinple as that.
| lived in Brooklyn all ny life, |
noved up here 25 years ago, | didn't
nove here with the thought of |iving
next to an amusenent park. | only cane
here because | wanted a decent pl ace
where | could -- | didn't have to worry
about people breaking into ny house and
things like that, turns out up here,

t hey break into ny house nore than they
did in Brookl yn.

(Laughter.)

MEMBER CF THE PUBLI C: But, anyway,
no, but | think it -- it's the LEGOLAND
is a bad deal. |1 -- and | -- and |
don't trust their notives and | think
if they say, you have to be aware of
Greeks bearing gifts, because nobody
does sonething for nothing, and you' ve

got no guarantee they're going to be
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here for five years, ten years, 15, 20
years and out. And you have this here
PI LOT program that stinks, you' ve got
to adm t.

(Laughter.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. And then
you're not taking into consideration
traffic comng up fromAny's Kitchen.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. O a couple
of these other places --

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you very
much. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C My nane is
Sean Core, ny grandparents have |ived

in Goshen, ny parents live in Goshen,

| ' ve gone to Goshen schools, I'ma
graduate of Goshen, I'mreally hoping
that this town isn't -- doesn't go with

LEGOLAND, | really think it's going to
negatively affect the -- just the
ecosystem over here, having the green

open space. There's so many ot her
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shovel -ready facilities that this could
be nmoved to, up in Sullivan County,

there's so nany enpty resorts that are

abandoned. | really think that people
going -- the traffic that people are
going to -- it's going to create, when

17 backs up going up north on a Friday
af t ernoon, people who are | ooking for
alternative routes are going to be
running right into those farnmers on
Pine Island trying to get back to
Jersey and Pennsylvania. And | think
that's really got to be taken into
consi derati on.

Everybody conpares this LEGOLAND to
Fl orida, Florida was already a resort,
it was an anusenent park, they took it
over, they cleaned it up, it wasn't
li ke they' re destroying a whol e green
ecosystemjust to build this from
scratch. They already had sonmething in
pl ace, they inproved on what was
already there, | think they need to go

and i nprove on sonethi ng el se sonewhere
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el se that's an abandoned facility that
coul d be used for better use and |
really hope that this is changed and |
hope Goshen stays a small little town
that 1've grown to love, it's a magi cal
little town, the great Anerican weekend
during the sumer would just be -- just
be a street carnival conpared to what
LEGOLAND woul d be, | think that's one
of the biggest events of the sumrer and
of Goshen that everybody | ooks forward
toand | really hope that it stays a
big event that | always | ook forward to
every year and -- and thank you for
your time. Merry Christmas to

everybody on the Board and | hope you

all make a good decision that's -- that
keeps this town a great, a small little
t own.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you very

much.

( Appl ause.)
MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. Angel a

Querra[ph], I live in the town of
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Goshen, | would like to quote from a
section of the Town of Goshen's Master
Pl an, which is not up for revision
t oni ght. It states, "The Town of
Goshen is presently and appropriately a
primarily rural community."
Section 1.2 states, "The Town nust both
preserve its fragile and beauti f ul
rural environnent and provide for the
needs of its people.” To ignore either
of these goals or to pursue one at the
expense of the other is to
fundanental ly m sunderstand what this
Master Plan is all about.

These new proposed |aws are in
direct conflict with this aspect of the
Master Plan. These goals are taken
right fromthe Master Pl an.

Goal Number 1, "Protect and enhance
the agricultural activities and rural
character of the town."

Goal Nunber 5, "Preserve the Town's
mature forest and natural terrain to

t he greatest extent possible.”
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How can you all ow clear cutting of
180 acres of agricultural |and?

Section 4.4 states that the
revi sion of zoning regul ati ons be
considered to ensure its provisions
remain in accordance wth the Master
Pl an. The zoning can be expected to
change, but such changes shoul d be nade
in accordance with the Master Pl an,
which clearly states, keep the town
rural .

Section 4.4, this section -- excuse
me, this regulation also states that
whil e the | ocal governnent cannot
enforce that | and be devel oped for uses
proposed in the plan, they can prevent
| and from bei ng devel oped contrary to
the plan. Unless the intent of --
unl ess the intent of this Board is to
fundanental |l y change the Town of Goshen
Master Plan to reflect the intent to
becone another Route 59 in Rockland or
Route 17 in New Jersey, these proposed

|laws are totally at odds wth the
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intent of our Master Plan. There is no
way in the world you can convi nce ne
t hat deep down you feel this is the
right way to go.

I Iove Goshen. | know you | ove
Goshen. For the life of ne, | cannot
under st and why you woul d bend over
backwards to create new town |aws to
benefit a multimllion dollar foreign
corporation. Make no m stake, this
corporation's bottomline is profit.
There's nothing wong with naking a
profit, | don't fault them for that,
but let this project rise or fall on
its nerits and not because our town
officials bend over backwards to create
new | aws solely for its benefit al one,
and not because the State of New York
saw fit to pay this multimllion dollar
corporation alnost $10 nmillion of our
tax doll ars.

As far as the anmendnent to
Section 97.29, banning anusenent parKks

in the town of Goshen, again, it is
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obvi ously anended specifically for
Merlin, you have added aquariuns to be
al l owed, who's going to build an
aquariumin Goshen besides Merlin?

You have added, for purposes of
this section, a commercial recreation
facility in a comercial recreation
overlay district is not an amusenent
park. Excuse ne, if it walks like a
duck, if it quacks |like a duck, | think
you know t he rest.

You al so know it was inpossible to
really read and digest the DEIS in the
tine frane given, especially with the
hol i days. That shows the utter
contenpt you have for the citizens of
Goshen and really clarifies where your
priorities lay. At the court
yesterday, Merlin was given a tine
franme to submt papers and the response
fromthe Merlin attorney was, but,
Judge, we need nore tine because of the
hol i days. Well, he got it. W know

why you're rushing this project, and we
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know t he reason that this is being
fast-tracked. W're really not sure,
at this point, who you really
represent.

Instead of figuring out what is
best for the town and then havi ng
Merlin adhere to those standards, you
have reversed the process, we now have
to conformto the plan of this foreign
cor por ati on.

The Master Plan states that buffers
are required --

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUJS:  You' re next.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C My nane is
MIllie Turner, |I'ma resident of
Goshen, | want to say thank you, Ellen
that's ny nei ghbor, she gave ne a ride
here today, so --

(Interjections from audi ence.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Sorry, |I'm
short, can you hear ne now? Ckay.

Well, all over this country and the
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wor |l d, what we've been seeing is a rise
of activism and if you ask yourself
why, you can see right in this room why
it's happening, it's happeni ng because
projects like this are being allowed to
conti nue and the governnent is not
listening to the citizens.

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. They're not
listening to the constituents.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Let her speak.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. They're not
listening to the residents, they're not
listening to their constituents, you're
supposed to represent us, you don't
represent a conpany that does not have
our best interests in mnd. \Wat |
don't understand, why do the people of
LEGOLAND t hi nk that they can keep
sayi ng the sane thing over and over and
over again and that sonehow it w ||
ring true?

| do have to commend the conpany is
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doing a fabul ous job of presenting
their side, the Town of Goshen has been
treated to intro parties, welcone
committees and | arge spaces where our
beauti ful children can play wth LEGGs,
we have been inundated with pretty
postcards and literature that scream
let's go Goshen, but | don't care how
you wap it up, what you put it in, how
much perfume you put on it, it's still
ugly, you're still giving us
hal f-trut hs, you cannot give us a
pretty ribbon box and then tell us it's
a gift, because it's not. LEGOLAND has
t aken great pains to tell us what
they're giving us, they keep saying,
it's an opportunity of a lifetine,
we're doing it for you, Goshen, no
you' re not, because we were not your
first stop, you were turned down, |
think four tines, before you came to
Goshen. So please don't tell us you're
doing it for us, because you're not.

And let ne tell you, the very first
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time | heard about the project, | was
in the kitchen cooking children --
cooki ng children -- cooking breakfast
for my children.

(Laughter.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. And on the
radi o, our county executive was sayi ng,
hey, LEGOLAND is com ng to Goshen. |
was like, really, when did that happen?
| nean, | was floored. But |I've got to
give it to the Concerned Gtizens of
t he Hudson Vall ey, because really, if
it were not for them | don't think
t hat you woul d even have this many
peopl e here speaki ng out against it.

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER CF THE PUBLI C: Because of
their work and because of their
dedi cation to reading the DEIS, that's
what's giving this nerit.

You know, LEGOLAND is going to
directly effect -- LEGOLAND wi Il have a
direct and adverse effect on the

envi ronnent . There's no doubt about
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it. So again, why are we conti nui ng?
You know about cars emitting carbon
nonoxi de and LEGOLAND i s proposing a
parking lot that will accommbdate 5500
cars, so what about the air pollution,
what about our quality of life?
Transportation is the | argest single
source of air pollution in the U S.,
and once again, LEGOLAND wi |l be
contributing to it.

You know, | want to close it with
sayi ng, for both of us, the purchase of
our homes is the | argest purchase we
wll ever make in our lifetime, ny
not her lives here, she retired here so
she could live in peace and quiet, and
now she's going to get a LEGOLAND. CQur
quality of |life matters nore than them
making a dollar. W live here, we live
in Goshen, you are obligated to your
constituents and not to a conpany whose
bottomline is to nake noney for them
not for Goshen. You already got 3

mllion, why don't you give that to us
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so you can | ower our taxes.
Thank you, have a good ni ght.

( Appl ause.)
CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RMAN BERGUS:  You're up.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Good
eveni ng, and thank you again for
allowing all of us to speak tonight and
getting to say what we feel and what we
think. M nane is D ana Cornish, |
live in the village of Goshen, and
have lived in the town and then the
vill age since 1972, grew up in the
area, so |'ve watched a | ot of change
in our area as everyone -- nany of the
peopl e who were speaki ng noved up here
and changed Orange County, sone for the
better, sone for the bad. The Merlin
conmpany would like to build LEGOLAND in
Goshen. You on the Town Board are
responsi ble for review ng this project
and nmaki ng a decision as to whet her or

not to approve it. | cannot i nagi ne
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working on the details of a project of
this magnitude, | also trust you and
your ability to handle this, just as
you do every other project that is
presented. You're not doing this for
LEGOLAND. You're doing this for Goshen
and you're trying to nake a deci sion
that you think is best for Goshen. |
respect that. As far as possible
projects go, for a piece of property
this size, LEGOLAND i s probably one of
t he nost beni gn, soneone said, who was
here tonight, that we can find, and I
agree with that as well. | noved to
Goshen in '72 from M ddl etown, really
noved a | ong way, and we have had so
many changes, both good and bad in the
area since then. Fromny experience
and history, if there is no grow h,
t hen the town and the business fails,
t hey becone stagnant and they die.

| hope for smart, diversified
grow h for Goshen and our county, our

nerchants and busi nesses I n Goshen have
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been hurting for quite sone tine, we
need growt h, we need devel opnent,
devel opnent brings nore devel opnent and
nore jobs. |'m hoping LEGOLAND i s just
t he begi nning of new growth for our
ar ea.

Wt hout change and growth, a
downtown only thrives and survives if
it's in a Hall mark novi e.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you very
nmuch.

Sir.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. Ckay. My
nane i s Bob Wl fson, | |ive on Lower
Reservoir Road, which, as you know, is
pretty close. |I'ma physician |living
close to the site on Lower Reservoir
Road, | have particul ar health concerns
that will be caused by this project.
Air pollution, as has been nentioned,
is asilent killer that has not been

adequat el y addressed by the DEIS,
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particulate matter fromall types of
nmot or vehicles is not just confined to
outdoors, but also infiltrates houses
and gets easy access into our
unsuspecting lungs, that they cause
| ung problens |Iike asthna, COPD and
cancer, have | ong been docunmented and
are wel | -known, but not as wel | -known,
even worse, they contribute to an even
nor e common di sease, cardiovascular in

the formof heart attacks, heart

failure and strokes. If | had nore
time, | could explain the basic science
behind this and I'Il just nention,

i nhal ed particulate matter m grates
into the body, not just the |ungs,
cause vasoconstriction of bl ood
vessel s, activate platelets, which
stinul ate unwanted clotting and trigger
endot hel i al dysfunction of bl ood
vessel s, not to get too technical, but
I'll nove on. The Wrld Health

Organi zati on and ot hers have defi ned

the safety standard of 10 m crograns
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per cubic milliliter or | ess as not
bei ng harnful, although npost of our
countries within that standard, it
fails in your crowded roadways, it is
now wel | -docunented that the cl oser one
lives to busy roads, the higher the
i nci dence of cardi ovascul ar di sease. |
would |i ke to know what the particul ate
matter count is, estinated to be in the
radi us around the site, where many of
our surroundi ng hones, including mne,
are, because for those of us living
nearby, it is nore than just a
potenti al annoyance, it is a danger to
our health that is unfair and
irresponsible to ignore. | have so
many ot her concerns regardi ng LEGOLAND.
A devel opnent of huge magnitude in a
small town that has nanaged to keep its
identity for 300 years, |'ve only been
here for 64 of them Many of our
worries, such as our water supply and
envi ronnental concerns and the

percei ved econom ¢ benefits are
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certainly open to debate and have been
debated. | don't believe the DEI S
adequately answers these questions and
there's every reason to slow down the
process and to all ow adequate scrutiny.

But sone ot her issues are
i ndi sputable. As a resident of Lower
Reservoir Road, close to the site,
regularly bike and jog this area, that
i ncl udes Conkl i ngtown, Arcadia and
South Street, it is hard to inagi ne how
| can safely do this with ny famly,
t hese secondary roads are narrow and

w t hout adequat e shoul ders as-is. For

others like ne, living close to the
proposed site, life wll change and not
by our choosing. For years, |'ve

al ways felt protected by our zoning

| aws, know ng that | would not have to
| ook out on ny property on to high
density housi ng, shopping centers or
anmusenent parks, which is curiously
nmentioned, the latter, in our Master

Pl an, that's been tal ked about .
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| have heard toni ght some who
vocal i zed the LEGOLAND project, if the
project is good for so nany people, we
shoul d di sregard those who are
adversely effected, | don't believe
t hat our Board should act that way,
because even if | was to assune that
your goals are noble ones, and | w |l
assune that, there's no disputing that
this project has divided our town,
causing ill will anongst us. O her
pl aces have wi sely turned down the
project and for this reason al one, |
believe this to be the best argunent
for rejecting LEGOLAND at this site. |
am pro children, pro unions, pro
progress, pro amusenent parks, but this
IS just not the appropriate site.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

Sir. Sir.

MEMBER CF THE PUBLI C: H , ny nane
is Tony Swi ndle[ph], I live on August
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Road, which is right off of Reservoir
down near Conklingtown, so this does
effect ne. M thing is, you want to do
this and you're trying to push it
t hrough. You're tal king about the file
and everything el se, the paperwork and
everything, why are we in a hurry?
That's all it is, why are we in a
hurry? Everybody el se that cones to
this town and wants to put a busi ness
and build everything el se, they have to
go through tinme, it takes a while to do
it. |If these guys cone in, | don't
know, if they nake it, they cone in,
t hey cone in, but why are we pushi ng
this through? This affects our life,
ny life, ny famly's life, it's going
to affect it, and |I just want to nake
sure that you guys stop and take the
time and give it tine. You' re pushing
this through. |1've been sitting here
listening to both sides, everybody has
got good opinions, it nakes sense on

both sides, I'ma union guy, |
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understand it, but this is affecting ny
famly, and | just want to nmake sure
you guys take your tine. | don't
understand why it's bei ng pushed
t hrough so fast. There's so many pages
you have to read, let the town, let the
peopl e make the right decision, you
guys hear it, but you guys are pushing
it down our throats, | don't
under stand, you just need to give it
time, that's all | want, that's all I'm
asking for, just take your tine, like
all the other businesses that cone
t hrough. They all take their tine.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RMVAN BERGUJUS: Thank you.

Sir.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C.  Yes. Hel | o,
ny name is Bill Landa, |'ve lived in
Goshen | think 45 years and have done
construction in the area, and |'ve
wor ked on projects throughout the

world, on large projects, so | have a
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few comments here about this project.

If there ever was a project that
doesn't belong on this site, it's this
proposed LEGOLAND anusenent park, it
bel ongs on a flat terrain, not on a
site like this with very steep
gradi ents throughout it. Page 28 of
the DEIS describes the site as sitting
| ower than the surrounding areas, thus
buffering it fromthe neighbors, |ike
Arcadia Hills, this is conpletely
fal se, when on Merlin's site map, it
shows that a large part of this project
i's way above an el evation of a hundred
to 150 feet for the adjacent Arcadia
Hlls. During Merlin's presentations,
M. John Usher told us that LEGOLAND
wll be at |east 2,000 feet of buffer
zone from Arcadia Hills, when in
reality, it's going to be less than a
t housand feet, if you look at the site
nmap.

The proposed 522-acre property is

an i nportant watershed for Goshen, it
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is also known to flood and contri butes
to the fl ooding of other areas of
Goshen and beyond, these watersheds, it
descri bes in Page 62 of the DEIS as
Areas A and B. During the
Sept enber 8th, 2011 Town water neeting,
convened a few weeks after Hurricane
I rene caused so nuch damage to our
area, including Arcadia Hlls suing the
wat er punp station, Supervisor
Bl oonfield responded to the questions
rai sed at that neeting by sone who were
affected by that flooding by stating,
quote, that "FEMA, that the water in
your stream conmes frommles away, the
majority of this water cones from high
el evations |i ke Goshen Hlls into our
wat ershed. Wen that watershed
overflowed, it flooded out Harriman
Drive, which is this property we're
t al ki ng about right now \Wen that
wat er shed overflowed, it flooded out
Harriman drive, it continued and

fl ooded across Route 17, fl ooded across
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17M and over the top of A d Chester
Road, " end of quote.

Most |ikely, our watershed,
M. Bloonfield was tal ki ng about, are
t he sane watersheds A and B which is
t he proposed LEGOLAND site as descri bed
in DEIS Page 62. Merlin in their AF
subm ssi on, Page 6, checked off that
all water then will not flowto
adj acent properties and renain on the
site, but in the DEIS, they say
overflow fromthese stations w |
di scharge into the Gter Kill and other
tributaries and in a |lot nore vol une of
storm wat er and possi bly causi ng wor se
fl oodi ng and damage t han what happened
during Hurricane |rene.

In Page 39 of the DEIS, it states
t hat 20,000 feet or nearly four mles
of retaining walls are to be built
around the site, four mles, reaching
in heights from15 feet to 56 feet,
that's an incredible height, |I've been

on construction sites that are 56 feet
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high retaining wall, it's enornous.
These i mmense walls are an integral
part of building this project,
basically, wi thout them they couldn't
be built, LEGOLAND could not be built
W t hout these walls. Wy didn't
anyt hing show in their subm ssi ons of
any engi neering or construction
detail s? These walls have been known
to col |l apse causi ng property damage and
even human injury. Wiy is this
critical information mssing, why is it
not in the DEIS show ng sone ki nd of
detail of these walls?

Unfortunately, this proposed
excavation work is utter devastati on.
In no way does this proposed excavati on
accommpbdate to a reasonabl e extent the
natural contours of the site, as
requi red a new anendnent to the
conpr ehensi ve pl an known - -

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. Thank you,

t hank you very nuch.

( Appl ause.)
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MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C: Hel | o, ny
name is Lillian Swingle, | ama 29-year
town of Goshen resident. | just want
to say, when | bought ny hone in 1987,
my conbi ned state and school property
taxes were | ess than $1200 a year,
they're now alnost ten tines that, so
what |'mbringing to your attention is
we all know that taxes are going to
i ncrease, expenses increase, and | feel
we're doing an injustice to the future
of Goshen to allow Merlin to not have
to participate in the rising costs that
ultimately occur in running a township.
How can they call thensel ves a good
nei ghbor and then not want to pay their
share of taxes?

| also want to address the hundreds
of jobs that Merlin clains to be
bringing. Let's not forget, seasonal
j obs.

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Who can

afford to live in Goshen working a




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

197

PUBLI C HEARI NG

seasonal job? And it's been brought
up, these will be great jobs for high
school and college kids. No, these run
fromthe begi nning of May through the
end of Cctober, even high school and
coll ege kids are in school, which
really concerns ne, because where are
we going to get these hundreds of
wor kers to work seasonal jobs in
Goshen?

And al ong wth seasonal | obs,
they're not going to be providing
heal th benefits, these are just -- |I'm
sorry, they're kind of crummy jobs that
we're tal king about, for the nost part,
seasonal | obs.

| also want to address the
energency services. | have soneone in
nmy famly who is a volunteer with the
Goshen Fire Departnent and it makes ne
so angry to think that Merlin clains at
their Florida |ocation to only have a
hundred or so calls for energency, you

know, situations at their anusenent
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par k, but why should ny famly nenber
who's already volunteering all this
time, now to cone to another hundred
calls, while Merlin is making mllions
of dollars and they're not giving us
any noney towards these -- you know,
t owar ds these energency servi ces.

| also have to say, | just can't
fat hom that we, as a town, would
consi der building an anusenent park,
roller coasters and all, directly next
to a place so many | ocal seniors have
saved their noney to retire to.

Lastly, | just want to ask you to
consi der the topics | have brought up,
and | beg you, please, don't change the
zoning that's currently in place in
Goshen.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

Over here.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C My nane is
Marjorie Warren, |'ma resident in the

t own of Warw ck. Warwi ck 1 s | ocat ed
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li ke --

(Interjections from audi ence.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Sorry.
VWarwick is located six mles fromthe
New Jersey border. And if you use your
GPS and you put in, | put in 3en Arden
as the address, because | understand
that's where the anusenent park is
meant to be, you get -- your directions
are to be driving up from Northern New
Jersey and I know when we used to cone
up fromthe city, we used to cone up
t hrough New Jersey and not go to 17,
t hat you are driving on a two-1|ane
road, nanmely, Route 94. |It's a
two-lane road in New Jersey and it's a
t wo- |l ane road begi nning in New York and
it takes you through the town of
Warwi ck, the village of Warw ck and
al ong the way, you're going by, on the
sout hern end of Warw ck, you're going
by our nost densely popul ated part of
t own, where we have two super nar ket

nmalls and in those malls are six or
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seven stores, there's Leo Kaytes Ford
agency there, and this is all -- oh,
and Penni ngs, whi ch does wonder f ul
business in the fall -- I'"msorry, from
August through Cctober for the people
who cone up fromall over New York and
New Jersey to come and pick appl es and
peaches, and they have a beer garden
and they have -- there's a | ot of
activity in that end of town. And
there are sone days in the fall where
you cannot drive on that road because
it's blocked all the way through the
town and the village, but you know
what, we're willing to put up with the
i nconveni ence because these people --
t he noney stays in our town. They live
in our town, and they are the farners
and we are a rural town. And
therefore, at |east we see the fruits
of their labor in our tax coffers.
Wien you go beyond this area of
VWarwi ck, which is on the south end of

town, you cone to the village, again,
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two | anes, one in each direction. You
go through the very heart of the
vill age of Warwi ck, which has parking
on either side and then a | ane going in
either direction, and this is the
heavi est -- nobst heavily popul ated part
of the town.

You then proceed on into the
Village of Florida, where 94 cuts off
and heads north and you -- and the road
has becone 17A, that's the road that
snakes up fromthe Tuxedo area, 17A
conti nues and you go to Reservoir Road,
and you take Reservoir Road, and | feel
sorry for the people who |live al ong
t hat road, and proceed to Harri man
Drive to get to your park.

Il -- 1 find it really sad, because
| think of Goshen as a historic town,
hone of the trotter and things that
have sone history to it. But LEGOLAND
doesn't have any history to us or to
the area. W are a historic area.

We're -- you see signs all over the
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place, this is a place where history
was nmade and | really find it very sad
that this is the direction you want to

go.
CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Thank you.
(Appl ause.)
CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Sir.
MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. Good
evening. M nane is Matt M| nanow - -
CHAI RVAN BERGUS: One nore tine.
MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C: My nane is
Matt M I nanmow, |'man architect for LAN
Associ ates, |'ma resident in Goshen,
|'mthe school district's project

architect, and the project architect

for several school districts, | work on
projects that range from $30 nmillion up
to hundreds of mllions of doll ars.

I'"mgoing to tell you why | believe
this project is great for Goshen, it's
my opinion, I'mwell-versed in place
maki ng, it's what | practice in ny
field, I live and I work in Goshen, |

believe in this project because | think
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t hat piece of property is going to be
devel oped, anyway. | don't care if
Merlin goes there or another applicant
goes there, it's going to be devel oped
at sone point or another. This is the
best opportunity that Goshen is going
to see to nake the best use of that
pi ece of property, and | think it's a
great opportunity that we have in front
of us. | knowit's extrenely
chal l enging to deli berate through the
process, it's put arift in the
community, which I think will heal
whet her the project goes forward or
not, that rift wll have existed if the
proj ect does go forward, we'll hea
together and we'll nove forward, it
will transition well, it's right on the
hi ghway, it provides perfect access to
visitors com ng through the community.
We're going to see a huge devel oprment
burst over the next 20 years, anyway,
econom ¢ devel opnent w |l provide the

rat abl es that Goshen desires.
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50 percent of our comunity does not
provi de taxes because they're
not-for-profits or governnent entities.
We need ratables in Goshen to nake sure
t hat people can continue to |ive and
thrive and work here. | have three
chil dren, the youngest is five nonths
old, I was up at 4 o' clock this
nmor ni ng, |'m exhausted, |I'msure all of
you are exhausted too. M kids would
really love to grow and have an
opportunity to get into hospitality,
resort managenent, and have this
opportunity here in our backyard. They
m ght not know it yet, nmaybe right now
t hey want to be a veterinarian, sone
don't know what they want to do yet,
they're only two and five nonths ol d.

(Laughter.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C But to be
honest with you, I1'd Ilove to have this
opportunity here in ny backyard, | |ive
on Parkway, it's a mle fromthe

property site, | can't think of a
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better opportunity to have in our
community than this project.
Thank you very mnuch.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER COF THE PUBLI C: |"m sure you
all know nme as Vanessa Coke, | reside
in the village of Goshen. | had
purchased ny first honme here, | chose
Goshen. | was | ooking across the
river, where ny famly is, I was in the

process of building a hone, and I said

to nyself, you know what, | | ove
Goshen, | like Goshen, | like its
charm | love the village, it's a very

famly-friendly village and that's why
| chose to live here. |If | would have
known that in the future -- and |I'm not
afraid of change, but if I would have
known that in any point there would
have been an anusenent park, okay, |
woul d have never chose to purchase ny
home here, okay.

Wth that said, | also, wth the
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zoni ng, okay, | don't believe that the
zoni ng should be changed for Merlin,
okay. There -- as peopl e have al ready
said, you know, it's already turned
down to zoning before, but also, | do
bel i eve t hat Supervi sor Doug
Bl oonfi el d, he should be recused of the
vot e because he was part of the JED .

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C | do believe
t hat his nicknane was --

CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Let her speak.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC. -- Obi-Wan
Kenobi, | could pronounce that w ong,
but I"mnot really a Star Trek, Star
War s person.

And now, with the DEI'S, which
several people have nentioned about the
traffic, okay, that is one of ny
bi ggest concerns, also, is the traffic.
You know, we all know, we all live
here, Sunday, try to go back to the
city on a Sunday, forget it, you know.

It's al so energency services. Wat
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about the delay wth that?

You know, | don't know if anybody
has really researched how many patients
are transferred from Orange Regi onal,
from St. Anthony down to Westchester,
to -- that's going to put a delay, you
know, with the traffic, you know, and I
hear peopl e say, oh, helicopter, no,
that's not reality. M personally, |
can tell you ny daughter, okay, has
been airlifted fromSt. Anthony to
West chester, you know, and it's --
that's -- you're not going to do that
for every patient, and it's really
goi ng to have nore of a negative i npact
than it is positive on our conmmunity.
And | really, really think that you're
all elected officials, really, stop
rushing the project, really take your
time, because once this project is
built, God forbid, that's it, there's
no turning back. And again, we don't
have anyt hi ng agai nst LEGOLAND. | --

we have nothing against it. It is the
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property, this isn't the right place.
Goshen is not nmade for LEGOLAND. And
just really hope that you guys really
stop rushing through, | nean, stop
rushi ng through, take your tinme and do
what's best for the community. That's
why we el ected you.

So, and that's all | have to say.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. Thank you
all for the work that you do. M nane
is Mark Kaylis, I'mthe president of
board of directors of the Goshen
Chanmber of Commerce, |I'm al so a board
menber of the Orange County Chanber of
Commrer ce.

Earlier this year, Goshen Chanber
of Commerce announced its support for
t he LEGOLAND project. As a |eading
advocate for commerce in the town of
Goshen, the Goshen Chanber Board
beli eves that the LEGOLAND proj ect

presents very significant opportunities
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for the busi nesses of Goshen and the
surroundi ng area. The Chanber | ooks
forward to working very closely with
Merlin Entertainment to identify
syner gi es between our | ocal businesses
and LEGOLAND, as well as the conbi ned
mar keting strategy to -- as well as the
conbi ned marketing strategy to attract
LEGOLAND s guests to Goshen busi nesses.

The board of directors al so has
great faith that the project's approval
process will be done with the utnost
transparency and that the concerns of
some people will be properly addressed.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you. Thank
you very much.

MEMBER COF THE PUBLI C: H there, ny
nanme i s Robert Corer[ph] --

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Just at this
poi nt, just so we know, Robert, we're
going to take your comments now, and

we'll take your comments now, and then




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 b~ W N L O

210

PUBLI C HEARI NG

at that point, we're going to have to
hol d t he neeting, because we have to
| eave the school and we'll continue the
nmeeting, as we nentioned in the
begi nning, we're not going to close the
public hearing tonight, it's going to
stay open, we'll have a notion to keep
it open and it will continue on Monday
eveni ng, as we di scussed, at the high
school, 7:30, but we can't continue
here because the school gave us a
deadl i ne, we do have to get out, we
want to respect their request.

Robert .

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C H , again,
Robert .

(Interjections from audi ence.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Use the mc.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. Sorry. I''m
a long-standing citizen of Goshen, New
York. Went to school here. Famly is
here for over two generations.
Currently, I'mgoing to SUNY Orange and

| recently had to do a presentati on and
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| decided to present about the
situation of LEGOLAND in Goshen. And
canme to a point where | had to do pros
and cons of whether -- of what the town
woul d bring, of what LEGOLAND woul d
bring and what problens it would bring
too. And unfortunately, it was very
uneven. And one of the biggest things
t hat was the biggest pro for LEGOLAND
fell apart while | was presenting it
because | renmenbered LEGOLAND, in the
report | found, was rated one of the
wor st enpl oyers to work for, and that
was the highest pro | had given it. So
when it's promsing all these jobs,
it's also prom sing pay rates | ower
t han you would get at a Wal-Mart. And
| just -- | don't see how you're really
presenting a strong offer, when I
couldn't find anything that stood the
test of a speech that | had to give, as
far as anything positive to cone out of
this.

Thank you guys, again, for giving
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us this tine.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGAUS: (kay, one | ast
speaker for the evening.

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C. Yes, ny nane
is Alan Cali berg[ph] --

(Interjections from audi ence.)

MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C If I can
possi bly go, |I can't cone Mnday
because of ny ki d.

CHAI RVAN BERGAUS: Submt it in
witing or give soneone el se your
comments. If | nake an exception for
you, then | have to make it for
everyone else in line as well.

MEMBER CF THE PUBLIC: Can he cone
on Monday?

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: | don't think
that's fair to him than what you're
asking for. You can put it in witing
or give it to sonebody el se to make
your comments on Monday.

Thank you.
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MEMBER CF THE PUBLIC. Yes, ny nane

is Alan Caliberg. 1've lived in Goshen
over 62 years. | pay taxes, | love the
community, and | |love -- hope it gets

what it deserves and | think that is
LEGOLAND.

The pluses so far outwei gh any
negatives that | can see, but your
consul tants, who are professionals at
it, wll point out anything that needs
to be addressed and | feel very
confident that LEGOLAND wi || address

anyt hi ng that does cone up. The one

thing that | -- | did have a business
in Goshen also. And, you know, |'m not
agai nst the flyover, but | know if I
had ny business in Goshen, | wouldn't

want anything to do wth a flyover,
because | would take any traffic that
coul d boost ny inconme and help ne hire
ot her people, and if you have a
flyover, it would keep the peopl e out
of the village.

So thank you.
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(Appl ause.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Thank you very
much. Ckay. At this point, | would
ask for a notion to continue this
public hearing, if someone woul d nmake
t hat noti on.

BOARD MEMBER Pl RRAGLI A:  So noved.

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: G avani .

BOARD MEMBER BAKER: Second.

(The notion was seconded.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS: Seconded by
Chris. As stated before the notion,
we're going to continue the public
hearing, which will be on Mnday
eveni ng, the 19th, 7:30 at the Goshen
Hi gh School, 7:30, Monday night, the
19th. We have a notion, we have a
second. All in favor.

(Chorus of ayes.)

CHAI RVAN BERGUS:  Agai nst.

(No affirmati ve response.)

CHAI RVAN BERGAUS: W'l see you on
Monday.

Could I have a notion to adjourn
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t he nmeeti ng.
BOARD MEMBER DROPKI N: Mot i on.
CHAI RMVAN BERGUS: Phi | .

Second?

BOARD MEMBER BAKER: Second this.

(The notion was seconded.)
CHAI RMAN BERGUS: Chris. All
favor say eye.

(Chorus of ayes.)

MR. VANDERMOLEN: John VanDer Mbl en

makes a notion to adjourn the Town

Board neeting at this tine.

MS. GALLO Mel i ssa Gal | o, second.

(Motion was seconded.)
MR, BLOOWFI ELD: Al in favor?

(Chorus of ayes.)

(Wher eupon, the neeting was

adj ourned at 10:58 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

|, SADIE L. HERBERT, a Regi stered
Pr of essi onal Reporter and Notary Public, do
hereby certify:

That the within transcription is a
true and accurate record of the stenographic
not es taken by ne.

| further certify that I am not
related to any of the parties by blood or
marriage, and that | amin no way interested
in the outcone of this matter.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto
set ny hand this 19th day of Decenber 2016.

Do Nl

SADI E L. HERBERT, RPR
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